
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on March 19, 2014 at the Detroit office of 
Butzel Long located at 150 West Jefferson, Suite 100, Detroit, MI 48226.  
 
The following officers of the Council were present in person: A. Reed Newland, Chairperson; 
David B. Guenther, Chair-Elect; Daphne A. Short, Secretary; and, Lara Fetsco Phillip; Treasurer. 
A quorum of voting members of the Council were present in person. Names of each of the 
attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

A. Reed Newland, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 4:45 
pm. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

Daphne A. Short, Secretary of the Section, presented a written notice of the meeting that was 
mailed or delivered to all members of the Council and to Members of the Section in accordance 
with the Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

The Secretary circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on January 15, 
2014. Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved of the minutes without 
correction. The Secretary reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings are 
regularly posted on the Section website at www.michbar.org and that the approved minutes 
would also be posted to the Section website. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lara Fetsco Phillip, Treasurer of the Section, presented the unaudited financial statement of the 
Section for the five months ending February 28, 2014 and the related detailed trial balance for 
the same period, prepared by the Finance & Administration Division of the State Bar. As of the 
five months ending February 28, 2014, the revenues of the Section were $14,215.00, and 
expenses for the same time period were $2,647.42, resulting in Net Income of $11,567.58. The 
Section’s ending fund balance as of February 28, 2014 was $25,635.88. The Chairperson noted 
that the Section’s financial statements are generally reprinted in the Michigan International 
Lawyer. 
 

http://www.michbar.org/


CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
The Chairperson began his report by discussing the Michigan Supreme Court Task Force on the 
Mandatory State Bar.  Recently, a bill was introduced to disband the mandatory state bar in favor 
of making it a voluntary organization. The SBM invited it’s sections to make comments to the 
proposed legislation.  The SBM itself is unable to take general political positions on matters such 
as these.  But, sections of the SBM are able to take positions and lobby on matters such as these 
because section membership is optional. 
 
Peggy Costello, the Section’s SBM liaison, shared comments about the matter.  Peggy stated that 
this matter has a long history over many years and after the SBM took a position on the 
disclosure of judicial campaign funding, a member re-introduced the bill.  About 60% of bar 
associations in the U.S. are mandatory.  If the SBM was disbanded, some membership fees 
would remain and the disciplinary responsibilities would continue as well. 
 
The Chairperson informed the Section of the benefits that the SBM provides, for instance, the 
Listerv service and the facilitation of administration matters such as collection of dues, payment 
of expenses, and membership records.   Without the SBM, the sections would be forced to do 
these tasks independently.  There is a concern that these costs would be too high without the 
infrastructure of the SBM.  The Section relies on low administration costs in order to facilitate 
programs and other benefits to its members.  If operating costs rise, dues would also need to 
increase proportionately in order to provide the same benefit to members. 
 
The Chairperson opened the discussion to the floor for comments.  Section members expressed 
concerns that disbanding the SBM may affect membership because firms and companies may not 
sponsor participation.  Reduced membership would lead to decreased funding for the Section.   
 
Upon motion made and supported, the Section will draft comments in opposition of the bill.  The 
Chairperson also encouraged Section members to draft individual comments on the proposal. 
 
ILS LAW SCHOOL LUNCHEON EVENTS/MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITES 
 
The Section is sponsoring luncheons at area law schools in order to educate students on careers 
in International Law as well as promote membership for the Section. 
 
No new luncheons have been planned in anticipation of the exam schedules at the area schools.  
The Council will revisit the topic in the fall and plan additional luncheons accordingly.   
 
 
2014 ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson introduced David Guenther, section co-chair to present on the topic of the 2014 
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annual meeting.  The tentative date for the meeting is September 11, 2014 with a location of SE 
Michigan.  A broad IT based topic was discussed for the meeting, to include data security, data 
collection, and privacy.  There was also some discussion about overlapping the meeting with that 
of the IT section, if these topics were chosen. Possible topics still being discussed are choice of 
law issues; trends in international corporate social responsibility; international law issues in 
development of the north/south pole; international terrorism/cybercrime; bank secrecy and know 
your customer requirements; NSA concerns; taxation of non-US citizens; and MI as the 
Delaware of international ADR. Ideas for the meeting are still being accepted and should be 
directed to David Guenther. 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR GOALS AND REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson invited the Section’s Committee chairs to report on their activities. No 
committees reported during the meeting. 
 
LAW STUDENT REPORTS 
 
There were no law student reports. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 5:40 pm. 
 
DINNER AND PROGRAM  
 
The featured topic was Policy, Practicality, and Reality: The Three Facets of Immigration and 
the features speakers were Betina Schlossberg, Schlossberg Legal, PLLC; Scott Clifford, 
NAFTA Customs and Border Protection Officer; and Linda J. Armstrong, Butzel Long. 
 
The program was very well attended. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
  
Daphne A. Short, Secretary 2013-14 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 
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