
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on January 23, 2013 at the Detroit office of 
Butzel Long, 150 W. Jefferson Avenue, Suite 100, Detroit, MI 48226. 
 
The following officers of the Council were present in person: Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Chairperson; A. 
Reed Newland, Chairperson-Elect; David B. Guenther, Secretary; and Daphne A. Short, 
Treasurer. A quorum of voting members of the Council were present in person. Names of each of 
the attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 4:45 
pm. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

David B. Guenther, Secretary of the Section, presented a written notice of the meeting that was 
mailed or delivered to all members of the Council and to Members of the Section in accordance 
with the Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Guenther circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on November 14, 
2012. Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved of the minutes without 
correction. Mr. Guenther reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings are 
regularly posted on the Section website at www.michbar.org and that the approved minutes 
would also be posted to the Section website. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer, Daphne A. Short, presented the unaudited financial statement of the Section for 
the three months ending December 31, 2012 and the related detailed trial balance for the same 
period, prepared by the Finance & Administration Division of the State Bar. As of the three 
months ending December 31, 2012, the revenues of the Section were $12,175.00, and expenses 
for the same time period were $2,132.83, resulting in Net Income of $10,042.17. The Section’s 
ending fund balance as of December 31, 2012 was  $17,268.95. Ms. Short noted that the fiscal 
year for the State Bar of Michigan began in October, and that revenues did not distribute evenly 
over the fiscal year. Ms. Short said that the Section’s fund balance had declined in 2012 from 
2011, but that the decline was expected to be fully offset by the increase in Section dues that 
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would take effect on October 1, 2013.  The Chairperson noted that the Section’s financial 
statements are generally reprinted in the Michigan International Lawyer. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
The Chairperson reported that the State Bar of Michigan’s Michigan Bar Journal was interested 
in publishing an international issue of the Michigan Bar Journal, with the Section on the cover, 
in November 2013 and was accordingly seeking the Section’s assistance in finding three to four 
articles of approximately 10,000 words total on international law. The Chairperson distributed a 
preliminary publication schedule and requested that any interested members contact him with 
ideas for articles. 
 
ILS LINKEDIN GROUP/SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson noted that Weldianne Climo, who could not be present at the meeting, was 
monitoring the Section’s LinkedIn group. The group had increased its membership to 
approximately 143 members. The Chairperson encouraged members to continue discussing and 
posting comments on LinkedIn. 
 
MENTOR-MENTEE PROPOSAL UPDATE 
 
Jillian Berndt was unable to attend the meeting. The Chairperson updated the Section on the 
mentor-mentee proposal discussed in previous meetings. The Chairperson reminded members of 
the draft proposal put together by Jillian for an ILS Mentor Program. The proposed program did 
not contemplate a formal relationship or require a significant commitment of time. The 
Chairperson requested that interested members contact him. The Chairperson said that if there 
was not interest in the program, the item would be removed from future meeting agendas. 
 
MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL LAWYER UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson updated the Section on the upcoming edition of Michigan International Lawyer 
(MIL). He said that the new feature introduced in the Fall edition, namely, a Section member 
profile, was intended to make the edition more personal for members. He asked members to let 
him know of any other features or articles they were interested in seeing. Senior Editor Josh 
Davis said that the MIL was looking for additional articles from 1,000 to 3,000 words in length, 
for both the upcoming Winter edition (by mid-February) and the Spring/Summer edition. 
Interested members should contact Josh Davis through the Chairperson. 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR GOALS AND REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson invited the Section’s Committee chairs to report on their activities.  
 
Dick Goetz and Tim Kaufman, co-chairs of the Emerging Nations Committee, said that the 
Committee was putting together a program for the March meeting on doing business in Russia. 
The Chairperson said the Section would work with the Committee to accomplish that goal. 
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The Chairperson reported on behalf of the Human Rights Committee that Baroness Caroline 
Cox, a longtime member of the UK House of Lords and well-known author and expert in the 
field of human rights, would be speaking in April in Oakland County. The Chairperson was 
working with Andrew Moore, the chair of the Human Rights Committee, to set up a potential 
lunch meeting with Baroness Cox. The Chairperson said there were two potential dates, April 29, 
2013 and April 30, 2013, on which the Section could sponsor a lunch meeting. A meeting would 
serve to inform members and raise the profile and connections of the Section. The Section and 
Baroness Cox would need to identify a human rights topic that she would speak on. The 
Chairperson said that if there were no objections from members, he would proceed and work 
with Mr. Moore. There were no objections.  
 
Aaron Ogletree, co-chair of the International Trade Committee, reported that the Committee had 
recently met and determined that the joint program being contemplated by the Committee would 
involve the Business Law section of the Ontario Bar Association as a co-sponsor, but not Essex 
Law Association, which would participate but not as a sponsor. The State Bar of Michigan 
Business Law Section had also expressed an interest. Mr. Ogletree hoped to hold the program by 
the end of May 2013. The Chairperson-Elect said that he had spoken to the SBM Business Law 
Section, and that the Business Law Section was looking for more specific information on the 
program. 
 
LAW STUDENT REPORTS 
 
There were no law student reports. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
New ILS Committee – Dispute Resolution. The Chairperson reported that a group of Section 
members wished, in accordance with the Section’s bylaws, to circulate a petition that the Section 
form a new committee on International Dispute Resolution. Troy Harris, the sponsor of the 
petition dated January 11, 2013, said that the committee could be a vehicle to attract new 
members to the Section who are litigators. The committee also offered the opportunity to 
collaborate with other SBM sections, such as the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section. Mr. 
Harris circulated the petition among the members. The Chairperson encouraged members to sign. 
 
Joint Program with SBM Business Law Section  and Ontario Bar. Mr. Ogletree had previously 
reported on the joint program with the SBM Business Law Section and the Ontario Bar 
Association. 
 
Baroness Caroline Cox Luncheon. The Chairperson had previously reported on the prospective 
luncheon for Baroness Cox. 
 
Proposed ILS Bylaws Revision. The Chairperson-Elect said that one member had volunteered to 
assist in the planned revision of the Section’s bylaws and that it was not too late for other 
members to volunteer. The group had not yet met but planned to present a proposed revised 
version of the bylaws at the Section’s March 20, 2013 meeting. The Chairperson said that the 
Section would need to present the proposed revised bylaws to the SBM as well. Peggy Costello, 
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the Section’s Commissioner liason, said that the bylaws would need to be presented 45 or 
possibly 60 days before the meeting, and that the next meetings would be in April and June. 
 
Proposed 2013 ILS Annual Meeting. The Chairperson-Elect said that the SBM annual meeting 
would be held in Lansing, which in general had not worked out well as a location for Section 
meetings, since most of the Section’s membership was in southeast Michigan. The Chairperson-
Elect said he would welcome any thoughts on location. The Chairperson agreed that Section 
members typically have not traveled far to Section meetings. Mr. Guenther said that he had 
discussed with Deborah Burand, the Co-Director of the International Transactions Clinic (ITC) 
at University of Michigan Law School, the possibility of holding a joint meeting in September 
between the Section and the ITC, which would be celebrating its fifth anniversary in September. 
The Chairperson-Elect said there might be interest in such a joint meeting. Mr. Guenther said 
that he would explore further and report back to the Chairperson-Elect. 
 
March 20, 2013 ILS Council Meeting. The Chairperson said that the Section needed to determine 
a location for the March 20 meeting. The meeting would focus on a Russia program as 
previously noted. The Chairperson said he had discussed two other potential meeting programs, 
one on a Middle Eastern or Palestinian program with Council member Tim Attalla, and the other 
relating to IP protection with former Chairperson Maggie Dobrowitsky. The Chairperson said 
further discussion was needed. 
 
Other New Business. Ms. Costello noted that the University of Detroit Mercy was hosting a 
conference on Legal Education in the Americas in June and had issued a call for papers. The 
deadline for papers was March 15, 2013. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 5:45 pm. 
 
DINNER AND PROGRAM  
 
The section provided dinner, followed by a presentation by FBI Special Agent Adam Maddock 
on “International Cybercrime.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
  
David B. Guenther, Secretary 2012-13 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 

 

 


