
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on January 18, 2011, at the Skyline Club – 
2000 Town Center, 28th Floor, Southfield, Michigan 48075. 

The following voting members of the Council were present in person: Cameron S. DeLong, 
Margaret A. Dobrowitsky, Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Linda Armstrong, Dave Guenther, Eve Lerman, 
Tricia Roelofs and Andrew Thorson. Student Council Members in attendance: Tim Kaufmann. 
Immediate Past Chair Richard Goetz and past chairs Randolph Wright and Lois Bingham were in 
attendance. SBM Board of Commissioner Liaison Margaret Costello was also in attendance. 

Other Members of the Section also attended the meeting. Names and contact information for 
each of the attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Cameron DeLong, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 4:30 
pm. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

At the Chairperson’s request, attendees introduced themselves and described their professional 
affiliations. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

The Secretary presented a written notice of the meeting that was mailed or delivered to all 
members of the Council and to Members of the International Law Section in accordance with the 
Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.  The Secretary declared that a quorum was present at the meeting, without objection. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

The Secretary circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on November 16, 
2010. After discussion, upon motion made and supported, the Council approved of the minutes 
without correction. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer, A. Reed Newland, was unable to attend the meeting and no Treasurer’s report 
was given.   



2010 IBA ANNUAL MEETING 
 
Richard Goetz, immediate past chairperson, provided a report on the IBA meeting he attended in 
Vancouver in October 2010.  Mr. Goetz reported that over 5,000 were in attendance with 
individuals from many nationalities.  He remarked there were less Americans and Asians than 
expected and that many African nations were represented.  Mr. Goetz described the breadth of 
the meeting and the many conference sessions that attendees could attend. Mr. Goetz discussed 
the ongoing efforts amongst International Law Sections across the United States that were 
attempting to build collaboration opportunities and although no conclusions were reached, Mr. 
Goetz shared his comments at the meeting that any organization that may be created be new and 
useful and not just another committee commitment for its members.  Mr. Goetz described the 
Bar Issues Commission and noted that the State Bar of Michigan through the International Law 
Section is a member.  Mr. Goetz recommended to the Council that it continue to support the 
attendance of SBM International Law Section members at the IBA meetings as there would 
continue to be collaborative opportunities for the SBM International Law Section.  Upon motion 
made and approved, the Council approved of the payment of sixty (60) British Pounds Sterling to 
renew the Section’s IBA membership.  Cameron DeLong noted that attendance at and a request 
for funding of representation at the Dubai meeting in 2011 would be discussed at a later meeting. 
 
 
MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 

Cameron DeLong provided a report on behalf of Melina Lito, Senior Editor, who was unable to 
attend the meeting and gave a status report on the Section’s publication entitled Michigan 
International Lawyer (“MIL”). Mr. DeLong reported that the fall edition of the MIL was 
published in October 2010 and that the winter issue would be delayed due to a committed author 
being unable to meet the publishing deadline.  Mr. DeLong renewed his request for the large law 
firms, ILS Committees and ILS members to commit to publishing articles. 
  
ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM 
 
Chair-Elect Margaret Dobrowitsky provided a handout and updated the Council and Section 
members on the likely topics and a draft agenda for the Section’s Annual Meeting to be held in 
September 2011. The Chair-Elect noted that the SBM 2011 annual meeting would be held in 
Dearborn at the Hyatt Regency.  A discussion then ensued as to the preferred day and time of the 
meeting. Votes for Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (September 14, 15 and 16) were made and 
it was determined that the Chair-Elect would come back to the Council with the selected date and 
time that made most sense for the Section and its members. The Chair-Elect noted that she hoped 
to have real world materials, such as sample agreements, available for attendees and that the 
focus of the discussions would be practical implications and real world disputes. It was 
suggested that the time given to both panels be approximately equal. The Chair-Elect reported 
the names of the volunteer members of the Annual Meeting Planning Committee and welcomed 
others to join if interested. The Chair-Elect indicated that she would set up a follow up 
conference call for input as she hoped to have most of the details, Panel Moderators and 
Panelists, determined by the March 2011 meeting.  Cameron DeLong noted that he was 
scheduled to be out of the country at the time of the Annual Meeting, but that he hoped to 
participate by teleconference if possible.  Mr. DeLong also noted that the Annual Meeting 



locations have already been set for 2012 through 2014 with the location alternating between 
Dearborn and Grand Rapids. 
 
SBM-ILS LINKEDIN GROUP 
 
The Secretary, Jeffrey Paulsen, noted that the idea of creating a LinkedIn Group devoted to the 
interests and members of the Section was discussed at the last Council meeting and he solicited 
additional ideas and input from Council and Section members. The Council agreed that creating 
a LinkedIn Group should be pursued and the Secretary agreed to work with volunteers to gather 
information and ideas to implement the SBM ILS LinkedIn Group. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
The Chairperson reported that he was pleased to see the attendance at the Section meeting, 
especially in view of the weather and he encouraged members to continue to attend meetings and 
participate.  
 
SBM Diversity Pledge: The Chairperson noted that the Council had approved of the signing of 
the Pledge at the last Section meeting and he was pleased to report that the ILS was the first 
section of the SBM to sign the Pledge.  The Chairperson then discussed a letter he received from 
Tony Jenkins, SBM President, encouraging all SBM members to consider signing the Pledge in 
their individual and/or law firm and employer capacities.  The Council approved of circulating 
the letter from Mr. Jenkins along with a link to the Pledge so that ILS members could consider if 
they wished to sign the Pledge. 
 
Joint International Arbitration Program with UDM School of Law and SBM Dispute Resolution 
Section:  The Chairperson updated the Council and Section members on the event and asked 
Professor Troy Harris of UDM to provide a brief overview of the program.  Professor Harris 
provided an overview requesting volunteers to serve as speakers and noted the program would be 
in April 2011. Upon motion made and approved, the Council approved of providing $500 to 
support this program.   
 
Master MIL Authors and Publications Schedule: The Chairperson provided an update on efforts 
to encourage the large Michigan based law firms to commit to at least one article per year and/or 
at least one program speaker per year.  The Chairperson also reminded the committee chairs that 
article writing and speaking by the committees were part of the committee chairs commitments 
under the Section’s By-Laws.  The Chairperson indicated he would give a further report at the 
March 2011 Section meeting. 
 
2010-2011 Council Meeting Schedule and Program Planning: The Chairperson provided a hand 
out of the proposed Council meeting dates and possible program topics for March and May 2011.  
The Chairperson noted that the next meeting had tentatively been scheduled for March 22nd at U 
of M Law School in Ann Arbor.  The practical application of alternative dispute resolution that 
was previously suggested by Professor Greg Fox was discussed as likely program topic. The 
subsequent meeting was tentatively set for May 17th, with the location and subject matter still to 
be determined.   



Law Student Members: The Chairperson noted that the Section’s By-Laws permitted the 
appointment by the Chairperson upon approval of the Executive Committee of up to five (5) 
student members. Efforts had been made to have one student from each of the five (5) Michigan 
Law schools appointed. It was noted that to date four (4) had been appointed and that he had just 
received information about a well-qualified individual, Julia Papastavridis, from U of M Law 
School, who would be appointed until the September 2011 Section Annual Meeting. 
 
Wayne State University Law School U.S.-China Program: The Chairperson reminded the 
Council and Section members about the upcoming program being hosted at Wayne State Law 
School on February 11, 2011. 
 
Wayne State University Law School Lunch Panel: The Chairperson noted that Sam Saif, the 
WSU Law School student member of the Section, was looking for volunteers to assist the 
International Law Student Association by serving on a lunch panel to discuss international law 
experiences with students.  If Section members have an interest, they should contact Cameron 
DeLong or Sam Saif. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson reported that the International Business and Tax committee chair Michael 
Domanski could not attend this evenings meeting due to a conflict, but that this committee has 
been active. The Chairperson reported that Andrew Doornaert, committee chair of the 
International Trade committee, wished to resign due to other commitments. Richard Goetz, the 
chair of the Emerging Nations committee, reported on the recent activities of the committee, 
including organizing the African Nation symposium held by the Section in the summer of 2010.  
Debra Auerbach Clephane could not attend this evenings meeting due to a conflict, but it was 
noted that the International Employment Law and Immigration committee has been active, 
including providing a presentation at the January 2010 Section meeting and presentation 
following this meeting by Ms. Linda Armstrong.  Andrew Moore, newly appointed chair of the 
International Human Rights committee, reported that he was just getting up to speed on the 
activities of the committee and that he would have a report at later meetings. Mr. DeLong noted 
that a message would be sent on listserv requesting a volunteer to serve as Chair of the 
International Trade Committee and for additional volunteers to serve on all of the Section’s 
committees. The Chairperson encouraged members of the Section to join the committees to assist 
the committee chairs. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tim Kaufmann, the Michigan State University Law school student member, reminded the 
Council and Section members about an upcoming International Law Symposium at MSU and 
that they were looking for sponsors and volunteers to serve on four panels.  The Chairperson 
suggested that he and Mr. Kaufmann discuss the upcoming program so that it can be presented to 
the Council at a future meeting. 
 
The Secretary noted that efforts had been made to update the SBM International Law Section 



website, including the posting of program presentations.  He directed Council and Section 
members to www.michbar.org/international for more information. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting. 

POST-MEETING RECEPTION AND PROGRAM 

The program “Expanding Business into Mexico and Brazil” was presented by Tim Finerty, a 
shareholder in Clayton McKervey, P.C., and Immigration Overview: Mexico and Brazil was 
presented by Linda Armstrong, a shareholder in Butzel Long. It was noted that these 
presentations would be available on the SBM International Law website. A networking reception 
was held immediately after the adjournment of the Program.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Secretary 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 

 

 
 


