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Mark W. Jane

Welcome to the State Bar of 
Michigan Young Lawyers Section’s 
9th Annual Young Lawyers Summit!

First of all, I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to our generous sponsors, our outstanding 
speakers, the State Bar of Michigan staff, the 
Crowne Plaza Detroit-Novi, and DUEL Novi.  All 
their support is integral to the success of the 9th 
Annual Summit and we very much appreciate all of their efforts.  I highly 
recommend taking the time to stop by the many vendor tables hosted by 
our sponsors, as they have a ton of great information and materials to offer.

Next, I personally would like to thank the Young Lawyers Section 
Council for the countless hours all have put in to plan and execute the 
Summit.  This is a very large endeavor and all 23 members of the Council 
contributed to ensure the Summit’s success.  Hats off to all involved!

The Young Lawyers Section Council established the first Summit in 
2008 to provide an opportunity for all newer attorneys from across the 
State of Michigan to converge over a weekend to promote professional 
development and legal education.  Nine years later, that goal is still very 
much at the heart of every minute planned.  We hope that you will leave the 
Summit with plenty of useful information and numerous connections.

We have assembled a fantastic lineup of presenters to discuss a 
multitude of issues and topics particularly germane to the development of 
fledgling lawyers.  We are also excited to hear from our keynote speaker, 
State Bar of Michigan President Lori A Buiteweg.  President Buiteweg has 
been a tremendous asset to the entire SBM and we are very fortunate as a 
section to be able to receive some of her sage advice.

Last, but certainly not least, a special kudos to this year’s recipient of the 
Regeana Myrick Outstanding Young Lawyer Award, Imran Syed.  We had 
an amazing mix of nominees this year and we thank everyone for their work 
in submitting so many great candidates.

I look forward to meeting you all this weekend – have a wonderful time!

Best regards,

Mark W. Jane
Chair, Young Lawyers Section, State Bar of Michigan



Schedule of Events at a Glance

Friday, June 3

12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. New Lawyer Orientation

5:00 p.m.–6:30 p.m. Summit Registration

7:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m. Friday Social Sponsored by ICLE

Saturday, June 4

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Summit Registration

8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. Breakfast

9:30 a.m.–10:20 a.m. Track I: 

“LGBT Family Issues After 
Obergefell”

Sponsored by SBM Family 
Law Section

Track II: 

“Effective Oral Advocacy 
in Motion Practice”

10:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.

Track I: 

“Mediation Advocacy: The 
Art of Achieving Better 

Negotiated Agreements”

Track II: 

“Appealing Briefs”

11:30 a.m.–12:20 p.m.

Track I: 

“Outstanding Interviews 
and Powerful Resumes”

Track II: 

“Practical Use of 
Technology in the 21st 

Century Law Practice”

12:30 p.m.–2:00 p.m.

Luncheon -

Keynote Speech by SBM President Lori A. Buiteweg

Presentation of the 2016 Regeana Myrick Outstanding 
Young Lawyer Award

Sponsored by SBM Health Care Law Section

2:10 p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Track I: 

“Navigating the Waters of 
Federal Agency Practice”

Track II: 

“42 USC 1983 & Police 
Misconduct”

3:10 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Track I: 

“Proving and Defending 
Claims for Attorney Fees”

Track II: 

“DICE: How to Read an 
Insurance Policy”

4:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m. Free Time

6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Social: Duel Piano Bar
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Friday, June 3, 2016
12:00–5:00 p.m. New Lawyer Orientation

5:00–6:30 p.m. Registration

7:00–10:00 p.m. Friday Social sponsored by the Institute of Continuing      
Legal Education (“ICLE”)

Saturday, June 4, 2016
8:30 a.m.–Noon Registration

8:30–9:30 am Breakfast
9:30–10:20 am 
Track I: “LGBT Family Issues After Obergefell” 

 Sponsored by the SBM Family Law Section

 Despite the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in 
Obergefell v. Hodges which established “a national 
requirement that states issue marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples and honor same-sex marriages licensed by other 
states,” the LGBT community still faces significant obstacles 
to achieving complete equality under the law.  Taking a 
practice-based approach, this experienced panel addresses 
the key issues facing attorneys today when representing 
LGBT clients.

Panelists:  Liisa Speaker, Speaker Law Firm, PLLC

• Ric Roane, Warner Norcross & Judd

• Christine Yared, Christine A. Yared, PLC

• Angie Martell, Inglesia Martell Law Firm, PLLC

Track II: “Effective Oral Advocacy in Motion Practice”

 Learn best practices in oral advocacy from one of Detroit’s 
leading trial attorneys. From structuring your argument to 
presentation style, there is a lot to oral argument in motion 
practice. Whether you are just starting out or have been 
arguing motions for years, this session is packed full of 
practical tips that you will not want to miss.

 Speaker:  Ven Johnson, Johnson Law, PLC

Detailed Schedule of Events
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9:30–10:20 a.m.
Track I: “Mediation Advocacy: The Art of Achieving Better                            

Negotiated Agreements”

 Learn how mediation advocacy differs from traditional 
zealous advocacy.  Watch a typical commercial dispute 
unfold at the table.  See how skilled advocates capitalize on 
the unique opportunities mediation presents, to overcome 
emotional road blocks, improve damaged relationships, and 
reach win/win business solutions.

 Speaker:   Toni Raheem, Law & Mediation Offices of 
Antoinette R. Raheem PC 

• Sheldon Stark, Mediator and Arbitrator

• Peter Kupelian, Clark Hill PLC

• Joe Basta, Basta Resolutions, PLLC

• Michael S. Leib, LeibADR

Track II: “Appealing Briefs”

 Join Western Michigan University Cooley Law School’s Professor 
Mark Cooney as he discusses his area of expertise in practice: 
writing effective appellate briefs.  Professor Cooney will offer 
instruction regarding writing the most effective appellate brief 
and how to approach different types of appellate briefs such as 
applications for leave to appeal as well as main briefs.  

 Speaker:   Mark Cooney, Western Michigan University Cooley 
Law School

11:30 am–12:20 p.m. 
Track I: “Outstanding Interviews and Powerful Resumes”

 An excellent panel of knowledgeable attorneys will discuss 
such topics as getting in the door for an interview, preparing 
for and handling the interview itself, and drafting résumés to 
get the right kind of attention.

  Panelists:  Rebekah Page-Gourley, ICLE
• Jerome Crawford, Horizon Global

• Grace Trueman, Dickinson Wright, PLLC

• Amanda D. Szukala, Law Firm of John F Schaefer

• Megan Moslimani, City of Detroit Law Department
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Track II: “Practical Use of Technology in the 21st Century Law Practice”

 The use of existing and emerging technology in the modern 
legal practice gives rise to risk as well as benefits to both 
practitioners and recipients of services.  This panel will 
discuss such topics as the ethical and appropriate application 
of technology to the delivery and marketing of legal services.  

 Panelists:  Tom Howlett, Googasian Firm, PC

• Dan Linna, MSU College of Law

• Angela Tripp, Michigan Legal Help Program

12:30–2:00 p.m. Summit Luncheon 
 Sponsored by the Health Care Law Section

 Keynote Speech by SBM President Lori A. Buiteweg

 Presentation of the 2016 Regeana Myrick Outstanding Young 
Lawyer Award

Winner:  Imran Syed, University of Michigan Law School 
Innocence Clinic 

Finalist: Mitra Jafary-Hariri, Honigman Miller Schwartz and 
Cohn LLP 

Finalist: Emily Thomas, Reiter & Walsh, P.C.

2:10–3:00 p.m. 
Track I:  “Navigating the Waters of Federal Agency Practice”

 Whether you practice regularly in front of federal agencies or you 
just want to learn about this area of the law, this panel discussion 
offers helpful insights into the special rules, procedures, and 
strategies of federal agencies from a variety of perspectives. 
From employment disputes to immigration appeals, this panel of 
experienced practitioners has a lot to share. 

 Panelists:  Heather Garvock, Ellis Porter, PLC

•  Lynn McGuire, Butzel Long, PC

•  Syeda Davidson, Burgess, Sharp & Golden PLLC
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Track II:  “42 USC 1983 & Police Misconduct”

 From three different legal vantage points, explore the practice 
area of 42 USC 1983 and police misconduct. This panel of 
experts, which includes John Goldpaugh, Julie Hurwitz, and 
Greg Rohl, will share personal experiences and offer insight 
into this interesting area of the law.

 Panelists:  John Goldpaugh, Goldpaugh & Associates PC

•  Julie Hurwitz, Goodman & Hurwitz PC

•  Gregory Rohl, Law Offices of Gregory Rohl PC

3:10–4:00 p.m. 
Track I:  “Proving and Defending Claims for Attorney Fees”

 Certainly a topic of interest for young and new lawyers, 
attorney Pat Gallagher of the Gallagher Law Firm will discuss 
strategies for how and when to request an award of attorney 
fees….and prevail!

 Speaker:  Pat Gallagher, Gallagher Law Firm

Track II:  “DICE: How to Read an Insurance Policy”

 A beginner’s guide to understanding insurance policies and 
how they are structured.  D.I.C.E. is an acronym that stands for 
Declarations, Insuring Agreements, Conditions, and Exclusions 
and will ensure that you learn the basics to analyze every 
insurance policy.

Speaker: Kathleen Lupilato, Auto-Owners Insurance Company

6:000–9:00 p.m. Saturday Social: Duel Piano Bar 
 Located at 44375 Twelve Mile Rd., Novi, MI 48377
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Keynote Speaker: Lori A. Buiteweg
Lori A. Buiteweg (pronounced like “suit”- uh-

wehg with a “b”) is a shareholder at Nichols, Sacks, 
Slank, Sendelbach & Buiteweg, P.C., in Ann Arbor, 
where she focuses her practice on matrimonial law. 
She is president of the State Bar of Michigan and has 
represented Washtenaw County on the SBM Board of 

Commissioners for 12 years.

Prior to serving as SBM president, Buiteweg served as SBM president-elect 
in 2014-2015, and chair of Public Policy, Image and Identity Committee, 
where she oversaw the institution of Keller-Permissibility Safeguards 
pertaining to the practice of law and administration of justice. From 2011-
2014, Buiteweg served as vice president, secretary and treasurer of the State 
Bar, and chair of the Member Services Committee, Finance Committee, and 
Professional Standards Committee. She served as chairperson of the State Bar 
of Michigan Representative Assembly from 2005-2006.

Buiteweg served as president of the Washtenaw County Bar Association 
from 2000-2001. She currently serves on the WCBA Public Service 
Committee, as chairperson of its highly successful Constitution Day Project. 
She received the 2015 Washtenaw County Eastern Michigan University 
Legal Resource Center Outstanding Service Award, the 2013 Patriot Award 
from the Washtenaw County Bar Association for her community service, pro 
bono representation and educating the public about the U.S. Constitution. 
She received the 2012 Citizen of the Year Award from the Michigan Council 
for Social Studies. She was named Grand Blanc High School Alumna of the 
Year in 2006. Buiteweg is a fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers, one of fewer than 50 in Michigan and 1,600 nationwide. She is a 
founding member of the Washtenaw County Eastern Michigan University 
Legal Resource Center, which helps self-represented litigants find and fill out 
appropriate forms and navigate courthouse processes.

Buiteweg previously practiced law as an associate and litigation attorney 
at Conlin, McKenney & Philbrick PC in Ann Arbor. She graduated from 
the Honors College at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor with a 
bachelor’s degree in Spanish and Economics. She earned her juris doctor 
from Wayne State University Law School in Detroit.

When she isn’t practicing law or volunteering for the Bar, you will find 
Buiteweg de-stressing at her favorite yoga studio or in her work-out room 
at home.



2016 Young Lawyers Summit

Speaker Biographies

Joe Basta
Joe Basta is president of Basta Resolutions PLLC, 

helping businesses, families, and individuals resolve 
conflicts through mediation and arbitration.  A former 
federal law clerk, Joe spent over 34 years at Dykema 
Gossett, trying and litigating complex commercial cases 
in venues from local circuit courts to the United States 
Supreme Court.  Since 2003, Joe has concentrated on 
alternative dispute resolution, winning awards from 

community dispute resolution programs in Wayne and Washtenaw coun-
ties for his mediation work.  He also is a past recipient of the State Bar of 
Michigan’s John W. Cummiskey Pro Bono Award for death penalty litiga-
tion and mediation work. 

Joe is an adjunct professor at the College of Law at Michigan State 
University where he teaches negotiation and mediation.  He is a former 
president of the Dispute Resolution Center of Washtenaw and Livingston 
counties, a member of Professional Resolution Experts of Michigan, Inc., 
coaches mediation for ICLE, and lectures on and writes about ADR topics.  
Joe is the current chair of the ADR Section of the State Bar of Michigan 
and co-chair of the ADR Section of the Washtenaw County Bar Associa-
tion.  He graduated from Boston College, summa cum laude, and from the 
Georgetown University Law Center.

Mark Cooney
Mark Cooney is a professor at Western Michigan 

University Cooley Law School, where he chairs the 
Research and Advanced Writing Department. Before 
joining the faculty, he spent 10 years in private prac-
tice with civil-litigation firms. He specialized in civil 
appeals, successfully briefing and arguing appeals in 
the Michigan Supreme Court, the Michigan Court of 
Appeals, and the United States Court of Appeals for 

the Sixth Circuit. He chaired the State Bar’s Appellate Practice Section and 
is a founding board member for the Michigan Supreme Court Historical 
Society’s Advocates Guild.

Professor Cooney is editor in chief of The Scribes Journal of Legal Writ-
ing and authored the book Sketches on Legal Style, which collected his essays 
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from the Michigan Bar Journal’s “Plain Language” column. He has also 
authored articles on legal writing in The Scribes Journal of Legal Writing, 
Student Lawyer, and TRIAL, along with a textbook chapter, journal articles, 
and short pieces on professional malpractice and appellate practice.

While in practice, Professor Cooney was a co-recipient of the Cooley Law 
Review’s Distinguished Brief Award.

Jerome Crawford
Jerome Crawford focuses his practice primarily on 

commercial litigation, intellectual property (copyright 
and trademark law), corporate, information technol-
ogy, and entertainment/sports law. While earning his 
juris doctor at Michigan State University, he was vice 
president of the Black Law Students Association; direc-
tor of entertainment for the Sports and Entertainment 
Law Society; executive director of the trial side of Moot 

Court and Trial Advocacy Board; and co-founder of META (Media, Enter-
tainment, Technology, and the Arts Law Society), which created “Beyond 
Clause 8,” MSU Law’s first academic law blog focusing on IP, media, and 
technology issues. Mr. Crawford is a member of the executive council of the 
State Bar of Michigan Young Lawyers Section, on the board of directors for 
both the Wolverine Bar Association and the MSU College of Law Alumni 
Association, and is a member of the SBM Arts, Communications, Enter-
tainment, and Sports (ACES) executive council. Since 2014, he has served 
as a member of the State Bar of Michigan’s Character and Fitness Commit-
tee for District I. He was inducted into the ABA Scholars Program for the 
2014-2015 bar year. Presently within the ABA, Mr. Crawford is an ambas-
sador for the Business Law Section, vice chair of the Young Lawyers Divi-
sion’s (YLD) Entertainment and Sports Industry Committee, and a member 
of the YLD Affiliate Assistance Team.
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Syeda Davidson
Syeda Davidson is an associate attorney at Burgess 

Sharp & Golden, PLLC, where her practice is concen-
trated on employment and civil rights matters. Prior 
to that, she was a staff attorney at Lakeshore Legal 
Aid, where she represented low-income survivors of 
domestic violence in civil proceedings. Syeda received 
her juris doctor, cum laude, from Thomas M. Cooley 

Law School in 2008. She has since held numerous leadership positions 
with the Oakland County Bar Association, where she has chaired the Law-
Related Education Committee and the P.A.L.S. (Providing Access to Legal 
Services) Committee. She is the immediate past chair of the New Lawyers 
Committee. Nationally, Syeda is a managing editor for the American Bar 
Association’s publication, TYL. Syeda is active with organizations outside of 
the practice of law as well. She serves on the Board of Directors for Affirma-
tions, a community center focused on LGBT education and advocacy in 
Ferndale, Michigan, and Detroit Together Men’s Chorus. She is also active 
with the American Civil Liberties Union. Syeda’s hobbies include aerial ac-
robatics and playing the bass guitar. She resides in Berkley, Michigan, with 
her husband, Mark, and their cat, Kitty Cat. 

Pat Gallagher
Attorney Byron (“Pat”) Gallagher is founder of The 

Gallagher Law Firm overseeing its day-to-day opera-
tions, as well as the long-term strategic planning of the 
firm. He has practiced law since 1989 and focuses on 
business, real estate, estate planning, and estate ad-
ministration. He serves as an arbitrator and facilitative 
mediator in state and federal courts. Mr. Gallagher has 
litigated cases throughout Michigan before the Ameri-

can Arbitration Association, state and federal courts, Michigan Court of 
Appeals, Michigan Supreme Court, and the United States Court of Appeals.  
He frequently serves as an expert witness and consultant on attorney fee 
issues. In addition to practicing law, Mr. Gallagher is a working participant 
in several business ventures involving real estate and banking. He has held 
a Michigan real estate broker license since 1998. His bank involvement 
includes being an incorporator, director, and executive committee member 
of Summit Community Bank that merged into Horizon Bank http://www.
horizonbank.com/



2016 Young Lawyers Summit

Heather Garvock
Heather L. Garvock is a lifelong resident of Michi-

gan and a graduate of Eastern Michigan University 
(B.S. summa cum laude, 2005) and Wayne State Uni-
versity (J.D., cum laude, 2008). Since 2011, Heather 
has been of counsel to Ellis Porter, PLC where she 
dedicates her entire practice to immigration matters 
such as family-based immigration, removal defense, 
and humanitarian issues.

Heather is admitted to practice in the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Michigan and the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit. She is also a member of the State Bar of Michigan, 
American Immigration Lawyers’ Association (AILA), and Washtenaw 
County Bar Association.

John Goldpaugh
John Goldpaugh is an attorney in the Detroit area rep-

resenting members of various police organizations, includ-
ing the Detroit Police Officers Association, Police Officers 
Labor Council, and Michigan Association of Police.

John also handles all types of family law and crimi-
nal matters, including OWI and traffic.

John has been practicing in Michigan since 1979.

 Tom Howlett
Tom Howlett vigorously pursues cases for people and 

families harmed by others’ misconduct, undertaking both 
individual lawsuits and class actions.  His primary areas 
of focus are professional negligence (medical malpractice 
and legal malpractice), catastrophic injury, civil rights 
(wrongful convictions), and consumer class actions.

Tom also works hard to serve the profession and 
public.  He is immediate past president of the Oakland 

County Bar Association, Michigan’s largest voluntary bar association. Iin 
2016, he was recognized by Michigan Lawyers Weekly as one of 30 “Leaders 
in the Law” in the State of Michigan. 

Tom has practiced law in Washington, D.C.; Michigan; and in state 
and federal courts across the country since 1990. He joined The Googasian 
Firm, P.C., in 1998, and he serves as the firm’s chief operating officer. Tom 
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graduated from Harvard College (A.B. cum laude, 1984) and University of 
Michigan Law School (J.D., 1990). Prior to law school, he was a reporter 
for The Dallas Morning News.

From 1990 to 1991, Tom served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable 
Douglas W. Hillman, then-chief judge of the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Michigan. From 1995 to 1997, Tom and his 
family lived in the Republic of Palau in the western Pacific, where Tom served 
as assistant attorney general and counsel to the president for that new island 
nation. From 2000 to 2005, Tom served as chair of the State Bar of Michi-
gan’s Law and the Media Committee. Since 2005, he has served as a board 
member of the Oakland County Bar Association, where he currently serves 
as president and previously chaired the membership committee. In 2007 and 
again in 2013, he received the OCBA’s Distinguished Service Award.

In every year since 2006, Tom has been recognized as one of Michi-
gan’s Super Lawyers. He also has received the highest “AV” peer review 
rating from LexisNexis Martindale-Hubbell. Tom was recently profiled in 
Motion magazine.

He is a member of the State Bar of Michigan, the District of Columbia 
Bar (inactive) and the State Bar of Texas (inactive), as well as the American 
Bar Association, the American Association of Justice, and the Michigan As-
sociation of Justice.

Julie Hurwitz
Julie Hurwitz is in private practice in Detroit, 

Michigan, a partner in the firm of Goodman & Hur-
witz, P.C., where she and her partner Bill Goodman, 
along with associate Kathryn James, specialize in civil 
rights and government misconduct/§1983 litigation. 
She was adjunct professor of law at the University of 
Detroit/Mercy School of Law between 2005-2009, 
where she aught a class in Civil Rights Litigation. From 

1990-1993 and again from 1997-2006, she was the executive director of the 
NLG/Maurice & Jane Sugar Law Center for Economic and Social Justice 
[Sugar Law Center] in Detroit. She has successfully tried several civil rights 
cases to verdicts in excess of $1 million, including police misconduct, pris-
oner rights, malicious prosecution, wrongful conviction, failure to protect, 
and sexual harassment cases.

She is currently vice president of the Michigan/Detroit Chapter of the 
National Lawyers Guild and is on the Board of Directors of the Sugar Law 
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Center and the Michigan Coalition for Human Rights. She has spoken and 
written extensively on issues pertaining to civil rights, civil liberties and 
representing victims of constitutional violations. 

In addition to representing the plaintiffs in the Flint water class ac-
tions, she is also co-counsel, on behalf of the NLG and with the Sugar Law 
Center, in the federal constitutional challenge to the Michigan Emergency 
Manager Law (“dictator bill”), currently pending in the US Court of Ap-
peals, and is representing the criminal civil disobedience defendants who 
were arrested in July 2014 protesting the Detroit mass water shut-offs. 

Ms. Hurwitz is a 1978 graduate, Phi Beta Kappa, from the University 
of California at Berkeley with a bachelor’s degree in economics, and a 1982 
graduate of the University of Michigan Law School.

Ven Johnson
Ven Johnson is the president of Johnson Law, PLC. 

With offices in Detroit and Grand Rapids, his firm spe-
cializes in plaintiff personal injury law, serving clients in 
Michigan and nationwide.

 Mr. Johnson has been representing victims against 
insurance companies, big business and government for 
30 years. He has handled cases in state and federal courts 

in most Michigan jurisdictions and in courtrooms throughout the United 
States. He has worked on some of the biggest, most complex and high profile 
injury cases in America, winning over $100 million in jury verdicts and achiev-
ing case settlements of more than $300 million.

 Originally from Saginaw, Ven earned his undergraduate degree at Kalam-
azoo College in 1983 and received his juris doctor at the University of Detroit 
School of Law in 1986.

 Mr. Johnson is an active supporter of the legal community. He is a member 
of the State Bar of Michigan, Negligence Committee secretary, president of the 
Michigan Association of Justice (MAJ), and a member of the American Associa-
tion of Justice (AAJ). He is also part of the AAJ’s Leaders Forum and is on the 
executive board for the Police Misconduct Litigation Section. Additionally, he is 
a member of the American Board of Trial Attorneys (ABOTA). He continues to 
lecture on numerous litigation issues in Michigan and across the United States 
and supports a variety of causes in and around Michigan.
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Peter Kupelian
Peter B. Kupelian is a litigator specializing in em-

ployment, insurance coverage and shareholder/business 
disputes. He defends companies in employment-related 
litigation, including disputes over breach of employment 
contracts and wrongful discharge, as well as age, sex, 
weight, religious, and race discrimination. He also coun-
sels clients on day-to-day employment issues, including 

drafting and interpreting employment manuals and contracts. He has particular 
experience with executive employment agreements and the specific standards 
and requirements of such agreements.

Peter regularly counsels businesses and individuals regarding legal, fiduciary, 
and ethical obligations, in accordance with pertinent agreements and legal re-
quirements, to best assure compliance and to evaluate and minimize attendant 
risks. Such counseling takes place in the context of determining the appropriate 
course of action in a complex and regulatory filled environment and preferably 
prior to any dispute arising or litigation being initiated.

Peter also provides expert services in all areas of alternative dispute resolu-
tion. He has conducted mediations and arbitrations in a wide variety of legal 
practice areas and has participated in writing, lecturing, and training regard-
ing alternative dispute resolution methodologies and issues. He serves as a 
mediator and arbitrator in wide-ranging areas including complex commercial, 
shareholder, and partnership disputes, contract and medical-related matters. 
He also serves as a court-appointed arbitrator, mediator, and special master to 
resolve disputes among parties.

Michael S. Leib
Attorney Michael S. Leib retired from trial law in 

2014 with almost 35 years of practice during which he 
tried cases in federal courts, including the bankruptcy 
court, and state courts, and appeared before arbitration 
panels involving a wide range of complex commercial, 
insolvency, contract, real estate, probate and employ-
ment matters. Attorney Leib’s experience also includes 
roles as an arbitrator, case evaluator and mediator and 

an in August 2015 announced the launch of LeibADR to provide metro 
Detroit law firms and the courts with mediation and arbitration services.  

Attorney Leib is a member of the State Bar of Michigan Judicial Qualifi-
cations Committee. He also was the chairperson of the State Bar of Michi-
gan Character and Fitness Committee.



2016 Young Lawyers Summit

Dan Linna
Daniel W. Linna Jr. is a professor of law in resi-

dence and the director of LegalRnD—The Center for 
Legal Services Innovation at Michigan State University 
College of Law. Previously, Dan was an equity partner 
in the Litigation Department at Honigman Miller 
Schwartz and Cohn. He clerked for U.S. Court of 
Appeals Judge James L. Ryan. Before law school, Dan 
was a developer, consultant, and information technol-

ogy manager. He is the co-founder of and lead organizer for the Detroit and 
Chicago Legal Innovation & Technology meetup groups. Dan received his 
BA from the University of Michigan, a second BA and an MA in public 
policy and administration from Michigan State University, and his JD from 
the University of Michigan Law School.

Kathleen Lupilato
Kathleen holds a bachelor of science degree from 

the University of Michigan and a juris doctor degree 
from Wayne State University Law School.  Kathleen is 
the chair of the State Bar of Michigan Insurance and 
Indemnity Law Section. 

 Kathleen began her career in 1987 in Southfield, 
Michigan with a small firm and then moved to Lansing 
in 1988 and practiced with Denfield, Timmer & Tay-

lor.  She left private practice in 1999 joining Auto-Owners Insurance Com-
pany as an attorney in the home office legal department.  She was promoted 
to her current position as assistant vice president in 2014.  

Angie Martell
     Angie Martell, the founder and managing part-

ner of Iglesia Martell Law Firm, PLLC in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan,  has practiced law for over 25 years. In her 
holistic law practice, she works in a variety of areas, 
including family, criminal, and business law, and also 
advocates for the LGBT, Spanish-speaking, and deaf 
communities. In 2014, she was the recipient of the 
Washtenaw County Bar Association’s Martin Luther 

King “I Have a Dream” Award for her work building trust between the 
community and the legal system, and for tireless devotion to securing fair 
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and equal treatment for all individuals under the law. She also serves as co-
chair of Washtenaw County’s LGBTQ Rights Section, and sits on the Board 
of Directors for SAFE HOUSE. She is a past cooperating attorney with 
LAMBDA Legal Defense and Education Fund and co-wrote the amicus 
brief, In the Matter of Sharon Kowalski, Court of Appeals for the state of 
Minnesota. Angie has worked extensively in the areas civil rights, family law, 
LGBT issues, employee rights, criminal defense, mediation, and arbitration. 
Angie graduated with a masters of law from Harvard Law School and a juris 
doctor from the City University of New York Law School.

Lynn McGuire
Lynn McGuire is a shareholder based in Butzel 

Long’s Ann Arbor office. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame Law School (J.D., 1997) and 
received a degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Michigan—Dearborn (B.A., with distinc-
tion, 1993).

 Ms. McGuire concentrates her practice in the area 
of employee benefits law. Ms. McGuire is a frequent 

speaker on patient protection and Affordable Care Act requirements (health 
care reform). She has a wealth of experience in advising employers and other 
fiduciaries on fiduciary “best practices,” as well as ERISA and tax compli-
ance. Ms. McGuire negotiates all types of plan service provider contracts, 
including investment agreements for separate segregated funds and pooled 
investment vehicles. She regularly drafts a variety of benefit plan-related 
documents, including plans, summary plan descriptions, policies and 
procedures, plan amendments, required notices, IRS determination letter 
applications, QDRO determinations, and QMCSO determinations. Ms. 
McGuire has significant experience representing clients in Department of 
Labor audits and investigations. Over the years, she has represented a count-
less number of clients in IRS employee plan compliance resolution system 
filings and IRS determination letter applications. Ms. McGuire provides 
strategic counsel on mergers, plant closings, benefit plan termination, and 
withdrawal liability associated with multi-employer fringe benefit funds. 

 Before joining Butzel Long, Lynn McGuire was a partner in a private 
practice, providing services to various fiduciaries including fringe benefit 
fund sponsors and boards. She managed complex civil litigation matters, 
including ERISA-based fiduciary liability claims, prohibited transactions, 
and pension investment litigation. 
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 Ms. McGuire is admitted to practice in the states of Ohio and Michigan. 
She is a member of the American Bar Association, the state bars of Michigan 
and Ohio, the Greater Ann Arbor Society for Human Resource Managers, 
and serves on the Board of the Washtenaw Area Council for Children.

Megan Moslimani
Megan Moslimani is a former assistant prosecuting 

attorney at the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. She 
has tried various high profile and complex cases. Megan 
comes from a diverse and multicultural background.  
She has a passion for learning and takes pride in keep-
ing up with the latest advancements in the legal world.  
She dedicates her extra time to giving back to the com-
munity and volunteering for several local organizations.  

She enjoys being a part of the Big Brothers Big Sisters Program as well as 
chairing the American Arab Chamber of Commerce. Megan also sits on the 
board of Wish Upon a Teen—an organization dedicated to providing re-
sources, time and opportunities to teenagers with severe life-limiting medi-
cal conditions. Through creative, social, and educational opportunities, the 
goal is to normalize their environment and rebuild their self-esteem as they 
transition to adulthood. Megan is now deputy chief of criminal enforce-
ment and quality of life for the city of Detroit Law Department.  Her work 
focuses on local prosecutions, commercial blight litigation, and enforcement 
against serial slumlords and other criminal matters.

Rebekah Page-Gourley
Rebekah Page-Gourley previously practiced at the 

law firm of Johnson Rosati LaBarge Aseltyne & Field 
in Farmington Hills, primarily in the areas of munici-
pal and employment defense. In her current role, Ms. 
Page-Gourley writes and edits ICLE publications, plans 
and develops new products, and leads several initia-
tives geared toward building and maintaining a diverse 
contributor base and helping new lawyers succeed in 

practice. A graduate of Tulane Law School in New Orleans, LA, Ms. Page-
Gourley is a member of the Litigation, Consumer Law, Appellate Practice, 
and Intellectual Property sections of the State Bar of Michigan.
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Toni Raheem
Antoinette (Toni) Raheem is the principal attorney 

at Law & Mediation Offices of Antoinette R. Raheem. 
After 25 years as a litigator, she now works exclusively 
as a mediator and arbitrator applying ADR to business, 
employment, tort, civil rights, domestic and educa-
tional conflicts. Ms. Raheem is an ADR law professor 
at Michigan State and Cooley law schools. Additionally, 
Toni taught Conflict Coaching at Oakland University’s 

Graduate School of Public Administration and taught at Wayne State U. 
Law School. Ms. Raheem has conducted mediation trainings for ACR, the 
Institute of Continuing Legal Education, state and local bar associations, 
various mediation centers, the American Bar Association, and other national 
forums. Past chair of the State Bar of Michigan ADR Section, Toni has 
authored numerous articles on ADR and appeared on legal television shows 
addressing ADR topics.

Toni is the recipient of the Trailblazer of the Year, Pioneer, George 
Bashara, and Businesswoman of the Year awards. She is a distinguished fel-
low of the International Academy of Mediators. She has served on multiple 
Michigan Supreme Court committees tasked to develop ADR court rules 
and mediator standards of conduct. Ms. Raheem was a founding member 
of PREMi (a collaborative of experienced ADR professionals), as well as a 
founder of the ADR committees of the Detroit Metropolitan Bar and Fed-
eral Bar associations. Toni was appointed by federal judges in the Eastern 
District of Michigan to mediate cases related to the 2014 Detroit bankrupt-
cy. Ms. Raheem is a graduate of Princeton University and Columbia Law 
School, a former federal court law clerk and former partner in the Detroit 
law firm of Honigman, Miller, Schwartz & Cohn. 

Richard A. Roane
Richard A. Roane is a partner with Warner Norcross 

& Judd LLP and concentrates his practice in domestic 
relations litigation and alternate dispute resolution 
including divorce, child custody, pre- and postnuptial 
agreements; non-marital domestic relationships; LGBT 
family, marriage.and dissolution issues; and complex 
business valuation and distribution.  He is a mediator, 
an arbitrator certified by the American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML), and a trained collaborative attorney.  He is 
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an American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers—Michigan Chapter fellow 
(president 2012-2013) and serves as the Michigan Chapter’s delegate to 
the National Board of Governors. He is the founding chair of the LGBT/
Alternative Family Committee, Co-Chair of the Chapter Leader’s Commit-
tee, and serves on the Long-Range Planning Committee. He is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the AAML Foundation.  He is a member of the 
American Bar Association’s Family Law Section, the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Family Law Section (two-term council member), the Grand Rapids Bar As-
sociation Family Law Section (past chairperson), and Collaborative Divorce 
Professionals of West Michigan.  Mr. Roane is also a member of the Inter-
national Academy of Family Lawyers, serving on its LGBT Committee.  He 
was named a top 100 Michigan Super Lawyer in 2010, Best Lawyers Grand 
Rapids Family Law Attorney of the Year in 2012, and a Leading Lawyer in 
Family Law in 2013-2016. He speaks regularly for the Institute for Con-
tinuing Legal Education, is a sought-after writer and speaker for family law 
organizations around the country, edits a number of ICLE publications, and 
serves on several ICLE and other bar planning committees.

Gregory Rohl
Mr. Rohl is a 1983 honors graduate of the University 

of Michigan and thereafter attended Boston Univer-
sity School of Law where he was associate editor of the 
National Probate Law Journal, earning his juris doctorate 
in 1986. Immediately thereafter, he honed his litiga-
tion skills at two of Michigan’s largest civil defense law 
firms, Kitch, Suhrheinrich and Dykema Gossett. For the 
latter law firm, Mr. Rohl was recruited and hired on a 

plane coming back from a deposition where he discredited an expert witness. 
In 1990, Mr. Rohl decided to follow his passion and committed himself to 
helping the disadvantaged by joining Fieger & Fieger, P.C., where he initially 
became part of Dr. Kevorkian’s litigation defense team. Mr. Rohl successfully 
achieved verdicts and settlements on various pieces of litigation generating 
millions of dollars in revenue. In 1994, Mr. Rohl struck out on his own and 
opened his first law office in Novi, Michigan, although he continued to col-
laborate with Geoffrey Fieger on several multi  million dollar cases.

Mr. Rohl’s most recent success involved the handling of the Floyd Dent 
case, where in a 90-day period, Mr. Dent went from a bloody and beaten 
victim of police brutality who was saddled with three manufactured charges 
to the newest Michigan millionaire.
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Liisa Speaker
Liisa Speaker is an attorney who practices exclusively 

in the field of appeals.  She spends a significant amount 
of her appellate practice on family law appeals.  Ms. 
Speaker graduated from the University of Texas School 
of Law and was admitted to practice law in Texas in 
1999 and in Michigan in 2003.  She began to work 
exclusively on appeals in 2006 and opened her own 
appellate boutique in 2007.  In addition to a demon-

strated history of effective appellate advocacy, Ms. Speaker is highly involved 
in the legal community. She was appointed by the Michigan Supreme Court 
to her second four-year term on the Court Reporter and Recorder Board 
of Review. She is a past chair of the Appellate Practice Section for the State 
Bar of Michigan. She is also the Immediate Past President of the Ingham 
County Bar Association. Through her written and oral advocacy, Ms. 
Speaker has demonstrated a passion for developing an appellate practice that 
gives her clients a voice, while contributing to the legal community. She has 
obtained favorable rulings for her clients, resulting in published opinions.  
For example, in In re Keast she obtained a victory in a published opinion in 
the Michigan Court of Appeals in an adoption case which is now one of the 
most frequently cited cases in adoption law. In Rose v Rose, Ms. Speaker’s ef-
forts led to a published opinion addressing whether a party who waived his 
right to modification of spousal support can obtain relief from judgment. 
In Glaubius v Glaubius, the Court of Appeals held that a couple’s divorce 
judgement did not bar the mother from later seeking a revocation of her ex-
husband’s paternity.  In Richards v Richards the Court of Appeals delineated 
the two independent grounds for attorney fees under MCR 3.206. She has 
achieved great success in obtaining the rarely-granted peremptory reversals 
for clients in the Michigan Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals.

Sheldon Stark
Sheldon J. Stark offers mediation and arbitration 

services. He is a member of the National Academy of 
Distinguished Neutrals and an employment law panel-
ist for the American Arbitration Association. He is a 
member of the council of the ADR Section of the State 
Bar and chairs the Skills Action Team. Mr. Stark was 
a distinguished visiting professor at the University of 

Detroit Mercy School of Law from August 2010 through May 2012, when 
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he stepped down to focus on his ADR practice. Previously, he was employed 
by ICLE. During that time, the Courses Department earned six of the 
Association for Continuing Legal Education’s Best Awards for Programs. 
He remains one of three trainers in ICLE’s award-winning 40-hour, hands-
on civil mediation training. Before joining ICLE, Mr. Stark was a partner 
in the law firm of Stark and Gordon from 1977 to 1999, specializing in 
employment discrimination, wrongful discharge, civil rights, business law, 
and personal injury work. He is a former chairperson of numerous organiza-
tions, including the Labor and Employment Law Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan, the Employment Law and Intentional Tort Subcommittee of 
the Michigan Supreme Court Model Civil Jury Instruction Committee, the 
Fund for Equal Justice, and the Employment Law Section of the Association 
of Trial Lawyers of America, now the American Association for Justice. He 
is also a former co-chairperson of the Lawyers Committee of the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. In addition, Mr. Stark is chairperson of 
Attorney Discipline Panel #1 in Livingston County and a former hearing 
referee with the Michigan Department of Civil Rights. He was a faculty 
member of the Trial Advocacy Skills Workshop at Harvard Law School from 
1988 to 2010 and was listed in “The Best Lawyers in America” from 1987 
until he left the practice of law in 2000. Mr. Stark received the ACLU’s 
Bernard Gottfried Bill of Rights Day Award in 1999, the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Labor and Employment Law Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan in 2009, and the Michael Franck Award from the Representa-
tive Assembly of the State Bar of Michigan in 2010. He has also been listed in 
dbusiness Magazine as a Top Lawyer in ADR for 2012 and 2013.

Amanda D. Szukala
Amanda Szukala graduated from Michigan State 

University with a bachelor of arts in international 
relations from James Madison College. She attended 
Wayne State University Law School and received her 
juris doctor in May of 2006. During law school, Ms. 
Szukala clerked for the Honorable Nancy G. Edmunds. 
Additionally, she served as managing editor of the 
Wayne Law Review, and sat on the Student Board of 

Governors and Women’s Law Caucus. After graduating from law school, 
Ms. Szukala worked for over six years as an assistant prosecuting attorney 
in Oakland County, Michigan. In January of 2014, Ms. Szukala left the 
criminal law arena and began working at the Law Firm of John F. Schaefer, 
a boutique law firm handling complex divorce and child custody matters.
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Angela Tripp
Angela Tripp is the project manager of the Michi-

gan Legal Help (MLH) Program.  MLH is responsible 
for the statewide website for self-represented litigants 
(MichiganLegalHelp.org) and seven affiliated self-help 
centers around the state. In 2014, over 461,000 people 
visited the MLH website and nearly 50,000 people 
used its resources to complete legal forms. Ms. Tripp 

has led the development and growth of MLH from its inception in 2011.  
Ms. Tripp is also the co-director of the Michigan Poverty Law Program, the 
state support program in Michigan.  Ms. Tripp holds a JD from Northeastern 
University School of Law in Boston and a BA from the University of Cin-
cinnati.  Before leading MLH and the Michigan Poverty Law Program, she 
worked with Legal Services of South Central Michigan starting in 2005, first 
as a staff attorney and then as a managing attorney in the Lansing field office.

Grace Trueman
Grace K. Trueman is an associate attorney at 

Dickinson Wright PLLC. She practices in the areas 
of estate planning, probate and trust administra-
tion, and disputed probate and trust litigation. Ms. 
Trueman is the recording secretary for the Women 
Lawyers Association of Michigan—Wayne and is a 
member of the State Bar of Michigan’s Probate and 
Estate Planning Section.
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Christine Yared
Christine A. Yared has worked as an attorney in 

Michigan for over 25 years. She received a B.A. in 
business administration from Michigan State Univer-
sity and a J.D. from Stetson University in Florida. Her 
experience includes working for the Public Defender’s 
Office as a Special Assistant Public Defender in the 
Sixth Judicial Circuit of Florida, a law clerk for the 

U.S. Department of Justice, United States Attorney’s Office in the Western 
District of Michigan, and as an assistant city attorney for the city of Grand 
Rapids. She has practiced law as a sole practitioner for over 20 years.

Christine specializes in employment law; family law’ lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender legal issues; civil rights; civil litigation; and criminal 
law. Christine also advises and represents new and small business owners. 
She has litigated civil and criminal cases in counties located in southern, 
western, and central Michigan and federal courts, including the United 
States District Court for the Western District of Michigan and the United 
States Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. She has obtained favorable verdicts 
for her clients by litigating jury trials in state and federal courts, negotiat-
ing successful pretrial financial settlements, obtaining criminal “not guilty” 
verdicts, and helping clients who were being investigated avoid criminal 
charges. In October 2014, she had a significant victory when a family law 
judge declared her client to be an equitable parent for her non-biological 
child whom she was raising with her former partner.
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2016 Regeana Myrick Outstanding Young 
Lawyer Award Winner—Imran Syed

In 1997, the State Bar of Michigan Young Lawyers 
Section (“YLS”) renamed their “Outstanding Young 
Lawyer Award” in honor of Regeana Myrick, a member 
of the YLS Executive Council, who passed away in Au-
gust of that year.

In addition to serving on the Executive Council of YLS, Regeana was a 
dedicated member of many bar associations.  A cum laude graduate of every 
prestigious school she attended (Cranbrook, the University of Michigan and 
the Detroit College of Law), Regeana balanced her studies with her commit-
ment to public service.

Regeana’s dedication to the legal profession and public service spanned 
many years.  She is remembered by her family, friends, and colleagues as a 
bright and charitable woman with many talents who was always mindful of 
those less fortunate.

Today we present this year’s award to an exceptional young lawyer who truly 
embodies Regeana’s excellence and devotion to others.  On behalf of the State 
Bar of Michigan Young Lawyers Section Executive Council, we are proud to 
honor Imran Syed as the 2016 Outstanding Young Lawyer.

Imran Syed, 2011, is an assistant clinical professor of law. He teaches in 
the Michigan Innocence Clinic, and also teaches a seminar on forensic sci-
ence. Professor Syed graduated from the University of Michigan with a degree 
in political science before going on to Michigan Law. While in law school, 
Professor Syed worked for two years in the Innocence Clinic as a student at-
torney and, upon graduation, served as a clinical fellow and staff attorney in 
the clinic for three years. As part of teaching in the Innocence Clinic, Profes-
sor Syed has supervised students investigating and litigating a wide variety 
of cases, including several of the clinic’s forensic science-based cases. Hav-
ing litigated several arson wrongful convictions that were based on outdated 
fire science, Professor Syed also has coauthored (along with Innocence Clinic 
colleague Caitlin Plummer) articles discussing the novel litigation strategies 
needed to address wrongful convictions based on scientific evidence that is 
valid when used, but later comes to be repudiated. He also has spoken and 
written about a variety of topics related to wrongful convictions, such as com-
pensation for exone rees, the fallacies of eyewitness testimony, and the need 
for reform in Michigan’s system of public defense. In 2014, Professor Syed 
wrote and produced a documentary film, The Price of Providence, about one 
of the Innocence Clinic’s wrongful conviction cases.
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Finalist-Mitra Jafary-Hariri
Mitra Jafary-Hariri is an attorney with Honigman 

Miller Schwartz and Cohn where she litigates complex 
commercial disputes, representing private equity firms 
and their portfolio companies in litigation involving al-
legations of fraud, as well as insurance disputes.  Mitra 
also represents media outlets, counseling and represent-
ing them in court on Freedom of Information Act, First 

Amendment, and defamation matters.  She works on intellectual property 
matters and serves as outside general counsel for start-up businesses.  

Mitra earned her J.D., magna cum laude, from Howard University 
School of Law, where she was the managing editor of the Howard Law Jour-
nal.  She has served as a law clerk to the Honorable Arthur J. Tarnow of the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan and for the Honor-
able Damon J. Keith on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  

Before law school, Mitra served as a public school teacher in Bronx, 
New York as a Teach for America Corps member.  She holds a B.A. from 
Wayne State University and a M.S. in education from Pace University in 
Teaching Students with Disabilities.  Mitra is active in the community and 
works with various non-profit organizations.  Mitra is an active member 
of the Wolverine Bar Association and has served on its Judicial Externship 
Program Committee.  She is also a member of the Federal Bar Association’s 
Law Clerk Committee.  Mitra has been involved in the Detroit RiverFront 
Conservancy for more than four years. She was a founding member of the 
Detroit RiverFront Conservancy’s auxiliary group for young profession-
als—Riviere28.  She was also the first young professional liaison to the 
organization’s Board of Directors. Mitra serves on the Detroit RiverFront 
Conservancy’s Programming Committee and Annual Campaign Commit-
tee.  Recently, Mitra was asked to lead the Music Hall for the Performing 
Arts Board’s efforts in engaging young people to attend Music Hall events 
and volunteer their support.   She is passionate about the practice of law and 
giving back to the community.

Finalist-Emily Thomas
Emily G. Thomas has focused her legal career on 

aiding clients with special needs and disabilities. Her 
first experience with the interaction between the law 
and injury occurred while in high school, when her 
mother became disabled. Prior to college, Emily as-
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sisted traumatic brain injured individuals with their financial, healthcare 
and legal matters. She continued to assist the disabled during law school 
helping represent clients before administrative law judges in Social Security 
Disability cases. Following graduation from law school and admission to the 
State Bar of Michigan, Emily began her career as an attorney at a leading 
medical malpractice firm investigating birth trauma cases.

Emily is passionate about advocacy. In school, she was a semi-finalist in 
the Wayne State Law School Moot Court Competition and a member of the 
American Association for Justice National Mock Trial Team at Wayne State 
Law, winning trials in competition against other law schools. Over the course 
of her education, Emily drafted appeals to the Michigan Court of Appeals, the 
Michigan Supreme Court, and the United States Supreme Court.

In 2010, she received the Wayne Law Bacow Scholarship for high ethi-
cal and professional standards. In 2012, Emily published an article with 
a leading medical malpractice attorney on the economic contribution of 
medical malpractice actions to Medicare and Medicaid. In 2014, 2015, and 
2016, she co-authored articles on birth trauma and medical malpractice 
litigation for the American Association for Justice’s Birth Trauma Litiga-
tion Group newsletter. She was recently added to the “Rising Stars 2014 and 
2015” list by Super Lawyers magazine.  In 2015, she was recognized as an 
Up and Coming Lawyer by Michigan Lawyers Weekly.

Emily actively participates in several bar associations, including the 
Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association, the Women’s Bar Association, the 
Women Lawyers Association of Michigan, and the Oakland County Bar 
Association, where she is chair of the Medical Legal Committee and an 
associate of the Inn of Court. Emily is also a member of the American As-
sociation for Justice (AAJ), where she serves on the executive boards of Birth 
Trauma Litigation Group and Professional Negligence Section. She is editor 
of the AAJ Professional Negligence Section newsletter.  Since 2014, Emily 
has served as chair of the New Lawyers Division at the Michigan Associa-
tion for Justice.

Based on personal experiences and those of her clients, Emily believes 
that the judicial system often seems complex and intimidating to people 
with special needs and disabilities. Her goal is to help clients with special 
needs understand their rights and their case.
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JOIN THE ADR SECTION
Membership in the Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Section includes these benefits:

• ADR Section quarterly newsletter with articles 

and practice advice;

• Free attendance at mediator lunch forums to 

share & exchange ideas;

• Quarterly telephone seminars on ADR topics;

• Idea exchanges on SBM Connect;

• Annual Spring ADR Summit providing 8 hours 

of advanced mediator training;

• Access to multiple mediator advice blogs

• Fall Annual Meeting to network and obtain 8 

hours of AMT

Please visit our sponsor table for more 

information!
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The Business Law Section invites young lawyers to 
join us in our mission to foster the highest level of 
professionalism and practice of business law by edu-
cational, networking and mentoring opportunities 
and promoting improvements to Michigan’s business 
legislation and regulations.

For more information, to join the BLS, to subscribe 
to the Michigan Business Law Journal, or join any 
of the BLS committees, visit the BLS’s vendor table 
at the Summit or contact the section administrator at 
businesslaw@mi.rr.com or 248-953-9022.
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The State Bar Consumer Law Section 

Wishes the 

Young Lawyers Section 

a Successful Summit!

Please join us at our section meeting and program 
on September 22, 2016; 2:00–4:00 p.m. at the 
SBM Annual Meeting.  This year’s Frank J. Kel-
ley Consumer Advocacy Award is Curt Guyette, 
ACLU-Michigan’s investigative reporter who helped 
exposed the Flint Water crisis.

Please Join Our Section!
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Stop by the Family Law Section table to become  
a member now or sign up on line anytime 

http://www.michbar.org/family/pdfs/Family_Mbr_App.pdf

           Family Law Section
          Membership Has Its Rewards

Stay Networked aNd Get wired!
Exchange ideas with experienced practitioners and judges through 24/7 
on-line access to the FLS exclusive listserv and archives. Learn instantly 
of breaking new developments in law that can alter the outcome of 
your case. Share in the camaraderie between new and veteran attorneys 
working together in this dynamic field.

MaiNtaiN your ProfeSSioNal edGe!
Attend seminars including the indispensible Family Law Institute at 
discounted rates.  Join over 2,000 FLS members and receive the acclaimed 
Michigan Family Law Journal.

  
ProMote your Practice!
The State Bar of Michigan’s on-line membership directory will identify 
you as a FLS member, letting clients, attorneys, and the world recognize 
you as a dedicated family law professional.  FLS membership provides an 
established framework for case collaboration and referrals.

Make a differeNce iN faMily law—ShaPe the future!
Join our activist section leaders in crafting policies, procedures, and 
legislation to improve the quality of justice for Michigan families.
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The Health Care Law 
Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan is made up 
of those members of the 
State Bar of Michigan 
who serve the health care 
community.  The Health 
Care Law Section provides 
education to its members 
and the health care 
community. Information 
about joining the section 
can be found on the State 
Bar of Michigan website.   
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Save the Date! 

The 9th Annual 
Information Technology Law Seminar

Presented by the Information Technology Law Section 
of the State Bar of Michigan

Everyone with an interest in information technology 
law is invited to this seminar. When registering, take 
advantage of the opportunity to join the IT Law Section 
as attending the seminar as a member will cost less that 

attending as a non-member!

When:  Thursday, September 8, 2016

Where:  The Inn at St. John’s, 44045 Five Mile Road, 
Plymouth, Michigan

Topics: Subject to change

• Internet of Things—Supply Agreements, Intellectual Property, 
Privacy and Data Security Issues

• Indemnity, Limitation of Liability, and Warranty Provisions from a 
Litigation Perspective

• Transaction Taxes for Software and IT Services

• Online Concerns for Employers

As in previous years, this promises to be an educational and entertaining 
event. The cost of the seminar includes a light breakfast, lunch, and a 
complimentary cocktail reception! The annual IT Law Section and Council 
meetings will be held during the luncheon, and will include election of 
2016-2017 council members and section officers.  

More information, including online registration, coming soon!
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The Help You Need, When You Need It
ICLE is committed to helping new lawyers transition to a 
successful practice. For new lawyers we offer these FREE resources:

• 1-year access to Michigan Basic Practice Handbook online*

• 4-month trial of the Basic Partnership with 24/7 access to law 
updates, primary law research, practice management advice, 
and the online Community**

• Monthly e-newsletter featuring tips, practical content, and the 
experience of practicing lawyers***

GET STARTED TODAY
www.icle.org | 877-229-4350

5GZ

*Offer for lawyers 0–1 years in practice.
**The Free Trial Basic Partnership is only for solo new lawyers 
0–3 years in practice (P76900+) and requires a Michigan Bar 
number to activate. Free Trial cannot be used by lawyers who have 
previously subscribed to the Basic Partnership on a trial or paid 
basis. The Free Trial Basic Partnership is governed by a Subscriber 
Agreement viewable at www.icle.org/trial/agreement.
***Offer for lawyers 0–3 years in practice.

—Nazneen Hasan Syed  
PNC Wealth Management, Lansing

The Partnership gives Michigan’s 
practitioners access to an organized 
treasure trove of information that is 
readily available at their fingertips. 
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REASONS  TO  JO IN  THE  LABOR  & 
EMPLOYMENT  LAW SECT ION:

•	 Programming
o June 22 Kimberly Papillon presents a seminar on 

implicit bias 

o followed by food and drinks 

o at the Reserve at Big Rock in Birmingham

•	 Lawnotes & e-news 
o Informative content that will keep you up to date 

on the law and section events

•	 Members
o We boast a group of attorneys who care about 

the profession and the attorneys that practice in 
this area

Visit us at our sponsor table for information on why and how to join!
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Marcy Tayler—Chair

Michael  Butler—Chair-Elect

Paul Hudson—Secretary

Brandon Evans—Treasurer
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 Business 

 Science 

 Education and 
Outreach 

 Rules and 
Rulemaking 

 Criminal Law 

 Medical 
Marijuana 

 Members  and 
Sponsors 

 Amicus 

 Young Lawyers 
and Law 
Students 

 Veterans 

 Zoning and 
Property

The  purpose  of  the  MLS  includes  the  fostering  and 
advancement  of  the  profession  of Michigan marijuana  law; 
studying  the  principles,  regulations,  statutes  and  legal 
developments  that  affect  it;  as  well  as  encouraging  and 
promoting  reforms  in  the  law.  This  is  accomplished  by 
meetings, conferences, and the publication of articles germane 
to the section’s purpose. 

MARIJUANA LAW SECTION
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The purpose of this section is to enhance 
and improve the practice and administration 
of law pertaining to probate; trust and estate 
planning, and administration; guardianships 
and conservatorships (including planning 
alternatives); and tax planning.
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AMERICAN INDIAN LAW SECTION (AILS)

AILS welcomes the Young Lawyers Section to the 9th Annual 
Young Lawyers Summit and we encourages you to join AILS 
for networking, education, and information sharing about Indian 
Law.  With 12 federally recognized tribes in MI and 567 federally 
recognized tribes within the U. S., every attorney at some point 
in his/her career will come into contact with Indian law.  Indian 
Law is not confined to ICWA and gaming, the field encompasses 
administrative law, commercial law, land/mineral rights, probate, 
intellectual property, foreign judgment, family law, bankruptcy, 
natural resources, etc. Notwithstanding tribal constitutional 
reform and code development, Indian law is in every niche of the 
legal community.  

AILS membership is active within tribal, federal and state courts 
in private practice and in-house counsel.  In previous years, AILS 
filed amicus briefs with the Michigan Supreme Court for cases 
addressing the Indian Child Welfare Act in:  In re Lee, 758 N.W.2d 
282 (2008); In re Gordon, 806 N.W.2d (2012); and, In re Morris, 815 
N.W.2d 62 (2012).  In the past year, AILS filed an amicus brief with 
the Michigan Court of Appeals for a case concerning commercial 
transactions and sovereign immunity in Star Tickets v. Chumash 
Casino Resort, Not Reported in N.W.2d, 2015 WL 6438110 (2015).  

AILS membership is open to all members of SBM.  The annual 
meeting includes a vibrant program on issues affecting Indian Law 
and the issuance of the Tecumseh Award for distinguished persons 
furthering Indian Law and matters affecting Indian Country.   
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The Children’s Law Section serves and protects the 
interests of legal professionals and their clients in child 
welfare and juvenile justice proceedings. CLS offers 
experienced and new attorneys social networking and 
training opportunities, legislative and policy-making 
input, participation in section discussion groups, 
website access, the Child Welfare Law Journal, and 
other exciting benefits.
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The International Law Section (ILS) of the State Bar of 
Michigan (SBM) was founded to serve Michigan lawyers 
handling international legal matters in a wide variety of areas, 
including corporate and business transactions, immigration, 
litigation and arbitration, tax, regulatory and trade matters, 
bankruptcy, intellectual property and family law. 

The section’s purposes are to promote the highest quality of 
practice and professionalism in international law in Michigan. 
Toward that end, the section seeks (i) to provide its members 
with interesting and educational programs on practice-relevant 
international law issues; (ii) to build a diverse and engaging 
membership with regular opportunities for social networking 
and mentoring; and (iii) to promote the practice and awareness 
of international law issues among the broader Michigan legal, 
business and legislative communities

To address these issues, The section holds quarterly council 
meetings and provides extensive international educational 
learning and mentoring opportunities by offering programs 
and seminars, such as Doing Business in Different Countries, 
Intellectual Property Infringement and Other Unfair Practices 
in Import Trade, Export Controls, and New European Privacy 
Rules: A Sea Change for American Companies, as well as 
publishing the Michigan International Lawyer. The section 
also strives to provide beneficial networking opportunities for 
members and nonmembers alike. Also, the section has made a 
concerted effort to reach young lawyers and law students who 
view international law as a career possibility.  
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connect.michbar.org/iplaw 
 

The IP Law Section is proud to sponsor the 2016 YLS Summit.

Please consider joining us at the 

Intellectual Property Law institute

Thursday, July 21–Saturday, July 23, 2016
Grand Hotel 
Mackinac Island, MI 

Cosponsored with ICLE

Join hundreds of IP lawyers for this premier event as it returns to the 
historic Grand Hotel. This is the only IP event that combines leading 
national experts and unparalleled networking opportunities with the 
natural beauty of Mackinac Island.

Attend for these great benefits:
•	 Bolster your appellate advocacy with a respected judge’s advice 

on drafting briefs and presenting arguments on appeal
•	 Nationally renowned experts deliver the latest patent, trademark, 

and copyright law updates
•	 Navigate ethical dilemmas such as conflicts of interest in your IP 

practice
•	 Effectively advise clients to opt in or out once Europe’s unitary 

patent system goes live

•	 Work effectively with IP investigators to get the information you 
need from the target and ensure it’s done ethically

•	 Strengthen your practice in trademark oppositions, cancellations, 
and ex parte appeals before the TTAB

REGISTER TODAY 
www.icle.org/ip 



Gold Level

Alternative Dispute Resolution Section

Antitrust, Franchising & Trade Regulation Section

Business Law Section

Consumer Law Section

Family Law Section

Health Care Law Section

Information Technology Law Section

Institute of Continuing Legal Education

Labor & Employment Law Section

Litigation Section

Marijuana Law Section

Negligence Law Section

Probate & Estate Planning Section

Silver Level

American Indian Law Section

Children’s Law Section

International Law Section

Intellectual Property Law Section

Vendor Level

Arts, Communications, Entertainment & Sports Section

Solo and Small Firm Section
 

Thank You to Our Sponsors
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