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State Bar of Michigan LGBTQA Section 
Council Meeting 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017, 2:00–5:00 p.m. 
 

Michigan Legal Help Program 
220 East Huron Street, Suite 600 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
 

Minutes 
 
In attendance:   
Ann Arbor: Hon. Richard B. Halloran, Timothy Scott Cordes, Michael Zeno Kiehne, Susan Klooz 
Grand Rapids: Richard A. Roane, Douglas Eugene Meeks, Peter Michael Kulas 
Via telephone conference: Laura Elizabeth Volkmann, Lori Frank, Don Wheaton, Daniel Guinn, Meri 
Anne Stowe 
 

2:00 p.m. Executive Council Meeting 
1. Finalize Agenda for 3:00 p.m. meeting —Ric Roane, Chair 
2. Ric Roane reported that the cost of renting a suite at a Tigers Game is $2,400 

a. Ric thinks we could possibly get firms to sponsor.  Maybe we could get $500 to $1,000 
from Warner Norcross Judd. We should seek donors at general council meeting and 
maybe seek sponsors from Family Law Journal advertisers 

b. Ric - Tuesday June 13 is $600 cheaper than Wednesday June 14 for some unknown 
reason 

3. Meri Anne Stowe reported that Lansing is suffering severe high winds, and she may need to 
leave the meeting early. 

4. Lori Frank said that her power is out due to the wind storm, so she is on her cell phone 
5. Lori Frank reported that her “blurb” about the LGBTQA Section should appear in next 

month’s Michigan Bar Journal under the “Section Briefs” heading. 
6. Ric's blurb appeared in the February issue of the Michigan Bar Journal 
7. Ric - Anthea Papista reported that all the authors for the joint Family Law Journal would be 

coming from LGBTQA Section 
8. Meri Anne - Legislation Committee update (in case she needs to leave early) 

a. Meri Anne talked with Kent Weichmann, he will add her to the email distribution list 
for the Family Law Section legislative updates to keep her in the loop 

b. Judge Halloran proposed that an announcement be made at the April 1, 2017 Family 
Law Section meeting to spark the interest of FLS members in joining our legislative 
committee 
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3:00 p.m. Council Meeting 
9. Welcome and roll call —Ric Roane, Chair 
10. MOTION: Ric Roane moves to recognize Judge Halloran to affirm interim executive actions, 

Tim Cordes seconds, MOTION CARRIES with no objections 
a. Judge Halloran – February minutes were approved by electronic vote of the council 

through email.  The council shall continue to approve the minutes by electronic vote in 
the interest of expediency and transparency in publishing the minutes to the Section. 

11. Treasurer’s report – Tim Cordes, Secretary/Treasurer 
a. Becky Weaver of the State Bar provided financial and membership reports by email for 

the period ending February 28, 2017 
b. In February 2017, the Section received net income of $180 for new membership dues 
c. Balance as of February 28, 2017 was $5,895.60 

12. Review of Action Items from last meeting 
a. ACTION ITEM:  Tim Cordes will contact the State Bar to see what can be done about 

members not receiving “push” notifications 
i. Laura Volkmann did not receive “push” notification of the March meeting 

invite from the Section website “Discussion” section.  Neither did Judge 
Halloran, Susan Klooz, or Ric Roane.   

ii. Tim  - Email and voicemail sent to Sandi Barger of the State Bar discussing 
problems with use of her recommended approach of “push” notifications 
through the daily digest emails from the “Discussion” section of the Section 
website.  No response from Ms. Barger, however her voicemail stated that she 
was out of the office part of the time. 

iii. Ric will follow up with an email to Candace Crowley to see if she can facilitate 
discussion on the issue. 

iv. The Action Item will roll forward for review at the next meeting. 
b. ACTION ITEM:  Ric Roane will find out if his firm has a suite at the ballpark we 

could use for our June 14 meeting. 
i. See above discussion in paragraph 2 of the Executive Council meeting 

ii. Ric - Will try to solicit sponsorships to lower individual ticket cost.  
iii. Lori Frank questioned whether the suite might be too small if everybody brings 

guests.   
iv. Judge Halloran mentioned that an attorney from the Family Law Section does 

this every year by buying a block of regular stadium tickets one are of the 
statdium. 

v. Ric said that Warner Norcross Judd would provide the services of their party 
planner Lori Tuttle to help coordinate. 

vi. Meri Ann - this plan might be a good idea since it is our first year 
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vii. Judge Halloran – our group could get rainbow flags and a welcome 
announcement over the big screen 

viii. Ric – The game scheduled for June 14 starts at 7:10 p.m.  We should post a 
“Save the Date” announcement for June 14 at 7:10 p.m.   

New ACTION ITEM: Tim Cordes will post a “Save the Date” 
announcement for the June 14, 2017 Tiger’s Game in the “Discussion” 
section of the LGBTQA Section website. 

ix. Ric - let's disburse $500 from the Section funds for refreshments at the Tiger’s 
Game. 
MOTION: Tim Cordes moved to disburse up to $500 for refreshments for the 
June 14 Tiger's Game. Doug Meeks seconded.  

Ric - Can we use our Section funds for alcohol?  
Judge Halloran – Yes, that is not a problem. 
Laura Volkmann - Is it just for members or also for their guests?   
Peter Kulas - It should be anyone who is with our group.  

1. Tim Cordes - Aye 
2. Hon. Richard B. Halloran – Aye 
3. Susan Klooz - Aye 
4. Meri Anne Stowe - Aye 
5. Douglas Meeks – Aye 
6. Ric Roane - Aye 
7. Peter Kulas – Aye 
8. Laura Volkmann - Nay 
9. Lori Frank – Aye 

MOTION CARRIES. 
c. ACTION ITEM:  Tim Cordes will research possible up-north venues for a “Meet and 

Greet” meeting in July or August and try to develop a rough budget and report at March 
8, 2017, meeting 

i. Tim Cordes reported that he had received a proposal from Hugh Walton of 
Crystal Mountain via email.   

ii. The proposal was based upon a block of 10 rooms for Friday, July 21, departing 
Saturday July 22, a meeting room, and a dinner or at least cocktail reception 
Friday, followed by a breakfast or lunch on Saturday. 

iii. Mr. Walton reported that normally Friday check-ins require a two0night stay, 
but that particular weekend he can accommodate a one-night stay dues to a 
different group’s plans. 
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1. Meeting Room - $150 per day including setup and maintenance 
2. Hotel Room (two beds) $199 
3. One bedroom Suite $249 
4. 2-bedroom/2-bath Condo $389 
5. Food per person 

a. Continental Breakfast: $10.00-$13.00 
b. Breakfast Plated/Buffet: $12.00-$16.00 
c. Lunch Plated/Buffet $13.00-$22.00 
d. Dinner Plated/Buffet: $25.00-$39.00 
e. AM/PM Breaks: $10.00-$18.00 

iv. Lori Frank  - Would we be penalized for under-attendance?  
v. Tim - Yes for more than 10% below commitment 

vi. Ric- Family Law Section meeting is on Mackinac Island the same weekend. 
vii. Judge Halloran - We could do a cocktail mixer for our Section at the Family 

Law Section event on Saturday afternoon instead of Crystal Mountain.   
viii. Peter Kulas - We should get an educational program or professional speaker so 

attendees can get a tax benefit from attendance. 
ix. Ric – How about a one-hour presentation made up of short summaries from 

each author of a joint Family Law Journal publication article? 
x. Tim – I am concerned that our Section doesn't want to be seen as a step-child of 

the Family Law Section, but the article publication justifies doing it this one 
time. 

xi. Straw poll taken to gauge interest – Tim Cordes, Judge Halloran, Peter Kulas, 
Doug Meeks, Ric Roane, and Don Wheaton all stated that they would be willing 
to go for an event like the Saturday afternoon cocktail party at the Family Law 
Section meeting on Mackinac Island. 

xii. Tim –will contact Mr. Walton and tell him we won’t be doing it this year. 
New ACTION ITEM: Judge Halloran will confirm the availability of a 
Saturday afternoon cocktail party with a one-hour presentation at the 
Family Law Section meeting on Mackinac Island.  Once confirmed Tim 
Cordes will post a “Save the Date” announcement for the cocktail party 
and presentation in the “Discussion” section of the LGBTQA Section 
website. 

d. ACTION ITEM:  Tim Cordes will contact the State Bar to find out a breakdown of the 
free memberships 

i. Tim – Sent email to Becky Weaver asking if she could provide more detail.  No 
response yet. 
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ii. The Action Item will roll forward for review at the next meeting. 
e. ACTION ITEM:  Lori J. Frank will draft a “blurb” for publication in the Bar Journal 

i. Lori Frank – Ric reviewed the blurb and it has been sent to the Michigan Bar 
Journal for publication 
New ACTION ITEM: Tim Cordes will copy and post both the announcement 
by Ric Roane from the Section Briefs of the February Michigan Bar Journal, 
and also Lori Frank’s new announcement when it comes out, in the 
“Discussion” section of the LGBTQA Section website. 

f. ACTION ITEM: Mark LaChey will work with Peter Kulas to get an article put 
together for Between The Lines magazine 

i. The Action Item will roll forward for review at the next meeting. 
13. Committee Reports: 

a. CLE Committee - Hon. Richard B. Halloran, Chair Elect 
i. Judge Halloran has had preliminary conversations with Lisa Gehrin of ICLE. 

They have a notable speaker planned for the State Bar Annual Meeting which 
has prompted several sections to reschedule their respective meetings 

ii. Ric – The Family Law Institute has been encouraged to include LGBTQA 
content, but response so far has been muted 

b. Legislation Committee - Meri Anne Stowe 
i. Meri Anne talked with Kent Weichmann, and he will add her to the email for 

the family law section to keep her in the loop 
ii. Judge Halloran will make an announcement at the April 1, 2017 Family Law 

Section meeting to spark the interest of FLS members in joining our legislative 
committee 

c. Nominations Committee – Ric Roane  
d. Publications Committee - Peter Kulas  

i. Deadlines have been set for the joint Family Law Journal articles, emails have 
been sent to authors for outlines, rough drafts, and final drafts 

ii. Peter has spoken to Kristin Robinson - chair of Family Law Section advertising 
committee.  Prices for ads are: full page $350 half page $200 eighth page $100 

iii. Peter - No answer yet as to whether our Section would receive advertising 
revenue for the Family Law Section joint journal 

iv. Tim - The publication offers us the benefits of Family Law Section’s  
“gravitas,” editing help, and cost of publication, so maybe there is no need to 
split advertising revenue 

v. Judge Halloran - Kudos to Peter for thinking of splitting the ad revenue, but 
maybe there is no need to seek it at this time 
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vi. Don Wheaton - no idea on what percentage split we should seek, but we should 
receive something 

vii. Peter - In future issues there will be no printed copies, since the journal is going 
to be online only, so we will bear the cost of requesting and paying for hard 
copies 

viii. Ric – We should get a share of the advertising revenue because we will be doing 
most of the writing.  Perhaps a 50/50 split would be appropriate.  Our Section 
members should aggressively pursue advertisers for the issue 

ix. Judge Halloran - supports a 50/50 split - especially if we bring in advertisers 
x. Peter – There is a distinction between one-time advertising vs. long term 

advertiser contracts 
xi. Judge Halloran – Family Law Section Journal can account for ad revenue per 

issue, so that we could determine a percentage of revenue for just the joint issue 
xii. Doug - We should receive 50% of the ad revenue for the joint issue 

xiii. Laura - We should get 50% of any revenue for new advertisers 
xiv. Tim – We should receive 50% of any ad revenue for that issue, because we 

would be the primary content provider 
xv. Judge Halloran – Family Law Section would probably be amenable to split of 

new revenue 
MOTION: Peter Kulas moves that we should tell Kristin Robinson that any 
new ads for the special joint issue of the Family Law Journal should be split 
50/50 with our Section. Tim Cordes seconds 
MOTION CARRIES unanimously 

xvi. Peter - Kristen sent him an advertising email template.  Section members should 
contact Peter to get a copy 

e. Forms and Court Rules Committee – Lori J. Frank 
i. Lori Frank - Committee cannot post in subcommittee section of the webpage.  

Do not know what the problem is. 
ii. Lori Frank – Currently in the process of assigning forms to committee members 

to review. 
f. Membership and Recruiting Committee - Doug Meeks 

i. Doug - Email blast is still being prepared, need logo from state bar for skirt  
ii. Ric raised a concern about SBM responsiveness on multiple issues 

14. New business 
a. New committee formation 

i. Employment Committee chair Susan Klooz is seeking help in formation ideas  
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1. Susan will prepare text blurb announcing formation of committee and 
forward to Tim to post in the Discussion section of our website 

ii. Fundraising Committee chair Tim Cordes asked to be cc'ed on any emails by 
council members regarding advertising or sponsorships  

15. Hon. Richard B. Halloran moved to adjourn, Tim Cordes seconded 
16. Adjourn at 5:00 p.m. 


