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FACULTY
Program Coordinators 

Brian P. Foley, Co-Program 
Coordinator, is Of Counsel 
at Dickinson Wright PLLC in 
its Troy, Michigan office. His 
practice is concentrated in 
transactional commercial 
real estate matters. He has 

significant experience in commercial real 
estate finance, workouts and foreclosures, 
loan sales (performing and distressed), 
purchases and sales (including sales of REO 
property), and leasing transactions, and 
he regularly prepares real estate closing 
opinions (as both lead and local counsel). He 
is also the current president of the board of 
directors of The Great Lakes Environmental 
Law Center, a non-profit group located in 
Detroit.

Roxana Zaha, Co-Program 
Coordinator, of Butzel Long 
concentrates her practice in 
the area of commercial real 
estate. She assists clients 
in all aspects of acquisition, 
disposition, leasing and 

financing real estate transactions. Ms. 
Zaha advises clients regarding title matters 
and regularly works with title insurance 
companies and land surveying companies. 
Ms. Zaha has represented purchasers of 
distressed real estate assets, including two 
multi-family residential rental projects in the 
Metro Detroit area. She represents borrowers 
and lenders in multi-million dollar real estate 
financing transactions. Ms. Zaha is certified 
by the National Association of Development 
Companies (a trade association of companies 
that have been certified by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration to provide funding 
for small businesses) to close SBA loans 
under the SBA’s 504 Loan program.

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019
Faculty

Melissa N. Collar, a partner 
in the Grand Rapids office 
of Warner Norcross + Judd 
LLP, has assisted clients for 
20+ years in the acquisition, 
development, construction, 
leasing and sale of real 

property. She regularly prepares architect, 
construction, design/build and integrated 
project delivery contracts for owners, 
architects and contractors, condominium 
documents, tax incentive and abatement 
applications and leases, as well as handles 
public private partnership documents, Land 
Division Act documentation and real estate 
brokerage matters. Melissa is chair of the 
firm’s Condominium Practice Group, co-
chair of the Public Private Partnerships P3 
Practice Group and past chair of the Real 
Estate Services Practice Group. She is also a 
licensed real estate broker. Melissa is Chair 
Emeritus of the State Bar of Michigan’s Real 
Property Law Section and frequent speaker 
on real estate, construction and leadership 
topics.

Lawrence M. Dudek is a 
principal at Miller, Canfield, 
Paddock and Stone, PLC. Mr. 
Dudek received his B.A. from 
the University of Michigan 
and his J.D. from Wayne State 
Law School. He concentrates 

on commercial real estate litigation, including 
foreclosure, receivership, construction claims 
(defects, delays, impacts), leasing, purchase 
and sale agreements and ownership issues, 
and fraudulent conveyances and transfers. 
He is consistently recognized as one of 
Michigan’s Super Lawyers in Real Estate, 
one of Dbusiness Magazine’s Top Lawyers 
in Construction Litigation and Construction 
and Real Estate Law, and amongst the Best 
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Lawyers of American, including as the Detroit 
Litigation – Real Estate Lawyer of the Year in 
2017. Mr. Dudek served in many capacities 
on the RPLS, including Chair of the Special 
Committee on Construction Law, Chair of the 
CLE Committee, Council Member, Secretary, 
Vice-Chair and Chair (2004-2005). Mr. Dudek 
also served as member for many years and 
as Chair of Land Title Standards from 2017 
through 2019. Mr. Dudek is a 2005 Fellow of 
the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, 
and is a recipient of the C. Robert Wartell 
Distinguished Service Award from the State 
Bar of Michigan Real Property Law Section 
2014.

Craig W. Hammond of 
Dickinson Wright focuses 
his practice in the areas of 
public finance, banking and 
economic development law, 
with more than 25 years 
of experience representing 

lenders, state and local units of government, 
underwriters and borrowers in connection 
with economic development projects and tax 
exempt bond financings. Craig is recognized 
as one of the leading public finance attorneys 
in the State of Michigan in financings for 
senior housing, health care, higher education, 
charter schools, economic development 
projects and public-private partnership 
transactions. Craig has been listed in Best 
Lawyers in America, 2006-present for Banking 
and Finance Law and Public Finance Law; 
Best Lawyers in America “2015-2018 Lawyer 
of the Year - Public Finance Law”; Michigan 
Super Lawyers, Bonds/Government Finance, 
Banking, 2006-present; and DBusiness Top 
Lawyers, Public Finance Law.

Thomas M. Keranen is a 
member in Clark Hill PLC’s 
Construction Law Practice 
Group. Tom’s practice is 
concentrated on all legal 
aspects of the design and 

construction industries, representing the 
parties to the process, including owners, 
design professionals, contractors, program 
and construction managers, design-builders, 
sub and trade contractors, suppliers and 
vendors, sureties and insurers, on a wide 
variety of public and private projects, including 
federal and international construction. Tom 
obtained his Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Civil Engineering from Michigan Technological 
University; his Master’s Degree in Engineering 
from the University of Michigan; and, his Juris 
Doctor Degree from Detroit College of Law 
(now Michigan State University College of 
School). Tom is licensed as a Professional 
Engineer in Michigan.

Christian E. Meyer, 
Warner Norcross, handles 
a variety of real estate, 
zoning and property tax 
matters for businesses 
and individuals. His clients 
include supermarkets, 

retailers, manufacturers, financial 
institutions, developers, contractors, family 
offices and nonprofit organizations. Chris is 
the chair of the firm’s Real Estate Services 
Group and serves on the firm’s Legal Practice 
Committee.

FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2019
State of the Law

Jessica Hallmark joined 
the law firm of Adkison, 
Need, Allen, & Rentrop, 
PLLC in April of 2017 as 
part of its liquor licensing 
practice group. Ms. Hallmark 
specializes in commercial 

real estate and business transactions. 
She assists clients in the acquisition and 
disposition of commercial real estate and 
business assets, including liquor licenses; 
the review and drafting of commercial leases 
and the resolution of lease disputes; and 

Faculty continued
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Faculty continued
the formation of business entities. Prior to 
joining Adkison, Need, Allen, & Rentrop, Ms. 
Hallmark was an attorney with the law firm 
of Banas and Associates PLLC and served 
as a clerk to Oakland County Circuit Court 
Judge Wendy Potts and as an aide to U.S. 
Congressman Joe Knollenberg. She earned 
her B.A. from the University of Michigan and 
her J.D. from Wayne State University Law 
School. She is a recipient of the Detroit City 
Council Spirit of Detroit award and an active 
member of CREW (Commercial Real Estate 
Women) Detroit, the Oakland County Bar 
Association and the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Real Property Law Section.

Lorri B. King, Law Offices 
of King & King, practices 
in the areas of commercial 
and residential real estate, 
real estate development, 
banking, wind energy, 
and estate planning. She 

represents a variety of clients throughout 
northern Michigan. Ms. King is a member 
of the Real Property Law, Business Law, and 
Probate and Estate Planning Sections of the 
State Bar of Michigan. She is Vice-Chair for 
the Real Property Law Section, member of 
the council and a past chairperson of the 
section’s Summer Conference. Ms. King 
has been a frequent speaker for the Real 
Property Law Section and for local real estate 
and builder groups. She is also a member of 
the State Bar of Arizona.

Workshops
Thursday and Friday, 
July 11 & 12, 2019

Joseph Doerr founded 
Doerr Law Firm after 
spending the first 12 years 
of his career at a national 
law firm, where Mr. Doerr 
advanced to member/

partner after just 7 years. At the firm, Mr. 
Doerr learned how to handle every aspect 
of the case, from legal research and writing 
to trials. Mr. Doerr has had success in a 
variety of trial and appellate courts, both 
state and federal. In addition, Mr. Doerr has 
successfully resolved matters through various 
forms of alternative dispute resolution. Mr. 
Doerr represents individuals and businesses 
of various sizes, from small businesses to 
Fortune 500 companies. He is also a trained 
mediator.

Blair D. Gould, Cousino 
Law. Blair’s practice 
focuses on commercial real 
estate. He has experience 
assisting clients with 
purchase/sale, leasing and 
financing transactions, and 

development projects, involving healthcare 
and automotive facilities, mixed-use and 
multi-family projects, shopping centers, 
cannabis-use and related projects, office 
buildings, and industrial and manufacturing 
facilities. He is a member of the State Bar of 
Michigan and its Real Property Law Section.

Patrick Karbowski with 
McDonald Hopkins has more 
than 25 years of experience 
practicing business and 
real estate transactions, 
real estate litigation, 
and commercial finance. 

Mr. Karbowski’s expertise covers a wide 
spectrum of complex real estate transactions 
and litigation involving real estate sales, 
acquisitions, development, title matters, 
leasing, lending, property taxes, foreclosures, 
and workouts. Mr. Karbowski has significant 
experience in commercial finance, handling 
real estate based and asset based lending 
for both lenders and borrowers. Mr. 
Karbowski represents both landlords and 
tenants in retail, office and industrial markets 
throughout the country. Mr. Karbowski, a 
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past chairperson of the Real Property Law 
Section of the State Bar of Michigan and was 
awarded the C. Robert Wartell Distinguished 
Service Award for exemplary contributions to 
the section over an extended period of time. 
Mr. Karbowski is an ex officio member of 
the section’s governing council and serves 
on many of its committees, including the 
Pro Bono Committee. A Leadership Oakland 
alumnus, Mr. Karbowski has served on the 
boards of several community organizations. 
Mr. Karbowski has been an adjunct professor 
of law teaching real estate transactions at the 
Ave Maria School of Law, and a member of 
the real estate advisory board for the Institute 
of Continuing Legal Education. A frequent 
author and lecturer on real estate topics 
for professional and industry organizations, 
Mr. Karbowski has been listed in The Best 
Lawyers in America, Chambers USA, and 
Super Lawyers for real estate. He is also 
elected to fellowship in the American College 
of Real Estate Lawyers. Mr. Karbowski was 
designated “Lawyer of the Year” in Detroit for 
Litigation - Real Estate and Real Estate Law 
by Best Lawyers in America (2014-2015).

John D. Moran of Miller 
Canfield, represents 
clients in connection with 
commercial real estate 
transactions, including the 
acquisition, disposition, 
leasing, and financing of 

industrial, office, and retail properties. He 
has represented sellers and purchasers in 
transactions involving consideration ranging 
from under $1 million to nearly $100 
million. His financing experience includes 
representing lenders in connection with 
mortgage loans and borrowers in connection 
with mortgage and mezzanine loan 
transactions. Additionally, he is experienced 
in the negotiation of industrial, office, and 
retail leases.  John also has significant 
experience advising clients with respect to 
entity formation, joint venture structuring, 

and the negotiation of partnership and 
limited liability company agreements. 

David E. Nykanen, 
Friedlaender Nykanen 
& Rogowski practices in 
the areas of real estate 
transactions, property 
taxation, zoning and land 
use, real estate, and 

commercial litigation. A member of the State 
Bar of Michigan, Mr. Nykanen is deeply 
involved in its Real Property Law Section. 
He served as chair of the Real Property 
Law Section in 2016-2017, among many 
other roles in the Section. Mr. Nykanen also 
served as chair of the Oakland County Bar 
Association’s Real Estate Committee. He has 
been named a Michigan Super Lawyer from 
2009 through the present and was selected 
for inclusion in the “Best Lawyers in America” 
from 2011 through the present. Mr. Nykanen 
is a frequent author and speaker for ICLE, 
industry and trade groups, and numerous bar 
associations.

Nicholas P. Scavone, Jr., 
is a member of Bodman PLC 
and Chair of Bodman’s Real 
Estate Practice Group. He 
has represented banks and 
other financial institutions 
in a wide variety of complex, 
multi-million dollar, secured 

loans and other financial arrangements 
involving real estate. Mr. Scavone has 
extensive experience with commercial 
real estate loan workouts, foreclosures, 
receiverships, deeds in lieu of foreclosure, 
and sales of REO. In addition to banking and 
finance matters, Mr. Scavone represents 
clients in wide variety of real estate 
transactions, including purchases and sales, 
development work and commercial leasing. 
Mr. Scavone is a member of the State Bar of 
Michigan (Real Property Law and Business 
Law Sections). He is Chair of the Council of 

Workshops continued
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the Real Property Law Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan, a member of the Michigan Land 
Title Standards Committee, and a Fellow of 
the American College of Mortgage Attorneys. 
He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
2018 under Banking and Finance Law and 
Real Estate Law, Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business 2017 under 
Real Estate, and Michigan Super Lawyers 
2017 under Real Estate. He is listed as a 
2018 “Top Lawyer” by DBusiness magazine 
and is AV Preeminent® Peer Review Rated by 
Martindale-Hubbell.

Benjamin M. Sobczak is a 
commercial litigation partner 
at Dickinson Wright PLLC. 
In addition to his complex 
commercial litigation 
practice, he oversees 
the business formation, 
financing and application 

process for several of the firm’s Michigan-
focused cannabis clients. In addition, he 
has provided regulatory and application 
preparation support to Dickinson Wright 
cannabis clients in California, Nevada, Ohio, 
Florida, New Jersey and New Hampshire.

Eric M. Stein is an associate 
in Miller Canfield’s Real 
Estate Group. He assists a 
broad range of clients in a 
variety of commercial real 
estate transactions, with a 
focus on commercial leasing, 
real estate financing, 

acquisitions and dispositions. Eric represents 
both landlords and tenants in negotiating 
leases for office, warehouse, industrial and 
laboratory space. His experience includes 
drafting and negotiation of subordination, 
non-disturbance and attornment agreements 
and work letters, design and construction 
agreements for tenant improvements. Eric 
also represents national, regional and local 
financial institutions in complex acquisition, 
development and construction financings. 

These matters include both single lender 
and syndicated financings, in which Eric 
has counseled both administrative agents 
and co-lenders. Prior to joining the firm, Eric 
worked as a judicial extern for the Honorable 
Amy St. Eve, U.S. District Court Judge for the 
Northern District of Illinois.

E. Joe Wloszek III is a 
Member at Hirzel Law, PLC. 
Mr. Wloszek represents 
community associations, 
co-owners, developers, 
builders, landlords, 
mortgage brokers and private 
individuals throughout 

Michigan. Mr. Wloszek focuses his practice 
on condominium and HOA law, commercial 
litigation, commercial real estate and large 
contractual disputes. He is a published 
author including in the Wayne Law Review, 
Community Association News, Michigan Real 
Property Review, etc. and has presented 
for various groups including the Michigan 
Defense Trial Counsel, the Building Owners 
and Managers Association, OCBA Inns of 
Court and Wayne State University. Mr. Wloszek 
has been named a 2013-2019 Michigan 
“Rising Star” by Super Lawyers Magazine, a 
2016 Michigan Top Lawyer in real estate law 
by Michigan Top Lawyers, a 2014 Top Lawyer 
in commercial law by DBusiness Magazine, 
and the 2014 Pro Bono Volunteer Attorney of 
the Year by Michigan Community Resources. 
Mr. Wloszek is a Certified Real Estate 
Continuing Education Instructor through the 
State of Michigan and he is the Past-Chair of 
the Oakland County Bar Association’s Real 
Estate Committee. Mr. Wloszek graduated 
from the University of Detroit Mercy School 
of Law where he worked for Chief Justice 
Markman of the Michigan Supreme Court. In 
addition, Mr. Wloszek was a member of Moot 
Court Board of Advocates, Student Chapter 
President of the Federalist Society, selected 
to the American Inns of Court and he received 
the Book Award for Property law.

Workshops continued
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ROUND TABLE 
DISCUSSION LEADERS
Friday and Saturday, 
July 12 & July 13, 2019

Kelly Allen, Adkison Need 
Allen & Rentrop, specializes 
in all facets of liquor licensing. 
Ms. Allen and her team 
handle business formation, 
lease and land purchase 
negotiations, liquor license 
acquisition and transfers, 

and violations. She is known for representing 
clients in complex and challenging situations 
before many municipalities and the Michigan 
Liquor Control Commission. The oldest of ten 
children, she became involved in this area of 
the law when two of her brothers opened their 
first restaurant in East Lansing, Michigan, 
in 1984. Five of her brothers went on to 
open 9 more establishments. Representing 
her family in liquor licensing matters led 
Ms. Allen to develop a passion for this area 
of the law. Many years and hundreds of 
clients later, she has acquired a high level of 
expertise. Ms. Allen is an active member of 
the Oakland County Bar Association, having 
previously served as President and Chair of 
its Legislative Committee. She also served 
on the State Bar of Michigan’s standing 
Committee on Character and Fitness and the 
Representative Assembly. Currently, Ms. Allen 
is a member of the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Business Law Section’s Alcohol Beverage 
Practice Group. Ms. Allen is an active member 
of the Michigan Restaurant Association, the 
Michigan Licensed Beverage Association, 
and has been a speaker for the International 
Council of Shopping Centers and The Institute 
of Continuing Legal Education.

John D. Bartley of O’Reilly 
Rancilio concentrates his 
practice in all aspects 
of real property law, 
including representing 
sellers and purchasers in 
complex purchase and sale 

transactions. He also represents lending 
institutions in construction and permanent 
financing transactions, as well as in loan 
workouts. John has extensive experience in 
title insurance matters and has published 
articles and lectured on matters of title 
insurance coverage. He is a co-chair of the 
Title and Conveyancing subcommittee for 
the Real Property Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan and a member of the Macomb 
County Bar Association.

James M. Gudenau, First 
Vice President, National 
Business Deposit Manager, 
Chemical Bank - Jim joined 
Chemical Bank in 2018 and 
developed and launched 
the bank’s 1031 Exchange 

Services and Corporate Escrow groups. He is 
responsible for developing and expanding the 
bank’s escrow portfolio and 1031 Exchange 
lines of business nationally as well as growing 
other specialized deposit lines of business. 
Prior to joining Chemical, Jim provided similar 
services for 17 years at another financial 
institution. He is a graduate of Wayne State 
University in Detroit (MBA 1998, Master of 
Science in Taxation 2005).
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Thomas A. Kabel, 
Butzel Long, is chair of his 
firm’s corporate and real 
estate departments, and 
concentrates his practice 
in the area of commercial 
real estate, leasing and real 

estate-related finance. He has substantial 
experience in the negotiation of a wide 
variety of commercial leases and subleases, 
including retail, office, warehouse, industrial, 
single tenant, and ground leases. He has 
also been involved in all facets of acquisition, 
disposition, leasing, financing and 
development of real property throughout his 
career. Mr. Kabel has extensive experience 
representing commercial lenders in 
conventional financing and has also served 
as bank and bond counsel on numerous 
industrial revenue and other tax-exempt 
financings. Mr. Kabel is Secretary and council 
member of the State Bar of Michigan Real 
Property Law Section.

Peter J. Kulick, Dickinson 
Wright (Member and Tax 
Practice Group Co-Chair), 
is a tax attorney with 
wide ranging experience 
representing clients in 
transactional matters. 

Peter’s tax practice focuses in the areas 
of tax-exempt financing, tax-advantage 
financings, partnership taxation, mergers and 
acquisitions, and cross-border tax planning.

Catharine B. LaMont has 
been working in the real 
estate and title insurance 
industry for most of her 
career. She founded and 
served as president of 
LaMont Title Corporation in 

Detroit before beginning her current position 
as business development manager for First 
American Title. Ms. LaMont has written for 

several publications, including the “Michigan 
Lawyers Manual” and the “Real Property 
Review,” and has spoken extensively on 
title and real estate issues, with a focus on 
commercial and urban redevelopment. Ms. 
LaMont is Chair-Elect of the Council of the 
Real Property Law Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan, and a member of the Michigan 
Land Title Standards Committee.

Michael A. Luberto, is 
President of Chirco Title 
Agency, Inc. He leads the 
company’s commercial 
and residential title and 
escrow operations, and 
its tax-deferred exchange 
intermediary business. 

He has structured affiliated business 
arrangements under RESPA and other joint 
ventures. As an attorney, he represented 
sellers, buyers and developers of many types 
of properties, including industrial, retail, office 
and hospitality. Mr. Luberto represented 
lenders and borrowers in various financing 
transactions, including asset-based lending, 
tax-exempt bond financing, sale-leaseback 
transactions, loan workouts and foreclosures. 
His experience also includes representing 
businesses in mergers, acquisitions and 
other business transactions. Mr. Luberto 
is a council member of the State Bar of 
Michigan Real Property Law Section and the 
Coordinator of the Real Property Section’s 
Special Committee on Conveyancing and Title. 
He is the author of “Tax-Deferred Exchanges 
of Second Homes and Mixed-Use Properties” 
and “Title Insurance Policy Endorsements” in 
the Michigan Real Property Review, and “Title 
Insurance for the General Practitioner” in the 
Michigan Bar Journal. 

Round Table Discussions continued
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Round Table Discussions continued
Laura McMahon Lynch,  
is a solo practitioner 
specializing in real estate 
litigation and transactional 
work, and estate planning/
probate law. She also 
frequently handles 

facilitative mediations for the 3rd Circuit 
Court. A former assistant attorney general 
and special assistant attorney general for 
eleven years, Ms. Lynch defended the State 
of Michigan Construction Lien Recovery Fund. 
Ms. Lynch’s real estate practice typically 
involves defending lenders and property 
owners in Lien foreclosure actions, quiet title 
and land title disputes, as well as defending 
both title underwriters and agents in general 
civil actions. She also handles recovery 
actions for title insurers and lenders, and 
breach of contract matters for businesses. 
While representing the State of Michigan, Ms. 
Lynch also prosecuted professional licensure 
violations for the Department of Licensing & 
Regulatory Affairs (formerly DCIS) concerning 
builders, appraisers and real estate brokers. 
She now uses her professional licensing 
expertise for the benefit of consumers and 
licensees. Contact Ms. Lynch at: LMLynch@
lmlplc.com; Law Office of Laura McMahon 
Lynch PLC, 18720 Mack Avenue, Suite 230, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 48236. 
Phone: 313-885-6697.

Willard G. Moseng is the 
Deputy Director of Legal 
Affairs for the Michigan 
State Housing Development 
Authority. During his 
33 years at MSHDA, 
Mr. Moseng has closed 

numerous construction and permanent loans 
for multi-family residential and mixed-use 
developments. For most of his tenure, he also 
advised MSHDA’s Homeownership Division 
regarding single-family home loans and tax-
exempt bond compliance. He has published 
a number of articles in the Real Property Law 

Review, presented for various real estate 
seminars, and served on the council for 
the Real Property Law Section. His duties 
at MSHDA include advising staff on federal 
and state housing programs, reviewing and 
drafting legislation, and participating in the 
issuance of tax-exempt and taxable bonds. 
Prior to working at MSHDA, Mr. Moseng 
was in private practice and also owned and 
operated a title insurance agency.

Dawn M. Patterson is 
an underwriting attorney 
and member of a shared 
commercial underwriting 
team at the home office of 
First American Title Insurance 
Company. She is based out of 

metropolitan Detroit. Prior to this position, she 
worked with National Commercial Services, 
state agency offices and direct operations 
serving as underwriting counsel for commercial 
and residential transactions.  Her experience 
includes appointments as State and Regional 
Counsel for another title insurer and serving 
as Michigan Division Manager for an IRC 
Section 1031 qualified intermediary. She 
has been a frequent speaker on title issues.  
Dawn’s publications include “Title Insurance: 
2006 ALTA Owner’s Policy Continues Coverage 
for Post-Policy Transfers of Real Estate to 
Insured’s Trust”, 494 Laches 9 (2007), “Title 
Insurance: Post Policy Transfers of Real Estate 
to a Trust”, 481 Laches 13 (2006), “Explore 
the Benefits of Consideration of IRC Sections 
121 & 1031 Before the Seller of Real Estate 
Reaches the Closing Table”, 32 Mich Real Prop 
Rev 150 (2004), “New Legislation Impacts Tax 
Treatment of Principal Residence Converted 
from a 1031 Replacement Property”, 32 
Mich Real Prop Rev 221 (2004) and a co-
authorship entitled “Michigan Eliminates 
Witness Requirement”, 29 Mich Real Prop 
Rev 75 (2002). Dawn is a council member of 
the State Bar of Michigan Real Property Law 
Section and was the Chair of the RPLS Winter 
Conference 2017.  She has previously served 
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Round Table Discussions continued
as Chair of the Education Committee of the 
Michigan Land Title Association, Chair of the 
Real Estate Committee of the Oakland County 
Bar Association, Co-Program Coordinator for 
the State Bar of Michigan Real Property Law 
Section 2008 & 2009 Summer Conferences 
and as a Board Member of the Incorporated 
Society of Irish American Lawyers. She holds 
a Residential Builder License and a Real 
Estate Associate Broker License. Dawn may be 
contacted at dmpatterson@firstam.com.  

John Redash of Giffels 
Webster, oversees and directs 
the day-to-day operations of 
the surveying and mapping 
staff, encourage development 
of new technologies and 
quality control procedures, 

and monitor client product satisfaction. Just as 
important, he is inspired every day working with 
team of professionals and entrepreneurs who 
strive to give people a higher standard of living 
through the development or redevelopment 
of properties that improve health, safety and 
welfare. He began his career and college 
studies enjoying the outdoors while working on 
survey crews throughout southeast Michigan. 
Redash became enamored with our state’s 
changing seasons. This, in combination with 
his interests in history, law, astronomy and 
mathematics, led to a degree in surveying. 
Today he brings extensive experience in 
field operations and coordination, and office 
management, to the survey group as well as 
interaction with his design teams, developers 
and contractors.

Rick Welsh is the Director 
for ASTI’s Environmental 
Due Diligence and Phase 
I & II Environmental 
Site Assessment (ESA) 
practices. He has over 30 
years of environmental 

consulting experience. Mr. Welsh has also 
worked directly for industry (e.g., Chevron, 

Environmental Group) and understands their 
internal culture and processes. At this point 
in his career, his primary responsibilities are 
to identify his client’s environmental needs 
and to then develop focused plans forward; 
common sense project environmental closure 
strategies. The business sectors he has 
supported include manufacturing, transport 
(rail / shipping), hazardous waste (treatment, 
storage and disposal), electronics, energy, oil 
& gas, mining, and petro-chemical. One of his 
specialties is working with land developers 
to clean-up and re-develop contaminated 
urban industrial properties. He has spent 
his career participating on, then leading, 
multidisciplinary teams of environmental 
engineers, geologists, hydro-geologists, 
toxicologists, environmental chemists, 
biologists, and ecological and human health 
risk assessors; to name a few. Mr. Welsh is 
himself an Environmental Chemist and Board 
Certified Toxicologist (i.e., Diplomate of the 
America Board of Toxicology or DABT). He has 
extensive experience in using human health 
and ecological risk assessments to generate 
“alternative”, common sense cleanup levels 
for contaminated properties. In Michigan, 
his team: 1) Focuses on the Part 201 
(environmental contamination of properties) 
and Part 213 (underground storage tank 
contamination) regulatory programs; 2) 
Supports Brownfield funded projects as well 
as HUD and MSHDA (Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority) financed projects; 
3) Uses of tools such as Phase I & II ESAs 
to provide our clients liability protection 
for preexisting subsurface environmental 
impacts under the Michigan’s Baseline 
Environmental Assessment (BEA) program; 
4) Generates Due Care Plans (DCPs) and 
Response Activity Plans (ResAPs) to assist his 
clients in purchasing properties and meeting 
their Due Care Obligations (e.g., assess 
need for and use of volatilization to indoor 
air mitigation systems); and 5) Obtains “No 
Further Action” regulatory approvals for 
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our clients with contaminated properties. 
Mr. Welsh has worked throughout the 
United States and the world (i.e., countries 
throughout North-Central-South America, 
West-Central-Eastern Europe, and Africa). 
This work was partly RCRA level contaminated 
property site investigation and remediation 
projects. This work was partly Environmental 
and Social Impact Assessment” / NEPA for 
oil and gas projects, electrical transmission 
lines, and mining projects. 

Saturday, July 13, 2019
SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY 
DAVID TROTT 

Dave Trott, Chairman, 
ATA National Title, rejoined 
ATA after serving in the 
United States House of 
Representatives. While in 
Congress Dave served on 
the Foreign Affairs, Judiciary 

and Financial Services committees. He was 
an original co-sponsor of the legislation 
reforming Dodd Frank signed into law during 
the 115th Congress. Prior to serving in 
Congress Dave was the Managing partner 
and Chairman of Trott & Trott, a law firm 
specializing in the representation of the 
real estate finance industry; ATA National 
Title; Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel, a large 
residential broker in Michigan; and National 
Default Exchange (NYSE:DM), a company 
providing technology, accounting and staffing 
services to law firms. Mr. Trott has also 
served on several boards including the Trott 
Foundation, Detroit Country Day, Community 
House, Michigan Chamber of Commerce, 
Karmanos Cancer Center, and the State 
Building Authority. He obtained a B.A from the 
University of Michigan and a J.D. from Duke 
University. 
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