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Brian H. Holt, Co-Program 
Coordinator, of Miller 
Canfield has an extensive 
background in complex 
commercial real estate, 
construction and property 
development transactions. 

From office construction to retail and 
industrial projects, from land acquisition to 
condominium development, Brian knows 
all the ropes in the real estate industry. He 
also expertly handles all areas related to 
real estate financing, including securitized 
loans, as well as commercial leasing, 
including complex sale-leaseback and 
build-to-suit transactions. Brian’s practice 
area also encompasses the negotiation 
of construction, architectural, design/
build contracts and subcontracts on 
behalf of owners, contractors and design 
professionals. He counsels his clients 
on construction risk issues and plans for 
dispute resolution. Brian helps his clients 
manage multiple complex transactions 
simultaneously. He assists clients as they 
concurrently pursue the acquisition of real 
property or assets, the lease of small office 
space or more than 100,000-square-foot 
industrial facilities, as well as multifaceted 
design and construction projects. He is 
listed in “The Best Lawyers in America®” 
for Real Estate Law and is named as a 
Michigan “Super Lawyer” in Real Estate.

C. Lynn Sagar, Co-Program 
Coordinator, is senior 
underwriting counsel 
for First American Title 
Insurance Company for 
the direct division offices 
in the State of Michigan. 

She has over 20 years of experience in the 
title insurance industry. Ms. Sagar is an 
active member of the Michigan Land Title 
Association and serves on the Legislative 

Committee. She has been a presenter for 
the Association’s educational seminars and 
has conducted numerous presentations 
on title insurance issues to real estate 
practitioners and local bar associations. 

ThuRsday, JuLy 20, 2017
Faculty

Gail A. Anderson is a partner at McClelland 
& Anderson, LLP, a Lansing-based firm 
specializing in real estate, land use and 
commercial litigation. Ms. Anderson 
represents developers, real estate brokers, 
title companies, and other businesses. She 
is a past chairperson of the Real Property 
Law Section of the State Bar, and Best 
Lawyers named Ms. Anderson “Lansing 
Real Estate Lawyer of the Year” for 2015. 
Ms. Anderson has authored numerous 
articles for the Real Property Law Review 
and is a frequent lecturer on real property 
law matters for a number of organizations, 
including the Michigan REALTORS®.

Nyal D. Deems of Varnum 
is a partner in the Real 
Estate Practice Group. 
He focuses his practice 
on conveyance and lease 
transactions, land use 
approvals for various 

development projects including shopping 
centers, resorts, residential subdivisions, 
marinas and commercial projects, 
construction and permanent lending, on 
behalf of lenders and borrowers and real 
estate investment trusts. He has unique 
municipal experience having served as 
a member of the East Grand Rapids 
City Commission and Chairperson of 
its Planning Commission, Mayor of East 
Grand Rapids, and Chairperson of the 
Grand Rapids Metropolitan Council. Nyal 
served as a supply officer in the United 
States Navy. He was recently named 
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Grand Rapids Real Estate Lawyer of the 
Year by U.S. News - Best Lawyers. He is a 
fellow and past president of the American 
College of Mortgage Attorneys and a 
fellow in the American College of Real 
Estate Lawyers.

Leslee M. Lewis is a 
Member of Dickinson 
Wright PLLC, a former 
Practice Department 
Manager of Real Estate, 
Environmental, Energy and 
Sustainability for the firm, 

governing board member, and managing 
partner of its Grand Rapids office.  
Honored by Chambers, Superlawyers, 
and Best Lawyers in America for real 
estate and banking law, she is one of only 
3,000 eminent judges, professors and 
lawyers nationwide elected to American 
Law Institute, and is an elected fellow 
of the American College of Real Estate 
Lawyers and of Counselors of Real Estate.  
She is an RPLS Council Member and 
Membership Committee Chairperson. 
Lewis has extensive experience as counsel 
to major national clients in strategic real 
estate leasing, development, finance, 
construction, acquisition and disposition 
projects and daily affairs.  She is a nationally 
recognized expert on wind farms, 
alternative energy, and green building 
and leasing projects.  Lewis serves as real 
estate and contracts counsel to health 
systems, senior living communities, hotels, 
nonprofits and others, and leads teams 
in handling complex diligence, opinions, 
cross-border REIT, lending and real estate 
investment work.  Lewis is also counsel to 
banks in loan originations and complex 
REO commercial property dispositions.  
Lewis is a national presenter for ABA, ALI-
CLE, ICSC, State Bar, ICLE, USGBC, MCR, 
and GVSU’s Johnson Center, an author 
for LEXIS/NEXIS, National Editorial Board 
Member for The Practical Real Estate 

Lawyer, and serves on community boards, 
ACREL’s opinions committee, and ALI 
Members Consultative Group for the Law 
of Nonprofit Organizations.

Brandy L. Mathie, a 
shareholder with Kerr 
Russell in Detroit, devotes 
her practice to real estate 
matters, with a particular 
focus on development, 
financing, acquisitions, 

dispositions, leasing, and the formation of 
special-purpose business entities. Brandy 
has successfully guided clients through 
various transactions involving commercial, 
residential, mixed-use, and municipal 
properties, and understands both the 
legal and business challenges that can 
arise. Brandy is known for devising 
creative solutions to even the most 
complex issues, with the ability to analyze 
and synthesize complicated historical real 
estate into understandable checklists, 
charts and forms. She has participated in 
real property transactions across the U.S., 
some of which have involved complex 
public-private partnerships, sustainable 
energy, and other emerging areas of real 
property law. A cum laude graduate of 
Wayne State University Law School with 
a Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
Michigan, Brandy is also a Fellow of the 
American College of Mortgage Attorneys, 
a member of CREW (Commercial Real 
Estate Women), an active member of 
the International Council of Shopping 
Centers, and the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Real Property Law Section.

Heather M. Olson of 
Miller Canfield is a partner 
in the firm’s Real Estate 
practice group. She 
specializes in commercial 
real estate workouts and 
foreclosures as well as real 

estate litigation. She represents financial 

Faculty continued
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institutions, special servicers and private 
investors in all stages of commercial 
real estate workouts and foreclosures 
for both securitized and portfolio loans, 
including both transactional and litigation 
matters. She has experience with loans 
secured by a variety of property types 
including, multifamily, office, retail, 
industrial, manufactured housing and 
hospitality across the country, with a 
focus on properties located in Michigan, 
Ohio, Illinois and Indiana. Her practice 
also includes the representation of court-
appointed receivers and general real 
estate litigation. Ms. Olson is a fellow 
of the American College of Mortgage 
Attorneys, Chair of the Outreach 
Committee for CREW Detroit (Commercial 
Real Estate Women) and is co-author of 
the chapter “Foreclosure of Mortgages 
and Land Contracts; Receiverships” in the 
LexisNexis Practice Guide: Michigan Real 
Estate Litigation published in July 2016. 
She is licensed in Michigan, Ohio, Illinois 
and New York.

fRiday, JuLy 21, 2017
State of the Law

Jason C. Long is 
a shareholder with 
Steinhardt Pesick & Cohen, 
P.C., in Birmingham. He 
represents clients in all 
phases of eminent domain, 
property taxation, real 

estate, and land use cases, as well as 
representing clients in appellate litigation. 
Mr. Long is a former judicial law clerk to 
the Hon. Michael F. Cavanagh, Justice 
of the Michigan Supreme Court. He has 
published a number of works on topics 
including eminent domain, taxation, and 

other real estate issues. Mr. Long is an 
honors graduate of Oakland University and 
the University of Detroit Mercy School of 
Law, and studied real estate development 
at the University of Michigan Ross School 
of Business. 

Jessica Hallmark joined 
the law firm of Adkison, 
Need, Allen, & Rentrop, 
PLLC in April of 2017 as 
part of its liquor license 
practice group.  Ms. 
Hallmark specializes in 

commercial real estate and business 
transactions.  She assists clients in the 
acquisition and disposition of commercial 
real estate and business assets; the review 
and drafting of commercial leases and the 
resolution of lease disputes; the formation 
of business entities; and the consummation 
of entity mergers, splits and dissolutions.  
Ms. Hallmark’s experience also includes 
drafting condominium documents and 
representing the borrower in HUD and 
Fannie Mae-insured mortgage loan 
transactions. Prior to joining Adkison, 
Need, Allen, & Rentrop, Ms. Hallmark 
was an attorney with the law firm of Banas 
and Associates PLLC and served as a 
clerk to Oakland County Circuit Court 
Judge Wendy Potts and as an aide to 
U.S. Congressman Joe Knollenberg.  She 
earned her B.A. from the University of 
Michigan and her J.D. from Wayne State 
University Law School.  She is a recipient 
of the Detroit City Council Spirit of Detroit 
award and an active member of CREW 
(Commercial Real Estate Women) Detroit, 
the Oakland County Bar Association and 
the State Bar of Michigan’s Real Property 
Law Section.
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George F. Bearup of Smith 
Haughey Rice & Roegge has 
practiced law in Traverse 
City for 36 years. He is 
recognized in Michigan and 
the nation as a leader in the 
areas of estate planning 

and retirement planning. George is one of 
only 2,600 attorneys in the nation elected 
to be a Fellow of the American College 
of Trust and Estate Counsel. The College 
is a national organization that includes 
attorneys who have demonstrated the 
highest level of integrity, commitment 
to the profession, competence, and 
experience as trust and estate counselors. 
George is very active in the Traverse City 
community. Currently George is chair of 
the Board of Trustees of Munson Medical 
Center and he also sits on the Board of 
Trustees of Munson Healthcare System. 
In addition, George is currently Chair of 
the Real Estate Committee of the Probate 
and Estate Planning Section of the State 
Bar of Michigan. Over the years, he has 
donated a significant amount of time, legal 
expertise, and resources to the Rotary 
Charities of Traverse City, the largest grant 
giving chapter of all Rotary Charities in the 
world. In addition, George is a frequent 
speaker and moderator for the Institute 
of Continuing Legal Education seminars, 
including the Annual Drafting Estate 
Planning Documents Seminar and Annual 
Probate and Estate Planning Institute. He 
has written several articles on divorce, 
probate trusts, and estate planning, and is 
a chapter author and former co-editor of 
the “Michigan Revocable Grantor Trusts” 
(ICLE 2d and 3d eds). Notably, George was 
a founding member of Smith Haughey’s 
Traverse City office in 1990. George is 
a Fellow of the State Bar of Michigan. 
He has been listed in “The Best Lawyers 
in America” (Trusts) for over 20 years, is 
AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell, and has 

been named as a “Michigan Super Lawyer” 
since 2006. In addition, George has been a 
Fellow of The American College of Trusts 
and Estates Council since 2002. 

Karen Boore is a senior 
associate at Miller Canfield 
where her practice focuses 
on renewable energy 
projects, leasing, and real 
estate development. Ms. 
Boore has represented 

lenders, investors, and a utility company 
developer/acquirer in multiple wind 
energy projects. Ms. Boore has a particular 
expertise in resolving complex title issues 
and negotiating insurance coverages with 
title companies to confirm that the rights 
necessary to build and operate a project 
are in place and that conflicting third-
party rights are adequately addressed. In 
her commercial leasing work, Ms. Boore 
represents landlords and tenants across 
the United States in the negotiation of 
leases for office, warehouse, and industrial 
space, addressing risks, cost-saving items, 
as well as lease administration and build-
out logistics. Ms. Boore is also experienced 
in the representation of developers in the 
acquisition, financing, and development 
of transformative development projects 
across the state.

John D. Gaber, is a 
shareholder of Williams, 
Williams, Rattner 
& Plunkett, P.C., in 
Birmingham, Michigan. 
Mr. Gaber practices real 
estate, corporate and 

general business law and financing, 
specializing in real estate acquisition, 
land use, development, construction and 
leasing. He represents developers, national 
retailers, operators, franchisees and 
municipalities. He has represented clients 
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in the development and redevelopment 
of commercial, mixed use and residential 
projects. He counsels clients on distressed 
projects and negotiates loan workouts. 
Previously, Mr. Gaber was a senior real 
estate attorney for Kmart Corporation. 
Mr. Gaber is an active member of the 
Real Property Section of the State Bar 
of Michigan, where he co-chairs the 
Commercial Real Estate Development 
and Ownership Committee. He is also 
a member of the ICSC and the Oakland 
County Bar Association. Mr. Gaber lectures 
on various real estate topics.

Michael S. Hale, of 
Clairmont Advisors, LLC, 
has served as an adjunct 
insurance faculty member 
at Lawrence Technological 
University. Mr. Hale has 
earned professional 
insurance designations 

including chartered property and casualty 
underwriter (CPCU), accredited advisor in 
insurance (AAI), and certified insurance 
counselor (CIC) and has served as an expert 
witness in nearly 200 insurance-related 
matters. Michael Hale has twice been 
names a Leader in the Law by Michigan 
Lawyers Weekly, in 2008 and 2017. Mr. 
Hale has also authored many articles on 
insurance and risk management topics.

Richard A. Harlow is the manager of the 
Farmland Preservation program with the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (MDARD) and has been 
in that position for more than 26 years. He 
is also the manager of the Qualified Forest 
Program which was transferred from 
MDNR to MDARD in 2013. Both programs 
provide tax incentives to landowners 
for participation. He is also the manager 
of a permanent conservation easement 
program for the State. He is familiar with 
land taxation for farmland and forestland 

in the state as well as the tax benefits 
associated with the use of permanent 
conservation easements. The Farmland 
Preservation Program has more than 3.2 
million acres of farmland enrolled in over 
44,000 temporary restrictive covenants. 
The Qualified Forest Program has over 
300,000 acres receiving an exemption 
from school operating taxes. The Farmland 
Preservation program also holds permanent 
conservation easements on approximately 
24,728 acres of farmland and open space 
parcels. Prior to working for the State he 
worked, for 16 years, in various planning 
positions, including planning director, in 
Meridian Township, Michigan, planner at 
the Lima Allen County Regional Planning 
Commission in Ohio and planner in Xenia, 
Ohio. Rich received a Master Degree from 
Bowling Green State University and took 
graduate classes in Urban Planning and 
Landscape Architecture at Michigan State 
University in the 1990s. He is a member 
of the American Institute of Certified 
Planners and is a charter member of the 
American Planning Association. Since 
1990 he has taught at Lansing Community 
College and currently teaches at Michigan 
State University as adjunct faculty for the 
Department of Geography. 

Brian P. Henry is the Chief 
Legal Officer for Orlans 
P.C., the second largest 
women owned law firm 
in the country with more 
than 60 attorneys licensed 
in eight jurisdictions. Mr. 

Henry oversees legal operations for all 
services related to real estate investment 
and ownership. In addition, Mr. Henry 
provides counsel and support to eTitle 
Agency, the affiliated title company for 
Orlans PC. Both Orlans PC and eTitle 
Agency are part of The Orlans Group 
of companies which all support the 
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investment and transfer of real property. 
The core purpose of this group of 
companies is to provide simplicity where 
complexity exists and to provide precision 
where process exists. Mr. Henry has over 
35 years’ experience in real estate law 
and related litigation. He has supervised 
closings for both commercial sale and 
refinance transactions and provided 
advice to commercial and residential 
developers. Mr. Henry is a past Chair of the 
Real Property Law Section and previously 
served as Chair of the CLE Committee 
and of the Membership Committee. In 
addition, he has served as the Chairman 
of the Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber 
of Commerce, as a member of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for Bloomfield Township 
and as the President of Leadership 
Oakland. He has lectured on a variety of 
real estate subjects and taught Business 
Law at the University of Phoenix – Michigan 
Campus.

Patrick A. Karbowski 
of McDonald Hopkins 
has more than 29 years 
of experience practicing 
business and real estate 
law. His expertise covers a 
wide spectrum of complex 

real estate transactions and litigation 
involving real estate sales, acquisitions, 
development, title insurance, leasing, 
lending, property taxes, foreclosures, 
and workouts. Patrick also has significant 
experience in commercial finance, 
handling real estate based and asset 
based loans, for both lenders and 
borrowers. Patrick, a past Chairperson 
of the Real Property Law Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan, is a recipient of the 
C. Robert Wartell Distinguished Service 
Award for exemplary contributions to 
the section over an extended period of 
time. He is an ex officio member of the 
section’s governing council and serves on 

many of its committees, including as chair 
of the Pro Bono Committee. Patrick is a 
Fellow of the American College of Real 
Estate Lawyers and has been an adjunct 
professor of law teaching real estate 
transactions at the Ave Maria School of 
Law. Patrick is on the real estate advisory 
board for the Institute of Continuing Legal 
Education. A frequent author and lecturer 
on real estate topics for professional and 
industry organizations, Patrick is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers 
USA and Super Lawyers for Real Estate. 
Patrick is a Leadership Oakland alumnus 
and has served on the boards of several 
community organizations.

Patrick A. King is a 
shareholder at Fabian, 
Sklar & King, P.C. With 
more than 35 years of 
experience, Patrick has 
litigated hundreds of 
cases involving insurance 

matters, including the investigation of 
potential arson and fraud defenses. He 
has defended and prosecuted errors and 
omissions cases against insurance agents 
and other insurance professionals, and 
obtained two of the largest multimillion-
dollar judgments against insurance agents 
in Michigan’s legal history. A Certified 
Fire and Explosion Investigator (CFEI) 
through the National Association of Fire 
Investigators (NAFI), Patrick has lectured 
extensively on a variety of topics relating 
to the origin and cause of fires and 
explosions, including presentations to fire 
investigation organizations, fire science 
classes and insurance professionals. He 
has also presented at claim schools and 
seminars conducted by several major 
national insurance companies, focusing 
on advanced investigative techniques and 
other aspects of claims handling. Patrick 
has been appointed to the National 
Fire Protection Association Technical 
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Committee on Fire Investigations as an 
alternate member, which is responsible 
for preparing NFPA 921: Guide for Fire 
and Explosion Investigations. He also 
co-authored the chapter on property 
insurance in Michigan Insurance Law and 
Practice, published by the Institute for 
Continuing Legal Education (ICLE). He is a 
member of the American Bar Association, 
State Bar of Michigan, Michigan 
Association for Justice, National Fire 
Protection Association and International 
Association of Arson Investigators. He 
has been selected as a Michigan “Super 
Lawyer” by Super Lawyers magazine every 
year since 2008 and a “Top Lawyer in 
Insurance” by DBusiness magazine.

Michele C. Marquardt, 
DeMent and Marquardt 
practices in the areas 
of estate and business 
succession planning. She 
is a fellow of the American 
College of Trust and Estate 

Counsel. Ms. Marquardt is a former 
member of the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Probate and Estate Planning Section and 
the Section’s Probate Council, for which 
she chaired the Legislative Monitoring 
Committee. She is also a member of the 
State Bar’s Real Property Law and Business 
Law Sections; the Real Property, Trust, and 
Estate Law Section of the American Bar 
Association; and the Kalamazoo County 
Bar Association. Ms. Marquardt has taught 
at Nazareth College and Davenport 
College and has been an adjunct professor 
of estate planning at Western Michigan 
University. She has been elected as a Super 
Lawyer in estate planning every year since 
2007 and has been recognized by “Worth” 
and “Hour” magazines as a top attorney 
in estate planning. Ms. Marquardt is a 
frequent speaker for ICLE seminars on the 
topic of estate planning.

Regina M. Slowey is 
the Managing Litigation 
Attorney for Orlans P.C., 
the second largest women 
owned law firm in the 
country. Ms. Slowey is 
licensed to practice in 

Michigan and California. Regina Slowey 
has been a licensed attorney since 1999, 
litigating, drafting, reviewing for a variety 
of employers – as clerk to the Honorable 
William J. Saad of the Michigan Court of 
Appeals, and the Honorable John Feikens 
of the Eastern District of Michigan, in-
house counsel for small to medium sized 
companies, private practice and finally (and 
currently) as Litigation Manager for Orlans 
PC. Her focus is real estate, negotiating 
and, if necessary, litigating title issues 
ranging from the simple to the complex. 
Throughout the journey, efficiency and 
technology became a necessary passion. 

Meredith H. Weingarden 
is a Vice-President, 
Michigan State Counsel 
and National Commercial 
Agency Counsel for 
the Fidelity National 
Title Group, which 

encompasses Chicago Title Insurance 
Company, Fidelity National Title Insurance 
Company, and Commonwealth Land 
Title Insurance Company.  Meredith is 
a member of the State Bar of Michigan, 
the Real Property Law Section, and the 
Professional Designation and Legislative 
Steering  Committees of the Michigan 
Land Title Association.  She also serves as 
Chair of the MLTA Legislative Committee, 
and has served on the Board of Directors 
of the MLTA. In 2015, Meredith was 
given the Robert J. Jay Award by the 
MLTA in recognition of her contributions 
and service to the title industry.  In 
2016, she achieved her Professional 
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Designation as an MLTA Certified Land 
Title Professional. In addition to providing 
underwriting support, Meredithhas acted 
as claims counsel, prepared and presented 
educational materials at company and 
MLTA sponsored seminars, as well as 
for the Real Property Law Section/ICLE, 
conducted individual training sessions for 
agents and direct operations as requested, 
and written numerous articles for the 
MLTA publication, The Title Examiner.  
Meredith received her B.A. in Political 
Science from theUniversity of Michigan, 
and her Juris Doctor from The Detroit 
College of Law. Meredith can be reached 
at weingardenm@ctt.com, or (800)229-
3310x1170.

Round TabLE 
discussion LEadERs
Friday and Saturday, 
July 21 & 22, 2017

John C. Bommarito is 
currently General Counsel 
& Corporate Secretary 
for ATA National Title 
Group, LLC and its family 
of companies. Prior to 
arriving at ATA, he was 

Associate State Counsel with LandAmerica 
Financial Group and before that, in-house 
counsel for another large Metro Detroit 
title agent. He also has experience as an 
expert witness in disputes and litigation 
involving title insurance and real property. 
Mr. Bommarito graduated Cum Laude 
from the University of Detroit Mercy Law 
School. His undergraduate degree is 
from the University of Dayton in Business 
Administration with a major in Marketing 
and Certification in International Business. 
Professionally, Mr. Bommarito is: an active 
member of the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Real Property Law Section; President-Elect 
of the Michigan Land Title Association 
(MLTA); past-chair of the Oakland County 

Bar Association Real Estate Committee; 
Past President of the Italian American Bar 
Association; a member of the Macomb 
County Bar Association serving on its 
Real Estate Committee; and a member 
of the Macomb County Bar Foundation 
serving on its scholarship committee. Mr. 
Bommarito enjoys opportunities to speak 
with the: SBM Real Property Law Section, 
Indiana Continuing Legal Education 
Forum, Michigan Land Title Association, 
and Michigan ICLE events. He has been 
published in the MLTA “Examiner”; 
“Michigan Real Property Review”; ICLE 
practice materials; “LACHES” (OCBA) and 
“Bar Briefs” (MCBA). Additionally, he is a 
recipient of the MLTA’s Robert J. Jay award; 
Crain’s General & In-House Counsel of the 
Year finalist; and the President’s Award 
from the Italian American Bar Association. 

Lawrence M. Elkus, The Law Offices 
of Lawrence M. Elkus, PC - Licensed in 
Colorado, Michigan, Pennsylvania and 
Texas, Mr. Elkus has a national boutique 
oil and gas law practice. Wayne State 
University, B.S. Business Administration 
(Accounting), Southern Methodist 
University School of Law, J.D. CPA (inactive). 
For over 30 years his practice involves 
representing independent oil companies, 
oil and gas investors and mineral owners in 
leasing, lending, securities, tax strategies, 
corporate, mergers and acquisitions, and 
joint ventures activities. Former chair of 
the Oil and Gas Standing Law Committee 
of the State Bar of Michigan, author and 
lecturer.

Sara Fazio practices in the 
area of receiverships and 
liquidations, bankruptcy, 
and commercial and 
probate litigation. She has 
practiced receivership and 
liquidation law for 17 years. 

Ms. Fazio has served as counsel to federal 
appointed receivers in matters initiated by 

Mission Possible:
Traversing Michigan’s Real Estate Landscape



SC17

Grand Traverse 
Resort & Spa
Traverse City,

Michigan 
July 19-22, 2017

Round Table Discussion Leaders continued

the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
the Federal Trade Commission, the United 
States Attorney’s Office, the Internal 
Revenue Service, as well as various 
creditors involving Ponzi schemes, hedge 
fund fraud, consumer fraud, insider 
trading, money laundering, international 
asset-tracing and repatriation, tax fraud, 
and various criminal matters. Through 
her involvement in receivership matters, 
Ms. Fazio has taken possession of and 
controlled business and then operated, 
dissolved and sold the same. She has 
seized and disposed of real and personal 
property to maximize estate assets 
available for distribution to defrauded 
parties. Where appropriate, she has also 
coordinated receivership activity with 
bankruptcy trustees, courts, and creditor 
committees.

Angela Kaku, of Smith 
Haughey Rice & Roegge 
represents clients in 
Muskegon and Grand 
Rapids in the areas of civil 
litigation and business 
disputes both in contract 

and tort-based such as fraudulent 
inducement, slander, misappropriation 
of trade secrets, unfair competition, and 
tortious interference.  She also helps 
clients resolve disputes regarding land 
use, easements, and municipal law. In 
addition, Angie is heavily involved in 
the community, serving as Community 
Relations Commissioner for the City of 
Grand Rapids, Community Relations 
Chairperson for the Young Lawyers Section 
of the Grand Rapids Bar Association, 
Muskegon Junior Chamber of Commerce 
member, and frequent volunteer at the 
Women’s Resource Center where she 
teaches monthly computer training 
courses.

Nicholas Leonard is 
currently a staff attorney 
with the Great Lakes 
Environmental Law Center. 
Prior to transitioning into 
his role as staff attorney, 
he worked for two years 

as an Equal Justice Works fellow with the 
Center. As a fellow, Nicholas provided 
pro bono transactional legal services to 
individuals, nonprofit corporations, and 
certain for-profit businesses engaged in 
community-based urban agriculture in 
Detroit. Nicholas obtained his J.D. from 
the University of Michigan Law School 
where he was an Articles Editor for the 
Michigan Journal of Environmental and 
Administrative Law. His note, titled 
“Utilizing Michigan Brownfield Policies 
to Incentivize Community-Based Urban 
Agriculture in Detroit” was published in 
the Michigan Journal of Environmental 
and Administrative Law. He has been a 
frequent guest lecturer on the topic of 
the legal issues facing urban farms and 
gardens in Detroit. Nicholas obtained his 
B.A. from Kalamazoo College and lives in 
Detroit. 

John D. Moran of Miller 
Canfield represents 
clients in connection 
with commercial real 
estate transactions, 
including the acquisition, 
disposition, leasing, and 

financing of industrial, office, and retail 
properties. He has represented sellers 
and purchasers in transactions involving 
consideration ranging from under $1 
million to nearly $100 million. His financing 
experience includes representing lenders 
in connection with mortgage loans and 
borrowers in connection with mortgage 
and mezzanine loan transactions. 
Additionally, he is experienced in the 
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negotiation of industrial, office, and 
retail leases. John also has significant 
experience advising clients with respect to 
entity formation, joint venture structuring, 
and the negotiation of partnership and 
limited liability company agreements. 

Robert J. Nolan of 
Warner Norcross & Judd, 
counsels clients in complex 
commercial real estate 
development, corporate 
mergers and acquisition 
transactions. His extensive 
real estate expertise 

includes retail development, shopping 
center development and redevelopment, 
condominium development, commercial 
retail leasing and landlord/tenant law. He 
also represents clients through acquisitions, 
depositions and conversions. Within his 
merger and acquisition practice, Bob 
advises on maintaining compliance with 
antitrust competition laws. He is focused 
on helping organizations make sound 
decisions as it pertains to acquisitions, 
sales and contracts and manages large 
real estate portfolios in order to streamline 
legal expenses. He has a natural rapport 
with clients and a direct approach in 
offering the very best legal advice across a 
multitude of real estate matters.

John Redash of Giffels 
Webster, oversees and 
directs the day-to-day 
operations of the surveying 
and mapping staff, 
encourage development 
of new technologies 

and quality control procedures, and 
monitor client product satisfaction. Just 
as important, he is inspired every day 
working with team of professionals and 
entrepreneurs who strive to give people 
a higher standard of living through 
the development or redevelopment of 

properties that improve health, safety 
and welfare. He began his career and 
college studies enjoying the outdoors 
while working on survey crews throughout 
southeast Michigan. Redash became 
enamored with our state’s changing 
seasons. This, in combination with his 
interests in history, law, astronomy and 
mathematics, led to a degree in surveying. 
Today he brings extensive experience in 
field operations and coordination, and 
office management, to the survey group as 
well as interaction with his design teams, 
developers and contractors.

Reshma Sambare is a 
Senior Attorney at the 
law firm of Miller Canfield 
Paddock and Stone PLC. 
Reshma is a Civil Engineer, 
holds master’s degrees in 
Construction Management 

and Finance, and worked for about 10 
years in the commercial construction 
industry prior to transitioning into her 
legal practice. Reshma primarily focuses 
her practice on the transactional side of 
commercial real estate development, 
commercial contracts, and economic 
development incentives involving local, 
national, and international clients of public, 
private, and public-private-partnership in 
nature.

Alfred L. (“Fred”) 
Schubkegel, Jr., of 
Varnum LLP has over 
30 years experience 
providing general legal 
counsel to private business 
interests and non-profit 

organizations. Fred has focused expertise 
in real estate and economic development 
(with a particular knack for packaging 
incentives and credits to make the 
impossible deal possible), finance (with 
an emphasis on venture capital, angel 
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investing and public-private partnerships), 
and businesses or properties impacted by 
environmental regulations or concerns. 
He is Varnum’s “go to” expert for legal 
matters involving business ventures of 
American Indian tribes and minority 
business enterprises. Fred has handled 
transactions around the world and is a 
liaison for Varnum’s membership in the 
International Alliance of Law Firms.

Mark E. Wilson, Dickinson 
Wright PLLC, specializes in 
healthcare, environmental, 
and real estate law. He 
has represented a variety 
of physician organizations 
in the acquisition, 

development, construction, or operation 
of large scale medical offices, free standing 
dialysis centers, vascular access facilities, 
urgent cares, laboratories and surgical 
centers. Mr. Wilson, who leads the firm’s 
healthcare practice, is widely recognized 
in the medical-legal community for his 
ability to assist clients in securing quality 
control and streams of income from a 
variety of sources. He is also known for 
facilitating the creation of the UnaSource 
Health “megamedaplex” in Troy; the 
WellPointe multispecialty medical 
complex in Rochester Hills; and a variety 
of other multitasking, multispecialty 
medical buildings. Throughout his career, 
Mr. Wilson has counseled, negotiated, 
and documented all aspects of industrial, 
commercial, and residential real estate 
transactions, also practicing, as needed, in 
the areas of corporate, tax, environmental 
and construction law. He has been 
consistently recognized by Michigan 
Super Lawyers, Dbusiness Top Lawyers in 
healthcare and named Lawyer of the Year-
Healthcare twice, in 2013 and 2016, by Best 
Lawyers in America. He is a member of the 
American Health Lawyers Association’s 

Physician Organizations Practice Group 
and the State Bar of Michigan’s Health 
Law and Environmental Law Sections.

Lance Zoerhof of Warner, 
Norcross, and Judd LLP’s 
Grand Rapids office, 
practices in the areas 
of commercial and real 
property litigation.  That 
includes disputes related 

to mining and oil and gas development 
and rights, as well as litigation over 
zoning, easements, boundary lines, 
vacations, leases, restrictive covenants, 
riparian rights, and other state and federal 
proceedings deciding rights related to 
land.  His focus on drone regulation arose 
out of his real estate clients’ increased use 
of drones in their businesses.  Mr. Zoerhof 
has his undergraduate degree from Calvin 
College (1997) and his law degree from 
the University of Oregon (2002).

sPEciaL PREsEnTaTion 
by susan dEMas 
“Expecting the Unexpected: The Wild 
State of Politics Today”

Susan J. Demas is a 
columnist, reporter and 
editor with 15 years of 
experience. Since 2013, 
she has been the editor 
and publisher of Inside 
Michigan Politics, a 

biweekly newsletter analyzing political 
and policy trends. Demas is a syndicated 
political columnist, appearing in The 
Huffington Post, Salon, Dome Magazine 
and Taegan Goddard’s Political Wire. Her 
columns have also run in the Detroit News, 
Battle Creek Enquirer, Lansing State 
Journal, Impact, PennLive, Real Clear 
Politics, MLive and its eight papers. She is 
the only Michigan journalist to have been 
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named to The Washington Post’s list of 
“Best Political Reporters,” The Huffington 
Post’s list of “Best Political Tweeters” and 
The Washington Post’s list of “Best Political 
Bloggers.” In 2006, Demas became a 
Knight Foundation fellow in “The Fourth 
Estate and the Third Sector” program for 
nonprofit organizations, finance and media 
through Marshall University in Huntington, 
W.V. Demas’s work has run in or on more 
than 80 national, international and regional 
media outlets including NBC News, CNN, 
Newsweek, Forbes, The Economist, 
National Public Radio, the Australian 
Broadcast Corp., Al Jazeera, The New 
York Times, Washington Post, Politico, 
The Atlantic, The Columbia Journalism 
Review, Guardian U.K., Chicago Sun-
Times, Bloomberg News, Reuters, Boston 
Herald, Seattle Times, Toronto Sun, Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram, San Jose Mercury 
News, (St. Paul) Pioneer Press, Des Moines 
Register and Michigan Public Radio. She 
is a regular panelist on WKAR’s “Off the 
Record.” 


