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PREFACE TO 
MICHIGAN LAND TITLE STANDARDS 

 
SIXTH EDITION 

 

 The Sixth Edition of Michigan Land Title Standards has been prepared by 
the Land Title Standards Committee of the Real Property Law Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan and published by the Real Property Law Section. 

 First published in the 1950s, the Michigan Land Title Standards is a series of 
selected statements of the law of land titles, as supported by applicable statutes 
and case law.  Each Standard is a concise statement of a principle of law, 
accompanied by problems which illustrate the proper application of the principle.  
Each Standard includes specific references to the statutes and cases which 
provide the legal authority for the principle addressed.  Some of the Standards 
include explanatory comments by the Committee. 

 The Committee has taken care to include only those principles of land title 
law which are clearly supported by the law of Michigan or, where applicable, by 
the law of the United States, and for which there are supporting statutes or 
published cases which are definitive in their effect or holding.  Points of law that 
are subject to dispute or uncertainty, or as to which there are conflicting opinions, 
have not been included in the Standards, even if a particular interpretation may 
be commonly accepted in practice.  The Standards are not intended as a treatise 
on land title law, but rather consist of selected statements of legal principles to 
guide lawyers on the legal effect of land title instruments. 

 The Standards have played a significant role in promoting the certainty and 
continuity of Michigan’s principles of real property law, the importance of which 
was noted in a recent decision of our Supreme Court:1 

[I]f there is any realm within which the values served by stare decisis -- 
stability, predictability, and continuity -- must be most certainly 
maintained, it must be within the realm of property law.  For this 
reason, “[t]his Court has previously declared that stare decisis is to be 
strictly observed where past decisions establish ‘rules of property’ that 
induce extensive reliance.” 

* * * * 
The justification for this rule is not to be found in rigid fidelity to 
precedent, but conscience. . . . Judicial “rules of property” create value, 
and the passage of time induces a belief in their stability that generates 
commitments of human energy and capital. 

                                                           
1 2000 Baum Family Trust v Babel, 488 Mich 136, 172; 793 NW2d 633, (2010), citing 
Bott v Natural Resources Comm, 415 Mich 45, 77-78; 327 NW2d 838 (1982). 



 

 

 During the more than 60 years since their initial publication, the Standards 
have come to be regarded as an authoritative reference on the law of land titles 
and other aspects of real property law as developed and interpreted in Michigan.  
Trial and appellate courts have frequently cited the Standards in support of the 
legal principles relied upon in decisions in real property cases.  Indeed, the 
Michigan Land Title Standards are generally regarded as among the most 
complete and authoritative of all the state land title standards in the United States. 

 The Committee has been ably guided by the following Chairpersons: Ralph 
W. Aigler (1953-54), James H. Hudnut (1954-55), Ralph Jossman (1955-59), 
Cyrus M. Poppen (1959-61), Ray L. Potter (1961-63), Clarence W. Videan 
(1963-64), Reuben M. Waterman (1964-65), F. Norman Higgs (1965-66), T. 
Gerald McShane (1966-69), Frank L. Charbonneau (1969-71), James W. Draper 
(1971-74), Myron Winegarden (1974-76), Andrew Cooke (1976-78), Paul A. 
Ward (1978-80), John R. Baker (1980-83), Carl A. Hasselwander (1983-85), 
Janet L. Kinzinger (1985-88), Thomas C. Simpson (1988-90), Gerard K. Knorr 
(1990-91), Russell A. McNair, Jr. (1991-92), Anne H. Hiemstra (1992-93), C. 
Robert Wartell (1993-95), James R. Brown (1995-98), Dennis W. Hagerty (1998-
2001), James E. Reed (2001-04), Robert D. Mollhagen (2004-07), Russell E. 
Prins (2007-10), and James M. Marquardt (2010-13). 

 The Committee continuously reviews and revises the Standards and prepares 
new Standards to include new subject matter and authorities and to reflect 
changes in the law. New and revised Standards are published in periodic 
supplements.  The Committee welcomes comments and suggestions from all 
interested members of the Bar. 
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