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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE  
REAL PROPERTY LAW SECTION  

OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

OCTOBER 14, 2020 AT 12:00 PM 
 

Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86157101861?pwd=WDlMQ2Yvc3pDM0FtVGtybDN4TER0dz09 

 
An on-line meeting of the members of the Council of the Real Property Law Section was called to order at 
approximately 12:00 PM. Chairperson King confirmed that a quorum of voting members was present.  
 
Present: 
 

Council Members Past Chairs 
In Person  Zoom In Person Zoom  
 Lorri B. King (Chair)  

Stephen Estey 
Brian P. Foley 
John Gaber 
Gregory J. Gamalski 
Jessica Hallmark  
Thomas A. Kabel 
Aileen Leipprandt 
Leslee Lewis 
Jason C. Long (CLE) 
Michael A. Luberto 
Brandy Mathie  
Brian Page (Land Title)  
Dawn M. Patterson  
J. Scott Timmer 
 
Cathy LaMont 
(Immediate Past Chair) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ronn S. Nadis 
Nicholas Scavone 
Kim Shierk 
 

Section 
Administrator 

 
Karen Schwartz 

 
 

Other Attendees 
 

  
Timothy Bliss  

 
* * * 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86157101861?pwd=WDlMQ2Yvc3pDM0FtVGtybDN4TER0dz09
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Chairperson King welcomed Commercial Leasing Special Committee Co-Chair Timothy Bliss to the meeting.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Chairperson King proposed unanimous consent of the minutes from the September 16, 2020 Council meeting. 
Jason Long moved to support the Motion and Gregory Gamalski seconded the Motion.  No members raised an 
objection, so the Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Consent Agenda:  
Chairperson King proposed unanimous approval of the Consent Agenda as to the following reports: 
Administrative, Committee on Committees, Michigan Electronic Recording Commission, Pro Bono Committee, 
Publications Committee, Sponsorship Committee, and Technology.  
 
Chairperson King moved to approve and receive the Consent Agenda without discussion.  Leslee Lewis moved 
to support the Motion and Cathy LaMont seconded the Motion.  No objections were raised so the Motion to 
approve and receive the Consent Agenda without discussion passed unanimously. 
 
Standing Committee Reports: 
The following Standing Committee reports were discussed: 
 
Membership Committee: 
 
Leslee Lewis presented the Membership Committee Report.  The membership committee met remotely on 
September 21st.  The following points came out of the brainstorming session and committee discussions:  
 
Our Section “paid” membership has grown slightly this past year; not sure why.  The Section compared itself to  
Probate & Estate Planning Section and the Business Law Section, which are the closest in size to our section.  
Those sections also have the most overlap of members with our Section.  A   comparison   of   RPLS   and   
BLS   demographics   shows   two   interesting comparative   statistics   about   RPLS:   we   are   aging, and   
our   very   large   firm participation is significantly lower than those other Sections.  17.5% of our Section is in 
large firms.  We have a huge number of sole practitioners and small firms (60%) in our Section.  The number of 
millennials in our Section are also lower than those other Sections.  We need to make our Section relevant to 
young lawyers.    Younger members said they are short on time, want value from the programs. 
 
The Committee discussed a number of programs they felt should be continued and built on, including RPLS 
Academy and law firm recruiting/outreach. 
 
The Committee also discussed increasing social media (twitter, etc.) communications and use of technology 
(Daily Digest, podcast), as well as the use of on-line education resources to allow younger, busy lawyers to get 
a taste of our Section’s CLE. 
  
It was suggested by the Committee to have free flowing regularly scheduled meetings to allow people to ask 
questions.  The program would feature an “Ask the Expert” approach.  The first 15-30 minutes could be on a 
specific topic, with the second 15-30 minutes open to questions.  It may be an opportunity to tie the program in 
with the Special Committees.  The thought is to hold the program maybe once per month, no more than an hour.  
Could be on a particular topic, or no particular topic.  Condominium Law committee is doing the first; 55 
people have already signed up. 
 
Leslee Lewis asked the Council for input on these initiatives.  Greg Gamalski suggested to Tim Bliss that 
Leasing Committee may want to consider doing an Ask the Expert session. 
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Chairperson King noted that this program is not necessarily tied to the Special Committees, but may be a good 
way to engage the Special Committees.  She also asked Karen to investigate if the program is drawing younger 
members.  A few council members noted that this is to be similar to roundtables, and not expected to have a lot 
of preparation required.  Participants can email questions in advance.   
 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) Committee:  
Mr. Long presented the CLE Committee Report for review and discussion.  He highlighted specific points in his 
report. 
 
The Condominium Committee agreed to incorporate the “Ask the Expert” format in their November 6  committee 
meeting. Jason Long agreed to moderate.  Jason Long also asked Tim Bliss that the Leasing Committee consider 
the next session.  There is probably a need to have a permanent chair for this program, if we decide to continue 
it.  It could be a good opportunity for a younger attorney. 
 
The 2020-21 Groundbreaker/Real Estate Outlook is being held remotely on November 17, 2020.  Registration 
forms have been sent out. 
 
The Homeward Bound program will be held remotely on Thursday, January 28 .  Jessica Hallmark mentioned 
that the topic will be similar to last January’s Homeward Bound, “Recent Legislation and Hot Topics on the 
Horizon”.  Recent Legislation will be presented by Tom Kabel, proposed legislation from our lobbyist Tabitha 
Zimny and someone from Karoub will present an update on Executive Orders.   
 
Brian Foley is the Chair for the Winter Conference.  Since the Winter Conference will not be taking place, it was 
suggested that a Homeward Bound program be held remotely some time in March.  Brian mentioned that Anna 
Valk of Kerr Russell has been contacted to present a case law update.  It was also suggested that a presentation 
on the Marketable Record Title Act be included in the program, with possibly Nick Scavone or someone from 
the MRTA Committee to present.  It was mentioned that a Trivia game run by Sporcle is being looked into and 
will probably be a separate event.  
 
It was discussed that speakers have been confirmed for the Real Property Law Academy.  Law firm commitments 
should be finalized by February. Further discussions will take place at upcoming CLE meetings.  It could be held 
remotely remote or in-person.   
 
Summer Conference 2021 will be co-chaired by Brandy Mathie and Cathy Riesterer.  Cathy and Brandy will 
begin meeting to discuss Summer Conference topics.   It was suggested that some of the speaker commitments 
made from Summer Conference 2020 could be used, if still relevant.   
 
Jason Long discussed exploring micro-teaching (5-10 minute recorded segments on specific topics).  It could be 
a means to expand our reach and generate revenue.  The idea will be discussed further at the next CLE meeting.  
Leslee Lewis thought this would work well with membership initiatives.  
 
Legislation Committee: 
 
Tom Kabel presented the Legislative report.  The Committee met virtually on Monday, October 12, 2020 to 
discuss whether any current legislation (newly introduced or prior bills of interest) merits particular discussion 
at the Council meeting.  
 
Gender  Reference  Amendments.  David  Pierson  presented  recommended  revisions  to  some  of  
the recently introduced “gender reference” bills. There were 14 separate bills introduced.  David Pierson’s 
recommendations are basically clean up changes.  The Committee is looking for Council to support the bills 
with David Pierson’s recommended changes.  A Motion was made by Tom Kabel to support the bills, with the 
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modifications recommended by David Pierson.  The Motion was seconded by Cathy LaMont.  The Motion was 
approved with 15 in favor, zero opposed and zero abstentions out of 15 voting members in attendance of a total 
of 17 voting members. 
  
Marketable Title Act.  Tom Kabel noted that the bill to extend the time to record instruments to March 29, 
2024 is on a fast track, probably by the end of the year. 
  
Short-Term Rentals Legislation.  SB 1145 would amend the Zoning Enabling Act to establish that any rental 
of a dwelling, including short-term rentals, is a residential use and is permitted in all residential zones,  
subject to certain conditions.  SB 1144 would create the “Pure Michigan Assessment Act” to create a state-wide 
excise tax of 5% on all room charges for short-term rentals. The Committee takes no position but suggested that 
these bills be sent to the Special Committee on Zoning for their review and comment.  The Legislature is 
interested in passing these into law prior to the end of the calendar year.  Chairperson King asked if the 
legislation deeming it a residential use would conflict with building and use restrictions.  Tom Kabel reported 
that the Committee did not believe so. 
 
Tax Foreclosure Legislation:  Three competing bills were introduced in the House and  Senate  to  provide  the  
actual procedure for a person with an interest in tax foreclosed property to make a claim to the  
proceeds from a subsequent sale.  None appear to be problematic.  Two arguably give the right to sue two years 
after the foreclosure to overturn the foreclosure sale.  The Committee recommended forwarding these bills, 
along with SB 1056, to those current and former members of Council with substantial experience handling tax 
foreclosures for their review and comment.  No indication that these are moving quickly but could be passed by 
year end. 
 
Pending Legislation;  Positions.  Current bills on which the Section previously took action remain in 
committee and have not advanced.  
  
HEBH 6294, 6295, 6296 and 6297.  The Legislature is meeting this week to codify certain executive orders.  
Bills have been introduced regarding remote notarization, and pass a savings clause ratifying remote 
notarization.  Chairperson King worked with two other sections on a savings clause, third party protection 
clause, and possibly expanded, permanent remote notarization.  The bills are basically codifying the EO’s 
through the end of the year.  There has been some pushback on the sunset date. 
 
Tom Kabel noted that given the inability to review the bills, Council may not want to take a position on the 
bills.  Leslee Lewis reported that a bill was passed with a savings clause for meetings held under the Open 
Meetings Act provisions of the executive orders.  
 
Budget and Finance Committee Report: 
 
Dawn Patterson presented the Treasurer's Report for the September Council Meeting.  There are 3 versions of 
the budget.  Version 1 is with Academy and Summer Conference.  Version 2 is without Academy, and with 
Summer Conference.  Version 3 is without both.  There are some variables in each version.  One is a charge of 
$17,000 by the Marriott in Austin.  The other is the expense for Grand Traverse. 
 
There are some costs in each version that are unknown, such as the e-newsletter.  We are also looking for 
increased revenue due to the dues increase. 
 
Greg Gamalski asked what it means if Marriott charges us $17,000.  Two months ago, Marriott said that we are 
responsible for half of the estimated revenue, if we rebook in 2022.   
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Chairperson King noted that all 3 versions reflect no contribution to Access to Justice, and reflect the reduced 
fees for the Editor of the Review. 
 
Chairperson King advised that the officers previously discussed, and were in favor of, Version 1.  Jessica 
Hallmark asked about a worst-case scenario with Grand Traverse if we canceled Summer Conference 2021.  
Karen Schwartz reported that the cost could be over $100,000, but that we have a deposit of only $2,000.  Nick 
Scavone asked if our conclusion is that it won’t be charged.  Most on Council opined that it wouldn’t.  Leslee 
Lewis shared that $100,000 is extremely high, based on her experience with ACREL.   
 
Chairperson King noted that we don’t have much to go on in terms of whether or not we can hold the Summer 
Conference.   
 
Tom Kabel moved to adopt budget Version 1.  Dawn Patterson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
New Business 
                                                                                                                      
Marketable Record Title Act.  Nick Scavone reported that the only development is that the Realtors are 
working on our draft of the legislation.  They are represented by David Pierson.  Cathy LaMont and Nick 
Scavone both advised that they appear to be on the same page with us, except for the exclusion for new 
subdivisions, particularly our arbitrary 1950 date.  Tom Kabel reported another change per David Pierson was 
limiting how and who could preserve the restrictions.  Cathy LaMont reported that the Realtors also do not want 
to codify negative reciprocal easements.    
 
Commercial Leasing Co-Chair.  Matthew Van Dyk announced his resignation.  Discussion was held that there 
is a preference for someone from the west side of the State to replace him. 
 
eNewsletter Guidelines.  Chairperson King Lorri reported that the guidelines require articles to come from 
Section members.  The question was posed about amending the guidelines to allow articles from non-Section 
members, and possibly non-attorneys.  Jason Long and Cathy LaMont were in support of requiring Section 
membership to submit an article.  Greg Gamalski noted that while we don’t have a backlog of articles, we do 
manage to get the eNewsletter published.  Brandy Mathie noted that articles from non-attorneys may better 
serve our younger attorneys.  Ultimately, no changes to the guidelines were made.   
                                                                                             
The next meeting is on Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at noon.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1: 23 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael A. Luberto, Secretary  
 


