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Faculty: 
 
Benjamin J. Aloia is the president and shareholder of Aloia & Associates, P.C., in Mount 
Clemens, Michigan.  Mr. Aloia focuses his practice on real estate litigation and transactions, land 
use and zoning law, business litigation and transactions, and construction law.  His real estate 
practice involves representing municipalities, real estate developers, builders, lenders, receivers, 
landlords, tenants, and individuals in complex real estate transactions and litigation involving 
arms-length sales, leases, development issues, title disputes, boundary disputes, receiverships 
and condemnation.   Mr. Aloia serves as general counsel to Macomb Township, the Macomb 
County Department of Roads, Macomb County Department of Public Works and multiple drain 
districts throughout Macomb County, handling issues relating to land use and zoning matters, 
land sales and acquisitions, easements, licenses, condemnations.  He currently serves as an 
appointee of the Supreme Court Committee on Model Jury Instructions and the Macomb County 
Jury Commission.  Mr. Aloia was recognized by Super Lawyers as a Top 100 attorney in 
Michigan for litigation in 2020, and has been named in Dbusiness Magazine as Top Lawyer for 
Real Estate.    
 
Michelle R. E. Donovan, Clark Hill, advises cannabis companies regarding medical and adult-
use marijuana licensing, regulatory, compliance, business entity formation, and litigation. As one 
of the fastest-growing industries, Michelle’s experience and connections allow her to strategize 
and advise cannabis companies on how to navigate the constantly changing legal landscape that 
surrounds this emerging market. 
Along with national experience, Michelle has an extensive background with Michigan's Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing and Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act and has 
successfully assisted clients with the process of applying for pre-qualification and license 
qualification status. Michelle obtained the first licensed provisioning center in Oakland County. 
Michelle filed the litigation successfully challenging the State of Michigan’s cannabis supply 
regulations and case of first impression on behalf of a medical marijuana patient for access. She 
is frequently in the media for her expertise and knowledge and recently featured on Michigan’s 
Cannabis Industry Association cover for “Women Power and Industry” and feature article. 
 
John D. Gaber is a shareholder of Williams, Williams, Rattner & Plunkett, P.C., in Birmingham, 
Michigan.  Mr. Gaber practices real estate, land use and zoning law, corporate and general business 
law, specializing in commercial real estate acquisitions, dispositions, land use, development, 
construction, financing and leasing.  He represents developers, national retailers, landlords, 
tenants, operators, franchisees and municipalities.  He has represented clients in the development 
and redevelopment of numerous commercial, industrial, residential and mixed use projects.  
Previously, Mr. Gaber was a senior real estate attorney for Kmart Corporation.  Mr. Gaber actively 
participates in the Real Property Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan (RPLS), where he 
serves on the RPLS governing Council and the Continuing Legal Education Committee.  He is 
also a member of the American Bar Association, International Council of Shopping Centers 
(ICSC) and the Oakland County Bar Association.  Mr. Gaber serves on the Rochester Hills 
Planning Commission and the Board of Directors for the Rochester Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, where he chairs its Foundation Board.  He has served on the Rochester DDA, is an 
active member in the Rochester Rotary Club, and was formerly a Rochester Hills City Councilman.  
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Mr. Gaber often lectures to various real estate groups, including the Commercial Board of Realtors, 
ICSC and RPLS.  He graduated summa cum laude from Wayne State University Law School and 
earned his BBA degree with high distinction in finance from the University of Michigan.  Mr. 
Gaber has been recognized by The Best Lawyers in America, being named “Lawyer of the Year” 
for 2021 for Real Estate – Litigation, Dbusiness Magazine’s Top Lawyers, and The Fellows of the 
American Bar Foundation. 
 
Stephen M. Guerra is the managing partner of Makower Abbate Guerra Wegner Vollmer 
PLLC, and focuses his practice primarily in the areas of condominium and subdivision 
association law, corporate governance law, and real estate development and finance. Mr. Guerra 
is the immediate past President and current Member of the Board of Directors for the 
Community Association Institute (CAI) Michigan Chapter, serves on CAI Michigan’s 
Legislative Action Committee, and is a member of National CAI and the Michigan Real Property 
Law Section. Mr. Guerra has authored articles for the CAI Michigan Chapter, Michigan 
Lawyer’s Weekly, and the Michigan Real Property Review, has been a seminar presenter for the 
CAI Michigan Chapter and HOALeader.com, and a roundtable presenter for the State Bar of 
Michigan’s Real Property Section. 
 
Thomas A. Kabel, Butzel Long, is chair of his firm’s corporate and real estate 
departments, and concentrates his practice in the area of commercial real estate, leasing and real 
estate-related finance. He has substantial experience in the negotiation of a wide variety of 
commercial leases and subleases, including retail, office, warehouse, industrial, single tenant, 
and ground leases. He has also been involved in all facets of acquisition, disposition, leasing, 
financing and development of real property throughout his career.  Mr. Kabel has extensive 
experience representing commercial lenders in conventional financing and has also served as 
bank and bond counsel on numerous industrial revenue and other tax-exempt financings. Mr. 
Kabel is Vice-Chair and council member of the State Bar of Michigan Real Property Law 
Section. 
 
Nicholas G. Maloof is President and General Counsel of Associated Environmental Services, 
LLC (AES), an environmental services, land development and real estate consulting firm based 
in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. Mr. Maloof is an active member of the State Bar of Michigan and 
has over twenty-two years of experience as a transactional attorney and over thirty years of 
experience in the field of environmental and real estate consulting. A majority of his work is 
conducted with or on behalf of attorneys, financial institutions, developers, investors, property 
owners and real estate brokers. Mr. Maloof received his Juris Doctor (JD) from Michigan State 
University College of Law, his Master of Science Degree (MS) in Earth Science from Western 
Michigan University and his Bachelor of Science Degree (BS) in Business Administration from 
Aquinas College. He is also a Registered Professional Geologist in the State of Tennessee and a 
licensed Associate Real Estate Broker and Title Insurance Resident Producer in the State of 
Michigan. Over the past 30 plus years, Mr. Maloof has been involved in thousands of real estate 
transactions and land development projects from site selection, due diligence, financing and 
development entitlement standpoint, as well as numerous Workout, Foreclosure and Bankruptcy 
related matters. Mr. Maloof has advocated and been involved in what would become known as 
Brownfield Redevelopment since 1989 when Site Reclamation Fund Grants first became 
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available and has obtained tens of millions of dollars of Tax Increment Financing (TIF), 
Brownfield Tax Credits (SBT/MBT), Grants and Loans, Tax Abatements, Site Assessment 
Funds (SAF), Job Creation Grants and other economic incentives throughout Michigan for 
Brownfield Redevelopment projects. His tenure includes: being a Past President (2007) of the 
Commercial Board of Realtors (CBOR) in Michigan, the statewide commercial board which 
owns the Commercial Property Information Exchange (CPIX); a Member of the International 
Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) East Michigan Alliance Program Steering Committee; 
founding member of the Real Property Law Section (RPLS)-International Council of Shopping 
Centers (ICSC) Annual Continuing Education (Con Ed) Program Committee; has previously sat 
on the Board of Directors for the National Association of Industrial and Office Properties 
(NAIOP) – Detroit Chapter; and a Member of the University of Michigan/Urban Land Institute 
(UM/ULI) Real Estate Forum Steering Committee which had celebrated over 25 years of events. 
Mr. Maloof was the also Chair of the Oakland County Bar Association (OCBA) Energy, 
Sustainability and Environmental Law (ESEL) Committee for 2017-2018 and continues to serve 
as its’ Legislative Liaison. As an active member and frequent speaker for the State Bar of 
Michigan Real Property Law Section, Mr. Maloof is also an approved Continuing Education 
Instructor with the State of Michigan and has presented numerous accredited educational 
programs for the State Bar of Michigan, ICSC, ICLE, Lorman Education and CBOR. He is a 
faculty Member of the State Bar of Michigan (SBM) Real Property Law Academy for 2017-2018 
 
Brandy L. Mathie is Chair of the Real Estate Practice Group for Kerr Russell, one of the oldest 
and most well-respected law firms in Detroit.  Brandy devotes her practice to real estate matters, 
with a particular focus on development, financing, acquisitions, dispositions, leasing, and the 
formation of special-purpose business entities. Brandy has successfully guided clients through 
various transactions involving commercial, residential, mixed-use, and municipal properties, and 
understands both the legal and business challenges that can arise. Brandy is practical and known 
for devising creative solutions to even the most complex issues. She has participated in real 
property transactions across the U.S., some of which have involved public-private partnerships, 
sustainable energy, electric vehicle charging station networks, and other emerging areas of real 
property law. A cum laude graduate of Wayne State University Law School with a Bachelor of 
Arts from the University of Michigan, Brandy is also a Fellow of the American College of 
Mortgage Attorneys, a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, an active member of the 
International Council of Shopping Centers, and a council member for the Real Property Law 
Section of the Michigan Bar.  She’s been identified by her peers for various honors, including as 
a Notable Woman in the Law in 2021 by Crain’s Detroit, Best Lawyer® in Real Estate for 2021, a 
Top Lawyer in Real Estate by dBusiness in 2019, 2020 and 2021, and a Michigan Woman in the 
Law by Lawyer’s Weekly in 2018.   Brandy was an inaugural faculty member of the Real Property 
Law Academy, presenting on Purchase Agreements and is very excited to reprise that role in 2021.   
 
Richard D. Rattner of William, Williams, Rattner and Plunkett, has more than thirty years of 
experience in real estate law, with specialties in zoning, land use development, real estate 
acquisition, sale and loan transactions, , and corporate law.  Mr. Rattner is a member of the 
Oakland County Bar Association, the State Bar of Michigan, the American Bar Association and 
the Fellows of the American Bar Foundation.  He is  a past member of the governing Council of 
the Real Property Law Section (RPLS) of the State Bar of Michigan and an active participant in 
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many of its committees including Zoning and Land Use Planning, former co-chair of the 
Continuing Legal Education Committee, the RPLS Membership Committee, and is a past co-
chairman and current member of the newly formed RPLS Academy committee.  He has also 
served as a volunteer arbitrator for the Attorney Grievance Commission.  Mr. Rattner is an 
adjunct professor at Wayne State University Law School, where he teaches “Developing the 
Commercial Real Estate Project,” and “Real Estate Finance.”  He is a frequent lecturer on a 
variety of real estate related topics at continuing legal education seminars, for real estate brokers 
and other business organizations.  He has been a presenter at events sponsored by the 
International Council of Shopping Centers, the Michigan Association of Planning, Michigan’s 
Institute for Continuing Legal Education and the Real Property Law Section of the State Bar of 
Michigan.  Mr. Rattner’s most recent article is “After Koontz: Practical Considerations, Real 
Implications,” Michigan Real Property Review, Winter 2014.  He is frequently recognized by his 
peers for legal excellence and by ranking organizations.  In 2017, Mr. Rattner was inducted as a 
fellow of the American College of Real Estate Lawyers, an elite, invitation-only national group 
that represents the finest attorneys in the profession. In 2019, Michigan Lawyers Weekly named 
him to its list of "Leaders in the Law."  He is honored to be named a “Leading Lawyer,” and 
included in Best Lawyers®, which named him “Lawyer of the Year” in the Detroit area for 
litigation - land use and zoning in 2012 and 2014, and in 2016 he was named “Lawyer of the 
Year” for land use and zoning law in the newly designated “Troy Metro Area,” which generally 
covers Oakland and Macomb Counties.  In 2017 he was named “Lawyer of the Year” for 
litigation-real estate in the Troy Metro Area.  He is also a member of “Super Lawyers,” and is 
included as one of “dBusiness” Magazine’s Top Lawyers in Metro Detroit.  Mr. Rattner is a past 
chairman of the Alumni Association of the University of Michigan, and a past member of the 
University of Michigan’s Advisory Board for Intercollegiate Athletics. Telephone: (248) 642-
0333,  Email: rdr@wwrplaw.com 
 
Nicholas P. Scavone, Jr., is a member of Bodman PLC and Chair of Bodman’s Real Estate 
Practice Group. He has represented banks and other financial institutions in a wide variety of 
complex, multi-million dollar, secured loans and other financial arrangements involving real 
estate. Mr. Scavone has extensive experience with commercial real estate loan workouts, 
foreclosures, receiverships, deeds in lieu of foreclosure, and sales of REO. In addition to banking 
and finance matters, Mr. Scavone represents clients in wide variety of real estate transactions, 
including purchases and sales, development work and commercial leasing. Mr. Scavone is a 
member of the State Bar of Michigan (Real Property Law and Business Law Sections). He is 
former Chair of the Council of the Real Property Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, a 
member of the Michigan Land Title Standards Committee, and a Fellow of the American 
College of Mortgage Attorneys. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America 2018 under Banking 
and Finance Law and Real Estate Law, Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers for 
Business 2017 under Real Estate, and Michigan Super Lawyers 2017 under Real Estate.  He is 
listed as a 2018 “Top Lawyer” by DBusiness magazine and is AV Preeminent® Peer Review 
Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. 
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