
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 

November 20, 2015, 2:00 PM 

Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook 

1 Woodward Avenue, Suite 2400 

Detroit, MI  48226 

 

Council Members Present: 

Beth A. Wittmann (Chair) 

Gaëtan Gerville-Réache (Chair-elect) 

Stephanie S. Morita (Treasurer) 

 

Anne L. Argiroff 

Judith A. Curtis 

Lauren D. Donofrio 

Christina A. Ginter 

Barbara H. Goldman 

Bradley R. Hall 

Lauren M. London 

Valerie R. Newman 

Jerry F. Posner 

Bridget B. Powers 

Larry J. Saylor  

Joanne G. Swanson 

 

Ex Officio Present: 

 

Phillip J. DeRosier 

Nancy V. Dembinski 

Excused Council Member Absences: 

Conor Dugan 

Graham K. Crabtree 

Richard C. Kraus 

Mark J. Magyar 

Elizabeth L. Sokol (Secretary) 

Ann M. Sherman 

 

Unexcused Council Member Absences: 

 

Others Present: 

I. Welcome and Call to Order:  2:03 pm 

Corrections were made to the website’s Council/Committee information. The Economics of 

Appellate Law committee information will be corrected to show Liisa Speaker and Lauren 

Donofrio as chairs. 

II. Approval of Minutes 

Jerry Posner moved to approve the minutes from June 17, July 21, October 8, and October 12, 

with Barb Goldman’s middle initial corrected to “H”.  Barb Goldman seconded.  The motion was 

approved. 

III. Treasurer’s Report 

Stephanie presented the budget and reported on the existing fund balance.  She noted that 

everything appears to be in order. 
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IV. Committee Reports 

A. Court Liaison/Rules Comment - (Gaëtan/Phil) – no report 

B. Michigan Court Practice - (Beth/Joanne/Larry) – no report 

C. Publications - (Nancy/Liz/Bridget/Howard) – no report 

D. Technology - (Barb) – Barb as administrator for the listserv explained that there 

were several new requests to join the listserv.  Otherwise, there is no report. 

E. Federal Practice - (Jill/Richard) – no report 

F. Legislative Action - (Graham) – see below 

G. Good Deeds - (Joanne) – Joanne Swanson reported that in the past the Council 

has served dinner at a Ronald McDonald house and other venues.  For the sake of 

exploring other options, Joanne also presented a number of other ideas:  Forgotten 

Harvest Farms (urban farming opportunity (tilling, weeding, etc)); Gleaners (pack and 

store items for food pantries); Habitat for Humanity (all- or half-day homebuilding 

participation); and a program called the “Greening of Detroit.”  There was discussion 

about involving the court and court staff in these projects.  Joanne will explore suitable 

dates. 

H. Economics of Appellate Practice - (Judith/Liisa/Lauren) – no report 

I. Annual Meeting - (Gaetan) (September 21-23, 2016, DeVos Place, Grand 

Rapids) – no report. 

J. Bench Bar - (Barb/Liisa) (April 20-22, 2016, The Inn at St. John’s, 

Plymouth) – Barb reported that planning is proceeding.   

K. Ad Hoc Committee on Probate Appeals - (Liisa/Gaetan/Ann Byrne) – no 

report. 

V. New Business 

A. Committees – There was discussion regarding the purpose of the various 

committees and examples of issues or projects those committees are presently handling or 

have handled in the past.   
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B. 2015-2016 Meeting schedule – Beth noted that the April meeting is the Friday 

before Bench Bar Conference.  She will be out of town on the week of the 15th.  The 

May meeting will be held on May 20, 2015, in Petoskey.  The April meeting will be held 

on Friday, April 22, 2015, at the Inn at St. John’s, immediately after the lunch speaker for 

the Michigan Appellate Bench Bar Conference.  It was noted that a court-staff sponsor is 

required for the February meeting in the Hall of Justice, someone who will stay for the 

entire meeting.  Larry Royster has agreed to serve as the Council’s sponsor for that 

meeting on February 26, 2015. 

VI. Unfinished Business 

A. Re: ADM 2013-26 (MCR 7.209) – Phil and Gaëtan reported that the Court 

substantially adopted all of the revisions to MCR 7.209 proposed by the Council. 

B. Update Re: SB 531, 532, 533 – Graham reported by email that Senate Bills 531, 

532, and 533 were taken up by the House Judiciary Committee on November 10, 2015, 

and substitutes for those Bills were reported by the Committee on that date.  The package 

has now been expanded to include recently introduced House Bills 5028, 5029, and 5030.  

Substitutes for those Bills were also reported by the House Judiciary Committee on 

November 10th.  The substantive content of the package has not been changed from what 

we discussed before.  When Beth contacted the committee to inform the members of the 

Council’s concerns, they indicated that they were already discussing the issues regarding 

service and other concerns. 

C. August 18, 2015 listserv vote / October 2, 2015 listserv vote – The Council 

conducted two listerv votes to amend the budget for the annual meeting, which are 

confirmed below:   

August 18, 2015: Beth Wittmann moved for the Council’s approval of $130 for Justice 

Cavanagh’s lifetime achievement award plaque [in excess of $50.00 line item budget for 

awards], and the $250 cost of refreshments for the annual meeting.  Stephanie seconded 

the motion.  At the close of voting on August 19, 2015, there were 21 “yes” votes and 0 

“no” votes. 

October 2, 2015: Beth Wittmann moved for the Council’s approval of up to an additional 

$800 for (1) annual meeting refreshments needed due to the number of pre-registered and 

anticipated walk-in participants, and (2) the possible need to secure a larger meeting 

room and additional AV equipment due to the anticipated increased number of 

participants.  Gaëtan Gerville-Réache seconded the motion.  At the close of voting on 

October 5, 2015, there were 20 “yes” votes and 0 “no” votes.  

D. Court of Appeals - briefing extensions:  The Council discussed the possibility 

that the Court of Appeals’ liberal 56-day briefing deadline-extension policy will be 

eliminated or restricted.  The Court of Appeals is currently deciding cases within 18 
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months of briefing.  The Court aims to decide 95% within 15 months (the current rate is 

73%).  Christina noted that she recently moved for a 56-day extension without giving any 

explanation (consistent with the IOP), but the clerk wanted to know more about why she 

needed the extension.  A proposal was made to invite Chief Judge Talbot to the February 

meeting to discuss the matter.   

VII. Next Meeting/Adjournment 

A telephone conference is scheduled for Friday, December 18, 2015.  Jerry moved to 

adjourn and Larry seconded.  The motion was approved by acclamation.  The meeting adjourned 

at 3:19 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gaëtan Gerville-Réache, Chair-elect  

(Acting on behalf of Elizabeth Sokol, Secretary) 


