
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
May 19, 2017, 2:00 p.m. 
Stafford’s Bay View Inn 
2011 Woodland Avenue 

Petoskey, Michigan 
 
 

Council Members Present:                                            Excused Council Member Absences: 
                                                                                     
Gaëtan Gerville-Réache (Chair)                Christina A. Ginter  
Joanne Geha Swanson (Chair-elect)               Mark Magyar 
Bridget Brown Powers (Secretary)                                 Joe Richotte  
Stephanie Simon Morita (Treasurer)                      

 
             

Anne Argiroff  
Scott Bassett (By phone)                                            Unexcused Council Member Absences:           
Graham K. Crabtree (By phone) 
Judith A. Curtis (By phone)                                        None. 
Phil DeRosier  (By phone) 
Conor B. Dugan (By phone)    Others in Attendance: 
Barbara H. Goldman (By phone)   
Bradley R. Hall (By phone)                                         Liisa Speaker 
Richard C. Krauss                                            
Lauren M. London (By phone)                                    
Jerry F. Posner                                           
Larry J. Saylor  
Ann Sherman  
Chris Smith (By phone) 
 
Ex-Officio Present: 
 
Nancy Vayda Dembinski (By phone) 
Beth A. Wittmann            
 
I.          Welcome and Call to Order  
 

The meeting was called to order at 2:07 p.m. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 
           Stephanie made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2017, meeting.  Ann 
seconded. The motion was approved by acclamation.   
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III. Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Financials.  Stephanie noted an error in the Treasurer’s Report in the amount of $87.00.  
Jerry moved to set a budget amount for Joanne’s attendance at the State Leadership Conference 
on Mackinac Island in the amount of $2,500.00.  Stephanie seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

 
IV. Committee Reports 
 

A. Court Liaison/Rules Comment (Phil/Larry/Joanne):  See discussion below. 
 

B. Michigan Court Practice (Beth/Joanne/Larry):  No report. 
  

C. Publications (Liz/Nancy/Bridget/Lauren L./Howard):  Nancy reported that the 
spring/summer edition of the Journal will be in electronic-only format and that 
Joanne, Howard, and Beth are signed up to submit articles by June 15, 2017. A 
reminder was sent to everyone. 

 
D. Technology (Barb):  No report.   

 
E. Federal Practice (Jill/Richard):  No report.   

 
F. Legislative Action (Graham):  Graham reported that the House and Senate passed 

separate bills for the judiciary budget just shy of $300,000,000.00.  Graham further 
reported that HB 4412 was pending on the House floor regarding improvements to 
the operating procedures of the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  Graham also reported that 
the judge age-restriction-limitation legislation stalled on the House and Senate floors. 

 
G. Good Deeds (Joanne/Christina):  Joanne reported that she is still trying to find 

additional volunteering opportunities.  The Forgotten Harvest’s farm opportunity 
mentioned during our April meeting did not garner much interest.  Joanne will follow 
up with new suggestions via the Council listserv. 

 
H. Economics of Appellate Practice (Brad/Judith/Liisa):  No report.  
 
I. Annual Meeting (Sept. 28-30, 2017, Cobo Center, Detroit) (Joanne): Joanne 

reported that she sent the title to the Annual Meeting program to the State Bar with a 
brief description. 
 

J. Bench Bar (Phil):  Phil reported that nothing new has occurred since our last Council 
meeting.  The next meeting (by teleconference) will be held on June 21, 2017, at 4:00 
p.m.  Phil also reported that the Committee is still looking for more volunteers. 
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K. Ad-Hoc Committee on E-briefing (Scott, et al.):   Scott reported that there was 
nothing new to report.  The next Committee meeting will be on May 31, 2017. 

 
 

V. New Business 
 

A. Proposed Amendment to MCR 7.209, Stay and Bonds:  As a follow up to last 
month’s meeting, Phil reported that the Committee prepared a recommendation 
with changes to the proposed amendments to MCR 7.209(E) regarding stays in 
the trial court, as requested by Anne Boomer of the Michigan Supreme Court to 
clarify the Court’s intent to exempt money judgments in domestic relation cases.  
After review and discussion, Larry moved to adopt the Committee’s 
recommendations with Gaëtan’s four changes.  Jerry seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

B. ADM File No. 2017-06 – Proposed Amendments to Rules 7.300, et seq:                         
Phil reported that the proposed changes are not real substantive; however, the 
Council had discussion on several ambiguities that need clarification. The 
comment period runs until August 1, so Gaëtan will write a proposed letter to the 
Court for the June Council meeting to seek clarification on whether paper filings 
are required, whether signature blocks count toward page limitation, and whether 
thumb drives are required when counsel do not e-file. 
 

C. Proposed Amendments to CC 265, Request for Appointment of Appellate 
Attorney Form:  Brad and Chris commented that the Request for Appointment of 
Appellate Attorney SCAO form creates a lot of problems and recommended 
changes to same. Brad will prepare a proposed letter with recommended changes 
and circulate same via the Council’s listserv. 

   
VI. Unfinished Business 

 
A. ADM File No. 2015-15– Withdrawal of Court-Appointed Appellate Attorney:  

Brad reported that he wrote a letter to Larry S. Royster, Chief Clerk of the Michigan 
Supreme Court, regarding the proposed amendments to MCR 6.425 and provided a 
brief summary of same. 
 

B. Child Welfare Appellate Reform:  Liisa reported that the proposed amendments to 
MCR 3.977 would provide court-appointed appellate counsel with the full transcript 
and record in termination-of-parental-rights cases.  Liisa further reported that the 
Michigan Supreme Court has assigned an ADM number.   
 

C. ADM 2015-24 – Reply Briefs in Dispositive Motions:  Gaëtan reported that the 
Representative Assembly did not adopt our suggestions, but said that our 
recommendations with regard to captions and signature blocks not counting toward 
page-count limitations would not be inconsistent.  The five-page limit was not 
changed by the Assembly, so the Council cannot take an adverse position on that.  
Stephanie moved that the Council make the recommendation that case captions and 
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signature blocks not be counted toward page-limitation counts.  Jerry seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  

 
VII. Next Meeting: 
 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 14, 2017, at 4:30 p.m., at Ciao Amici, 
Brighton, Michigan.  
 
 
VIII. Adjournment: 
 

Joanne moved to adjourn. Ann seconded.  Motion approved by acclamation.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 4:34 p.m. 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Bridget Brown Powers, Secretary 
 


