
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
February 17, 2017, 2:00 p.m. 

Johnson, Rosati, Schultz & Joppich, P.C. 

27555 Executive Drive, Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 

 

 
Council Members Present:    Excused Council Member Absences: 

        
Gaëtan Gerville-Réache (Chair)   Phil DeRosier  
Joanne Geha Swanson (Chair-elect)   Conor B. Dugan 
Bridget Brown Powers (Secretary)   Christina A. Ginter  
Stephanie Simon Morita (Treasurer)   Mark Magyar  

Valerie Newman (resigned) 
  

Anne Argiroff 
Scott Bassett      Unexcused Council Member Absences:  

Graham K. Crabtree 
Judith A. Curtis     None 
Barbara H. Goldman                                                   
Bradley R. Hall 
Richard C. Kraus      
Lauren M. London 
Mark Magyar 
Jerry F. Posner 
Joseph Richotte 
Larry J. Saylor 
Ann Sherman 
 
Ex-Officio Present: 
 
Nancy Vayda Dembinski  
Jill Wheaton  
Beth A. Wittmann   
 
I.          Welcome and Call to Order  
 

The meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 
          Stephanie moved to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2017, meeting, with the date of 
the annual meeting being corrected from “September 29” to “September 28.”  Joanne seconded.  
The motion was approved by acclamation.   
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III.  Special Agenda Item 
 

Gaëtan reported that Valerie Newman voluntarily resigned from the Council. The Bylaws 
call for an automatic resignation after three missed meetings.  Valerie advised that her work 
schedule was not going to lighten up, so she voluntarily resigned to provide someone else the 
opportunity to replace her on the Council. The Council needs to (1) vote on whether to accept 
Valerie’s resignation and (2) vote to appoint someone to fill the balance of Valerie’s term.    
 
          Jerry moved to accept Valerie Newman’s resignation.  Anne Argiroff seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

Council will vote next month for a replacement.  In the interim, Gaëtan will contact 
others who have applied to ascertain whether they are still interested in serving. 
            
IV. Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Financials.  Stephanie reported that we netted about $2,700.00 from the 2016 Economics 
of Appellate Practice Seminar. Stephanie further reported that expense-reimbursement requests 
need to be submitted to Stephanie within a couple of weeks, so she can turn them in to the State 
Bar.  She only has 30 days to submit them.  Stephanie also reported that we are getting close to 
the six-month point on our budget, so she will do a report so we know where we stand.  The 
Annual Meeting will likely cost more this year than last year. The Section’s fund balance is 
$41,369.85.  
 

 
V. Committee Reports 
 

A. Court Liaison/Rules Comment (Phil/Larry/Joanne):  No report. 
 

B. Michigan Court Practice (Beth/Joanne/Larry):  No report. 
 

C. Publications (Liz/Nancy/Bridget/Lauren L./Howard):  Nancy reported that     
the last issue of the Michigan Appellate Practice Journal went out a couple of weeks 
ago. The next deadline is June 15, 2017, for the electronic Spring/Summer edition of 
the Journal.  Joanne, Scott, and Howard are signed up to submit articles. Joe said he 
had a colleague who also expressed interest in writing an article. The Michigan 
Supreme Court Commissioners’ office called Gaëtan about placing a help-wanted ad 
in the Journal, probably a full-page ad.  The questions of whether and how much we 
should charge were discussed.  It was determined that we will need to find out if they 
are serious, and, if so, then Stephanie will determine our cost.  Joanne asked about 
having a blurb put in the next issue to announce the Annual Meeting program.   

 
D. Technology (Barb):  No report. 

 
E. Federal Practice (Jill/Richard):  No report.   
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F. Legislative Action (Graham):  Graham reported that the hot topic is to get rid of the 
state income tax over a 40-year period.  There is also some renewed interest in getting 
rid of the 70-year age limitation for judges.   

 
G. Good Deeds (Joanne/Christina):  Joanne reported that the event at Gleaners did not 

have a great response. There were only about five or six people there.  She was 
hopeful that our next event will have a better response. 

 
H. Economics of Appellate Practice (Brad/Judith/Liisa):  Brad reported that the 2016 

Economics of Appellate Practice Seminar held on November 18, 2016, was 
successful.  There was a positive response. The total revenue generated by the event 
was $6,890.00, and the total cost amount was $4,164.30, netting the Section 
$2,725.70.  Forty-nine people attended the seminar, of which 31 attendees received 
full scholarships thanks to generous sponsors.  (Discussion was had regarding what 
the Section should do with netted monies.) 

 
I. Annual Meeting (Sept. 28-30, 2017, Cobo Center, Detroit) (Joanne): No report. 

 
J. Bench Bar (Phil):  Phil sent an email to the Council on February 16, 2017, to report 

that the planning committee developed a theme for the next Bench Bar Conference:  
Just the Facts: The Role of the Record in the Appellate Process.  The next planning 
committee meeting will be held on June 21, 2017, at 4:00 p.m., by teleconference.  
Barb reported that the committee is looking for more members. 
  

K. Ad-Hoc Committee on E-briefing (Scott, et al.):   Scott reported that he has been in 

touch with Scott Bade of ImageSoft to ask whether there are technical barriers to 

implementing the e-briefing recommendations discussed by the Ad-Hoc Committee.  Mr. 

Bade is having his technical team take a look at it, and Scott is hopeful that he will get a 

response soon.  Scott also sent Mr. Bade a copy of the ABA Council of Appellate Lawyers 

Rules Committee E-Briefs Project for a better description of the improvements considered 

by the Ad-Hoc Committee. Scott is waiting to hear back from Mr. Bade to see what 

changes are technically possible and what may be purely policy decisions made by the 

Court.  

VI. New Business 
 

ADM File No. 2014-24 – Reply Briefs in SD Motions: Discussion was had 
regarding the proposed amendment.  The Rules Committee will review and prepare a 
recommendation for the March 17, 2017, Council meeting. 
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VII. Unfinished Business 
 

A. ADM File No. 2016-32 -- Amendments to MCR 5.801, et al:  Gaëtan reported that 
the Commissioners have not yet voted on whether to take a policy position. Probably 
won’t do so until late February. We will need to submit our policy position before our 
next meeting.  Gaëtan will modify the language of our policy position before sending 
same to the Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
 

B. ADM File No. 2014-25 – Amendments to MCR 7.306 and MCR 7.316:  Same as 
above. 

 
  
VIII. Next Meeting: 
 

The next meeting will be held on Friday, March 17, 2017, at 2:00 p.m., at the Hall of 
Justice, 925 West Ottawa Street, in Lansing.   
 
 
IX. Adjournment: 
 

Jerry moved to adjourn. Stephanie seconded.  Motion approved by acclamation.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 3:31 p.m. 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Bridget Brown Powers, Secretary 
 


