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An invitation to the: 

 
Appellate Practice Section Annual Program 

September 24, 2020 
By Zoom 

 
A Morning Training Program on the 

Michigan Appellate Courts’ E-Briefing Pilot Program 

Business Meeting / Election 

An Afternoon Panel Discussion with Michigan Supreme Court Justices and  
Court of Appeals Judges: Adapting to Remote Justice 

The Appellate Practice Section invites you to its Annual Program and Business Meeting on 
September 24, 2020. This year the program and business meeting will be remote via Zoom. The 
business meeting is limited to Section members, but the morning and afternoon events are open 
to anyone interested in attending. We do ask that if you are not a Section member, you consider 
joining the Section—a minimal fee for great value!  

The program will include a morning training on the Supreme Court’s e-briefing pilot program 
and an afternoon panel with Michigan Supreme Court Justices and Court of Appeals Judges and 
Staff, including Chief Justice Bridget McCormack, Justice Elizabeth Clement, Justice Richard 
Bernstein, Justice Megan Cavanagh, Chief Judge Christopher Murray, Judge Jane Beckering, 
Judge Brock Swartzle, and Chief Clerk Jerome Zimmer. 

Descriptions of the program and meeting are provided below in the Agenda. Zoom links are 
listed below each event. After registering for each program or for the meeting if you are a 
Section member, you will receive your own personal link.  

 

Special thanks to the State Appellate Defender Office and 
Marilena David-Martin for the expert assistance in 
preparing for this program. 

 
  



 

 

APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 

  S T A T E  B A R  O F  M I C H I G A N  
p (517) 346-6300 
p (800) 968-1442 
f (517) 482-6248 

306 Townsend Street 
Michael Franck Building 
Lansing, MI 48933-2012 

www.michbar.org 

 
 

AGENDA 
Appellate Practice Section 

Annual Program, Election, and Business Meeting 

September 24, 2020 

I. Training Program: Michigan Appellate Courts’ E-Briefing Pilot Program 
(Section Members and Non-Section Attendees) 

Zoom Training/Panel Registration: Click here, or type this in your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Cd4wnyftRAiVgONU8D12aQ  

9:45 a.m. – Introduction 
Welcome and introduction to the program and our instructors. 

10:00 a.m. – Typography 
Typography is the art of setting words on a page. Most of us use Microsoft Word’s default 
typography settings, but those settings don’t create the most professional-looking or readable 
documents. Learn how the characters you type, the fonts you use, and the spacing you choose 
all contribute to a more professional and credible written presentation. While we’ll discuss 
typography most in the context of briefs, these skills translate to all professional documents. 

10:45 a.m. – Introduction to the Pilot Program 
In collaboration with a subcommittee of the Appellate Practice Section Council, our appellate 
courts have launched a pilot program to test a new briefing format. The goal is simple: make 
briefs easier to read. Studies tell us that our traditional briefing format, with double-spaced 
text and one-inch margins, is more difficult and fatiguing to read than it could be. Yet, at the 
appellate stage, writing is (nearly) everything, so making your brief easier to read leaves the 
readers with more energy to focus on your arguments. This segment of our program will 
introduce you to the pilot program and briefs filed under it. 

11:00 a.m. – How to Use the APS Templates 
Old dogs, new tricks. Yes, it can be done. Our Section has prepared templates that will make 
it easy and quick for you to file briefs that comply with the new pilot program. Time is, after 
all, money. Jason Killips will walk you through the templates so that you understand how to 
use them, from the first outline to the final bookmarked PDF. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Cd4wnyftRAiVgONU8D12aQ
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11:30 a.m. – How to Create a Digital Appendix 
The Court of Appeals now requires you to file an appendix. Queue the groans, right? This 
isn’t the chore it once was. And we can prove it. Join Joe Richotte, who will show you with a 
live demonstration how to quickly pull together a bookmarked digital appendix. 

12:00 p.m. – Working Lunch Hour 
Did you find yourself asking, “Wait, how did you do that, again?” during one of our 
presentations? Get ready for a working lunch hour where our presenters will be on hand to 
answer your questions. 

II. Annual Business Meeting and Election (Section Members Only) 

Zoom Meeting/Election Registration: Click here, or type this in your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvdO2ppjIiH9xL9qlWSCjSDxZ9PpCwQBd6 
(Note: registration for the Meeting is separate from Training and Panel registration.) 

1:00 p.m. – Election and Business Meeting 
The Nominating Committee will present a slate of Officers for the 2020–2021 term, as 
well as incumbent and aspiring candidates for several open seats on the Council. 
Nominations may also be made from the floor. A virtual election will be held using the 
Zoom anonymous polling feature. 

III. Panel Discussion (Section Members and Non-Section Attendees) 

Zoom Training/Panel Registration: Click here, or type this in your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Cd4wnyftRAiVgONU8D12aQ  

3:00 p.m. – Judicial Jamboree – A Discussion About Remote Justice 
Join us for a panel discussion with members of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
Chief Justice Bridget McCormack and Justices Elizabeth Clement, Richard Bernstein, and 
Megan Cavanagh will join us from the Supreme Court, and Chief Judge Christopher Murray, 
Judges Jane Beckering and Brock Swartzle, and Chief Clerk Jerome Zimmer will join us 
from the Court of Appeals.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvdO2ppjIiH9xL9qlWSCjSDxZ9PpCwQBd6
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Cd4wnyftRAiVgONU8D12aQ

