
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS 
OF THE 

PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION 
OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
September 6, 2014 
Lansing, Michigan 

Agenda 
 
I. Call to Order.  The annual meeting of the Probate and Estate Planning Section 
was called to order at 9:35 a.m. All in attendance were asked to sign an attendance 
sheet.   

 
II. Approval of Minutes of September 21, 2013, Annual Meeting of the Section. 
Motion to approve the minutes of the last year's annual meeting of the section was 
made by George Gregory and seconded by Rhonda Clark.  Unanimous vote was cast.  
No votes opposed.  No abstentions. These minutes can be found online at 
http://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/MICHBAR/36b40f18-75e7-4b75-a650-
4e26fe2c65ac/UploadedImages/pdfs/minutes/min_sept13AM.pdf] 

 
III.  Chairperson’s Report – Thomas F. Sweeney 
Mr. Sweeney expressed thanks to many individuals, including 

 George Gregory for inviting Mr. Sweeney to attend Probate Council 
meetings 13 years ago. 

 The many people who attend Council meetings but are not council 
members; these individuals bring experience, perspective, backgrounds, 
and give many insights. Council greatly appreciates all your efforts. 

 Thanks to Judge Murkowski, David Kerr and Bob Taylor, for all their 
efforts and years of service to the Probate Council. A presentation plaque 
was presented to each.  

 Thanks to the 18 members of Council; this is a tremendous group of 
experienced, dedicated, and committed individuals who have 
accomplished so much in this past year. 

 Thanks to the officers who have served with Mr. Sweeney; thank you for  
your service and leadership.  
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IV. Treasurer Report – Marlaine C. Teahan 
Ms. Teahan summarized the written report indicating that we are ahead of our budget 
on receipts and under budget on disbursements with two months left still to report on.  
The last two months reports are still expected from the State Bar and an update will be 
provided once they are received.  She requested bills and mileage reimbursement 
forms to be sent to her by mail, email or in person by midnight on Friday Sept. 26, 2014 
so that complete reports can be sent to the State Bar by fiscal year end. Treasurer's 
Report can be found online at:  
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/MICHBAR/36b40f18-75e7-4b75-a650-
4e26fe2c65ac/UploadedImages/pdfs/minutes/min_sept14.pdf  
 
V.  Elections of Council Members and Officers  

Nominating Committee Report can be found online at pages 27-28, 
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/MICHBAR/36b40f18-75e7-4b75-a650-
4e26fe2c65ac/UploadedImages/pdfs/agenda9-6-14.pdf 

June 7, 2014, Council meeting minutes with the votes recited below can be 
found online at https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/MICHBAR/36b40f18-
75e7-4b75-a650-4e26fe2c65ac/UploadedImages/pdfs/minutes/min_june14.pdf 

 
 Nominations for officer positions was read and a vote was called.   

Unanimous vote was cast.  No votes opposed.  No abstentions. 
 Nominations for the Council member positions were read and a vote was 

called.  Unanimous vote was cast.  No votes opposed.  No abstentions. 
 

VI.  Other Business  
• Proposed Bylaw Amendments   

Unanimous vote was cast.  No votes opposed.  No abstentions. 
 The new Bylaws can be found at 

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/MICHBAR/36b40f18-75e7-
4b75-a650-4e26fe2c65ac/UploadedImages/pdfs/bylaws.pdf 

 
• Vote to approve the Council recommendation that beginning with the 

Winter 2014 edition, the Probate and Estate Planning Journal will only be 
in electronic form.  As stated in the April 2014 Council Minutes:   

 
 "Mr. Sweeney discussed the process we use to produce the Probate & 

Estate Planning Journal with Nancy Little and Jeanne Murphy to quantify the 
likely cost savings of changing to an electronic only Journal.  At present, we 
utilize 3 steps: our State Bar and Section Journals Committee collects and 
edits the articles; ICLE sets up the format; and E.P. Horak Company prints 
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the Journal and sends out the paper version, which currently costs about 
$5,000 per issue for the printing and mailing of the paper copies to only 
about 17% of our membership; the State Bar handles the electronic 
distribution.  If we go to an all-electronic version, the first two steps would not 
change, but the step handled by E.P. Horak Company would be eliminated. 
At that point, the only way to obtain access to the Journal would be "on line". 
Announcements would be primarily electronic, which we now doing for the 
most part anyway.  The State Bar Journal will still be printed on paper (for 
now).  Saving the mailing & printing expense would allow us to support a 
broader range of programs for our members.” 
Unanimous vote was cast.  No votes opposed.  No abstentions. 

 
 

VII. Adjournment of Annual Meeting of Section Membership at 9:50 a.m. 


