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Section Liaisons:

Liaison Organization

Hon. Milton L. Mack, Jr. Alternate Dispute Resolution Section

John R. Dresser Business Law Section

Amy R. Tripp Elder Law & Disability Rights Section

Patricia M. Ouellette Family Law Section

Jeanne Murphy ICLE

William J. Ard Law Schools

Hon. David M. Murkowski | Michigan Probate Judges Association

Hon. Michael L. Jaconette | Michigan Probate Judges Association

Rebecca A. Schnelz Probate Registers

Constance L. Brigman SCAO

Michele C. Marquardt SCAO

Rebecca A. Schnelz SCAO

Rebecca A. Schnelz Solutions on Self-Help Task Force
Richard J. Siriani State Bar Board of Commissioners
George W. Gregory Taxation Section

Section Committees: A list of Section Committees, their mission statements and members is
attached.

Council Meeting Schedule:

Meeting Type Date Location

Section Council Meeting | October 24, 2014 Weber’s Inn, Ann Arbor
Section Council Meeting | November 15, 2014 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | December 13, 2014 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | January 17, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | February 14, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | March 14, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | April 11, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | June 13, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Council Meeting | September 12, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
Section Annual Meeting | September 12, 2015 MSU University Club, Lansing
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Budget Item Actual Budget
2014-2015 2014-2015
Revenue:
Membership Dues $  115465.00 $  115,000.00
Publishing Agreement $ 650.00 $ 650.00
Total Revenue $ 116,115.00 $ 115,650.00
Disbursements:
Section Journal $ 7,900.00 $ 12,225.00
Chairperson’s Dinner/plaques | $ 7,067.51 $ 7,000.00
Travel $ 9,138.35 $ 18,500.00
Lobbying $ 17,500.00 $ 30,000.00
Meetings $ 6,552.88 $ 15,000.00
Long Range Planning $ 0.00 $ 1,000.00
Support for Annual Institute $ 14,000.00 $ 14,000.00
Amicus Briefs $ 0.00 $ 10,000.00
Seminars $ 4,000.00 $ 4,000.00
Solo and Small Firm Institute
scholarships for Section
members $ 0.00 $ 1,000.00
Solo and Small Firm Institute
general support $ 0.00 $ 1,500.00
Electronic Communications $ 668.96 $ 2,825.00
Other $ 138.78 $ 1,100.00
Membership Activities $ 586.16 $ 4,000.00
$ 67,552.64 $ 122,150.00
Net Increase (Decrease) $ 48,562.36 $ (6,500.00)
Beginning of FY 2014-15 | FY to Date
General Fund Balance $ 186,741.33 $  235,303.69
Amicus Fund (reserve) $ 35,423.50 $ 35,423.50
Total Fund $ 222,164.83 $ 270,727.19
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Events and/or Seminars:

The Section has a strong partnership with ICLE and co-sponsors a significant number of seminars
on a variety of estate planning and administration topics each year. The Section continues to co-
sponsot the Probate Certificate Program with ICLE in an effort to assist practitioners in developing
proficiency in probate and estate planning practice. The Section does not offer any seminars
independent of ICLE. Seminars are offered live and via webcast. The Section has enhanced its
outreach to Section members through Section social/networking events developed by its newly
formed Membership Committee.

Event or Seminar Title Date Location

Natalie Choate: Estate & November 18, 2014 Plymouth, MI

Distribution Planning for

Retirement Benefits

Digital Assets: What Now? November 18, 2014 Plymouth, MI

Estate Planning for Same-Sex December 18, 2014 Plymouth, MI

Marriages

Drafting Estate Planning January 22, 2105 Grand Rapids, MI

Documents, 24" Annual February 12, 2015 Plymouth, MI

Fundamentals of Estate February 26, 2015 Plymouth, MI

Administration

Undue Influence: Probate April 20, 2015 webcast

Litigation Perspective

Estate Planning for Retirement | April 30, 2015 Detroit, MI

Assets

Estate Planning for Intellectual | April 30, 2015 webcast

Property Assets

Experts in Estate Planning: The | May 6, 2015 Acme, MI

Role of the Attorney

Throughout the Lifecycle of a

Trust

55" Annual Probate & Estate May 7-9, 2015 Acme, MI

Planning Institute

Speakers’ Dinner for 55® May 8, 2015 Black Star Farms

Annual Probate & Estate

Planning Institute

Membership Social Event May 8, 2015 Smith, Haughey, Rice & Roegge
Traverse City, MI

55" Annual Probate & Estate | June 19-20, 2015 Plymouth, MI

Planning Institute

Probate & Estate Planning ongoing Various

Certificate Program

Drafting an Estate Plan foran | June 24, 2015 Plymouth, MI

Estate Under $5M
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Legislative issues:
Legislative efforts are a priority of the Section. The Section is both proactive and responsive to
legislative efforts and employs Public Affairs Associates, of Lansing, as its lobbyist.

The Section submitted public policy positions concerning the following legislation and/ot
Court Rules:

The Section opposed SB 465 (S-1) Draft 2 and SB 466 (S-1) Draft 1, as well as the proposed
companion amendment to the “Security Freeze Act,” in part because the proposed legislation has
not been sufficiently reviewed and analyzed to ensure that the core concepts expressed by these Bills
will actually result without causing unintended and undesirable changes to current Michigan guardian
and conservator laws.

The Section supported with amendments HB 5366 — HB 5370, SB 0293 concerning fiduciary
access to digital assets. While the Section supported these bills in concept, we believe that fiduciary
access to digital assets is best accomplished in a standalone bill, rather than in various Michigan
statutes. The Section drafted a proposed "Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act” which is based
upon the Uniform Law Commission's act of the same name.

The Section opposed changes to MCR 7.2150© proposed in ADM 2014-09 concerning the
treatment of unpublished opinions.

The Council’s proposed changes to Michigan Court Rules contained in ADM 2013-29, supported
during the previous Council term were adopted by the Supreme Court.

Furthermore, the Section sought to influence and support the following legislation:

The Council drafted and proposed to the Michigan Legislature amendments to MCL 211.27a
concerning relief from property tax uncapping in common estate planning transactions.

The Council drafted and proposed to the Michigan Legislature a Qualified Dispositions in Trust Act
(otherwise known as domestic asset protection trusts) which would allow an individual grantor to

protect certain dispositions in trust from particular creditor attachment.

The Council continues to support a stand-alone Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets Act which was
drafted and approved by Council in the prior fiscal year.

The Council continues to support legislation that would restructure appeals from Probate Coutrt.

The Section has an interest in and has been or continues to be engaging in discussion on
the following:

Legislation that, under certain circumstances, would provide exculpation of trustees of life insurance
trusts from liability related to the administration of life insurance policies held in the trust, which
would be a proposed amendment to MCL 700.1513

Legislation to address issues of succession in matters involving artificial reproductive technology

The concept of pre-death probate of wills and trusts
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Modernizing the definition of tenants by the entirety property in Michigan and extending such
protection to trusts

The concept of community property trusts

Other Activities /Information:

e Sebastian V. Grassi, a former Council Member and prolific author, was awarded the
Section’s prestigious Michael W. Irish Award for his many contributions to the Section and
to his community. Past recipients of the Michael W. Irish award are now posted on the
Section’s website.

e Amendments to the Section Bylaws were adopted at the Section Annual Meeting September
6, 2014 and were subsequently approved by the Board of Commissioners. The new Bylaws
update the Section’s mission statement, the terms for Section Council Officers consistent
with the fiscal year, the criteria for Section membership, and the procedure for future
Amendment of the Bylaws, among other changes.

® The Section’s Citizens’ Outreach Committee updated several of the Section’s pamphlets and
is working on a substantial revision to pamphlet content as it explotes a web-based
informational tool for the public on probate and estate planning matters.

e The Section voted to provide one-time support to the Solo and Small Firm Institute which
will be held in October 2015

e The Section’s Court Rules and Forms Committee continues to review and draft proposed
improvements to SCAO forms.

e The Section continues to produce a Journal tri-annually with articles of interest to Section
members. The Section transitioned to a solely electronic version of the Journal in December.

e The Section continues to review the Estates and Protected Individuals Code for possible
amendments.

e The Section’s newly established Membership Committee implemented several initiatives to
build relationships with current Members and attract new Members. The Membership
Committee held a networking event in Traverse City in May for new attorneys, new
Members to the Section, non-Members and those desiring greater involvement in the
Section. The Section also held a vendor booth at the annual Probate & Estate Planning
Institute in May to disseminate Section information and anticipates having a booth at the
SBM Annual meeting in the Fall.

e The Section established a “Join a Committee” link on Section webpage to encourage
involvement of Section Members in Section legislative and leadership activities

¢ The Section sent its Chair Elect and Vice Chair to State Bar Leadership Forum in June 2014.
It will send its Chair Elect and Vice Chair to the Forum in June 2015.






