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M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Council of the Probate and Estate Planning Section of the State Bar of Michigan 
Legislation Development & Drafting Committee 

From: James P. Spica 

Re: Undisclosed Trusts Proposal 

Date: April 9, 2018 

 
 

I. Undisclosed Trusts 
 
 The premise of this proposal is that Michigan law already countenances undisclosed 
trusts (which are sometimes confusingly referred to as “secret trusts” in the United States)1 as a 
special case of the “purpose trusts”2 currently permitted by Estates and Protected Individuals 
Code (EPIC) section 2722.3 That is because anyone who wishes to support the pursuit of a 
certain noncharitable endeavor without directly motivating the endeavor for certain potential 
adherents can articulate a purpose within the contemplation of EPIC section 2722(1) to which 
the concealment of means is integral. 
 Suppose, for example, that I am a highly distinguished concert violinist of a family that 
includes (a) a long line of highly distinguished concert violinists who have all espoused the use 
of a particular style of bow (A Line) and (b) a great many inveterate music-haters (B Class) 
whose parents, prospecting for genetically transmitted talent, subjected their unpromising 
offspring to arduous and thoroughly unprofitable courses of musical instruction. I would very 
much like to see the cult of the relevant bow flourish and the A Line continue, but I am very 
much loath to augment the B Class. So, I create a trust to support the future musical education of 
young and as yet unborn violinists who eventually display talent and in whom the cult of the 
relevant bow can be inculcated (through the trustees’ exertions), but to protect those innocent of 
talent within my own family from stray parental enthusiasm, I enjoin the trustees to pursue the 
trust’s purpose “for as long as possible (and to the greatest extent permitted by law)” without 
disclosing the existence of the trust, the source or extent of the trust fund, the trust’s purpose, or 
the considerations that inform the trustees’ dispositive discretions. 
 The bow-cult concert violinist is just one interpretation of the relevant model, viz., the 
settlor who wants to support a noncharitable endeavor she regards as a “calling” without 
stimulating disingenuous or misguided attempts to heed “the call.” One can easily imagine 
analogous stories involving draft-horse farming, heritage livestock breeding, artisan 

 1 Technically the term ‘secret trust’ refers to a testamentary trust that is not disclosed (or the terms of which 
are not specified) in the will that transfers the res to the trustee. See, e.g., J. E. PENNER, THE LAW OF TRUSTS ¶ 6.48 
(8th ed. 2012); SIMON GARDNER, AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LAW OF TRUSTS 93-94 (3d ed. 2011); HAROLD 
GREVILLE HANBURY & RONALD HARLING MAUDSLEY, MODERN EQUITY 147-55 (Jill E. Martin ed., 13th ed. 1989). 
 2 Adopting this terminology from, e.g., PENNER, supra note 1, ¶¶ 9.1-9.30; Paul Matthews, The New Trust: 
Obligations without Rights?, in TRENDS IN CONTEMPORARY TRUST LAW 1, passim (A. J. Oakley ed., 1996). Purpose 
trusts are also sometimes called “trusts of imperfect obligation.” See PENNER, supra note 1, ¶ 9.18. 
 3 MICH. COMP. LAWS § 700.2722(1). 
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passementerie manufacture, etc. In each case, (it is submitted) the resultant trust is one that can 
be performed by the trustee for up to twenty-one years under EPIC section 2722(1)4 (up to 
twenty-five years under the Committee’s proposal to substitute UTC sections 408 and 4095 for 
section 2722). So, for the limited period permitted by section 2722 (or by Michigan Trust Code 
sections 7409 if the Committee’s prior proposal, which has been approved by Council, becomes 
law), Michigan law permits undisclosed trusts6 when concealment of means is an integral part of 
the settlor’s pet project provided the settlor does not designate any “definite or definitely 
ascertainable beneficiary.”7 
 But, of course, a trust of the kind we have imagined can be drafted such that a particular 
person can become entitled to a trust distribution or distributions. It may be, for example, that the 
trustee (in our hypothetical above) is instructed by the terms of the trust to engineer an 
anonymous, bow-style-referential gift to any devotee of the relevant bow who becomes a finalist 
in a certain international violin competition. In that case, if such a devotee becomes such a 
finalist during the trust’s continuance, she will have an equitable “right”8 in the trust property of 
which she is permitted by section 2722 to remain ignorant.9 If the trustee arranges the payment, 
the beneficiary’s ignorance does no harm, but if the trustee is derelict or obdurate, the 
beneficiary cannot defend her interest for want of information.10  
 This latter point emphasizes that section 2722 permits trusts whose terms cannot be 
enforced (for lack of notice) by people who would otherwise be, in certain circumstances at least, 
indistinguishable from ordinary trust beneficiaries. Yet that is the salient objection to 
nondisclosure of noncharitable trusts: “‘If the beneficiaries have no rights enforceable against the 
trustees, there are no trusts’ . . . [and] the beneficiaries cannot enforce [their] right[s] without 
information.”11 But why should a jurisdiction that allows a settlor to thwart these precepts (if 
only temporarily) for the benefit of a purpose prevent her from thwarting them (for the same 
duration) for the benefit—as she sees it—of particular persons? Shall we say the policy of our 
law is laissez faire (in the relevant interval) provided the settlor means to confer benefits only on 
persons whose identities are indifferent to her; but that when she aims to confer benefits on 
particular persons, our respect for her intent is so great that we feel constrained (even in that 
narrow interval) to ignore what she thinks best for the persons in question? 
 It is true that the purpose trust is an anomaly.12 But at the level of policy, sanctioned 
anomalies are not self-limiting: if we are prepared to permit something anomalous by way of a 
purpose trust, it makes sense for us to ask whether we really have a rationale for limiting that 
permission to cases in which, from the settlor’s point of view, the persons benefited have only 
instrumental value (pun intended!) and are not ends in themselves. The proposal below eschews 
the need for such a rationale: it treats concealment of means itself as a permissible noncharitable 
trust purpose within the period permitted for the continuance of a purpose trust and it allows the 

 4 See id. 
 5 See UNIF. TRUST CODE §§ 408-409, 7C U.L.A. 490-94 (2006). 
 6 See MICH. COMP. LAWS § 700.2722(3)(e). 
 7 Id. § 700.2722(1) (UNIF. TRUST CODE § 409(1)). 
 8 EPIC section 2722 purports to make purpose trusts “enforceable” regardless of whether the terms of the 
“trust” designate someone to enforce it. See id. § 700.2722(3)(d) (UNIF. TRUST CODE § 409(2)). 
 9 See supra note 6. 
 10 In that case, it would fall to a person described in id. § 700.2722(3)(d) (UNIF. TRUST CODE § 409(2)), if 
there is one, to protect the beneficiary’s interest. 
 11 PENNER, supra note 1, ¶¶ 10.60 (quoting Armitage v. Nurse, [1998] Ch. 241 at 253 (Eng.)). 
 12 See id. at ¶ 9.30. See generally Matthews, supra note 2. 

materials     page 183



settlor to confer, within that period, what she conceives as the benefit of concealment on definite 
or definitely ascertainable beneficiaries. 
 
 
A bill to amend 1998 PA 386, entitled “estates and protected individuals code,” by adding new 
section 7409a.13 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 
 
700. 7409a Undisclosed trust 
 

Sec. 7409a. (1) If the terms of a trust created for a noncharitable purpose are embodied in a 
trust instrument that clearly express the settlor’s intent that 1 or more items of prime disclosure 
information should be withheld, generally or in specified circumstances, from 1 or more of the 
trust beneficiaries:  

(a) During the nondisclosure period: 
(i) To the extent necessary to effectuate the settlor’s expressed intent, the trustee does 

not have the duty under section 7814(2)(a) to (c) to provide beneficiaries with the terms 
of the trust and information about the trust's property and to notify qualified trust 
beneficiaries of the existence of the trust and the identity of the trustee. 

(ii) The trustee may administer the trust in accordance with the settlor’s expressed 
intent regarding nondisclosure of primary disclosure information to the extent made 
practicable by the terms of the trust given the circumstances of the beneficiaries and any 
reporting obligations imposed on the trustee by law other than this [estates and protected 
individuals] code. 

(iii) If the trust instrument grants a nondisclosure correlative right, the trustee has a 
duty to administer the trust in accordance with the settlor’s expressed intent regarding 
nondisclosure of primary disclosure information, but only to the extent made practicable 
by the terms of the trust given the circumstances of the beneficiaries and any reporting 
obligations imposed on the trustee by law other than this [estates and protected 
individuals] code. 

(iv) Any purported appointment or distribution of assets of the instant trust to another 
undisclosed trust is ineffective to the extent it could cause the appointed or distributed 
assets to be administered continuously under the authority of this section for a period 
ending after the date on which the instant trust’s maximum nondisclosure period ends. 
(b) In no case shall either the trustee nor any nondisclosure correlative right holder be 

liable to any trust beneficiary on account of the trustee’s failure to follow the terms of the 
trust enjoining nondisclosure of prime disclosure information during the trust’s nondisclosure 
period. The trustee’s duty (if any) to follow the terms of the trust enjoining nondisclosure of 
prime disclosure information during the trust’s nondisclosure period is owed solely to the 
holders (if any) of nondisclosure correlative rights, and the sole remedy of a nondisclosure 
correlative right holder for the trustee’s breach of that duty is removal. 
(2) If the trust instrument grants either a nondisclosure correlative right or a protection 

power:  

 13 The proposal would be supported by amendments providing cross references to the new section in MICH. 
COMP. LAWS §§ 700. 7105(2), .7110(2). 
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(a) Upon the reasonable request of a nondisclosure correlative right holder or protection 
power holder at any time during the trust’s nondisclosure period, the trustee shall promptly 
furnish to the right or power holder a copy of the terms of the trust that describe or affect the 
holder’s right or power. 

(b) Within 63 days after accepting trusteeship of an undisclosed trust, the trustee shall 
notify all nondisclosure correlative right holders and protection power holders of the 
acceptance, of the court in which the trust is registered, if it is registered, and of the trustee's 
name, address, and telephone number. 

(c) Within 63 days after the date the trustee acquires knowledge of the creation of an 
undisclosed trust of which the trustee is trustee or the date the trustee acquires knowledge 
that a formerly revocable trust of which the trustee is trustee has, by becoming irrevocable, 
whether by the death of the settlor or otherwise, become an undisclosed trust, the trustee shall 
notify all nondisclosure correlative right holders and protection power holders of the trust's 
existence, of the identity of the settlor or settlors, of the court in which the trust is registered, 
if it is registered, and of the right to request a copy of the terms of the trust that describe or 
affect the right or power holders’ rights or powers. 
(3) On the date on which the nondisclosure period ends, the trust ceases to be an undisclosed 

trust within the meaning of this section and to the extent terms of the trust are inconsistent with 
the duty under section 7814(2)(a) to (c) to provide beneficiaries with the terms of the trust and 
information about the trust's property and to notify qualified trust beneficiaries of the existence 
of the trust and the identity of the trustee, those terms cease to be effective. 

(4) To the extent the trustee has not already provided notice of the trust required under 
section 7814(2) by the end of the trust’s nondisclosure period, the trustee is deemed for that 
purpose to have accepted the trust and to have acquired knowledge of the trust’s creation on the 
date on which the nondisclosure period ends, and the identities of the qualified trust beneficiaries 
are determined for that purpose as of the time immediately preceding the end of the 
nondisclosure period. 

(5) As used in this section: 
(a) “Maximum nondisclosure period” means a period of 25 years14 from the later of the 

first date on which property becomes subject to the terms of the trust or the date on which the 
trust ceases to be revocable by the settlor.15 

(b) “Nondisclosure period” means the shorter of the trust’s maximum nondisclosure 
period or the period from the beginning of the maximum nondisclosure period to the trust’s 
termination. 

(c) “Nondisclosure correlative right” means a right granted by the terms of a trust that 
allows the right holder to remove a trustee of the trust for the trustee’s failure during the 
trust’s nondisclosure period to follow, to the extent practicable, the terms of the trust 
enjoining nondisclosure of prime disclosure information. 

(d) “Prime disclosure information” concerning a trust means the fact of the trust’s 
existence, the identity of the trustee, the terms of the trust, or the nature or extent of the trust 
property. 

 14 See supra notes 4-5 and accompanying text. 
 15 This is to analogize the period during which the vesting of future interests in the assets of a trust can be 
postponed by the exercise of a power of appointment: that period begins when the trust in question can no longer be 
revoked by the settlor, not when the trust instrument begins to govern a res. See MICH. COMP. LAWS § 556.125. See 
generally JOHN C. GRAY, THE RULE AGAINST PERPETUITIES § 524.1 (4th ed. 1942); RONALD H. MAUDSLEY, THE 
MODERN LAW OF PERPETUITIES 38 (1979). 
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(e) “Protection power” means a power granted by the terms of a trust that allows the 
power holder to direct the trustee of the trust for the benefit of the trust beneficiaries during 
the trust’s nondisclosure period. A protection power may authorize the power holder to 
represent the trust beneficiaries in the sense described in section 7301(1). 

(f) “Undisclosed trust” means a trust administered pursuant to this section during the 
nondisclosure period. 

 
 
JPS 
DETROIT 40411-1 1410499v6 
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION 

OF  
THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

 
April 21, 2018 

Lansing, Michigan 
 
      Agenda   

10:15-12:00 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Introduction of Guests  

3. Excused Absences 

4. Geoffrey R. Vernon Tribute 

5. Election of Council Member 

Relevant Section Bylaws:  

SECTION 3.6 VACANCY. The Council may appoint any lawyer member of the Section 
who is an active member of the State Bar of Michigan as an officer or Council member to 
act until the next election in the event of death, disability, removal or resignation of any 
officer or Council member, or on a temporary basis. 

6. Minutes of March 24, 2018 Meeting of the Council  

Attachment 1 

7. Chair's Report – Marlaine C. Teahan  

Attachment 2 

8. Treasurer’s Report – David Skidmore 
 
Attachment 3 

9. Committee Reports 
 

A. Committee on Special Projects  

MTC Notice Fix.  Public Policy Position to vote on following definition to be added to 
EPIC Omnibus Bill: 

7103(c) “Charitable trust” means a trust, or portion of a trust, created for a charitable 
purpose described in section 7405(1) if that charitable purpose is a material purpose of 
the trust. 
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B. Legislative Development and Drafting Committee – Katie Lynwood  
 

Report on HB 4410 (Jajuga Fix Legislation), Testimony April 17, 2018 at the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 

C. ART Update – Nancy Welber 
 

Vote needed to give Committee Chair the authority to make non-substantive 
changes to legislative proposal. 

 
D. Tax Committee – Mark DeLuca 

 Tax Nugget, Attachment 4 
 

E. Electronic Communications Committee – Mike Lichterman  

Oral report of Committee regarding SBM Connect. 
 
F. Guardianship, Conservatorship, and End of Life Committee –  

Rhonda Clark  
 
Oral report on various legislative issues. 

 
G. Membership Committee – Nick Reister  

 
Oral report on committee initiatives and update for May/June Probate Institutes. 

 
H. Amicus Committee – David Skidmore 

 
Update on various cases on which we have filed amicus curiae briefs. 
 

10. Liaison Reports 

A. ADR Section – John A. Hohman 
 

B. Taxation Section – George W. Gregory 
 

Attachment 5 

 
11. Written Reports Without Oral Presentation 

 Divided and Directed Trusteeship Committee Attachment 6 
 Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act Ad Hoc Committee Attachment 7 
 Public Affairs Associates, list of current bills being tracked Attachment 8 

 
12. Other Business 
 

13. Adjournment 

 

Next CSP/Council meeting is Saturday, June 16, 2018, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
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Probate and Estate Planning Council 
Meeting minutes 
Page 1 
(2018 ‐ 03 ‐ a) (March 24, 2018) 

  MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
  PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION OF 
  THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 
  March 24, 2018 
  Lansing, Michigan 
 
  Minutes 
 
1.  Call to Order:  The Chair of the Section, Marlaine C. Teahan, called the meeting to order at 10:22 

am. 
 
2.  Introduction of Guests and attendance. 

a.  meeting attendees introduced themselves 
b.  The following officers and members of the Council were present: 

 
Marlaine C. Teahan, Chair 
Marguerite Munson Lentz, Chair Elect 
Christopher A. Ballard, Vice Chair 
David P. Lucas, Secretary 
Rhonda M. Clark‐Kreuer 
Kathleen M. Goetsch 
Nazneen Hasan 
Angela M. Hentkowski 
Michael G. Lichterman 
Katie Lynwood 
Raj A. Malviya 
Richard C. Mills 
Lorraine F. New 
Kurt A. Olson 
Nathan R. Piwowarski 
Christine M. Savage 
A total of 16 Council officers and members were present, constituting a quorum 

 
3.  Absences 

a.  The following members of the Council were absent with excuse: 
 

David L.J.M. Skidmore 
Christopher J. Caldwell 
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Michael L. Jaconette 
Mark E. Kellogg 
Robert B. Labe 
Melisa M.W. Mysliwiec 
Geoffrey R. Vernon 
 

b.  The following officers and members of the Council were absent without excuse: 
    none 
 

c.  The following ex‐officio members of the Council were present: 
    George W. Gregory 
    Michael J. McClory 
 

d.  The following liaisons to the Council were present: 
    Daniel W. Borst 
    Susan Chalgian 
    Jeanne Murphy 
    Patricia M. Ouellette 
 

e.  Others present: 
    Aaron Bartell 
    Becky Bechler 
    Kim Browning 
    Georgette David 
    Mark DeLuca 
    Dan Hilker 
    Jim Hughesian 
    David Kerr 
    Ron Kneiser 
    Adam C. Lowen 
    Andy Mayoras 
    Gabrielle McKee 
    Neal Nusholtz 
    Scott Robbins 
    Mike Shelton 
    Ken Silver 
 
4.  Minutes of February 17, 2018:  Meeting of the Council:  it was moved and seconded to approve 

the Minutes of the February 17, 2018 meeting of the Council, as included in the meeting agenda 
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materials  and  presented  to  the  meeting.    On  voice  vote,  the  Chair  declared  the  motion 
approved. 

 
5.  Chair's Report – Marlaine C. Teahan:   

a.  The Chair  requested  that Mike McClory  report on  the bicycle  ride event  scheduled at 
the annual Probate Institute.  Mr. McClory reported that the Cherry Capital Bicycle Club 
would host the event, and Ms. Teahan announced that the Council’s Hearts and Flowers 
Fund would contribute $200 to the Club to defray the cost of the event; Ms. Teahan will 
request that the Treasurer pay that amount from the Hearts and Flowers Fund. 

b.  The  Chair  reviewed  the  Treasurer’s  Report,  which  was  included  with  the  meeting 
materials.  The Chair encouraged the timely submission of requests for reimbursement. 

c.  The  Chair  reviewed  the  Chair’s  Report which was  included with  the meeting  agenda 
materials,  including  (i)  the Modest Means  SMB Workgroup,  and  the  Chair  requested 
that Georgette David describe  the activity of  the Workgroup; Ms. David discussed  the 
activity of  the Workgroup, asked  for comments on  the program‐‐there was discussion 
regarding the program which Ms. David will take back to the Workgroup; (ii) legislative 
activity  regarding HB  5075  and  5076,  and  noted  that  the  Section  has  taken  a  public 
policy position on those Bills; Ms. Teahan reported on a productive Workgroup meeting, 
held by the bills' sponsors, and requested that the Guardianship, Conservatorship, and 
End  of  Life  Committee  prepare  a  letter  for  her  signature  to  send  to  the  sponsors 
regarding  these bills;  (iii)  the EPIC Q&A Panel,  the Council officers are  recommending 
that  the  Panel  not  take  new  questions  and  that  the  existing  questions  and  answers 
would  be  available  for  use  on  the  ICLE website;  the  Chair  requested  questions  and 
comments  about  the  discontinuance  of  the  Panel;  after  a  voice  vote,  the  officers' 
recommendation was  approved  by  the  Council;  the  Chair  and  the  Council  expressed 
many  thanks  to Phil Harter  for his many years of  chairing  the Panel;  (iv)  the Uniform 
Fiduciary Principal and  Income Act Ad Hoc Committee, which  Jim Spica will  chair;  the 
Chair  requested  that comments and questions be  submitted  to Mr. Spica or Gabrielle 
McKee; (v) the Chair has appointed John A. Hohman as the Section’s Liaison to the ADR 
Section; Judge Hohman (ret.) currently serves on the ADR Section's Council and served 
for  several  years  as  a  Monroe  County  Probate  Judge  and  then  as  the  State  Court 
Administrator  for  SCAO;    (vi)  the  Chair  will  be  appointing  an  ad  hoc  committee  to 
address the issue of electronic wills. 

 
6.  Committee Reports 
 

a.  Committee  on  Special  Projects  (CSP)  ‐ Nathan  Piwowarski:   Mr.  Piwowarski  reported 
that the CSP discussed Draft 8 of a bill to amend 1991 PA 133, entitled “Recording Trust 
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Agreement  or  Certificate  of  Trust  Existence  and  Authority, which Draft was  included 
with the meeting materials.  The Committee’s motion is: 

 
The Probate and Estate Planning Section  supports Draft 8 of a 
bill to amend 1991 PA 133, entitled “Recording Trust Agreement 
or  Certificate  of  Trust  Existence  and  Authority  (with  certain 
typographical  changes);  and  empowers  the  Chair  of  the 
Section’s  Legislative  Development  &  Drafting  Committee  to 
consent to non‐substantive modifications to the Draft. 

 
The Chair stated that since this would be a public policy position of the Section, the vote 
of  the Council would have  to be  recorded.   Following discussion,  the Chair  called  the 
question, and the Secretary recorded the vote of 16 in favor of the motion, 0 opposed to 
the motion, 0 abstain, and 7 not voting.  The Chair declared the motion approved. 

 
Mr. Piwowarski also reported on  the status of  the EPIC Omnibus proposed  legislation, 
and highlighted (i) the Committee’s discussion on SB 905; (ii) that Rep. Elder will sponsor 
such  legislation;  (iii)  the  Committee’s discussions  regarding  the definition of  “record” 
and “signed”; (iv) the Committee’s discussions regarding an attorney‐in‐fact’s ability to 
establish  a  trust  for  the principal;  (v)  small  estates;  and  (vi) who  is  a  “qualified  trust 
beneficiary” under the Michigan Trust Code. 

 
b.  Premarital Agreements  Committee  ‐  Christine  Savage:   Ms.  Savage  reported  that  the 

Committee has  reviewed  the Uniform Premarital and Marital Agreements Act and HB 
4751, which were  included with  the meeting materials, Ms. Savage also noted  that A 
Brief Analysis of Michigan Law in the Aftermath of the Allard Decision and the Uniform 
Premarital  and Marital Agreement Act was  included with  the meeting materials. Ms. 
Savage  led  a  discussion  regarding  premarital  agreements.    Following  discussion,  the 
Chair  requested  that  the  Committee  present  its  recommendations  for  Michigan's 
response to the UPMAA during the Committee on Special Projects at the Council’s June, 
2018 meeting. 

 
c.  Outreach Committee  ‐ Kathleen M. Goetsch:   Ms. Goetsch discussed the report of the 

Committee which was  included with the meeting materials.   Following discussion, and 
on recommendation of the Committee, the Chair stated that the remaining pamphlets 
could  be  taken  to  the  annual  ICLE  Probate  Institute  for  distribution without  charge; 
without objection  from  the Council,  the Chair asked  the Committee  to develop a plan 
for free distribution, and execute such plan. 
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d.  Tax Committee ‐ Mike Shelton:  Mr. Shelton gave the report of the Committee, including 
HB 5443, repealing the Michigan Estate Tax.  Following discussion, the Chair stated that 
the Council would take a “wait and see” approach to the legislation. 

 
e.  Electronic  Communications  Committee  ‐ Mike  Lichterman:   Mr.  Lichterman  reported 

that Section members were notified in February and in March that the listserv was being 
terminated, and that Section communications would be moving  to SBM Connect.   Mr. 
Lichterman  reported  that,  in  response  to  his  invitation  to  Section  members  for 
questions and comments, he had received very few comments, most of which related to 
how to use SBM Connect.  Two issues have yet to be resolved:  (i) how can the listserv 
archive be moved  to  SBM Connect;  and  (ii) how  to  allow  communication  for  Section 
members who have not authorized the State Bar to make their email addresses public; 
the Committee  is working on  these  issues, as well as  further publicizing  the move  to 
SBM Connect,  and  education  for members on how  to use  SBM Connect. At  the May 
Probate  Institute  in Acme Mr. Lichterman will provide an educational presentation on 
how  to use SBM Connect. Ms. Teahan will provide  the same presentation at  the  June 
Probate Institute in Plymouth. 

 
f.  Guardianship, Conservatorship, and End of Life Committee ‐ Rhonda Clark‐Kreuer:   Ms. 

Clark‐Kreuer  updated  the  Council  on  the  status  of  SB  713  (regarding  visitation  of 
vulnerable  adults).    The  Committee  continues  to  address  this matter,  and Ms.  Clark‐
Kreuer referred to materials authored by Josh Ard which were posted to SBM Connect.  
The Chair stated that the Section has taken a public policy position on SB 713, and that 
the Section’s public policy position should be highlighted to the Elder Law Section and 
the Michigan Probate Judges Association. 

 
7.  Written  Reports Without Oral  Presentation  ‐  The  Chair  noted  the  several  reports  that were 

included with the agenda materials. 
 
8.  Other Business 
 

a.  The Chair described  the upcoming ADR Summit, and  reported  that Andy Mayoras will 
attend on behalf of the Section. 

 
b.  Mr. McClory reported on the status of the e‐filing project, including that (i) there will be 

one portal for all e‐filing; (ii) e‐fling will be introduced in groups of counties; and (iii) the 
input of the various e‐filing user groups  (such as probate practitioners) will be sought, 
but the project is not ready to solicit such input yet. 
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(2018 ‐ 03 ‐ a) (March 24, 2018) 

There was no other business offered or requested. 
 
9.  Adjournment:  seeing no other matters or business to be brought before the meeting, the Chair 

declared the meeting adjourned at 11:50 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David P. Lucas, Secretary 
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April 21, 2018 
Chair's Report – Marlaine C. Teahan 

mteahan@fraserlawfirm.com 
517-377-0869 

 
 

 
1. Potential Speaker. Attorney Howard S. Krooks will be in Michigan from October 16 
to 18, 2018. He has offered to speak for our Section on a variety of topics. I will provide 
more details at the Council meeting. 
 
2. ICLE Contract.  The Section contract with ICLE is up for renewal on May 31, 2018. 
We are waiting for a revised contract from ICLE. Once obtained, it will be provided to the 
officers, then State Bar of Michigan, for review and approval. After approvals are obtained, 
we will seek Council approval by an email vote, or at our June meeting. 
 
3. ADR Summit.  Our Section was invited to send a representative to attend the 
May 11, 2018 ADR Summit. Andrew W. Mayoras has been selected to attend. We look 
forward to a report on the Summit from Andy at our June meeting. 
 
4. ADR Liaison. John A. Holman, Jr., of Ann Arbor, has agreed to serve as our Liaison 
to the ADR Section. John is a retired Probate Judge, the former State Court Administrator, 
and is currently on the Council of the ADR Section of the State Bar of Michigan. John will 
address the Council on ADR in Probate Court. 
 
5. Ethics and advertising.  Our Ethics committee analyzed ADM File 2016-27 relative 
to a proposed rule change (MRPC 7.2) dealing with attorney advertising. The 
Representative Assembly sought input from Sections wanting to comment. The Ethics 
Committee recommended that we take no position.  
http://courts.mi.gov/Courts/MichiganSupremeCourt/rules/court-rules-admin-matters/Court%20Rules/2016-
27_2018-1-10_FormattedOrder_PropAmendtOfMRPC7.2.pdf  
 
6. Ad Hoc Committees. In March, Douglas A. Mielock was named Chair of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Electronic Wills. The mission of the Ad Hoc Committee is to study the draft 
proposal on electronic wills of the Uniform Law Commission, determine problems and 
pitfalls of the formation, validity and recognition of electronic wills, and be prepared to 
respond to both the Uniform Law Commission’s proposal and any legislation introduced in 
Michigan. Kim Browning has joined this Committee. Jim Spica will serve as both an ex 
officio member of this Committee and as a Special Advisor to the Chair. Additional 
committee members are needed. Please contact Doug Mielock at 517-371-8203, 
dmielock@fosterswift.com, or Marlaine Teahan 517-377-0869, 
mteahan@fraserlawfirm.com, to join. 
 
7. Welcome to the Following New Committee Members: 
Guardianship, Conservatorship and End of Life: Kathleen Goetsch 
UFIPA Ad Hoc Committee:     Joe Viviano 
Tax Committee:      Mike Shelton 
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Electronic Wills Ad Hoc Committee:   Doug Mielock 
        Kim Browning 
        Jim Spica 
 
8. We took a Public Policy Position in March on the following: 
The Probate and Estate Planning Section supports Draft 8 of a bill to amend 1991 PA 133, 
entitled “Recording Trust Agreement or Certificate of Trust Existence and Authority (with 
certain typographical changes); and empowers the Chair of the Section’s Legislative 
Development & Drafting Committee to consent to non-substantive modifications to the 
Draft. 
 
The position and all amendments can be found online at the SBM Probate and Estate 
Planning Section Public Policy Position page: https://www.michbar.org/sections/probatepp  
 
9. HB 5075 and HB 5076 Workgroup. On February 28, 2018, Ray Harris, of our 
Guardianship, Conservatorship, and End of Life Committee, and I met with Rep. Noble and 
Rep. Cole regarding our concerns on HB 5075 and HB 5076. We expect more dialogue on 
these bills. The Guardianship, Conservatorship, and End of Life Committee is preparing a 
letter for the Chair to provide a summary of our position. 
 
10. Amicus update.  In re Joseph Vansach, Jr. (334732) amicus brief filed by Section 
on May 11, 2017; oral argument May 8, 2018 District D Item #7, Panel PDO, JPH, KFK 
court of appeals; consolidated with In re Jerome R. Bockes (336267) 

 
11. Bill Hound Reports. For an interactive summary of the bills being watched by our 
Legislative Monitoring Committee, using Bill Hound, look in our Section's Connect Library.  
 
12. New Ideas, Comments, Questions. Please email or call me at 
mteahan@fraserlawfirm.com with your thoughts and ideas for the following: 

 projects our Section should tackle – legislative or otherwise; 
 new ways to benefit our Section Members; 
 new social events for our Section Members, guests, and those interested in joining 

our Section; 
 anything you would like to discuss; and  
 your questions -- If I can't answer your question, I will find someone who can. 

 
13. Agenda. To get on an upcoming Agenda, please contact me directly. Let me know 
what you want to do (report on your committee's work, have general discussion to help 
guide your committee, get a vote to report a public policy position). Tell me how much time 
you need and who will be presenting for your committee. Most important, if your matter 
must be heard in a certain month, let me know so that you are near the top of the agenda, 
ensuring adequate time for discussion. If you do not let me know you need time on the 
agenda, there is a possibility you will not be able to present for your committee. If there a 
late-breaking development and you need time on the agenda but the latest news on the 
issue happened after the deadline for the agenda, please call me to see what we can do to 
address the issue. If you want a public policy position taken on a pending bill, please be 
sure to include the bill in your report. 
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14. Upcoming Seminars ICLE/SBM – www.icle.org  
 

 May 16 - Income Tax Planning for Family LPs, LLCs, and Disregarded Entities 
(Probate Institute add-on seminar), Acme (Live) 
 

 May 17-19 - Probate & Estate Planning Institute, 58th Annual, Acme (Live) – 
registration is open! 
 

 May 24 – The 31st Annual Tax Conference, Plymouth 
 

 June 14-15 - Probate & Estate Planning Institute, 58th Annual, Plymouth (Live) -- 
registration is open and note that the Plymouth location of the Institute will be held 
on Thursday and Friday this year – due to popular demand. 
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Membership by Member Type: Current
End of 
Last FY

Annual 
Increase

(Decrease)
Attorney, Active (ATA Only) 3,370 3,425 (55)
Attorney (All others) 19 17 2
Affiliate (LASST and LADM) 25 26 (1)
Law Student (LS) 44 68 (24)
Non Members (NON) 2 2 0

Total 3,460 3,538 (78)

Probate & Estate Planning Section
Membership Update
As of April 1, 2018

*Total Current Section Membership:    3460

* Membership numbers fluctuate during certain months due to the following reasons:
Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep.

New dues 
pmts.

New admits & 
dues pmts.

New 
admits

Non-pmt. 
Suspension

Non-renewal
removal

New 
admits

New 
admits

Free m'ships 
expire

**Membership by Dues Type: 
Paid 3,265 3,263 2
Free 194 273 (79)
Unpaid 1 0 1

** Add paid plus discounted dues type to equal revenue from Section Dues (-1050) and Law Student/Affil Dues (-1055).
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04/10/18 State Bar of Michigan
Probate and Estate Planning Section

For the Six Months Ending March 31, 2018

Current Activity Year To Date Year to Date
March March March
2018 2018 2017

Revenue: 
  1-7-99-775-1050 Probate/Estate Planning Dues 245.00 113,435.00 112,875.00

  1-7-99-775-1055 Probate/Estate Stud/Affil Dues 840.00 910.00

  1-7-99-775-1330 Subscription to Newsletter 35.00

  1-7-99-775-1470 Publishing Agreement Account 325.00

  1-7-99-775-1755 Pamphlet Sales Revenue 1,902.35

   Total Revenue 245.00 114,310.00 116,012.35

Expenses: 
  1-9-99-775-1127 Multi-Section Lobbying Group 2,500.00 15,000.00 17,500.00

  1-9-99-775-1145 ListServ 75.00 375.00 450.00

  1-9-99-775-1276 Meetings 12,475.42 23,902.22

  1-9-99-775-1283 Seminars 15,000.00 21,000.00 18,000.00

  1-9-99-775-1493 Travel 646.15 6,964.88 11,633.98

  1-9-99-775-1528 Telephone 94.03 662.61 499.36

  1-9-99-775-1549 Books & Subscriptions 750.00

  1-9-99-775-1822 Litigation-Amicus Curiae Brief 13,138.74 56,081.25

  1-9-99-775-1833 Newsletter 4,075.00 4,075.00

  1-9-99-775-1861 Printing 38.70

  1-9-99-775-1868 Postage 1.36

  1-9-99-775-1987 Miscellaneous 1,109.50 1,109.50

   Total Expenses 32,563.42 118,493.66 76,100.62

Net Income (32,318.42) (4,183.66) 39,911.73

Beginning Fund Balance: 
  1-5-00-775-0001 Fund Bal-Probate/Estate Plan 222,338.06 224,191.74

   Total Beginning Fund Balance 222,338.06 224,191.74

Ending Fund Balance 218,154.40 264,103.47
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Tax Nugget 

4/21/2018 

Revenue Procedure 2018-18 

On March 5, 2018 the IRS issued Rev. Proc. 2018-18 to reflect the statutory changes from P. L. 115-
97 (known as the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act), including inflation-adjusted amounts. The figures provided 
in Rev. Proc. 2018-18 apply to tax years beginning in 2018 and transactions occurring during the 2018 
calendar year.  Below is a summary of the some of the key provisions affecting (i) estate, gift, and 
generation-skipping transfer tax; and (ii) income taxation of estates and trusts. 

I. Estate, Gift, and Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax 

 For decedents dying in 2018 (and gifts made during 2018), the basic exclusion amount for 
purposes of federal estate and gift tax is $11,180,000. 

 For generation-skipping transfers made during 2018, the GST tax exemption amount is also 
$11,180,000. 

 The §2503(b) annual gift tax exclusion for qualifying gifts made in 2018 is $15,000 per donee. 

 Under §2523(i)(2), the annual gift tax exclusion for qualifying gifts made to a non-citizen 
spouse in 2018 is $152,000. 

 Under §6039F, a donee receiving gifts from certain foreign persons may be required to report 
the gifts using IRS Form 3520 if the aggregate value of the gifts received in 2018 exceeds 
$16,076. 

 If an estate elects to use the §2032A special valuation method for qualified property, 
2032A(a)(2) limits the aggregate decrease in fair market value to a maximum of $1,140,000. 

II. Income Taxation of Estates and Trusts 

2018 Estate and Trust Income Tax Tables: 

If Taxable Income is:       The Tax is:   
Not over $2,550  10% of taxable income 
Over $2,550 but not over $9,150   $255, plus 24% of the excess over $2,550  
Over $9,150 but not over $12,500   $1,839, plus 35% of the excess over $9,150 
Over $12,500   $3,011.50, plus 37% of the excess over $12,500 

 The alternative minimum tax (AMT) exemption amount for estates and trusts under 
§55(d)(1)(D) is $24,600. The AMT exemption for estates and trusts under §55(d) begins to 
phase-out when alternative minimum taxable income reaches $500,000 and completely              
phases-out when alternative minimum taxable income reaches $598,400. 
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1 

 

Taxation Section Liaison 

Report to the Probate & Estate Planning Section 

April 2018 

 

 

Ryan Peruski is working on the Fall 2018 Fundamentals Program. 

 

Other upcoming events on IRC 280E Planning & Considerations (with medical cannabis) at 

Honigman in Detroit on April 19th; Employee Benefits Networking Event at the Knickerbocker 

in Grand Rapids on April 28th; and the Annual Tax Conference at the Inn at St John’s in 

Plymouth on May 24th (see attached). 

 

As of March 15, 2018 there were 27 people registered for the Annual Tax Conference. 

 

Nick Monterosso chair of the Estates & Trusts Committee is moving to Florida. 

 

The Taxation Section has landing pages for all of its Committees, including Estate & Trusts, for 

Section members who sign up for it. 

 

The Internal Revenue Service in Detroit will move from 500 Woodward Avenue to 985 

Michigan Avenue in 2019. 

 

    

 

   

 

George W. Gregory, Liaison 
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M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Council of the Probate and Estate Planning Section of the State Bar of Michigan  

From: James P. Spica 

Re: Divided and Directed Trusteeships ad Hoc Committee (DDTC) Chair’s Report 

Date: April 13, 2018 

 
 
 I retuned the Legislative Service Bureau’s second draft of the DDTC legislative proposal 
to the LSB (with changes and comments) on April 4, 2018. We are now awaiting a third and (I 
hope) final draft. (We are close.) 
 
 
JPS 
DETROIT 40411-1 1416471v7 
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M E M O R A N D U M  

To: Council of the Probate and Estate Planning Section of the State Bar of Michigan  

From: James P. Spica 

Re: Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act ad Hoc Committee Chair’s Report 

Date: April 13, 2018 

 
 
 The committee roster has been updated.  
 

Anthony J. Belloli (of Plante Moran Trust) 
George W. Gregory 
Marguerite Munson Lentz 
Raj A. Malviya 
Gabrielle M. McKee 
Richard C. Mills 
James P. Spica (Chair) 
Robert P. Tiplady 
Joseph J. Viviano 
 
[Geoffrey R. Vernon, requiescat in pace] 

 
 
JPS 
DETROIT 40411-1 1453452v2 
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PROBATE

 HB 4021 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Allow guardianship petitions probate judges to schedule certain hearings 
before minor turns 18 years of age. (Kosowski, Robert (D), 01/12/17)
(Status: 01/18/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 01/12/2017)

 HB 4040 - VEHICLES, Registration, Exempt senior citizens from vehicle registration fees increases. (Camilleri, Darrin (D), 
01/12/17)
(Status: 01/18/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 01/12/2017)

 HB 4043 - LAW ENFORCEMENT, Communications, Establish missing senior and vulnerable adult plan. (Farrington, Diana (R), 
01/18/17)
(Status: 01/24/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 01/18/2017)

 HB 4171 PA 155  - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Authorize a guardian to sign physician orders for scope of treatment 
form. (Cox, Laura (R), 02/07/17)
(Status: 11/09/2017 - assigned PA 155'17 with immediate effect)

 HB 4297 - CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, Evidence, Create presumption that certain documents affecting real property are forged or 
counterfeit. (Love, Leslie (D), 03/02/17)
(Status: 03/07/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 03/02/2017)

 HB 4312 - OCCUPATIONS, Attorneys, Modify eligibility requirements for attorney licensed in another state to practice law in 
Michigan. (LaFave, Beau (R), 03/07/17)
(Status: 06/15/2017 - substitute H-1 adopted and amended)

 HB 4410 - PROBATE, Wills and Estates, Allow exempt property decedent to exclude adult child by written instrument. (Lucido, 
Peter J. (R), 03/23/17)
(Status: 02/15/2018 - REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY)

Senate Committee Hearing: 04/17/2018 Judiciary (HB 4410 on Agenda) - (Click for More Info)

 HB 4469 - SENIOR CITIZENS, Other, Provide for eligibility for participation in senior farmers' market nutrition program 
(SFMNP) and create a rotating distribution process (Guerra, Vanessa (D), 03/30/17)
(Status: 04/19/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 03/30/2017)

 HB 4532 PA 54  - PROPERTY, Recording, Modify marital status in instruments conveying or mortgaging real estate. (Whiteford, 
Mary (R), 04/26/17)
(Status: 06/20/2017 - assigned PA 54'2017 with immediate effect)

 HB 4588 - OCCUPATIONS, Securities, Require financial advisors to report suspected cases of financial abuse of elderly or other 
vulnerable adults and posting of information. (Brinks, Winnie (D), 05/04/17)
(Status: 05/09/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 05/04/2017)

 HB 4589 - OCCUPATIONS, Securities, Require financial advisors to report suspected cases of financial abuse of elderly or other 

Page 1 of 5MIRS Bill Hound Report
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vulnerable adults. (Graves, Joseph (R), 05/04/17)
(Status: 05/09/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 05/04/2017)

 HB 4684 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Allow limited guardianship to supervise access to incapacitated individuals 
relative. (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 05/31/17)
(Status: 06/06/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 05/31/2017)

 HB 4686 - HOUSING, Affordable, Authorize local units to impose rent limitation for senior citizens and individuals with disabilities 
and provide for tax exemptions and specific tax. (Chang, Stephanie (D), 05/31/17)
(Status: 06/06/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 05/31/2017)

 HB 4751 - FAMILY LAW, Marriage and Divorce, Clarify enforceability of prenuptial agreements. (Kesto, Klint (R), 06/13/17)
(Status: 01/30/2018 - PLACED ON ORDER OF THIRD READING WITH SUBSTITUTE S-1)

 HB 4752 PA 33  - PROBATE, Wills and Estates, Revise fee ratio and reporting requirement and remove sunset (Kesto, Klint (R), 
06/08/17)
(Status: 02/22/2018 - assigned PA 33'18 with immediate effect)

 HB 4754 - COURTS, Jurisdiction , Authorize inter-circuit concurrent jurisdiction plan. (Barrett, Tom (R), 06/13/17)
(Status: 06/14/2017 - referred to Committee on Judiciary)

 HB 4821 PA 13  - PROBATE, Wills and Estates, Require appointment of the state or county public administrator as personal 
representative of a decedents estate in a formal proceeding and modify powers and duties of public administrators acting as personal 
representatives. (Runestad, Jim (R), 07/12/17)
(Status: 02/06/2018 - assigned PA 13'18 with immediate effect)

 HB 4822 PA 14  - PROBATE, Wills and Estates, Require appointment of the state or county public administrator as personal 
representative of a decedents estate in a formal proceeding and modify powers and duties of public administrators acting as personal 
representatives. (Ellison, Jim (D), 07/12/17)
(Status: 02/06/2018 - assigned PA 14'18 with immediate effect)

 HB 4885 - CRIMES, Embezzlement, Increase penalties for stealing, embezzling, or converting personal or real property from a 
vulnerable adult. (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 08/16/17)
(Status: 09/06/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 08/16/2017)

 HB 4886 - CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, Sentencing Guidelines, Increase penalties for embezzlement from vulnerable adult. 
(Lucido, Peter J. (R), 08/16/17)
(Status: 09/06/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 08/16/2017)

 HB 4887 - OCCUPATIONS, Pawnbrokers, Establish hold process for pawned goods. (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 08/16/17)
(Status: 03/08/2018 - REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE)

 HB 4905 - PROPERTY TAX, Principal Residence Exemption, Modify principal residence exemption for individual residing in 
nursing home or assisted living facility (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 09/07/17)
(Status: 04/12/2018 - PLACED ON ORDER OF THIRD READING)

 HB 4931 - CIVIL PROCEDURE, Civil Actions, Create financial exploitation liability act (Kosowski, Robert L. (D), 09/13/17)
(Status: 09/14/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 09/13/2017)

 HB 4959 - FAMILY LAW, Marriage and Divorce, Require prenuptial and postnuptial agreements to be enforceable. (Hoitenga, 
Michele (R), 09/14/17)
(Status: 09/19/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 09/14/2017)

 HB 4994 - SENIOR CITIZENS, Crimes, Provide for public relations campaign to prevent elder abuse. (Kosowski, Robert L. (D), 
09/20/17)
(Status: 09/26/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 09/20/2017)

Page 2 of 5MIRS Bill Hound Report
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 HB 4995 - SENIOR CITIZENS, Crimes, Require neglect and mistreatment of senior citizens the department of health and human 
services to collect and analyze data. (Kosowski, Robert L. (D), 09/20/17)
(Status: 09/20/2017 - introduced by Representative Robert Kosowski)

 HB 4996 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Expand notification requirement of guardians. (Kosowski, Robert L. (D), 
09/20/17)
(Status: 09/26/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 09/20/2017)

 HB 5037 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Provide for power of guardian to implant a tracking device with a ward. 
(Lucido, Peter J. (R), 09/27/17)
(Status: 09/28/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 09/27/2017)

 HB 5073 - CIVIL PROCEDURE, Alternate Dispute resolution, Revise procedures for mediation and case evaluation of civil 
actions. (Kesto, Klint (R), 10/10/17)
(Status: 10/17/2017 - reported with recommendation for referral to Committee on Law and Justice)

 HB 5075 - PROBATE, Patient Advocates, Provide for court determination of whether a patient advocate is acting within his or her 
authority or in a patients best interest. (Cole, Triston (R), 10/10/17)
(Status: 10/11/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 10/10/2017)

 HB 5076 - HEALTH, Other, Establish procedure to require physician and hospital to obtain the consent of certain persons to 
withhold or withdraw a life-sustaining treatment. (Noble, Jeff (R), 10/10/17)
(Status: 10/11/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 10/10/2017)

 HB 5152 - HEALTH, Patient Directives, Create non-opioid directive form. (Singh, Sam (D), 10/19/17)
(Status: 04/10/2018 - REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICY)

 HB 5153 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Allow a guardian to execute a non-opioid directive form. (Canfield, Edward 
(R), 10/19/17)
(Status: 04/10/2018 - REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON HEALTH POLICY)

 HB 5323 - CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, Pretrial Procedure, Modify process for expunction and destruction of DNA samples and 
identification profiles. (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 12/06/17)
(Status: 12/12/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 12/06/2017)

 HB 5362 - PROBATE, Trusts, Modify information required in a certificate of trust. (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 12/13/17)
(Status: 12/28/2017 - bill electronically reproduced 12/13/2017)

 HB 5398 - PROBATE, Trusts, Allow use of a certificate of trust under the estates and protected individuals code for a trust that 
affects real property. (Lucido, Peter J. (R), 01/11/18)
(Status: 01/16/2018 - bill electronically reproduced 01/11/2018)

 HB 5443 - TAXATION, Estates, Repeal Michigan estate tax act. (Johnson, Steven (R), 01/24/18)
(Status: 01/25/2018 - bill electronically reproduced 01/24/2018)

 HB 5456 PA 100  - CIVIL PROCEDURE, Civil Actions, Enact asbestos bankruptcy trust claims transparency act. (Wentworth, 
Jason (R), 01/30/18)
(Status: 04/10/2018 - assigned PA 100'18 with immediate effect)

 HB 5546 - PROPERTY TAX, Assessments, Allow transfer of ownership from a general or limited partnership to certain individuals 
to be exempt from uncapping taxes after transfer. (Inman, Larry (R), 02/13/18)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - bill electronically reproduced 02/13/2018)
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 SB 0039 PA 20  - PROBATE, Other, Revise exceptions to definition of surviving spouse in relation to a funeral representative. 
(Jones, Rick (R), 01/18/17)
(Status: 04/18/2017 - ASSIGNED PA 0020'17 WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT)

 SB 0049 PA 136  - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Modify provision related to compensation for professional guardian 
or professional conservator. (Booher, Darwin (R), 01/18/17)
(Status: 10/31/2017 - ASSIGNED PA 0136'17 WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT)

 SB 0071 - VEHICLES, Registration, Exempt vehicle registration fees senior citizens from increases. (Ananich, Jim (D), 01/31/17)
(Status: 01/31/2017 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JIM ANANICH)

 SB 0284 - PROPERTY, Recording, Remove requirement statement of marital status in instruments conveying or mortgaging real 
estate. (Jones, Rick (R), 03/29/17)
(Status: 04/26/2017 - referred to Committee on Financial Services)

 SB 0345 - OCCUPATIONS, Securities, Require certain record keeping and posting of information for financial advisors to report 
suspected cases of financial abuse of elderly or other vulnerable adults (Jones, Rick (R), 05/02/17)
(Status: 05/02/2017 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR STEVEN BIEDA)

 SB 0346 - OCCUPATIONS, Securities, Require financial advisors to report suspected cases of financial abuse of elderly or other 
vulnerable adults (Ananich, Jim (D), 05/02/17)
(Status: 02/01/2018 - HOUSE SUBSTITUTE H-2 CONCURRED IN)

 SB 0378 PA 167  - SENIOR CITIZENS, Housing, Amend home for the aged definition and create an exemption from licensing. 
(Knollenberg, Marty (R), 05/16/17)
(Status: 11/28/2017 - ASSIGNED PA 167'17 WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT)

 SB 0525 PA 6  - COURTS, Reorganization, Modify reorganization of courts and number of judgeships (Jones, Rick (R), 09/06/17)
(Status: 01/30/2018 - ASSIGNED PA 06'18 WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT)

 SB 0540 - PROPERTY TAX, Assessments, Modify definition of transfer of ownership and certain excluded transfers. (Schuitmaker, 
Tonya (R), 09/07/17)
(Status: 09/07/2017 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR TONYA SCHUITMAKER)

 SB 0597 - HEALTH, Other, Establish procedure to withhold or withdraw a life-sustaining treatment to require physician and 
hospital to obtain the consent of certain persons. (Proos, John (R), 09/28/17)
(Status: 09/28/2017 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOHN PROOS)

 SB 0598 - PROBATE, Patient Advocates, Provide for court determination of whether a patient advocate is acting within his or her 
authority or in a patient's best interest (Proos, John (R), 09/28/17)
(Status: 09/28/2017 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOHN PROOS)

 SB 0644 - TORTS, Liability, Enact insurance agents liability act. (Jones, Rick (R), 11/01/17)
(Status: 11/01/2017 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR RICK JONES)

 SB 0713 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Provide for visitation procedures for isolated adults. (Marleau, Jim (R), 
12/06/17)
(Status: 02/15/2018 - REPORTED FAVORABLY WITH SUBSTITUTE S-1)

 SB 0731 - PROPERTY, Recording, Change requirement that an instrument be filed to recorded. (Zorn, Dale (R), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0732 - PROPERTY, Recording, Modify recording waiver of mortgage priority. (Zorn, Dale (R), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)
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 SB 0733 - LAND USE, Other, Modify certified survey map requirements. (Zorn, Dale (R), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0734 - PROPERTY, Recording, Require trust to be recorded separately under conveyance of a trust. (Conyers, Ian (D), 
12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0735 - PROPERTY, Recording, Require death certificate for joint tenant to be recorded separately from deed. (Knezek, David 
(D), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0736 - PROPERTY, Recording, Remove recording requirements from exception for wills. (Hertel Jr., Curtis (D), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0737 - PROPERTY, Recording, Require recording with register of deeds an English translation document to be included. (Hertel 
Jr., Curtis (D), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0738 - PROPERTY, Recording, Provide certificates of correction for recording fee. (Proos, John (R), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0739 - PROPERTY, Condemnation, Repeal prima facie evidence of ownership in fourth class cities. (Proos, John (R), 12/13/17)
(Status: 02/14/2018 - referred to Committee on Local Government)

 SB 0784 - HEALTH, Emergency Response, Allow a parent or guardian to execute do-not-resuscitate order on behalf of a minor 
child. (Warren, Rebekah (D), 01/25/18)
(Status: 02/22/2018 - REPORTED FAVORABLY WITH SUBSTITUTE S-2)

 SB 0785 - EDUCATION, School Districts, Establish filing, storage, and notice rules regarding do-not-resuscitate orders and 
revocations of do-not-resuscitate orders. (Jones, Rick (R), 01/25/18)
(Status: 01/25/2018 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR RICK JONES)

 SB 0786 - PROBATE, Guardians and Conservators, Authorize a guardian of a minor to execute a do-not-resuscitate order. 
(Warren, Rebekah (D), 01/25/18)
(Status: 02/22/2018 - REPORTED FAVORABLY WITH SUBSTITUTE S-1)

 SB 0827 - EDUCATION, School Districts, Create filing, storage and notice rules regarding do-not-resuscitate orders and comfort or 
care plans and limitation liability for providing a comfort or care measure. (Jones, Rick (R), 02/15/18)
(Status: 02/22/2018 - REPORTED FAVORABLY WITH SUBSTITUTE S-1)

 SB 0905 - PROBATE, Trusts, Allow trust property treated as property held as tenants by the entirety under certain circumstances. 
(Jones, Rick (R), 03/15/18)
(Status: 03/15/2018 - INTRODUCED BY SENATOR RICK JONES)
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