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Probate & Estate Planning Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan 

You are invited to the April meetings of the Committee on Special Projects (CSP) and 
the Council of the Probate & Estate Planning Section: 

Friday, April 14, beginning at 9 AM 
at the University Club of Michigan State University 

 3435 Forest Rd, Lansing, MI 48910 

Remote participation by Zoom will be available. So, you are also invited . . . 

to a Zoom meeting.  
When: Apr 14, 2023, 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsd-irqDkvHtDpGOn_fRyKbkPzLx0Iv7pY 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. 
If you are calling in by phone, email your name and phone number to Angela Hentkowski 

ahentkowski@stewardsheridan.com, we will put your name in a zoom user list that 
 will identify you by name when you call in. 

Please note that the Zoom feature of these meetings entails that they will be recorded. 

This will be a regular in person and remote meetings of the Council of the Probate & Estate Planning 
Section. The Council meeting will be preceded by a meeting of the Council's Committee on Special Projects 
(CSP), which will begin at 9:00 AM. The CSP meeting will end at about 10:15 AM, and the Council meeting 
will begin shortly thereafter. The agenda and meeting materials will be posted on the Probate & Estate 
Planning Section page of the SBM website. Once those things are posted, you should be able to download 
them from: http://connect.michbar.org/probate/events/schedule. 

Nathan Piwowarski 
Section Secretary 

Nathan Piwowarski 
McCurdy, Wotila, and Porteous, PC 
120 West Harris Street 
Cadillac, MI  49601 
general line: (231) 775-1391 
fax line: (231) 775-0972 
http://www.mwplegal.com/attorneys/nathan-piwowarski 
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Officers of the Council 
for 2022-2023 Term 

Office Officer 

Chairperson Mark E. Kellogg 

Chairperson Elect James P. Spica 

Vice Chairperson Katie Lynwood 

Secretary Nathan R. Piwowarski 

Treasurer Richard C. Mills 

Council Members 
for 2022-2023 Term 

Council Member 

Year Elected to 
Current Term (partial, first 

or second full term) 

Current Term 
Expires 

Eligible after Current 
Term? 

Olson, Kurt A. 2020 (2nd term) 2023 No 

Savage, Christine M. 2020 (2nd term) 2023 No 

Anderton V, James F. 2020 (1st term) 2023 Yes 

David, Georgette E. 2020 (1st term) 2023 Yes 

Hilker, Daniel 2020 (1st term) 2023 Yes 

Krueger III, Warren H. 2020 (1st term) 2023 Yes 

Wrock, Rebecca K. 2021 (1st term) 2024 Yes 

Glazier, Sandra D. 2021 (1st term) 2024 Yes 

Hentkowski, Angela M. 2021 (2nd term) 2024 No 

Mysliwiec, Melisa M. W. 2021 (2nd term) 2024 No 

Nusholtz, Neal 2021 (2nd term) 2024 No 

Sprague, David 2021 (1st term) 2024 Yes 

Mayoras, Andrew W. 2022 (2nd term) 2025 No 

Silver, Kenneth 2022 (2nd term) 2025 No 

Dunnings, Hon. Shauna L. 2022 (1st term) 2025 Yes 

Chalgian, Susan L. 2022 (1st term) 2025 Yes 

Shelton, Michael D. 2022 (1st term) 2025 Yes 

Borst, Daniel W. 2022 (1st term) 2025 Yes 
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Ex Officio Members of the Council 

Christopher Ballard; John E. Bos; Robert D. Brower, Jr.; Douglas G. Chalgian; Henry M. Grix; Mark K. Harder; Philip E. Harter; 
Dirk C. Hoffius; Shaheen I. Imami; Robert B. Joslyn; Kenneth E. Konop; Marguerite Munson Lentz; Nancy L. Little; James H. 
LoPrete; Richard C. Lowe; David P. Lucas; John D. Mabley; John H. Martin; Michael J. McClory; Douglas A. Mielock; Amy N. 
Morrissey; Patricia Gormely Prince; Douglas J. Rasmussen; Harold G. Schuitmaker; John A. Scott; David L.J.M. Skidmore; 
James B. Steward; Thomas F. Sweeney; Fredric A. Sytsma; Marlaine C. Teahan; Lauren M. Underwood; W. Michael Van 
Haren; Susan S. Westerman; Everett R. Zack 
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State Bar of Michigan 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 
2022 - 2023 Standing Committees 

Standing 
Committee Mission Chairperson Members 

Amicus Curiae Review litigants’ applications and Courts’ 
requests for the Section to sponsor amicus 
curiae briefs in pending appeals cases 
relating to probate, and estate and trust 
planning, and oversee the work of legal 
counsel retained to prepare and file 
amicus briefs 

Andrew W. 
Mayoras 

Ryan P. Bourjaily 
Angela Hentkowski 
Neil J. Marchand 
Kurt A. Olson 
David L.J.M. Skidmore 
Trevor J. Weston 
Timothy White 
Scott Kraemer 

Annual meeting Plan the Section’s Annual Meeting Mark E. Kellogg 
[as Section 
Chairperson] 

[Chairperson only] 

Awards Periodically make recommendations 
regarding recipients of the Michael Irish 
Award, and consult with ICLE regarding 
periodic induction of members in the George 
A. Cooney Society

David L.J.M. 
Skidmore 
[as immediately 
previous Section 
Chairperson] 

David Lucas 
Christopher A. Ballard 
[as previous Section 
Chairpersons] 

Budget Develop the Section’s annual budget  Nathan R. 
Piwowarski 
[as immediately 
previous Section 
Treasurer] 

Richard C. Mills 
Katie Lynwood 
[as incoming Treasurer 
and immediately previous 
Section Secretary] 

Bylaws Review the Section’s Bylaws, to ensure 
compliance with State Bar requirements, to 
include best practices for State Bar Sections, 
and to assure conformity to current practices 
and procedures of the Section and the 
Council, and make recommendations to the 
Council regarding such matters 

Daniel W. Borst Christopher A. Ballard 
John Roy Castillo 
David P. Lucas 
Nancy H. Welber 

Charitable and 
Exempt 
Organizations 

Consider federal and State legislative 
developments and initiatives in the fields 
of charitable giving and exempt 
organizations, and make recommendations 
to the Council regarding such matters 

Rebecca K. 
Wrock 

Celeste E. Arduino 
Michael Bartish 
Julia Dale 
Brian Heckman 
Richard C. Mills 
Kate L. Ringler 

Citizens 
Outreach 

Provide opportunities for education of the 
public on matters relating to probate, and 
estate and trust planning 

Kathleen M. 
Goetsch 

Kathleen Cieslik 
Michael J. McClory 
Neal Nusholtz 
Jessica M. Schilling 
Nicholas J. Vontroba 
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State Bar of Michigan 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 
2022 - 2023 Standing Committees 

Committee on 
Special Projects 

Consider matters relating to probate, and 
estate and trust planning, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Melisa M.W. 
Mysliwiec 

meeting attendees 

Court Rules, 
Forms, & 
Proceedings 

Consider matters relating to probate, and 
estate and trust planning, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Warren H. 
Krueger, III 

JV Anderton 
Susan L. Chalgian 
Morgan E. Cole 
Hon. Michael L. 
Jaconette 
Andrew W. Mayoras 
Michael J. McClory 
Dawn Santamarina 
Marlaine C. Teahan 

Electronic 
Communications 

Oversee all matters relating to electronic 
and virtual communication matters, and 
make recommendations to the Council 
regarding such matters 

Angela 
Hentkowski 

Michael G. Lichterman 
Amy N. Morrissey 
Nathan R. Piwowarski 
[Section Secretary] 

Marlaine C. Teahan 

Ethics & 
Unauthorized 
Practice of Law 

Consider matters relating to ethics and the 
unauthorized practice of law with respect 
to probate, and estate and trust planning, 
and make recommendations to the Council 
regarding such matters 

Kurt A. Olson William J. Ard 
Raymond A. Harris 
J. David Kerr
Neil J. Marchand
Robert M. Taylor
Amy Rombyer Tripp

Guardianship, 
Conservatorship, 
& End of Life 
Committee 

Consider matters relating to Guardianships 
and Conservatorships, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Sandra Glazier William J. Ard 
Michael W. Bartnik 
Kimberly Browning 
Kathleen A. Cieslik 
Raymond A. Harris 
Phillip E. Harter 
Hon. Michael L. Jaconette 
Michael J. McClory 
Kurt A. Olson 
James B. Steward 
Paul S. Vaidya 
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State Bar of Michigan 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 
2022 - 2023 Standing Committees 

Legislation 
Development 
and Drafting 

Consider matters with respect to statutes 
relating to probate, and estate and trust 
legislation, consider the provisions of 
introduced legislation and legislation 
anticipated to be introduced with respect to 
probate, and estate and trust planning, draft 
proposals for legislation relating to probate, 
and estate and trust planning, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Robert P. 
Tiplady 

Aaron A. Bartell 
Howard H. Collens 
Georgette David 
Kathleen M. Goetsch 
Daniel S. Hilker 
Henry Lee 
Michael G. Lichterman 
David P. Lucas 
Katie Lynwood 
Alex Mallory 
Richard C. Mills 
Nathan Piwowarski 
Christine M. Savage 
James P. Spica 
David Sprague 
Stephen Dunn 

Legislation 
Monitoring & 
Analysis 

Monitor the status of introduced legislation, 
and legislation anticipated to be introduced, 
regarding probate, and estate and trust 
planning, and communicate with the Council 
and the Legislation Development and 
Drafting Committee regarding such matters 

Michael D. 
Shelton 

Stephen Dunn 
Brian K. Elder 
Elizabeth Graziano 
David Sprague 

Legislative 
Testimony 

As requested and as available, the Members 
of this Committee will give testimony to the 
Legislature regarding legislation relating to 
probate, and estate and trust planning 

Melisa M.W. 
Mysliwiec 

[as CSP Chair] 

[Chairperson only] 

Membership Strengthen relations with Section members, 
encourage new membership, and promote 
awareness of, and participation in, Section 
activities 

Angela 
Hentkowski 

Kate L. Ringler 
Susan L. Chalgian 

Nominating Nominate candidates to stand for election as 
the officers of the Section and the members 
of the Council 

David L.J.M 
Skidmore [as 
previous Section 
Chairperson] 

David P. Lucas 
Christopher A. Ballard 
[as previous Section 
Chairpersons] 

Planning Periodically review and update the 
Section’s Plan of Work 

Mark E. Kellogg 
[as Section 
Chairperson] 

James P. Spica 
Katie Lynwood 
Nathan Piwowarski 
Richard C. Mills 
[as Section Officers] 
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State Bar of Michigan 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 
2022 - 2023 Standing Committees 

Probate Institute Work with ICLE to plan the ICLE 
Probate and Estate Planning Institute 

Katie Lynwood 
[as Section  
Vice 
Chairperson] 

[Chairperson only] 

Real Estate Consider real estate matters relating to 
probate, and estates and trusts, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Kenneth F. 
Silver 

Carlos Alvorado-Jorquera 
Jeffrey S. Ammon 
William J. Ard 
Leslie A. Butler  
J. David Kerr
Angela Hentkowski
Michael G. Lichterman
Richard C. Mills
James B. Steward

State Bar & 
Section Journals 

Oversee the publication of the Section’s 
Journal, and assist in the preparation of 
periodic theme issues of the State Bar 
Journal that are dedicated to probate, 
and estates and trusts 

Melisa M.W. 
Mysliwiec, 
Managing Editor 

Nancy W. Little 
Neil J. Marchand 
Richard C. Mills 
Diane Kuhn Huff 
Molly P. Petijean 
Rebecca K. Wrock 
Kurt A. Olson 

Tax Consider matters relating to taxation as 
taxation relates to probate, and estates and 
trusts, and make recommendations to the 
Council regarding such matters 

JV Anderton Daniel Borst 
Jonathan Beer 
Mark DeLuca 
Stephen Dunn 
John McFarland 
Richard C. Mills 
Neal Nusholtz 
Robert Labe 
Christine M. Savage 

The Probate and Estate Planning Section Chairperson is an ex-officio Member of each Standing Committee 
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State Bar of Michigan 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 

2022 - 2023 Ad Hoc Committees 

Ad Hoc 
Committee 

Mission Chairperson Members 

Assisted 
Reproductive 
Technology 

Review the 2008 Uniform Probate Code 
Amendment for possible incorporation into 
EPIC with emphasis on protecting the rights 
of children conceived through assisted 
reproduction, and make recommendations to 
the Council regarding such matters 

Nancy H. 
Welber 

Christopher A. Ballard 
Edward Goldman 
James P. Spica 
Lawrence W. Waggoner 
Nazneen Hasan 
Christina Lejowski 

Electronic 
Wills 

Review proposals for electronic wills, 
including the Uniform Law Commission’s 
draft of a Uniform Law, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Kurt A. Olson Kimberly Browning 
Georgette David 
Sandra Glazier 
Douglas A. Mielock 
Neal Nusholtz 
Christine M. Savage 
James P. Spica 

Fiduciary 
Exception to 
the Attorney- 
Client 
Privilege 

Consider whether there should be some 
exception to the rule that beneficiaries of 
an estate or trust are entitled to production 
of documents regarding the advice given 
by an attorney to the fiduciary, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

Warren H. 
Krueger, III 

Aaron A. Bartell  
Ryan P. Bourjaily 

Nonbanking 
Entity Trust 
Powers 

Consider whether there should be 
legislation granting trust powers to 
nonbanking entities, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

James P. Spica 
and Robert P. 
Tiplady (co- 
Chairpersons) 

JV Anderton 

Laura L. Brownfield 
Warren H. Krueger, III 
Richard C. Mills 
Mark K. Harder 
Kathleen Cieslik 
Joe Viviano 

Premarital 
Agreements 

Consider whether there should be 
legislation regarding marital property 
agreements, and 

Christine M. 
Savage 

Daniel W. Borst 
Sandra Glazier 
Kathleen M. Goetsch 
Patricia M. Ouellette 

Uniform 
Community 
Property 
Disposition at 
Death Act 

Consider the Uniform Community 
Property Disposition at Death Act 
promulgated by the Uniform Law 
Commission and make recommendations 
to the Council regarding the subject of that 
Act 

James P. Spica Kathleen Cieslik 
Richard C. Mills 
Christine M. Savage 
David Sprague 
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Undue 
Influence 

Consider the definition of undue influence 
and attendant evidentiary presumptions, and 
make recommendations to the Council 
regarding such matters 

Kenneth F. 
Silver 

Sandra Glazier 
Hon. Michael L. 
Jaconette 
Warren H. Krueger, III 
John Mabley 
Andrew W. Mayoras 
Hon. David Murkowski 
Kurt A. Olson 
David L.J.M. Skidmore 

Uniform 
Fiduciary 
Income & 
Principal Act 

Consider the Uniform Fiduciary Income and 
Principal Act promulgated by the Uniform 
Law Commission, and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
such matters 

James P. Spica Anthony Belloli 
Kathleen Cieslik 
Marguerite Munson 
Lentz 
Richard C. Mills 
Robert P. Tiplady 
Joe Viviano 

Uniform 
Partition of 
Heirs Property 
Act 

Consider the Uniform Partition of Heirs 
Property Act promulgated by the Uniform 
Law Commission and make 
recommendations to the Council regarding 
the subject of that Act 

James P. Spica Marguerite Munson 
Lentz 
Alex Mallory 
Elizabeth McLachlan 
Christine Savage 
David Sprague 

Uniform 
Power of 
Attorney Act 

Consider the Uniform Power of Attorney Act 
promulgated by the Uniform Law 
Commission, and make recommendations to 
the Council regarding such matters 

Christine M. 
Savage 

Kathleen A. Cieslik 
David P. Lucas  
Alex Mallory  
Michael D. Shelton  
James P. Spica  
David Sprague 

Various 
Issues 
Involving 
Death and 
Divorce 

Should EPIC be changed so that a pending 
divorce affects priority to serve in a fiduciary 
position; Should Council explore whether EPIC 
should be changed so that a pending divorce 
affects intestacy, elective share, exemptions and 
allowances, etc. 
Should “affinity” be defined to prevent 
elimination of stepchildren’s gifts by operation 
of law after divorce or, instead, should there be 
an exception allowing gifts to stepchildren on a 
showing of, Perhaps, clear and convincing 
evidence demonstrating that the Settlor would 
not have intended the omission of the stepchild? 

Daniel Borst 
Sean Blume 

Andy Mayoras 
Hon. Shauna Dunnings 
Georgette David 
Katie Lynwood 
Elizabeth Siefker 

The Probate and Estate Planning Section Chairperson is an ex-officio Member of each Ad Hoc Committee 
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State Bar of Michigan
Probate and Estate Planning Section

2022 - 2023 Liaisons

liaison to: Liaison

Alternative Dispute Resolution Section John Hohman

Business Law Section Mark E. Kellogg

Elder Law and Disability Right Section Angela Hentkowski

Family Law Section Anthea E. Papista

Institute of Continuing Legal Education Lindsey DiCesare

Law Schools Savina Mucci

Michigan Bankers Association David Sprague

Michigan Legal Help/Michigan Bar Foundation Kathleen Goetsch

Michigan Probate Judges Association Hon. Michael L. Jaconette

Probate Registers [open]

Real Property Law Section Kenneth Silver

Supreme Court Administrative Office Melisa M.W. Mysliwiec

State Bar Jennifer Hatter

Taxation Section Neal Nusholtz

Uniform Law Commission James P. Spica

The mission of each respective Liaison is to develop and maintain bilateral communication between such Liaison’s 
respective association and the Probate and Estate Planning Section of the State Bar of Michigan, in matters of
mutual interest and concern.

(2022 - 09)
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MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL PROJECTS OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION 

OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

The Committee on Special Projects, or CSP, is our Section’s 
“committee of the whole.” The CSP flexibly studies, in depth, a 

limited number of topics and makes recommendations to Council. 

All Section members are welcome to participate and are able to vote. 

AGENDA 

Friday, April 14, 2023 

9:00 – 9:45 AM 

In person meeting at the University Club of Michigan State University 
3435 Forest Road, Lansing, MI 48910 

Remote participation by Zoom is available. Register in advance at: 
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/... 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting.  If you are calling in by phone, please email your name and phone number to         

Angela Hentkowski at ahentkowski@stewardsheridan.com. We will put your name in a Zoom   
user list that will identify you by name when you call in.  

1. Sandy Glazier – Guardianship, Conservatorship and End of Life Committee
– 15 minutes

Re: Committee Recommendation Regarding Adoption of Public Policy Position 

The Committee has reviewed HB 4297, HB 4295, SB 213, and HB 4301, as part 
of a larger bill package and seek a public policy position in regard to the same. 
Specifically, CSP will be asked to recommend that Council adopt a public policy 
position in favor of clarifying the right of an emancipated minor to wed in the bill 
package.     

The Committee's report is attached as Ex 1A, the Committee's supplement to its 
report is attached as Ex 1B, HB 4297 is attached as Ex 1C, HB 4295 is attached 
as Ex 1D, SB 213 is attached as Ex 1E, and HB 4301 is attached as Ex 1F.   
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2. Christine Savage – Premarital and Marital Agreement Ad Hoc Committee – 
30 minutes 
 
Re: Committee Recommendation Regarding Adoption of Public Policy Position 
 
The Committee has prepared a redline of its suggested changes to the Uniform 
Premarital and Marital Agreements Act.  The Committee has also reviewed the 
revisions proposed by the Family Law Section.  Both are attached as exhibits to 
the Committee's report, which is attached as Exhibit 2A.     
 
At the conclusion of a review and discussion of the Committee's redlines, CSP will 
be requested to take a public policy in favor of the Committee's modified Uniform 
Premarital and Marital Agreements Act.    
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EXHIBIT 1A 

 
Guardianship, Conservatorship 

and End of Life Committee 
 

Committee Report 
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{00305106.DOCX} 

Report of the Guardianship, Conservatorship and End of Life Committee 

Regarding HB 4293-4297 Relating to Elimination of Ability of Minors to Wed 

To: Mark Kellogg/Melisa Mysliwiec  

 Cc:  Josh Ard, Kathleen Goetsch, Liz Graziano & Michael Shelton 

From: Sandy Glazier 

Dated: March 24, 2023 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

A meeting of the Guardianship, Conservatorship and End of Life Committee was held on March 
24, 2023 commencing at 12:35 p.m. to discuss HB 4297 & 4295 in particular (but also in the 
broader context of the package of bills to which those bills are tie barred). 

Present via Zoom were: Sandy Glazier, Josh Ard, Kathleen Goetsch, Liz Graziano, and Michael 
Shelton. 

All in attendance felt that, from a policy perspective, an emancipated minor should continue to be 
permitted to marry. Once emancipated a minor is for all other purposes treated as an adult and 
able to contract.  Because the issue of whether someone is legally married (as well as whether 
any such marriage is void or voidable) can have impact whether a survivor will be entitled to claim 
certain statutory rights and benefits, as well as impact the ability (or inability) of the probate court 
to invalidate the marriage post-mortem, we felt clarification of this issue was key to any position 
the committee might propose council consider. 

We felt that the bills should, therefore, clearly indicate that an emancipated minor will not be 
precluded from marrying should they so desire.   

If the right of an emancipated minor to wed is clarified in the bill package, then none of the 
members in attendance at our committee meeting had any concerns about eliminating the ability 
of a guardian (under HB 4297) or the court (under HB 4295) to authorize the marriage of a minor.  
If this is clarified, once a minor is emancipated there would be no further need for a guardianship 
or court approval. 

We weren’t sure if this report needs to come before CSP or whether this is something that might 
be addressed directly at the council meeting on April 14th, as I understand that these bills are on 
a fast track. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandra D. Glazier, Chair of the Guardianship, Conservatorship and End of Life Committee  
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EXHIBIT 1B 

 
Guardianship, Conservatorship 

and End of Life Committee 
 

Supplement to Committee Report 
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1

Melisa Mysliwiec

From: Sandy Glazier <SGlazier@lipsonneilson.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2023 4:41 PM
To: Mark Kellogg; Melisa Mysliwiec
Cc: Michael D. Shelton; Elizabeth Graziano; josh@ardlaw.com; attorneygoetsch@gmail.com
Subject: RE: 00305106.DOCX- report of the guardianship, conservatorship & end of life committee 3-24-23 

are minor marriage bills

Based upon the position taken at the meeting of our committee, there would be opposition to SB 213, introduced on 
3/16/23 (and HB 4301), which specifically eliminate the right of an emancipated minor to marry.  Please add this to our 
report. 
 
 -Sandy 
 
 
Sandra D. Glazier, Esq. 
E-mail:  sglazier@lipsonneilson.com  
Lipson Neilson P.C. 
3910 Telegraph Road, Suite 200 
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48302 
Telephone:  (248) 593-5000 ext. 138 
Direct Dial: (248) 723-8423 
Telefax: (248) 593-5040  
www.lipsonneilson.com 
 
 

 
 
 
********************************************************* 
CONFIDENTIALITY DISCLOSURE:  This message is confidential, intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, attorney 
work product or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on the contents of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you receive this message in error, or are 
not the named recipient(s), please notify the sender, delete this e-mail from your computer, and destroy any copies in any form immediately.  Receipt by anyone 
other than the named recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney-client, work product, or other applicable privilege. 

 

From: Sandy Glazier  
Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 1:49 PM 
To: Mark Kellogg <mkellogg@fraserlawfirm.com>; Melisa Mysliwiec <mmysliwiec@fraserlawfirm.com> 
Cc: Michael D. Shelton <Michael@fw‐pc.com>; Elizabeth Graziano <graziano@mielderlaw.com>; josh@ardlaw.com; 
attorneygoetsch@gmail.com 
Subject: 00305106.DOCX‐ report of the guardianship, conservatorship & end of life committee 3‐24‐23 are minor 
marriage bills 
 
Mark, 
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2

At your suggestion, the committee met to analyze and discuss HB 4295 and 4297.  A copy of my report is appended.  I 
have copied the members in attendance so that might advise me if they believe any corrections to the report are 
required. 
 
I have also copied Melisa, as I wasn’t sure if you want to address this during CSP or have it directly addressed during the 
April 14th council meeting. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions, comments or concerns. 
 
 
 -Sandy 
 
 
Sandra D. Glazier, Esq. 
E-mail:  sglazier@lipsonneilson.com  
Lipson Neilson P.C. 
3910 Telegraph Road, Suite 200 
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48302 
Telephone:  (248) 593-5000 ext. 138 
Direct Dial: (248) 723-8423 
Telefax: (248) 593-5040  
www.lipsonneilson.com 
 
 

 
 
 
********************************************************* 
CONFIDENTIALITY DISCLOSURE:  This message is confidential, intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, attorney 
work product or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you are notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on the contents of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you receive this message in error, or are 
not the named recipient(s), please notify the sender, delete this e-mail from your computer, and destroy any copies in any form immediately.  Receipt by anyone 
other than the named recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney-client, work product, or other applicable privilege. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 4297 

 

A bill to amend 1998 PA 386, entitled 

"Estates and protected individuals code," 

by amending sections 2519, 5103, 5204, 5206, and 5215 (MCL 

700.2519, 700.5103, 700.5204, 700.5206, and 700.5215), section 2519 

as amended by 2010 PA 325, section 5103 as amended by 2016 PA 483, 

section 5204 as amended by 2005 PA 204, and section 5215 as amended 

by 2020 PA 365. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

1 

2 

Sec. 2519. (1) A will executed in the form prescribed by 

subsection (2) and otherwise in compliance with the terms of the  

March 16, 2023, Introduced by Reps. Edwards, Young, Grant, McKinney, Breen, Byrnes, 

Hoskins, Morgan, Skaggs, Paiz, Brabec and Hope and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
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Michigan statutory will form is a valid will. A person printing and 

distributing the Michigan statutory will shall print and distribute 

the form verbatim as it appears in subsection (2). The notice 

provisions shall must be printed in 10-point boldfaced type. 

(2) The form of the Michigan statutory will is as follows: 

MICHIGAN STATUTORY WILL NOTICE 

1. An individual age 18 or older who has sufficient mental 

capacity may make a will. 

2. There are several kinds of wills. If you choose to complete 

this form, you will have a Michigan statutory will. If this will 

does not meet your wishes in any way, you should talk with a lawyer 

before choosing a Michigan statutory will. 

3. Warning! It is strongly recommended that you do not add or 

cross out any words on this form except for filling in the blanks 

because all or part of this will may not be valid if you do so. 

4. This will has no effect on jointly held assets, on 

retirement plan benefits, or on life insurance on your life if you 

have named a beneficiary who survives you. 

5. This will is not designed to reduce estate taxes. 

6. This will treats adopted children and children born outside 

of wedlock who would inherit if their parent died without a will 

the same way as children born or conceived during marriage. 

7. You should keep this will in your safe deposit box or other 

safe place. By paying a small fee, you may file this will in your 

county's probate court for safekeeping. You should tell your family 

where the will is kept. 

8. You may make and sign a new will at any time. If you marry 

or divorce after you sign this will, you should make and sign a new 

will. 
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INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. To have a Michigan statutory will, you must complete the 

blanks on the will form. You may do this yourself, or direct 

someone to do it for you. You must either sign the will or direct 

someone else to sign it in your name and in your presence. 

2. Read the entire Michigan statutory will carefully before 

you begin filling in the blanks. If there is anything you do not 

understand, you should ask a lawyer to explain it to you. 

MICHIGAN STATUTORY WILL OF ________________________________ 
 

(Print or type your full name) 

ARTICLE 1. DECLARATIONS 

This is my will and I revoke any prior wills and codicils. I live 

in ___________________________ County, Michigan.  

My spouse is ___________________________________________. 
 

(Insert spouse's name or write "none") 
 

My children now living are: 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 

(Insert names or write "none") 

ARTICLE 2. DISPOSITION OF MY ASSETS 

2.1 CASH GIFTS TO PERSONS OR CHARITIES. 

(Optional) 

I can leave no more than two (2) 2 cash gifts. I make the 

following cash gifts to the persons or charities in the amount 

stated here. Any transfer tax due upon my death shall be paid from 

the balance of my estate and not from these gifts. Full name and 

address of person or charity to receive cash gift (name only 1 

person or charity here): 
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____________________________________ 

(Insert name of person or charity) 

____________________________________ 

(Insert address) 

AMOUNT OF GIFT (In figures): $ ________________________________ 

AMOUNT OF GIFT (In words): ____________________________ Dollars 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

Full name and address of person or charity to receive cash gift  

(Name only 1 person or charity): 

____________________________________ 

(Insert name of person or charity) 

____________________________________ 

(Insert address) 

AMOUNT OF GIFT (In figures): $ ________________________________ 

AMOUNT OF GIFT (In words): ____________________________ Dollars 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

2.2 PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS. 

I may leave a separate list or statement, either in my 

handwriting or signed by me at the end, regarding gifts of specific 

books, jewelry, clothing, automobiles, furniture, and other 

personal and household items. 

I give my spouse all my books, jewelry, clothing, automobiles, 

furniture, and other personal and household items not included on 

such a separate list or statement. If I am not married at the time 

I sign this will or if my spouse dies before me, my personal 

representative shall distribute those items, as equally as 

possible, among my children who survive me. If no children survive  
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me, these items shall be distributed as set forth in paragraph 2.3.  

2.3 ALL OTHER ASSETS. 

I give everything else I own to my spouse. If I am not married 

at the time I sign this will or if my spouse dies before me, I give 

these assets to my children and the descendants of any deceased 

child. If no spouse, children, or descendants of children survive 

me, I choose 1 of the following distribution clauses by signing my 

name on the line after that clause. If I sign on both lines, if I 

fail to sign on either line, or if I am not now married, these 

assets will go under distribution clause (b). 

Distribution clause, if no spouse, children, or descendants of 

children survive me. 

(Select only 1) 

(a) One-half to be distributed to my heirs as if I did not 

have a will, and one-half to be distributed to my spouse's heirs as 

if my spouse had died just after me without a will. 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

(b) All to be distributed to my heirs as if I did not have a 

will. 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

ARTICLE 3. NOMINATIONS OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE, GUARDIAN, AND CONSERVATOR 

Personal representatives, guardians, and conservators have a 

great deal of responsibility. The role of a personal representative 

is to collect your assets, pay debts and taxes from those assets, 

and distribute the remaining assets as directed in the will. A 

guardian is a person who will look after the physical well-being of  
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a child. A conservator is a person who will manage a child's assets 

and make payments from those assets for the child's benefit. Select 

them carefully. Also, before you select them, ask them whether they 

are willing and able to serve. 

3.1 PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE. 

(Name at least 1) 

I nominate _____________________________________________________ 
 

(Insert name of person or eligible financial institution) 

of _________________________to serve as personal representative. 

(Insert address) 

If my first choice does not serve, I nominate __________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

(Insert name of person or eligible financial institution) 

of________________________ to serve as personal representative. 

(Insert address) 

3.2 GUARDIAN AND CONSERVATOR. 

Your spouse may die before you. Therefore, if you have a child 

under age 18, name an individual as guardian of the child, and an 

individual or eligible financial institution as conservator of the 

child's assets. The guardian and the conservator may, but need not 

be, the same person. 

If a guardian or conservator is needed for a child of mine, I 

nominate _________________________________________ 

(Insert name of individual) 
 

of ____________________________________________ as guardian and 

(Insert address) 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

(Insert name of individual or eligible financial institution) 

of ____________________________________ to serve as conservator. 
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(Insert address) 
 

If my first choice cannot serve, I nominate 

______________________________________________ 

(Insert name of individual) 

of ___________________________________________ as guardian and 

(Insert address) 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

(Insert name of individual or eligible financial institution) 

of ____________________________________ to serve as conservator. 

(Insert address) 
 

3.3 BOND. 

A bond is a form of insurance in case your personal 

representative or a conservator performs improperly and jeopardizes 

your assets. A bond is not required. You may choose whether you 

wish to require your personal representative and any conservator to 

serve with or without bond. Bond premiums would be paid out of your 

assets. (Select only 1) 

(a) My personal representative and any conservator I have 

named shall serve with bond. 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

(b) My personal representative and any conservator I have 

named shall serve without bond. 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

3.4 DEFINITIONS AND ADDITIONAL CLAUSES. 

Definitions and additional clauses found at the end of this 

form are part of this will. 

I sign my name to this Michigan statutory will on  
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______________ , 20_____. 

____________________________________ 

(Your signature) 

NOTICE REGARDING WITNESSES 

You must use 2 adults as witnesses. It is preferable to have 3 

adult witnesses. All the witnesses must observe you sign the will, 

have you tell them you signed the will, or have you tell them the 

will was signed at your direction in your presence. 

STATEMENT OF WITNESSES 

We sign below as witnesses, declaring that the individual who 

is making this will appears to have sufficient mental capacity to 

make this will and appears to be making this will freely, without 

duress, fraud, or undue influence, and that the individual making 

this will acknowledges that he or she has read the will, or has had 

it read to him or her, and understands the contents of this will. 

_____________________________________ 

(Print Name) 

_____________________________________ 

(Signature of witness) 

_____________________________________ 

(Address) 

_________________________________ ______ ______ 

(City) (State) (Zip) 

_____________________________________ 

(Print name) 

_____________________________________ 

(Signature of witness) 

_____________________________________ 

(Address) 
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_________________________________ ______ ______ 

(City) (State) (Zip) 

_____________________________________ 

(Print name) 

_____________________________________ 

(Signature of witness) 

_____________________________________ 

(Address) 

_________________________________ ______ ______ 

(City) (State) (Zip) 

DEFINITIONS 

The following definitions and rules of construction apply to 

this Michigan statutory will: 

(a) "Assets" means all types of property you can own, such as 

real estate, stocks and bonds, bank accounts, business interests, 

furniture, and automobiles.  

(b) "Descendants" means your children, grandchildren, and 

their descendants. 

(c) "Descendants" or "children" includes individuals born or 

conceived during marriage, individuals legally adopted, and 

individuals born out of wedlock who would inherit if their parent 

died without a will. 

(d) "Jointly held assets" means those assets to which 

ownership is transferred automatically upon the death of 1 of the 

owners to the remaining owner or owners.  

(e) "Spouse" means your husband or wife at the time you sign 

this will. 

(f) Whenever a distribution under a Michigan statutory will is 

to be made to an individual's descendants, the assets are to be  
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divided into as many equal shares as there are then living 

descendants of the nearest degree of living descendants and 

deceased descendants of that same degree who leave living 

descendants. Each living descendant of the nearest degree shall 

will receive 1 share. The remaining shares, if any, are combined 

and then divided in the same manner among the surviving descendants 

of the deceased descendants as if the surviving descendants who 

were allocated a share and their surviving descendants had 

predeceased the descendant. In this manner, all descendants who are 

in the same generation will take an equal share. 

(g) "Heirs" means those persons who would have received your 

assets if you had died without a will, domiciled in Michigan, under 

the laws that are then in effect. 

(h) "Person" includes individuals and institutions. 

(i) Plural and singular words include each other, where 

appropriate. 

(j) If a Michigan statutory will states that a person shall 

perform an act, the person is required to perform that act. If a 

Michigan statutory will states that a person may do an act, the 

person's decision to do or not to do the act shall must be made in 

good faith good-faith exercise of the person's powers. 

ADDITIONAL CLAUSES 

Powers of personal representative 

1. A personal representative has all powers of administration 

given by Michigan law to personal representatives and, to the 

extent funds are money is not needed to meet debts and expenses 

currently payable and are not immediately distributable, the power 

to invest and reinvest the estate from time to time in accordance 

with the Michigan prudent investor rule. In dividing and  
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distributing the estate, the personal representative may distribute 

partially or totally in kind, may determine the value of 

distributions in kind without reference to income tax bases, and 

may make non-pro rata distributions. 

2. The personal representative may distribute estate assets 

otherwise distributable to a minor beneficiary to the minor's 

conservator or, in amounts not exceeding $5,000.00 per year, either 

to the minor, if married before the effective date of the 2023 

amendatory act that amended this sentence; to a parent or another 

adult with whom the minor resides and who has the care, custody, or 

control of the minor; or to the guardian. The personal 

representative is free of liability and is discharged from further 

accountability for distributing assets in compliance with the 

provisions of this paragraph. 

POWERS OF GUARDIAN AND CONSERVATOR 

A guardian named in this will has the same authority with 

respect to the child as a parent having legal custody would have. A 

conservator named in this will has all of the powers conferred by 

law. 

Sec. 5103. (1) By a properly executed power of attorney, a 

parent or guardian of a minor or a guardian of a legally 

incapacitated individual may delegate to another person, for a 

period not exceeding 180 days, any of the parent's or guardian's 

powers regarding care, custody, or property of the minor child or 

ward, except the power to consent to marriage or adoption of a 

minor ward or to release of a minor ward for adoption. 

(2) A parent shall not knowingly and intentionally delegate 

his or her powers under this section regarding care and custody of 

the parent's minor child for longer than 180 days for the purpose  
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of permanently transferring custody of the child in violation of 

section 136c(3) of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 

750.136c. 

(3) If a parent or guardian is serving in the armed forces of 

the United States and is deployed to a foreign nation, and if the 

power of attorney so provides, a delegation under this section is 

effective until the thirty-first day after the end of the 

deployment. 

(4) If a guardian for a minor or legally incapacitated 

individual delegates any power under this section, the guardian 

shall notify the court within 7 days after execution of the power 

of attorney and provide the court the name, address, and telephone 

number of the attorney-in-fact. 

Sec. 5204. (1) A person interested in the welfare of a minor, 

or a minor if 14 years of age or older, may petition for the 

appointment of a guardian for the minor. The court may order the 

family independence agency department of health and human services 

or a court employee or agent to conduct an investigation of the 

proposed guardianship and file a written report of the 

investigation. 

(2) The court may appoint a guardian for an unmarried a minor 

if any of the following circumstances exist: 

(a) The parental rights of both parents or the surviving 

parent are terminated or suspended by prior court order, by 

judgment of divorce or separate maintenance, by death, by judicial 

determination of mental incompetency, by disappearance, or by 

confinement in a place of detention. 

(b) The parent or parents permit the minor to reside with 

another person and do not provide the other person with legal  
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authority for the minor's care and maintenance, and the minor is 

not residing with his or her parent or parents when the petition is 

filed. 

(c) All of the following: 

(i) The minor's biological parents have never been married to 

one another. 

(ii) The minor's parent who has custody of the minor dies or is 

missing and the other parent has not been granted legal custody 

under court order. 

(iii) The person whom the petition asks to be appointed guardian 

is related to the minor within the fifth degree by marriage, blood, 

or adoption. 

(3) A minor's limited guardian may petition to be appointed a 

guardian for that minor, except that the petition shall must not be 

based upon on suspension of parental rights by the order that 

appointed that person the limited guardian for that minor. 

(4) A guardian appointed under section 5202 whose appointment 

is not prevented or nullified under section 5203 has priority over 

a guardian who may be appointed by the court. The court may proceed 

with an appointment upon on a finding that a guardian appointed in 

a manner described in section 5202 has failed to accept the 

appointment within 28 days after the notice of the guardianship 

proceeding. 

(5) For the minor ward's welfare, the court may at any time 

order the minor ward's parents to pay reasonable support and order 

reasonable parenting time and contact of the minor ward with his or 

her parents. 

Sec. 5206. (1) The court shall review a proposed limited 

guardianship placement plan filed with the court under section 5205  
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and shall do 1 of the following: 

(a) Approve the proposed plan. 

(b) Disapprove the proposed plan. 

(c) On its own motion, modify a proposed plan and approve it 

as modified, if the parties agree to the modification. The modified 

plan shall must be filed with the court. 

(2) A limited guardianship placement plan that has been 

approved by the court may be modified upon on agreement of the 

parties and approval of the court. A modified limited guardianship 

placement plan shall must be filed with the court. 

(3) The voluntary suspension of parental rights under section 

5205 does not prevent the parent or parents from filing a petition 

to terminate the limited guardianship at any time as provided in 

section 5208. Appointment of a limited guardian under this section 

is a continuing appointment. 

(4) A limited guardian appointed under this section has all of 

the powers and duties enumerated in section 5215 except that a 

minor's limited guardian shall not consent to marriage or adoption 

of the minor ward or to the release of the minor ward for adoption. 

Sec. 5215. A minor's guardian has the powers and 

responsibilities of a parent who is not deprived of custody of the 

parent's minor and unemancipated child, except that a guardian is 

not legally obligated to provide for the ward from the guardian's 

own money and is not liable to third persons because of the 

parental relationship for the ward's acts. A guardian has all of 

the following powers and duties: 

(a) The guardian shall take reasonable care of a ward's 

personal effects and commence a protective proceeding if necessary 

to protect the ward's other property. If a guardian commences a  
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protective proceeding because the guardian believes that it is in 

the ward's best interest to sell or otherwise dispose of the ward's 

real property or interest in real property, the court may appoint 

the guardian as special conservator and authorize the special 

conservator to proceed under section 5423(3). A guardian shall not 

otherwise sell the ward's real property or interest in real 

property. 

(b) The guardian may receive money payable for the ward's 

support to the ward's parent, guardian, or custodian under the 

terms of a statutory benefit or insurance system, or a private 

contract, devise, trust, conservatorship, or custodianship. The 

guardian may receive the ward's money or property paid or delivered 

under section 5102. Money or property received under section 5102 

must be applied to the ward's current needs for support, care, and 

education. The guardian shall exercise due care to conserve any 

excess for the ward's future needs unless a conservator is 

appointed for the ward's estate, in which case the excess must be 

paid over at least annually to the conservator. The guardian shall 

not use that money or property for compensation for the guardian's 

services except as approved by court order or as determined by an 

appointed conservator other than the guardian. A guardian may 

institute a proceeding to compel a person's performance of a duty 

to support the ward or to pay money for the ward's welfare. 

(c) The guardian shall facilitate the ward's education and 

social or other activities, and shall authorize medical or other 

professional care, treatment, or advice. A guardian is not liable 

because of this consent for injury to the ward resulting from the 

negligence or acts of third persons unless it would be illegal for 

a parent to have consented. 
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(d) A guardian may consent to a minor ward's marriage. 

(d) (e) Subject to the conditions and restrictions of chapter 

X of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 710.21 to 710.70, a 

guardian may consent to marriage or adoption of a minor ward or to 

the release of a minor ward for adoption. 

(e) (f) A guardian must report the condition of the ward and 

of the ward's estate that is subject to the guardian's possession 

or control as ordered by the court on petition of a person 

interested in the minor's welfare or as required by court rule. The 

report must detail the condition of the ward, medical or mental 

health treatment or care to which the ward was subjected, and what 

reason, if any, exists for the continuation of the guardianship. 

(f) (g) Within 14 days after a change in the ward's place of 

residence, the guardian shall give to the court notice of the 

ward's new address. 

(g) (h) A guardian may execute a do-not-resuscitate order on 

behalf of the ward as provided in section 3a of the Michigan do-

not-resuscitate procedure act, 1996 PA 193, MCL 333.1053a. 

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect 

unless Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4293 (request no. 

01334'23 *) of the 102nd Legislature is enacted into law. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 4295 

 

A bill to amend 1897 PA 180, entitled 

"An act to provide for the issuance of marriage licenses and 

certificates without publicity in certain cases; and to provide 

criminal and civil penalties for violation of this act," 

by amending section 1 (MCL 551.201), as amended by 1983 PA 199. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

Sec. 1. (1) When a person an individual desires to keep the 1 

exact date of his or her marriage to a person an individual of the 2 

opposite sex a secret, the probate judge of probate may issue, 3 

without publicity, a marriage license to any person individual 4 

making application, under oath, if there is good reason expressed 5 

March 16, 2023, Introduced by Reps. Farhat, Hope, Brixie, Young, Hill, Grant, Breen, Byrnes, 

Hoskins, Morgan, Skaggs, Paiz, Brabec and McKinney and referred to the Committee on 

Judiciary. 

4-14-2023 CSP & Probate Council Meeting 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 

page 38 of 98



2 

   
LTB   H01334'23 b * 

in the application and determined to be sufficient by the probate 1 

judge. of probate. 2 

(2) The judge of probate may marry, without publicity, persons 3 

under marriageable age, as provided in section 3 of Act No. 128 of 4 

the Public Acts of 1887, being section 551.103 of the Michigan 5 

Compiled Laws, if the application for the license is accompanied by 6 

1 of the following: 7 

(a) A written request of all of the biological or adopting 8 

living parents of both parties, and their guardian or guardians if 9 

either or both of the parents are dead. 10 

(b) A written request of the parents or guardians of the party 11 

under marriageable age if only 1 party to the marriage is under the 12 

marriageable age. 13 

(3) If the noncustodial parent has been given notice of the 14 

request for consent by personal service or registered mail at his 15 

or her last known address and the noncustodial parent fails to 16 

enter an objection within 5 days after receipt of notice, then the 17 

consent shall be required only of a parent to whom custody of a 18 

child has been awarded by a court. The consent shall not be 19 

required of a parent confined under sentence in a state or federal 20 

penal institution or confined in a mental hospital under 21 

adjudication of legal incapacity by a court of competent 22 

jurisdiction or upon the return of process by the sheriff of the 23 

county in which the parent was last known to reside made not less 24 

than 5 nor more than 14 days after issuance of the process 25 

certifying that after diligent search the parent cannot be found 26 

within the county. 27 

(2) (4) The probate judge of probate may authorize an order 28 

nunc pro tunc regarding the date to appear on the marriage license. 29 
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Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect 1 

unless all of the following bills of the 102nd Legislature are 2 

enacted into law: 3 

(a) Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4293 (request no. 4 

01334'23 *). 5 

(b) Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4294 (request no. 6 

01334'23 a *). 7 

(c) Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4296 (request no. 8 

01334'23 c *). 9 

(d) Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 4297 (request no. 10 

01334'23 d *). 11 
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SENATE BILL NO. 213 

 

A bill to amend 1968 PA 293, entitled 

"An act to establish the status of minors; to define the rights and 

duties of parents; to establish rights and duties to provide 

support for a child after the child reaches the age of majority 

under certain circumstances; and to establish the conditions for 

emancipation of minors," 

by amending sections 4 and 4e (MCL 722.4 and 722.4e), section 4 as 

amended by 1998 PA 509 and section 4e as added by 1988 PA 403. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

Sec. 4. (1) Emancipation may occur by operation of law or 1 

pursuant according to a petition filed by a minor with the family 2 

March 16, 2023, Introduced by Senators BAYER, GEISS, POLEHANKI, MCMORROW, 

CHERRY, SANTANA, IRWIN, SHINK, HERTEL, KLINEFELT, CHANG, JOHNSON and 

HUIZENGA and referred to the Committee on Civil Rights, Judiciary, and Public Safety. 
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division of circuit court as provided in this act. 1 

(2) An emancipation occurs by operation of law under any of 2 

the following circumstances: 3 

(a) When a minor is validly married. 4 

(a) (b) When a person an individual reaches the age of 18 5 

years of age. 6 

(b) (c) During the period when the minor is on active duty 7 

with the armed forces of the United States.United States Armed 8 

Forces. 9 

(c) (d) For the purposes of consenting to routine, nonsurgical 10 

medical care or emergency medical treatment to a minor, when the 11 

minor is in the custody of a law enforcement agency and the minor's 12 

parent or guardian cannot be promptly located. The minor or the 13 

minor's parent shall remain remains responsible for the cost of any 14 

medical care or treatment rendered pursuant to under this 15 

subdivision. An emancipation pursuant to under this subdivision 16 

shall end ends upon the termination of medical care or treatment or 17 

upon the minor's release from custody, whichever occurs first.  18 

(d) (e) For the purposes of consenting to his or her own 19 

preventive health care or medical care including surgery, dental 20 

care, or mental health care, except vasectomies or any procedure 21 

related to reproduction, during the period when the minor is a 22 

prisoner committed to the jurisdiction of the department of 23 

corrections and is housed in a state correctional facility operated 24 

by the department of corrections or in a youth correctional 25 

facility operated by the department of corrections or a private 26 

vendor under section 20g of the corrections code of 1953, 1953 PA 27 

232, MCL 791.220g; or the period when the minor is a probationer 28 

residing in a special alternative incarceration unit established 29 

4-14-2023 CSP & Probate Council Meeting 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 

page 43 of 98



3 

   
LTB   S01335'23 

under the special alternative incarceration act, 1988 PA 287, MCL 1 

798.11 to 798.18. This subdivision applies only if a parent or 2 

guardian of the minor cannot promptly be located by the department 3 

of corrections or, in the case of a youth correctional facility 4 

operated by a private vendor, by the responsible official of the 5 

youth correctional facility. 6 

(3) An emancipation occurs by court order pursuant to under a 7 

petition filed by a minor with the family division of circuit court 8 

as provided in sections 4a to 4e.  9 

Sec. 4e. (1) A minor emancipated by operation of law or by 10 

court order shall be considered to have has the rights and 11 

responsibilities of an adult, except for those specific 12 

constitutional and statutory age requirements regarding voting, use 13 

of alcoholic beverages, and other health and safety regulations 14 

relevant to him or her because of his or her age. A minor shall be 15 

is considered emancipated for the purposes of, but not limited to, 16 

all of the following: 17 

(a) The right to enter into enforceable contracts, including 18 

apartment leases. 19 

(b) The right to sue or be sued in his or her own name. 20 

(c) The right to retain his or her own earnings. 21 

(d) The right to establish a separate domicile. 22 

(e) The right to act autonomously, and with the rights and 23 

responsibilities of an adult, in all business relationships, 24 

including, but not limited to, property transactions and obtaining 25 

accounts for utilities, except for those estate or property matters 26 

that the court determines may require a conservator or guardian ad 27 

litem. 28 

(f) The right to earn a living, subject only to the health and 29 
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safety regulations designed to protect those under the age of 1 

majority regardless of their legal status. 2 

(g) The right to authorize his or her own preventive health 3 

care, medical care, dental care, and mental health care, without 4 

parental knowledge or liability. 5 

(h) The right to apply for a driver's driver license or other 6 

state licenses for which he or she might be eligible. 7 

(i) The right to register for school. 8 

(j) The right to marry. 9 

(j) (k) The right to apply to the medical assistance program 10 

administered under the social welfare act, Act No. 280 of the 11 

Public Acts of 1939, being sections 400.1 to 400.121 of the 12 

Michigan Compiled Laws, 1939 PA 280, MCL 400.1 to 400.119b, if 13 

needed. 14 

(k) (l) The right to apply for other welfare public assistance, 15 

including general assistance and aid to families with dependent 16 

children administered under Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, 17 

the social welfare act, 1939 PA 280, MCL 400.1 to 400.119b, if 18 

needed. 19 

(l) (m) The right, if a parent, to make decisions and give 20 

authority in caring for his or her own minor child. 21 

(m) (n) The right to make a will. 22 

(2) The parents of a minor emancipated by court order are 23 

jointly and severally obligated to support the minor. However, the 24 

The parents of a minor emancipated by court order are not liable 25 

for any debts incurred by the minor during the period of 26 

emancipation. 27 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 4301 

 

A bill to amend 1968 PA 293, entitled 

"An act to establish the status of minors; to define the rights and 

duties of parents; to establish rights and duties to provide 

support for a child after the child reaches the age of majority 

under certain circumstances; and to establish the conditions for 

emancipation of minors," 

by amending sections 4 and 4e (MCL 722.4 and 722.4e), section 4 as 

amended by 1998 PA 509 and section 4e as added by 1988 PA 403. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

Sec. 4. (1) Emancipation may occur by operation of law or 1 

pursuant according to a petition filed by a minor with the family 2 

March 16, 2023, Introduced by Reps. Young, Hope, Brixie, Hill, Grant, Breen, Byrnes, Hoskins, 

Morgan, Skaggs, Paiz, Brabec and McKinney and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
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division of circuit court as provided in this act. 1 

(2) An emancipation occurs by operation of law under any of 2 

the following circumstances: 3 

(a) When a minor is validly married. 4 

(a) (b) When a person an individual reaches the age of 18 5 

years of age. 6 

(b) (c) During the period when the minor is on active duty 7 

with the armed forces of the United States.United States Armed 8 

Forces. 9 

(c) (d) For the purposes of consenting to routine, nonsurgical 10 

medical care or emergency medical treatment to a minor, when the 11 

minor is in the custody of a law enforcement agency and the minor's 12 

parent or guardian cannot be promptly located. The minor or the 13 

minor's parent shall remain remains responsible for the cost of any 14 

medical care or treatment rendered pursuant to under this 15 

subdivision. An emancipation pursuant to under this subdivision 16 

shall end ends upon the termination of medical care or treatment or 17 

upon the minor's release from custody, whichever occurs first.  18 

(d) (e) For the purposes of consenting to his or her own 19 

preventive health care or medical care including surgery, dental 20 

care, or mental health care, except vasectomies or any procedure 21 

related to reproduction, during the period when the minor is a 22 

prisoner committed to the jurisdiction of the department of 23 

corrections and is housed in a state correctional facility operated 24 

by the department of corrections or in a youth correctional 25 

facility operated by the department of corrections or a private 26 

vendor under section 20g of the corrections code of 1953, 1953 PA 27 

232, MCL 791.220g; or the period when the minor is a probationer 28 

residing in a special alternative incarceration unit established 29 
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under the special alternative incarceration act, 1988 PA 287, MCL 1 

798.11 to 798.18. This subdivision applies only if a parent or 2 

guardian of the minor cannot promptly be located by the department 3 

of corrections or, in the case of a youth correctional facility 4 

operated by a private vendor, by the responsible official of the 5 

youth correctional facility. 6 

(3) An emancipation occurs by court order pursuant to under a 7 

petition filed by a minor with the family division of circuit court 8 

as provided in sections 4a to 4e.  9 

Sec. 4e. (1) A minor emancipated by operation of law or by 10 

court order shall be considered to have has the rights and 11 

responsibilities of an adult, except for those specific 12 

constitutional and statutory age requirements regarding voting, use 13 

of alcoholic beverages, and other health and safety regulations 14 

relevant to him or her because of his or her age. A minor shall be 15 

is considered emancipated for the purposes of, but not limited to, 16 

all of the following: 17 

(a) The right to enter into enforceable contracts, including 18 

apartment leases. 19 

(b) The right to sue or be sued in his or her own name. 20 

(c) The right to retain his or her own earnings. 21 

(d) The right to establish a separate domicile. 22 

(e) The right to act autonomously, and with the rights and 23 

responsibilities of an adult, in all business relationships, 24 

including, but not limited to, property transactions and obtaining 25 

accounts for utilities, except for those estate or property matters 26 

that the court determines may require a conservator or guardian ad 27 

litem. 28 

(f) The right to earn a living, subject only to the health and 29 
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safety regulations designed to protect those under the age of 1 

majority regardless of their legal status. 2 

(g) The right to authorize his or her own preventive health 3 

care, medical care, dental care, and mental health care, without 4 

parental knowledge or liability. 5 

(h) The right to apply for a driver's driver license or other 6 

state licenses for which he or she might be eligible. 7 

(i) The right to register for school. 8 

(j) The right to marry. 9 

(j) (k) The right to apply to the medical assistance program 10 

administered under the social welfare act, Act No. 280 of the 11 

Public Acts of 1939, being sections 400.1 to 400.121 of the 12 

Michigan Compiled Laws, 1939 PA 280, MCL 400.1 to 400.119b, if 13 

needed. 14 

(k) (l) The right to apply for other welfare public assistance, 15 

including general assistance and aid to families with dependent 16 

children administered under Act No. 280 of the Public Acts of 1939, 17 

the social welfare act, 1939 PA 280, MCL 400.1 to 400.119b, if 18 

needed. 19 

(l) (m) The right, if a parent, to make decisions and give 20 

authority in caring for his or her own minor child. 21 

(m) (n) The right to make a will. 22 

(2) The parents of a minor emancipated by court order are 23 

jointly and severally obligated to support the minor. However, the 24 

The parents of a minor emancipated by court order are not liable 25 

for any debts incurred by the minor during the period of 26 

emancipation. 27 
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
Friday, April 14, 2023 

Agenda 

I. Call to Order and Welcome (Mark Kellogg)

II. Zoom Roll Call Confirmation of Attendees (Mark Kellogg)

III. Excused Absences (Mark Kellogg)

IV. Lobbyist’s Report (Public Affairs Associates)

V. Monthly Reports:

A. Minutes of Prior Council Meeting – March (Nathan Piwowarski) –

Attachment 1

B. Chair's Report (Mark Kellogg)

C. Treasurer’s Report (Rick Mills) – Budget approval – Attachment 2

D. Committee on Special Projects (Melisa Mysliwiec)

E. Tax Committee Tax Nugget (JV Anderton)

F. Membership Committee (Angela Hentkowski)

VI. Oral Reports

VII. Written Reports

VIII. Other Business

IX. Adjournment

Reminder: The Council does not meet in May. The next Probate & Estate Planning Council 
meeting will be Friday, June 9, 2023. The Council meeting will begin (almost) immediately after the 
Committee on Special Projects meeting, which begins at 9:00 AM. To register for participation via 
Zoom, visit https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErceCoqz0iGNNpnZuXDb_TMGZql01fN14a.  
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=MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
OF THE PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION 

OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
Friday, March 10, 2023 @ 9:00 AM  

University Club of Michigan State University 
 3435 Forest Rd, Lansing, MI 48910 

and 
Remote 

Minutes 

I. Call to Order and Welcome (Mark Kellogg)
a. Chairperson Mark E. Kellogg called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM noting that the

meeting was being recorded and that the resulting recording is to be deleted once the
minutes of the meeting have been submitted by the Secretary and accepted by the
Council.

II. Zoom Roll Call Confirmation of Attendees (Mark Kellogg)
a. In Person: Mark E. Kellogg, Richard Mills, Susan Chalgian, Daniel Hilker, and Elizabeth

Siefker.
b. Remote: James P. Spica, Daniel Borst, Melisa Mysliwiec, Kenneth Silver, Christine Savage,

Michael Lichterman, Michael D. Shelton, Neal Nusholtz, Robert Tiplady, Sandra Glazier,
Nathan Piwowarski, James F. Anderton, Katie Lynwood, Marguerite Lentz, David Lentz,
Kurt Olson, Jonathan Beer, David Sprague, Christine Caswell, Charlotte Shoup, John
McFarland, Rebecca Gorbutt, Robert Tiplady, Kathleen Goetsch, Andrew Mayoras, Hon.
Shauna Dunnings, Robert Labe, Angela Hentkowski, Stephen J. Dunn, Kathleen A. Cieslik,
Rebecca Wrock, Warren Krueger, Sean Blume, Lindsey DiCesare (ICLE),  Rebecca Bechler
(Public Affairs Associates), and Andrea Neighbors (Administrative Assistant)

III. Excused Absences (Mark Kellogg)
a. Georgette E. David

IV. Lobbyist’s Report (Public Affairs Associates)
a. According to Rep. Graham Filer, there is one bill of the EPIC Omnibus bills that the

legislative service bureau has not prepared correctly, and he is hopeful that he will get it
back next week.  We are just waiting for that bill and then hopefully will move forward.
Rep. Graham Filler and Rep. Kelly Breen will co-sponsor it.

b. Rep. Kara Hope, who chairs the criminal justice committee has agreed and has put in
requests for the section’s unitrust- and power of attorney-related legislation.  She does
not have either blueback back yet.  Becky believes that there is a competing bill.

c. A meeting has been requested with Sen. Stephanie Chang, who chairs the Senate
judiciary committee, regarding powers of appointment and rules against perpetuity to
see if she could put those bills in on the Senate side.   Both the house and senate are
actively engaged in Section’s issues.

d. There will be a meeting with the attorney general’s office on March 15 to speak with
Judge Carl Marlinga who is the chair of the Elder Law Task Force in the Attorney
General’s office regarding the Uniform Power of Attorney Act.
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VI. Monthly Reports
a. Minutes of Prior Council Meeting – January (Nathan Piwowarski) –Attachment 1

i. Motion by David Sprague, second Hon. Shauna Dunnings to accept as
presented.  Approved.

b. Chair's Report (Mark Kellogg)
i. Mark is hopeful that some of the bills that have been stalled will go through.  He

is confident that we can make some progress this year.  Mark appreciates all the
time an effort put forth to get things through.

c. Treasurer’s Report (Rick Mills)
i. Suggested council member donation to Hearts & Flowers is $35.

d. Committee on Special Projects (Melisa Mysliwiec)
i. CSP did not meet.

e. Tax Committee Tax Nugget (Rob Tiplady) – Attachment 2. Rob Tiplady reviewed the
information included in Attachment 2.

f. Membership Committee (Angela Hentkowski)
i. The Section receives three complementary registrations.  Previously, the council

would give one away. Scholarship for the other two?
ii. May 18th reception.  ICLE is letting the council use a hospitality suite free of

charge for the reception. Angela moved for $2,000 to be used for the May 18
reception at the institute, seconded by David Sprague. Approved.

iii. The Council has a vendor table at the Institute. If anyone is interested in
manning the table, please contact Angela.  Otherwise, there will be some
journals on the table.

VII. Oral Reports
a. Guardianship, Conservatorship and End of Life Committee (Sandy Glazier) –

Attachment 3.  The Council reviewed the information included in Attachment 3.  Nathan
Piwowarski moved and seconded by Sandy Glazier to oppose HB 4171 and HB 4172 with
the explanation: The Section supports the goal of protecting vulnerable adults’ rights
but has concerns regarding likely unintended effects of these bills on vulnerable adults,
including a reduction of statutorily qualified persons available to serve as fiduciaries.
The Secretary recorded a vote of 22 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 not voting, and 0 abstaining,
and the Chair declared the motion carried.

VIII. Written Report Only
IX. Other Business.

a. Katie Lynwood reminded the section of the ICLE institute in Traverse City on May 18th

and in Plymouth in June. There is also an add-on session in Traverse City on May 17th

with Chris Hoyt talking about in-depth retirement asset planning.
b. Dan Hilker moved to provide discretion to the Membership Committee chair specifically

for use of section funds up to $250 per night for subsidy for a hotel for scholarship
recipients for the ACME and/or Plymouth section events, seconded by David Sprague.
Approved.

X. Adjournment
a. There being no other business before the Council, the Chairperson declared the meeting

adjourned at 10:04 AM.
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Respectfully Submitted, 

Nathan Piwowarski, Secretary 

The next Council meeting will be held on Friday, April 14, 2023. 

4-14-2023 CSP & Probate Council Meeting 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 

page 94 of 98



ATTACHMENT 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4-14-2023 CSP & Probate Council Meeting 
Probate and Estate Planning Section 

page 95 of 98



Probate and Estate Planning Section 2021-2022
Proposed Budget

1-5-00-775-0001 Fund Bal-Probate/Estate Plan 232,021.60$  

Revenue
YTD Revenue
(2022-2023)

Prior Budget
(2021-2022)

Actual
(2021-2022)

Proposed Budget
(2022-2023)

1-7-99-775-1050 Probate/Estate Planning Dues -$  110,000.00$  116,795.00$  110,000.00$  

1-7-99-775-1055 Probate/Estate Stud/Affil Dues -$  800.00$  595.00$  800.00$  

1-7-99-775-1330 Subscription to Newsletter -$  -$  -$  

1-7-99-775-1470 Publishing Agreement Account -$  200.00$  749.98$  500.00$  

1-7-99-775-1755 Pamphlet Sales Revenue -$  -$  -$  -$  

1-7-99-775-1935 Miscellaneous Revenue -$  650.00$  975.00$  650.00$  

-$  111,650.00$  119,114.98$  111,950.00$  

Expenses
Cumulative
Expenses

Prior Budget
(2020-2021)

Actual
(2020-2021)

Proposed Budget
(2022-2023)

1-9-99-775-1111 Administrative Expenses -$  10,000.00$  5,017.56$  10,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1127 Multi-Section Lobbying Group -$  36,000.00$  36,000.00$  36,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1276 Meetings -$  45,000.00$  41,767.77$  45,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1283 Seminars -$  15,000.00$  15,000.00$  15,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1297 Annual Meeting Expenses -$  1,000.00$  250.43$  1,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1493 Travel -$  12,000.00$  9,058.69$  12,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1528 Telephone -$  -$  -$  -$  

1-9-99-775-1549 Books & Subscriptions -$  -$  -$  -$  

1-9-99-775-1822 Litigation-Amicus Curiae Brief -$  25,000.00$  -$  25,000.00$  

1-9-99-775-1833 Newsletter -$  13,200.00$  13,300.00$  13,500.00$  

1-9-99-775-1868 Postage -$  150.00$  -$  500.00$  

1-9-99-775-1987 Miscellaneous -$  2,500.00$  1,826.30$  2,500.00$  

Total Expenses -$  159,850.00$  $122,220.75 160,500.00$  

Net Income -$  (48,200.00)$  (3,105.77)$  (48,550.00)$  

General Fund plus Net Income (Running Total) 232,021.60$  183,471.60$  

Carry-Over Fund Balance from 2020-2021

Total Revenue
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Probate and Estate Planning Section: 2022-2023
Treasurer's Monthly Activity Report

Carry Over Balance
1-5-00-775-0001 Fund Bal-Probate/Estate Plan 232,021.60$            

Revenue January 2023
YTD Revenue
(2022-2023)

Budget 
(2022-2023)

1-7-99-775-1050 Probate/Estate Planning Dues 3,675.00$       114,380.00$       -$  
1-7-99-775-1055 Probate/Estate Stud/Affil Dues -$                 455.00$               -$  
1-7-99-775-1330 Subscription to Newsletter -$                 -$  -$  
1-7-99-775-1470 Publishing Agreement Account -$                 -$  -$  
1-7-99-775-1755 Pamphlet Sales Revenue -$                 -$  -$  
1-7-99-775-1935 Miscellaneous Revenue -$                 325.00$               -$  

3,675.00$       115,160.00$       -$  

Expenses January 2022
Cumulative
Expenses

Budget 
(2022- 2023)

1-9-99-775-1111 Administrative Expenses -$                 -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1127 Multi-Section Lobbying Group 3,000.00$       12,000.00$         -$  
1-9-99-775-1276 Meetings 2,091.72$       11,223.28$         -$  
1-9-99-775-1283 Seminars -$                 -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1297 Annual Meeting Expenses -$                 -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1493 Travel 805.78$           2,858.89$            -$  
1-9-99-775-1822 Litigation-Amicus Curiae Brief -$                 -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1833 Newsletter -$                 -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1868 Postage -$                 -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1987 Miscellaneous -$                 2,500.00$            -$  

Total Expenses 5,897.50$       28,582.17$         -$  

Net Income (2,222.50)$      86,577.83$         -$  
General Fund plus Net Income (Running Total) 318,599.43$   318,599.43$       -$  

Carry Over Balance January 2023
-$  85.00$             

70.00$             
-$                 

120.00$           Total Fund

Total Revenue

Carry-Over Fund Balance from 2019-2020

Beginning Deposit Fund Balance 
Revenue

Hearts and Flowers Fund Carry Over Balance

Withdrawls 

Page 1
4-14-2023 CSP & Probate Council Meeting 

Probate and Estate Planning Section 
page 97 of 98



Probate and Estate Planning Section: 2022-2023
Treasurer's Monthly Activity Report

Carry Over Balance
1-5-00-775-0001 Fund Bal-Probate/Estate Plan 232,021.60$            

Revenue February 2023
YTD Revenue
(2022-2023)

Budget 
(2022-2023)

1-7-99-775-1050 Probate/Estate Planning Dues 840.00$            115,220.00$       -$  
1-7-99-775-1055 Probate/Estate Stud/Affil Dues -$  455.00$               -$  
1-7-99-775-1330 Subscription to Newsletter -$  -$  -$  
1-7-99-775-1470 Publishing Agreement Account -$  -$  -$  
1-7-99-775-1755 Pamphlet Sales Revenue -$  -$  -$  
1-7-99-775-1935 Miscellaneous Revenue -$  325.00$               -$  

840.00$            116,000.00$       -$  

Expenses February 2022
Cumulative
Expenses

Budget 
(2022- 2023)

1-9-99-775-1111 Administrative Expenses -$  -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1127 Multi-Section Lobbying Group 3,000.00$        15,000.00$         -$  
1-9-99-775-1276 Meetings 915.00$            12,138.28$         -$  
1-9-99-775-1283 Seminars -$  -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1297 Annual Meeting Expenses -$  -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1493 Travel -$  2,858.89$            -$  
1-9-99-775-1822 Litigation-Amicus Curiae Brief -$  -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1833 Newsletter 4,400.00$        4,400.00$            -$  
1-9-99-775-1868 Postage -$  -$  -$  
1-9-99-775-1987 Miscellaneous 2,500.00$            -$  

Total Expenses 8,315.00$        36,897.17$         -$  

Net Income (7,475.00)$       79,102.83$         -$  
General Fund plus Net Income (Running Total) 311,124.43$    311,124.43$       -$  

Carry Over Balance February 2023
-$  155.00$            

1,795.14$        
100.00$            

1,850.14$        Total Fund

Total Revenue

Carry-Over Fund Balance from 2019-2020

Beginning Deposit Fund Balance 
Revenue

Hearts and Flowers Fund Carry Over Balance

Withdrawls 
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