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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
OF THE PROBATE AND ESTATE PLANNING SECTION 

OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
Friday, June 10, 2022 @ 9:30 AM  

 
University Club of Michigan State University 

 3435 Forest Rd, Lansing, MI 48910 
and 

Remote 
 

Minutes 
I. Call to order and Welcome: Chairperson David Skidmore called the meeting to order at 
9:30 AM noting that the meeting was being recorded and that the resulting recording is to be 
deleted once the minutes of the meeting have been submitted by the Secretary and accepted by the 
Council. 

II. Attendees 

A. The following officers and members of the Council were “present” either in person at 

the University Club of Michigan State University or by remote via Zoom: 

 
1. David L.J.M Skidmore, Chairperson   
2. Mark E. Kellogg, Chairperson Elect 
3. James P. Spica, Vice-Chairperson 
4. Katie Lynwood, Secretary 
5. Nathan Piwowarski, Treasurer 
6. David Sprague 
7. Daniel S. Hilker 
8. Christine M. Savage 
9. Angela M. Hentkowski 
10. Kurt A. Olson 
11. Nazneen Hasan 
12. Melisa M.W. Mysliwiec 
13. Robert B. Labe 
14. Rebecca K. Wrock 
15. Hon. Shauna L. Dunnings 
16. Andrew W. Mayoras 
17. James F. Anderton 
18.  Sandra D. Glazier 
19. Georgette E. David 

 

B. It was noted that a quorum was “present.”  
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C. Others “present” either in person at the University Club in East Lansing or by remote 

via Zoom:  

David P. Lucas 
Christine Caswell 
Daniel W. Borst 
James B. Steward 
Jonathan Beer 
Karen S. Willard 
Rebecca Gorbutt 
Alex Mallory 
Elizabeth Siefker 
Susan L. Chalgian 
Trevor Weston 
Marguerite Munson Lentz 
David Lentz 
Michael Lichterman 
Michael D. Shelton 
Kathleen A. Cieslik 
Gabrielle Lawrence 
Elizabeth S. Graziano 
Andrea Neighbors (Administrative Assistant) 

III. Excused Absences: Kenneth F. Silver, Neal Nusholtz, Richard C. Mills, and Warren 

Krueger III. 

IV. Lobbyist’s Report (Public Affairs Associates): Becky Bechler reported that: 

A. The EPIC bills moved out of House Judiciary and are on the House floor. The House 

will begin to move them through the chamber starting next week on second reading. 

B. Bills 4618 and 4619 for the Qualified Disposition and Trust Act and the Delaware Tax 

Trap Act are both coming up in committee.   

C. Remote Witnessing and Notary bills will be coming up in House Judiciary next week.  

Howard Collens will be offering testimony.  

D. Vehicle Transfer on Death package is ready to be introduced after a final review by the 

section.   

E. A bill request is in for Senator Wozniak on the Standalone Unitrust Act. The draft is 

expected any day.   

V.  Monthly Reports 

A. Minutes of Prior Council Meeting: David Sprague motioned to accept the minutes of 
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the April Council meeting (Attachment 1 to the 6/10/2022 Council meeting materials) 

with the revision of Kathleen A. Cieslik’s name and was seconded by J.V. Anderton 

whereupon a voice vote was taken, and the minutes were accepted without objection. 

B. Chairperson’s Report: David Skidmore reported that: 

1. The Secretary of State’s office published a directive that a notary could not 

simultaneously serve as a witness on a legal document which would have imposed 

a hardship particularly on solo practitioners and small law firms.  Included in the 

6/10/2022 materials as Attachment 2 is the letter that David sent to the Secretary of 

State asking that they reconsider their position and they did reconsider. They will 

be producing corrected materials.   

2. David received an email from the State Bar regarding the Solace program 

(Attachment 3 to the 6/10/2022 meeting materials).  The Solace program through 

the State Bar provides an opportunity for attorneys to provide assistance to other 

attorneys.  The email asked if the Probate Council will be a partner with the Solace 

Program.  Motion was made by J.V. Anderton and seconded by Melisa Mysliwiec 

to post on the section’s listserv that the Solace program is an option with a direction 

on where an individual could sign up for the program if they so choose whereupon 

a voice vote was taken, and the Chair declared that the motion carried. 

3. David received an email from The National Association of Women Judges.  They 

are holding the 44th Annual Conference in Detroit in October of this year.  The 

section was asked to be a sponsor.  The suggested sponsorship amounts are 

$25,000; $10,000; $5,000; $2,500; or $1,000.  A motion was made by Dan Hilker 

and supported by David Sprague to make a donation of $2,500 to The National 

Association of Women Judges 44th Annual Conference and offer whatever benefits 

that come with the donation to one of the Michigan female probate judges.  A voice 

vote was taken, and the Chair declared that the motion carried, without objection. 

Judge Dunnings abstained from the vote.  

 

C. Committee on Special Projects (CSP): Melisa M. W. Mysliwiec reported that: 
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CSP held a discussion and took a straw poll as to whether there was a preference to 

move meetings to Fridays or continue with our current hybrid Friday/Saturday 

schedule.  The majority were in favor of moving meetings to Friday, although there 

were a couple in opposition and a number of abstentions as well.  19 yes for Fridays; 

2 no to moving from hybrid; 10 abstained.  

Melisa motioned and was seconded by Christine Savage and David Sprague that 

the council meetings be moved to all Fridays, with the exception of the meeting 

following the annual Chair’s dinner.  That meeting has historically been held the 

Saturday morning after the Friday night Chair’s dinner. The Secretary recorded a 

vote of 15 in favor, 3 opposed, 3 not voting, and 2 abstaining, and the Chair declared 

the motion carried. 

D. Amicus Committee (Andy Mayoras) – Discussion of Michigan Supreme Court Amicus 

invitation for: Cindy Schaaf, Colleen M. Fryer, and Gwen Mason v. Charlene Forbes. 

No attendees were required to leave the room due to a conflict of interest.  

Andy Mayoras motioned, and Jim Spica seconded, that the section should file an 

amicus brief and, in its brief, should take the position that the circuit court was 

vested with Subject Matter Jurisdiction of the complaint, which sought a 

determination of interests in the subject property and partition, under MCL 

700.1302 and 1303.  The Secretary recorded a vote of 15 in favor, 1 opposed, 7 not 

voting, and 0 abstaining and the Chair declared the motion carried.   

Andy Mayoras motioned, and David Sprague seconded that in its amicus brief, the 

section should take the position that Michigan law does not allow a trust to hold 

real property Joint Tenants with Right of Survivorship (JTWROS) because a trust 

is not a natural person or entity and cannot hold property at all.  A trustee can hold 

real property JTWROS if there is a specified measuring life in the deed and that life 

is measured by the lifetime of a natural person, not an entity or trust.  The Section 

cannot answer this question with analyzing the deeds themselves, but if the deeds 

were clear that the real property was held JTWROS by a trustee with a measuring 
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life specified that is a natural person, then they could be valid.  The Secretary 

recorded a vote of 15 in favor, 0 opposed, 7 not voting, and 1 abstaining, and the 

Chair declared the motion carried. 

On behalf of the Amicus Committee, Andy Mayoras motioned to appoint Trevor 

Weston as the author of the brief as consistent with the public policy position taken 

during the meeting.  A voice vote was taken, and all were in favor, with no 

objections, and the Chair declared that the motion carried.  

E. Amicus Committee (Andy Mayoras) – Discussion of Michigan Supreme Court Amicus 
invitation for: In re Joseph and Sally Grablick Trust  

On behalf of the Amicus Committee Andy Mayoras motioned for a public policy 

vote consistent with the committee’s recommendation, that the section should file 

a brief and take the position that a divorce terminates a relationship by affinity 

under MCL 700.2806(e) resulting in the revocation of a disposition or appointment 

created in a governing instrument. The Secretary recorded a vote of 16 in favor, 0 

opposed, 7 not voting, and 0 abstaining, and the Chair declared the motion carried. 

Andy Mayoras motioned that Angela Hentkowski author the brief for the section.  

A voice vote was taken, and all were in favor with no objections, and the Chair 

declared that the motion carried.  

F. Legislative report re: Omnibus: Nathan Piwowarski discussed HB 4898 sub H-1, HB 

4899, HB 4900 and HB 4901 

Nathan Piwowarski motioned, and Jim Spica supported that the council adopt a 

public policy position in favor of HB 4898 substitute H-1, HB 4899, HB 4900 and 

HB 4901.  The Secretary recorded a vote of 17 in favor, 0 opposed, 5 not voting, 

and 1 abstaining, and the Chair declared the motion carried. 

G. Nominating Committee (Meg Lentz) 

The committee nominates the following for officers: 
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James Spica, Chairperson Elect 
Katie Lynwood, Vice Chair 
Nathan Piwowarski, Secretary 
Richard Mills, Treasurer 
 
The committee nominates the following for a second three-year term: 
Andrew Mayoras 
Kenneth Silver 
 
The committee nominates the following for an initial three-year term: 
Daniel Borst 
Susan Chalgian  
Hon. Shawna Dunnings 
Michael Shelton 

H. Uniform Power of Attorney Act Committee (Christine Savage) 

On behalf of the Uniform Power of Attorney Act Committee, Christine Savage 

motioned for a public policy vote for the council to support the submission of the 

Uniform Power of Attorney Act, as revised by the committee, to the legislative 

process in an effort to receive legislative support for its enactment. The committee 

is also asking for authority to make technical and non-substantive amendments to 

the act.  The Secretary recorded a vote of 13 in favor, 1 opposed, 8 not voting, and 

1 abstaining, and the Chair declared the motion carried.  

I. Tax Committee Tax Nugget (Robert Labe)  

Rob gave an oral report and indicated that he would provide a written summary at a 

later date.  

VIII.  Adjournment: There being no other business before the Council, the Chairperson declared 

the meeting adjourned at 12:40 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Katie Lynwood, Secretary 

The next Council meeting will be held on Friday, September 9, 2022.  
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