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Presenter Biographies

Moderator
Michael S. Leib.  Mr. Leib is a mediator with Leib ADR LLC in West Bloomfield and devotes his time 
to the mediation of business disputes including bankruptcy disputes and participation on the Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution Section Council of the State Bar of Michigan, as well as on the Debtor Creditor 
Committee of the Business Law Section. He has been an active participant in trial skills education, hav-
ing written several articles and been a faculty member of ICLE Trial Skills workshops, Federal Bar Asso-
ciation presentations, and ABI workshops. Mr. Leib retired as a business trial lawyer in 2014 after many 
years as a shareholder at Maddin, Hauser, Roth & Heller, PC. His practice was divided between litigation 

in the bankruptcy court and business litigation in the state and federal courts. Mr. Leib has been listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America and SuperLawyers, and is AV-rated by Martindale-Hubbell. He received his B.A. from Kalamazoo College and 
his M.M. from the University of Montana, and his J.D. from Wayne State University Law School.

Panel
Kathleen L. Bogas. Kathleen is a partner at Bogas & Koncius P.C. specializing in all areas of plaintiffs’ 
employment law. She is a past president of the Michigan Association for Justice and past president of the 
National Employment Lawyers Association. She is past chairperson of the Negligence Section Council and 
currently is co-chair of the Judicial Qualifications Committee of the State Bar of Michigan. Ms. Bogas has 
been inducted into the American College of Trial Lawyers and is also a member of the College of Labor 
and Employment Lawyers and the American Board of Trial Advocates. She has been awarded the Respected 
Advocate Award from the Michigan Defense Trial Counsel, the Jean Ledweth King Leadership Award from 

the Women Lawyers Association of Michigan, the Earl Cline Award for Excellence from the Negligence Section of the State 
Bar of Michigan, and the Champion of Justice Award from the State Bar of Michigan. She has been listed in the Best Lawyers 
in America since 1989. Ms. Bogas is one of the editors of Employment Litigation in Michigan, has written numerous articles and 
given presentations in all areas of employment and trial law.

Aaron Burrell. Mr. Burrell is a business lawyer and member of Dickinson Wright, PLLC in Detroit, 
Michigan.  He focuses his practice in the areas of complex commercial litigation, labor and employment 
law, appellate law, and minority business enterprises. As a member of the firm’s labor and employment 
practice, he has successfully defended clients in a wide range of discrimination and unfair labor practice 
claims in state and federal court, as well as before the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
the Michigan Department of Civil Rights, and the National Labor Relations Board. Mr. Burrell has also 
counseled clients on all aspects of the employment relationship including hiring, discipline, and the creation 

and enforcement of employment and separation agreements. Mr. Burrell is a member of the Board of Commissioners of 
the State Bar of Michigan, as well as an officer on its Representative Assembly.  He is a member of the Board of Directors of 
Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School and the Oakland County Bar Association; a past president of 
the D. Augustus Straker Bar Association; a foundation fellow of both the American Bar Foundation and the Oakland County 
Bar Foundation; a past affiliate representative of the National Bar Association; and he previously co-chaired the State Bar of 
Michigan’s Equal Access Initiative. He has been named an Up and Coming Lawyer by Michigan Lawyers Weekly and a Rising 
Star by Michigan Super Lawyers. Mr. Burrell is an active member of the Detroit Metropolitan Bar Association, the Wolverine 
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Bar Association, and the American Bar Association. Mr. Burrell is the author of the “Commercial Torts” chapter of Torts: 
Michigan Law and Practice (ICLE 2016), a contributor to Employment Discrimination Law (BNA, 2015), and a co-author of 
the Michigan Class Action Compendium (Defense Research Institute). Mr. Burrell earned his bachelor of arts with Distinction, 
from the University of Michigan; his juris doctor, Magna Cum Laude, from the Western Michigan University Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School; and his master of science in administration from Central Michigan University.

David Kotzian. David is a shareholder with Gasiorek, Morgan, Greco, McCauley and Kotzian specializ-
ing in employment rights litigation, arbitration, and mediation.  He received his B.A., J.D. and Ph.D. in 
economics from the University of Michigan.  He has been selected for the Best Lawyers in America, the 
College of Labor and Employment Lawyers, and the American Board of Trial Advocates, and has served as 
an arbitrator and mediator in hundreds of cases.
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