
MINUTES - FAMILY LAW COUNCIL, FAMILY LAW SECTION

Date: November 5, 2011

Place: Weber’s Inn, Ann Arbor, MI

Attendance:

" Council Members Present: Anne Argiroff, Elizabeth Bransdorfer, Carol
Breitmeyer, Neil Colman, Richard Halloran Chris Harrington, James
Harrington, III, Elizabeth Kitchen-Troop, Matthew Kobliska, Donna Mobilia,
Toni Raheem, Traci  Rink, Kristen Robinson, Rebecca Shiemke, Ross
Stancati, Connie Thacker, Gail Towne, Stacy Van Dyken, Kent Weichmann

" Absent: Steve Reinheimer, Erika Salerno
" Guests: Sean Myers, Katherine Sharkey, Trish Haas, Barbara Kelly, Bob

Treat, Pat Ouellette, William Berlin, Matthew Smith, Lisa Geherin, Bill
Kandler

I. Administrative Matters

A. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at approximately 9:30 AM.

B. Chair’s Report: Connie Thacker
! ICLE update
! Update re: Property legislation re: 4472 and 4473; next couple

of weeks we will have a new draft to work on.  Concerns in
discussions regarding the lack of availability of the drafts.  Also
concerned that it will be very objectionable.  We need to be
ready to get to work and be able to spring into action when
new bill is presented

! Motion for $1,000 to subsidize Referee’s annual meeting.  This
was approved but we took no count

C. Treasurer:   No audited statements for our review.  

D. Recording Secretary:   Motion to approve October 2011 minutes. 
Approved unanimously

II. Standing Committee Reports:

A. Legislation.  Kent Weichmann
! SB 545: Proposal for divorce affects program on children and

questionnaire.  Legislature doesn’t like this.  Recommend counsel
oppose.  Moved. Recommendation adopted (19-0)

! SB 546: Eight day extension for 20-28 except if you had pre-marriage
education 4 hous committee.  Recommend counsel approves/moved. 
19 approve recommendation. 1 opposed.

! SB 549: Recommend opposed.  Moved.  19 support recommendation
to oppose; no one opposes recommendation

! SB 135: Abortion waiver for minor change.  Significant change, makes
much harder for minor to obtain an abortion.  Judge Halloran said a
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point was made that the bill’s entitlement includes the following: 
(“restoration of parental rights act”) works very well and needs no
change.  Judge Halloran explained the current law.  19 approve
recommendation to oppose unanimous.

! SB 4844: Domestic violence lien issue.  This bill proposes that all
PPOs go on public website.  Recommend counsel oppose.  19 agree
to oppose.

B. Court Rules.  Carol Breitmeyer.
! Discussion of Supreme Court Orders:

A. Amendment of Rule 7.201.  This amendment would
require trial courts to hold exhibits until appeal period expires and the
trial court would deliver to Court of Appeals if appeal is taken.  We
liked it, but figure the court’s will hate it.

B. Amendment to Rule 3.211.  To delete the requirement
that the Supreme Court approve the USO and instead just the SCAO
will prepare revisions as with other forms.
We were not sure if the loss of oversight by the Supreme Court is
good or bad.
For both A & B, we determined to wait thirty (30) more days (comment
period expires January 1, 2012) and decide about our position at that
time.

! Sexual relationships with clients.  Nothing is happening on this at
state level, ethics committee level or the state bar.  Shelved for now.

C. Adoption.  No report.

D. Alternative Dispute Resolution.  Set up four subcommittees:
! Develop ADR descriptive sheet
! More in depth ADR tool
! Make film for dispute resolution
! Educate judges for ADR

E. Alternative Family.  No report.

F. Amicus.  Ann discussed delineation on Court of Appeals - resources issue
discuss

G. Annual Meeting.  No report.

H. CLE/ICLE.  Family Law Institute - 468 are registered

I. Domestic Violence.  Bill Kandler discussed domestic violence and
parenting plans.  Discussed the possibility of putting together a parenting
time plan

J. Family Court Forum.  Working away...on how CPS complaints intersect
with practicing family law

K. Family Law Journal.  No report. 

L. Family Support.  No report.

M. Membership/Mentor Roundtables.  Liz S. No report.
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N. Midwinter/Midsummer Seminars.    Co-Chair Traci Rink explained that
Judith O’Donnell needs a $7,600 refundable deposit on the “Bitter End Yacht
Club” the 2013 midwinter venue.  A motion was made to  make such a
deposit:  one  opposition to paying this deposit with 18 approvals.

O. Political Action Committee.   Neil Colman.  Contributions are down
from last year

P. QDRO/Taxation.  Bob Treat.  Pro bono initiative for drafting QDROs. 
They have drafter-volunteers.  Going very well.  EDRO Act needs
amendment.  They are working on it.

Q. Technology.  No report.

III. Ad Hoc Committees

A. Resource Allocation Committee.  No report.

B. Parenting Coordination.  Dick Halloran.  Judge Halloran still trying to get
MJA on board.  Asking Bill to seek sponsor for the parenting coordinate
statute in legislation.  Motion for same. [16 approve; 2 oppose]

C. Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee.  No report.

IV. New Business.  No report

V. Old Business.  Ross Stancati.  He and Erica drafted letter to find out if there is
legal aid available.  One response so far.  They sent it all across state.

Announcements:
! Christmas
! Judge Halloran’s: December 2 , Ann Arbornd

! Christmas Concert: December 10 , Farmingtonth

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  Next Meeting: Saturday December 5, 2011 at Weber’s
Inn, Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Breakfast is available at 9:00 a.m. and meeting at 9:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

                                                                    
Carol F. Breitmeyer
Recording Secretary

DATED: November 30, 2011
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