






 

 

  

COMMITTEE: Adoption Sub-Committee  

COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Dion E. Roddy

° Tel No.    (313) 278-8779  

° Email:  dion@michigan-adoptions.com 

ACTIVE MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE:   

Dion Roddy
Joanne Lax
Teri Rosenzweig
Mary Conklin
Donna Medina
Ken Rathert
Jen Grahek
Melissa Neckers

Chantal Wentworth-Mullin
Jane Sylvester
Laura Morris
Keela Gracey
Lauran Howard
Liisa Speaker
Mark Pellecchia

DATE:  May 31, 2017  

DATES of COMMITTEE MEETINGS:_3rd Thursday of every odd month________________

SIGNIFICANT COMMITTEE ACTIONS/ACCOMPLISHMENTS : Advising the Family Law 
Section on adoption matters; review proposed legislation, as well as proposing new 
legislation and amendments to existing legislation; filing of amicus brief by a coalition of 
individual members (not sanctioned by the Family Law Section and independent of the sub-
committee) in appeal cases regarding approval of fees in adoption; election of new 
chairperson Dion E. Roddy with the departure of former chairperson Stephanie Benedict; 
farewell to former chairperson and long-time active member Herbert Brail as he retires from 
the practice of law. 

PENDING COMMITTEE MATTERS: Proposed amended language to MCL 710.55 and 
MCL 750.136c; commenting on proposed SCAO forms; proposed communications with 
adoption departments statewide regarding hearings on out-of-court consents. 

SIGNIFICANT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS: Proposed amended language to MCL 
710.55 and MCL 750.136c to protect attorneys representing and advising clients in court-
supervised adoptions 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON (USE 2
ND

 PAGE IF NECESSARY):  
None. 
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By:  _____/s/ Dion E. Roddy___________________  
Dion E. Roddy 

Date: ____May 31, 2017______________________  










































