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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ARTS, COMMUNICATIONS, ENTERTAINMENT & SPORTS (ACES) SECTION 

MINUTES OF MARCH 2, 2011 COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT FOSTER, SWIFT, COLLINS & SMITH, P.C.  

Farmington Hills, MI 
_________________________________________________ 

 
A meeting of the Arts, Communications, Entertainment & Sports (ACES) 

Council was held at the office of Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith, P.C. in 

Farmington Hills, Michigan on Wednesday March 2, 2011 at 5:30 p.m., pursuant 

to notice duly given. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 p.m. by the Chairman, John 

Kamins.  Present at the meeting were the following: Chairman, John Kamins; 

Secretary, Thomas Doty; Treasurer, Todd Redden; and Council member Rick 

Herman.  Council members attending via the conference call speakerphone were 

Daniel Matson Jeffrey Richardson, Kim Ward and Henry Clay. 

The Chairman presented the Agenda.  He noted that the minutes of the 

previous meeting of the Council had been distributed by email.  A quorum in the 

room was not present at the convening of this meeting and accordingly the voting 

to approve the past minutes was deferred until the next meeting. 

The Chairman discussed the need for an ACES networking social event 

and proposed the last week of April for it. Suggested locations included the 

Whitney and Big Buck restaurants in Detroit and Birmingham, respectively.   

Kim Ward reported on an upcoming non-affiliated social event on 

March 24 from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m., involving the law students of Wayne State 

University Law School Entertainment and Sports Law, to be held at Woodbridge 

Pub.  Law students from other law schools have also been invited.  ACES 
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members are encouraged to attend and network. A disclaimer that it is “non-

ACES supported" will be sent from Kim Ward.  Anna Heinl, a third-year law 

student, was involved with the coordination between the Wayne State campus 

and other law schools. 

Discussion transitioned to the attendance at ACES events of law school 

students, distinguishing between attendance of general meetings and events and 

Council meetings.  The most recent general meeting was the Hensel Award 

ceremony in Fall 2010.  The Council clarified that for any ACES general meeting, 

all law students are encouraged to attend.  Only Council meetings are reserved 

for ACES members.  

The upcoming May ICLE/ACES seminar was discussed as another 

opportunity for the “open door” policy to law students. 

Thursday, May 5, 2011, was chosen as the date for the next ACES social 

event. 

Rick Herman commented on his collaboration with Matt Bower in the 

upper geographical area of Michigan in connection with the proposed "Lawyers 

for the Creative Economy" initiative. Sectionwide general meetings or events 

have not successfully involved the upper regions of Michigan due to distance.  

Rick proposed that the events should be moved around the state.  John Kamins 

opined that the section is unique with an eclectic membership and not a 

dedicated single practice.  John proposed this should become a year of outreach 

to all regions including Detroit Metro, Lansing, Petoskey and other points in the 

state.  Another social event could be proposed for June in an outreach location. 
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Rick Herman explained that he and Matt Bower went to Interlochen and 

presented to seven different groups of art students and the following day went to 

Harbor Springs and met with Liz Ahrens, executive director of the Crooked Tree 

Arts organization and a board member of ArtServe Michigan who is involved with 

the developing Lawyers for the Creative Economy (LCE) initiative.  Rick 

proposed that they present a “business for the artist” type of seminar. LCE and 

ACES could be affiliates for this type of event and join the upper Michigan region 

with the lower Michigan ACES group.  A specific date has not been set. The 

Chairman was supportive of the concept.  Rick proposed several of these types 

of events as a regional outreach mechanism.  

Jeff Richardson praised the conferences of Rick Herman and Matt Bower 

and recommended that ACES be affiliated with their upcoming events.  Rick 

Herman discussed that no financial commitment would be required from ACES. 

The Chairman requested that the meeting should deviate from the agenda 

and focus now on discussing the outreach and social event planning.  

Todd Redden discussed the need to review the ACES membership by 

regional composition.  Rick Herman suggested we get a complete membership 

list for review from the State Bar to review membership demographics.   Tom 

Doty remarked on the practice or legal support demographics based on interest. 

(Henry Clay then joined via speakerphone approximately 38 minutes into 

the meeting.)  

The Chairman proposed that the May 5 social event run from 5:30 to 8:00 

p.m.  Henry Clay proposed an "open mike/forum” showcasing the art talent of the 
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members.  Todd Redden suggested a location on Woodward.  The Chairman 

offered the leadership of this event to Henry, who suggested the location of Cliff 

Bell’s on Park Avenue, west of Woodward in downtown Detroit. 

Rick Herman discussed the upcoming ICLE/ACES seminar on May 10 to 

be presented by ACES on evolving issues in social networking, at which he and 

John Kamins will be presenting, with Larry Jordan as the liaison to ICLE.  Rick 

discussed Council attendance at these types of events.  Rick solicited proactive 

ideas to increase attendance for this event, including law students and the Young 

Lawyers section of the State Bar.  A discussion ensued and additional 

networking areas to increase attendance suggested were the State Bar's 

intellectual property and business sections, and possibly reaching out to the 

Association of Corporate Counsel.  Rick Herman also discussed identifying the 

business community as possible attendees.  Henry Clay discussed the current 

international impact of social networking. 

The Chairman recapped key points regarding the May 5 social event, the 

Herman / Bower northern Michigan events, and Kim Ward’s young lawyers 

involvement. 

Due to time restrictions, the newsletter was not addressed in depth, but 

Henry Clay advised the prototype would be posted on the web. 

Len Charla and Tom Anderson sent notice that the ACES themed 

Michigan Bar Journal issue would be published in the second or third quarter of 

2012. 

Treasurer Todd Redden gave a financial report that, as of 1/31/2011, 
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ACES revenue was $316.00 with $6,703.00 expenses, of which $3,025.83, were 

mostly related to the Hensel Award event, for an ending ACES fund balance of 

$11,600.84.  Rick Herman suggested that there be a discussion at the next 

meeting regarding marketing the section to the State Bar membership to bring in 

new bar dues by increasing our section membership. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, the meeting 

was adjourned by the Chair at 6:39 p.m.  

    
Thomas N. Doty    Dated 06/29/2011 
Secretary 
 
 

 


