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View From the Chair
of the Labor and Employment Law Section

Message from our Chair, Keith Brodie
 
As we head into the heart of the summer season, your Labor & Employment
Council continues to work diligently to provide members relevant and timely
programing.

On May 12, the Council sponsored its most recent Zoominar, “Post Pandemic
Return to the Workplace” allowing Section members the opportunity to access
timely programing remotely. The featured speakers were Sharon Rennert, EEOC
Senior Attorney Advisor, Damien Cotton, Cotton Law Center, and Antoinette Star
Porter, DT Midstream Director of Human Resources and Chief Diversity Officer.
The panel provided timely perspectives and discussions on applicable
regulations, policies and best practices related to remote work. Ms. Rennert
provided EEOC’s perspective on remote telework and the application of the



ADA’s “reasonable accommodation” requirements, including an informative slide
deck. More than fifty Section members participated. We are very grateful for our
panelists and the Council Subcommittee who sponsored this event. Please look
for announcements for future Zoominar type opportunities sponsored by the
Council for August and October, as the Council continues to plan for remote, and
live, learning opportunities. And, if you have ideas for programming, please share.

In addition to programing, this year the Council is focused on extending our
outreach and our ability to connect with each other. One of these initiatives is to
update and reinvigorate our social media presence on a number of platforms,
including this E- Newsletter; Linkedln; Facebook and Twitter. We hope you will
join us in posting to these platforms once they are up and running, and stay tuned
for future announcements regarding this initiative. This is just one more way we
can all stay connected, even with busy schedules or the most recent surges
associated with the pandemic. The Council continues to believe that its ability to
maintain outreach with and between Section members, while also providing
meaningful education and other opportunities to interact is central to our core
mission.

In pursuit of this mission, the Council is mentoring lawyers who are new to the
practice of Labor and Employment law, or new to the legal profession altogether.
We do this through our Mentorship Program which is in its second year. This
year, the Council has aligned eleven experienced mentors with eleven lawyers
who are new to the Labor and Employment law practice. Through the program
Mentees regularly connect with their mentors for advice on case preparation,
practice management, and everything it means to become a successful labor and
employment practitioner in an ever-changing legal profession. The Council is
proud to sponsor such opportunities, and if there a people interested in
participating in next year's program either as a Mentor or Mentee please contact
either John Runyan jrunyan@michlabor.legal or Jennifer McManus
jmcmanus@faganlawpc.com who lead the program.

Somewhat related, the Council is exploring ways to restart its pre-pandemic
outreach and to create a young lawyers component that will allow younger
practitioners to participate in Council sponsored initiatives, events and to provide
additional opportunities for younger lawyers in our practice area to get introduced,
network and get to know each other better. We hope to schedule a social event
directed at young lawyers before the year is out as another one of our outreach
initiatives. If you are interested in such programing or participation, please contact
me at keith.brodie@btlaw.com.

We also have several other exciting events coming up which we want to draw
your attention to, including: our annual Springboard Event that will be held on July
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14 at the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham. Judges from around the state will
participate and share their unique perspectives on developments in Labor and
Employment litigation and practicing before the courts in a post-pandemic world.
We look forward to excellent participation, good conversation and sharing, and a
post-even cocktail hour. And, if you are not able to attend the Springboard event,
please consider getting together with Council Members and other L&E
practitioners in Downtown Detroit on July 21 to enjoy appetizers, drinks and
comradery at Detroit Shipping. We hope to see you there!

Details about all these and all upcoming Council events will be shared via email
and our new social media presence soon, so stay tuned.

In closing, I hope everyone has an enjoyable summer, and we look forward to
connecting with you at some of this summer’s Council-sponsored events.

Join Judges in Springboard Discussion of Employment Litigation Post-
Pandemic!

Register Now!
The State Bar of Michigan Labor & Employment Law Section is excited to
announce that it will be hosting its annual Springboard event on Thursday, July
14, 2022, at The Townsend Hotel in downtown Birmingham. This year’s event,
From the Bench: Judges Discuss Litigating Employment Cases in a Post-
pandemic Environment, will feature judges and magistrate judges who will offer
their perspectives on how Covid-19 and the pandemic may have forever altered
our judicial system.

Featured confirmed speakers include: Chief Judge Sean F. Cox (US Eastern
District Court), Judge Nancy Edmunds (US Eastern District Court), Executive
Magistrate Judge David Grand (US Eastern District Court), Magistrate Judge
Jonathan Grey (US Eastern District Court), Judge David Groner (Wayne County
Circuit Court), Judge Carol Kuhnke (Washtenaw County Circuit Court), Judge
Victoria Roberts (US Eastern District Court), and Judge Joseph Toia (Macomb
County Circuit Court).

This seminar portion of the program will consist of three 30-minute roundtable
sessions which will allow participants to engage judges and magistrate judges in
a discussion on important topics involving labor and employment law cases,
including practice pointers for litigating in a post-pandemic environment. The
judges will offer their perspectives on a myriad of topics, like whether and to what
extent it will continue to utilize platforms like Zoom to conduct hearings and
conferences.

https://connect.michbar.org/laborlaw/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=e9e56442-06f6-4310-9b28-c001457c2469&CommunityKey=78301d39-39c8-45fd-b383-e397dc4f796a&Home=%2fevents%2fcalendar


Registration for the event will start at 4:00 pm. The program will start at 4:30 pm,
and will be followed by a reception with cocktails and heavy hors d’oeuvres.
Complimentary valet parking is available. The Townsend Hotel is located at 100
Townsend Street, Birmingham, Michigan 48009.

Register By Clicking this Link!

LELS Represents at 47th Annual ICLE Labor & Employment Law Institute!

On April 19 & 20, employment, labor and human resource practitioners came from
far and wide to finally gather in person again at the 47th Annual ICLE Labor &
Employment Law Institute. The Labor & Employment Law Section was a proud
sponsor and participant with many counsel members attending or presenting at
the Institute. Practitioners participated in plenary sessions on remote work,
‘cancel culture’ and “The Great Resignation” and of course the always popular
updates on FMLA, FLSA, EEO and ADA.

Save the Dates!

Springboard with Judges!
Join us for our annual LELS Springboard event at the Townsend Hotel in
Birmingham on on Thursday, July 14, 2022 (note that this is a new date, changed
from June 30). Click here to register. 

Socialize in the Dee!
Alright, not that kind of shipping, but we are planning to gather for casual fun and
catching up on July 21, 2022 at the Detroit Shipping Company Food Hall & Beer
Garden.

“Grand Rapids, only good vibes allowed…”
Back to in-person, the State Bar Annual Meeting will be held at the DeVos Place
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in Grand Rapids on September 21-23, 2022.

Back by popular demand!! (lederhosen optional)
Plan for a great time in K’zoo this fall, as we return to Bell’s Brewery for an
Octoberfest get-together sometime in November. Nope, just kidding … it will be in
October 2022 (Date TBD).

“Baby it’s cold outside…”
But we’ll have our famed, not-to-be-missed Labor & Employment law update,
along with delicious victuals and more as we return to the Detroit Athletic Club on
January 20, 2023 for our LELS MidWinter Meeting.

Have News to Share?
Contact the LELS eNews team and we’ll include it in our next quarterly e-blast!
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Associate General Counsel, International Union, UAW
Email

As labor and employment law practitioners, many of us spent last fall and winter
closely following the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (“OSHA”)
COVID-19 vaccination-or-testing mandate for employers. That mandate, of
course, was abandoned by the agency in January, after the U.S. Supreme Court
issued a stay pending further litigation...

Full Article

Save the Dates!

Thank you to our LELS Council Members and Leaders who participated in the
ICLE 47th Annual Labor & Employment Law Institute on April 19 in
Plymouth! Heidi Sharp, Tad Roumayah, James Hermon, Maria Dwyer, and
Ronda Tate Truvillion.

“Something tells me it’s all happening at the zoo…”

Date: Friday, June 3, 2022
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

We are proud co-sponsors of the Women Lawyer’s 104 th Annual Meeting (Cocktail Party
Edition) on June 3, 2022 at the Detroit Zoo in Royal Oak!

Click here for details and registration

Spring into Summer!

Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022

Join us for our annual LELS Springboard event at the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham on
June 30, 2022. This event features opportunities for networking and gaining insights on
important areas of the law.

More details to follow.

“Come sail your ships around me…”

Date: Thursday, July 21, 2022
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Alright, not that kind of shipping, but we are planning to gather for casual fun and
catching up on July 21, 2022 (tentative) at the Detroit Shipping Company Food Hall &
Beer Garden.

“Grand Rapids, only good vibes allowed…”

Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2022

Back to in-person, the State Bar Annual Meeting will be held at the DeVos Place in Grand
Rapids on September 21-23, 2022.

Back by popular demand!! (lederhosen optional)

Plan for a great time in K’zoo this fall, as we return to Bell’s Brewery for an Octoberfest
get-together sometime in November. Nope, just kidding … it will be in October 2022
(Date TBD).

“Baby it’s cold outside…”

Date: Friday, January 20, 2023

But we’ll have our famed, not-to-be-missed Labor & Employment law update, along with
delicious victuals and more as we return to the Detroit Athletic Club on January 20, 2023
for our LELS MidWinter Meeting.

Have News to Share?
Contact the LELS eNews team and we’ll include it in our next quarterly e-blast!
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