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View From the Chair
of the Labor and Employment Law Section

Message from our Chair, Keith Brodie
 
As spring begins, the Council and its leadership team welcome you to this year’s
first E-Newsletter installment. As we do, despite the ups and downs of the
pandemic, we look back on another year of successful programing that included
three in-person events - our annual SpringBoard event, an outstate Octoberfest
event at Bell’s Eccentric Café in Kalamazoo, and the always popular Holiday
Party at the Birmingham Country Club, as well as several other successful Zoom
events, including three remote Zoominars. Last year culminated in a successful
remote Mid-Winter meeting where the Section received excellent employment law
updates from Jennifer McManus (FLSA/FMLA), Maria Dwyer (EEO), and Jennifer
Stocker (ADA/PWDCRA), and labor law updates directly from the Director Sidney
McBride and Commissioner Tinamarie Pappas from MERC and the new NLRB
Regional Director Elizabeth Kerwin. We recognize from our recently conducted



Membership survey that this type of substantive programing, as well as the
Section’s LawNotes publication, remain very important, and counted on, parts of
what the Membership desire and expect from the Council. As such, we renew our
focus to provide the Membership with similar programs and publications again
this year, along with new opportunities to renew connection and the collegiality
among Section members which has been a hallmark of the Section.
 
Given the ups and downs of last year due to the intermittently resurging
pandemic, the Council and Section owes special gratitude to past-Chair John
Runyan. We could not have accomplished what we did without his strong
leadership. John: Thank you for your friendship, direction, and long-standing
service to the Council and the Section membership. Special recognition is due
John on another front as well: the successful launch and leadership of a new
Mentorship program last year that saw twenty section Mentors paired with an
equal number of Mentees. This program is a cornerstone of continuing to build
into the leadership initiatives and continued professionalism and strength of our
Section. On all fronts, the program was hailed a success by Mentors and
participating Mentees alike. So, we are excited that again this year with John’s
help, along with Council Member Jennifer McManus, the program has begun its
second year with a new contingent of paired Mentors and Mentees. 
 
Knowing that meeting your needs is the reason the Council exists and the reason
we on the Council serve, I want to take the time to introduce and connect you with
this year’s slate of Council Members. 
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Please feel free to reach out to any of us with your questions or concerns. We all
look forward to serving the Section this year with both new and time honored
events where we can continue to learn and connect. 
 
As we look ahead, the Council is particularly focused on creating events this year
where we hopefully can again begin meeting and interacting with the Section
membership. The last two years have taken a toll in many ways, but one of the
ways that has personally concerned me is the loss of connection and the fostering
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of personal relationships and the collegiality that has been a hallmark of the
Section. To that end, the Council is actively working to schedule a number of
lower cost social “connection” events around the Detroit Metro area, as well as
continuing our outstate event initiatives in locales such as Lansing, Ann Arbor,
Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, etc. Provided we are able to do so safely, I strongly
encourage you to attend such events to reconnect with your colleagues from
around the state. I firmly believe one of the strengths of the Section through the
years has been our collegiality which so often translates into the professionalism
exhibited between our members. And so, my desire this year is to hopefully
provide opportunities to reinvigorate, continue, and strengthen such ties. In
closing then, please monitor your email and the Section website for these
upcoming events in your area!

Update on OSHA’s COVID-19 Standard For
Healthcare Workplaces

Ava Barbour
Associate General Counsel, International Union, UAW

Email

As labor and employment law practitioners, many of us spent last fall and winter
closely following the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (“OSHA”)
COVID-19 vaccination-or-testing mandate for employers. That mandate, of
course, was abandoned by the agency in January, after the U.S. Supreme Court
issued a stay pending further litigation...

Full Article

Save the Dates!

Thank you to our LELS Council Members and Leaders who participated in the
ICLE 47th Annual Labor & Employment Law Institute on April 19 in
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Plymouth! Heidi Sharp, Tad Roumayah, James Hermon, Maria Dwyer, and
Ronda Tate Truvillion.

“Something tells me it’s all happening at the zoo…”

Date: Friday, June 3, 2022
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

We are proud co-sponsors of the Women Lawyer’s 104 th Annual Meeting (Cocktail Party
Edition) on June 3, 2022 at the Detroit Zoo in Royal Oak!

Click here for details and registration

Spring into Summer!

Date: Thursday, June 30, 2022

Join us for our annual LELS Springboard event at the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham on
June 30, 2022. This event features opportunities for networking and gaining insights on
important areas of the law.

More details to follow.

“Come sail your ships around me…”

Date: Thursday, July 21, 2022

Alright, not that kind of shipping, but we are planning to gather for casual fun and
catching up on July 21, 2022 (tentative) at the Detroit Shipping Company Food Hall &
Beer Garden.

“Grand Rapids, only good vibes allowed…”

Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2022

Back to in-person, the State Bar Annual Meeting will be held at the DeVos Place in Grand
Rapids on September 21-23, 2022.

Back by popular demand!! (lederhosen optional)

Plan for a great time in K’zoo this fall, as we return to Bell’s Brewery for an Octoberfest
get-together sometime in November. Nope, just kidding … it will be in October 2022
(Date TBD).

https://womenlawyers.org/about-wlam/wlam-annual-meeting/#!form/2022AMSponsors
https://www.detroitshippingcompany.com/


“Baby it’s cold outside…”

Date: Friday, January 20, 2023

But we’ll have our famed, not-to-be-missed Labor & Employment law update, along with
delicious victuals and more as we return to the Detroit Athletic Club on January 20, 2023
for our LELS MidWinter Meeting.

Have News to Share?
Contact the LELS eNews team and we’ll include it in our next quarterly e-blast!

Robin Wagner
Email

Ava Barbour
Email
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Email
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