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Message From the Chair

As we move through fall into the holiday season, and the homestretch of my time as
Section Chair, I’d like to share a reflection or two and thank my fellow Council members
for their work the past year.  

I am truly grateful for this past year, mostly because of all the wonderful people on the
Council I have been able to work with; and the many and diverse opportunities the
Section has created this year for learning and rekindling our collegiality through in-person
events. Our recent Young Lawyer’s outreach event at Bowlero on September 14 (planned
and hosted by Council members Haba Yono and Benjamin King) stands out as just one
example. (Pictures below!) This was the first year for this event, and what a success. This
low cost social evening brought out nearly 30 attendees for a night of bowling and
mingling. For those of us who attended we learned that many attendees were at their first
Section event.  Many commented on how good it was to meet others in the field and
develop connections and expressed new or renewed interest in the Section. One of the
Council’s goals is to continue to build on these types of outreach opportunities, reaching
both current and new participants to expand Section participation. This event certainly did
that.  

Two more such opportunities are coming up that have traditionally have been our most fun



and highly attended events. The Section’s Holiday Party, again at the Birmingham
Country Club, will be held on December 8, 2022. The Section’s MidWinter Meeting will
be held on January 20, 2023, again at the Detroit Athletic Club. Both events are
historically well attended and we look forward to seeing many of you at one, or even
both! (Keep reading this newsletter for more information on these events.) In addition to
time for mingling and connection during a strolling cocktail hour and dinner, the
MidWinter Meeting is an opportunity for learning about new developments in labor and
employment law, obtaining CLE credits, and attending the Section’s Annual Meeting
where new Council members will be voted on and this year’s Distinguished Service
Award will be presented. Please mark your calendars and be sure to attend.  

In closing, I also want to try and highlight other efforts engaged in by your Council
members to facilitate opportunities like those discussed above. None of the Council’s
events happen without discussion beginning many months ago and hours of
planning. This is the dedicated and unseen work of all your Council members. I could not
be more grateful to each and every one of them for what we have accomplished together
this year.

Some highlights this year include several well-attended virtual Zoominars on timely
topics, providing opportunities to connect easily through a virtual format while learning
about trends or important topics impacting our profession. Council Members Ronda Tate-
Truvilion, Nedra Campbell and Colleen Carol spearheaded these events. Nedra Campbell
also organized and conducted this year’s Springboard, an excellent in-person summer get
together that was interesting, well attended and provided many opportunities to renew in-
person connections. I’d also be remiss to not mention Robin Wagner, Maria Dwyer and
Ava Barbour and their efforts supporting the Section’s E-newsletter, as well as their work
for the upcoming Holiday Party and MidWinter Meeting. Also, Mami Kato and Haba Ono
deserve mention for their important work this year reinvigorating and refreshing the
Section’s social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn) and keeping those sites
updated, another means of outreach for the Section. Additionally, although not on the
Council, I would be remiss to not mention John Adams whose tireless work every quarter
allows Section members the opportunity to publish articles in and enjoy the Section’s Law
Notes publication. Thank you John. Your work is important and we thank you.  

In closing, any message like this inevitably comes with the risk of failing to mention
everyone by name or the work they have contributed, but what I can say is that everyone
on this year’s Council has made it their tireless work to increase the number and pace of
outreach and educational opportunities offered, through diverse formats, by the Section,
and so much more. I am so grateful for each of them, as they have made my part easy.

Keith J. Brodie
Barnes & Thornburg LLP



616-742-3958
keith.brodie@btlaw.com

Lunch & Learn: “U.S. Supreme Court Year-in-Review and
What is Ahead”

Date: Thursday, November 17, 2022
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Cost: Free
Zoom Registration: Click here

The U.S. Supreme Court issued blockbuster decisions this past spring, and the current
docket features cases concerning whether companies may sue employees who exercise
their right to strike, among other hot-button issues. Please plan to join us for this virtual
discussion about the SCOTUS opinions that will affect employer obligations and workers’
rights for years to come.
 
Featuring speakers from both the management and union sides, this event will provide
spirited and competing perspectives for all in attendance. Our distinguished guests
include:
 
Bob Fetter, Miller Cohen
Grant Pecor, Barnes & Thornburg
 
After registering for this event, you will receive a confirmation email containing
information about joining the meeting. Please direct any questions to LELS Council
Member Ronda Tate Truvillion (rtate@lewismunday.com). We look forward to seeing
you there!

Save the Dates!

LELS Cocktail Party Networking Event

Date: Thursday, December 8, 2022
Time: 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Location: Birmingham Country Club
1750 Saxon Dr, Birmingham, MI 48009

We are thrilled to return to the Birmingham Country Club for networking and spreading
holiday cheer on December 8, 2022, with members of the Labor and Employment Law
Section community! Cost is $45 per person and you can Register Here.

LELS MidWinter Meeting!

Date: Friday, January 20, 2023
Location: Detroit Athletic Club
241 Madison St, Detroit, MI 48226

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvde6tpjojE9bBCrTH9_HnjBzl7yCldeWs
mailto:rtate@lewismunday.com
https://connect.michbar.org/laborlaw/events/eventdescription?CalendarEventKey=3812fa6b-7c1c-4608-8c92-dae97eb350d2&CommunityKey=78301d39-39c8-45fd-b383-e397dc4f796a&Home=%2flaborlaw%2fevents%2frecentcommunityeventsdashboard


We will be back in person at the Detroit Athletic Club on January 20, 2023, for our must-
attend Labor and Employment Law Update seminar, annual business meeting, and
strolling cocktail hour and dinner party. We will welcome new Council members and
present this year’s Distinguished Service Award! Save the date and stay tuned for
registration information!

Recent Events - in Review

Bowling with our Young Lawyers Members!

On September 14, 2022, LELS officers and members of our Young Lawyers division
enjoyed getting to know other members of our section! Thank you to Haba Yono and Ben
King for organizing this great event!

Have News to Share?



Contact the LELS e-News team and we’ll include it!

Robin Wagner
Email

Ava Barbour
Email

Maria Fracassa Dwyer
Email
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