
       Labor and Employment Law November 9, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 As Amended  
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm by Jeff Donahue. Present were;  Rob 
Boonin, Susan Hiser, Tim Howlett, Joe Starr, Brian Koncius, Dennis Boren, Jeff 
Donahue, Larry Murphy, George Wirth, and by telephone Richard Mack, Megan 
Norris and Darcie Brault.   Absent were: Niraj Ganatra, Bradley Glazier, Barry 
Goldman, Robert Palmer and Dan Bretz.  

 
 
2. Motion by Brian to accept the minutes for the October 2009 meeting. Motion 

carried. 
 
3. Treasurer report was presented by Tim. Tim passed out the journal entry and 

balance sheet prepared by the state Bar. Our ending fund balance for the year 
ending September 30, 2009 was less than the previous year. Our two biggest 
expenses are Lawnotes and the Annual meeting. 

 
4. Chair report. Jeff passed out a committee list for members. Discussion on State 

Bar Position Statement on a Tax on Legal Services. Rob Boonin made a motion to 
support the State Bar position in opposition to the adoption by the legislature of 
such a tax. Motion passed on a voice vote with no objections and one absention. 
Jeff will notify State bar of our position.   Agreed not to participate in sponsorship 
of Michigan Defense Trial Counsel Summer Conference. Agreed not to take a 
position regarding the confidentiality of mediation communications. 

 
5. Dennis gave a report on the Gottfried Seminar. There were 107 paid attendees 

plus students and guests. LELS paid for 15 Wayne State law students to attend the 
seminar @ $25 per student.      

 
6. Joe Starr discussed Mid-winter meeting. E blast has been sent out, program is all 

set and section discussed and agreed to invite judges to the cocktail reception in 
the same manner as last year. 

 
7. Darcie discussed Holiday Reception. Will be held Dec. 10 at 5:00PM at the 

Birmingham Country Club. Eight MOTH story tellers have come forward. Further 
information is contained on the Labor and Employment Law Section of the State 
Bar website.  Darcie moved that the LELS give a $500 cash award to the winning 
story teller. Jeff seconded the motion and there was a unanimous voice vote in 
favor. Tim will make arrangements with the State Bar for a check to be issued to 
the winner.                 

 
8. Megan confirmed that Len Givens will receive the Distinguished Service Award 

with a huge Miller Canfield turn out. The Section had previously voted that we 
would no longer make a donation to the recipient’s choice of a Michigan law 
school due to our declining fund balance.    



 
9. Barry sent in his Lawnotes report thru Jeff. He stated progress is being made on 

getting past issues of Lawnotes on the Section’s web page. 
 

10. It was agreed that for cost containment purposes their will be no December 
holiday section lunch meeting. Instead, a short section meeting will be held 
beginning at 4:00PM  December 10 at the Birmingham Country Club prior to our 
Holiday Reception. Jeff adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:30PM.     

 
Minutes taken by George Wirth, Section Secretary                                                  


