
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 

 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

May 14, 2012 
 

A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Law Section’s Council was held on May 
14, 2012 at the Varnum offices in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
 
PRESENT:  Timothy Howlett, Robert Boonin, Susan Hiser, Bradley Glazier, Lawrence Murphy, Niraj 
Ganatra, Gloria Hage, John Runyan, Dennis Boren and Gary Francis. 
 
ABSENT:  Brian Koncius, Gary Francis, Jeffrey Steele, Ronald Robinson, Richard Mack, Daniel 
Swanson and Darcie Brault. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Timothy Howlett, Acting Chair of the Council. 
 
1. The Agenda was APPROVED as proposed. (Moved by Bradley Glazier, Second by Lawrence 

Murphy) 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  The minutes of the Council’s April 9, 2012 meeting were APPROVED as 
presented.  (Moved by Bradley Glazier, Second by Lawrence Murphy) 

 
3. SPRINGBOARD.  Susan Hiser reported that all plans for the June 7th event at the Big Rock have 

been finalized.  A mailing has been sent to all members, and an e-Blast is being sent out the coming 
week.  There will be three topics running concurrently at three tables per topic, and two facilitators 
will be assigned to each table. As part of the ABC theme, the topics will be: EEOC/MDCR; 
NLRB/MERC; and UIA.  Pre-registration will be recommended, but registration can be handled on 
site.  Forms for Section membership will be available at the registration table.  It is projected that 
approximately 90 attorneys will attend.   

 
As done last year, it was recommended that non-members who register for the seminar will have 
their Section membership fee waived for the balance of the current fiscal year, but no one may take 
advantage of this opportunity on more than one occasion.  A Motion was made as follows:  Non-
Members of the Section who register for the 2012 Springboard will have their registration also cover 
their Section dues for membership through the balance of the 2011-12 fiscal year with the 
understanding that they may only partake in such a partial year membership one time.  Moved by 
Susan Hiser, Second by Robert Boonin.  PASSED. 
 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT.   The Chair presented the report due to the Treasurer’s absence.  
Reviewing the reports received from the State Bar, he noted that the revenue reported for the Spring 
Seminar is attributed to the reception the Section sponsored for the NLRB Regional Director’s 
Induction Ceremony.  He also noted that Section membership is nearly the same as it was last year, 
and the Mid-Winter Meeting revenue was also the same as last year’s program.  The Holiday Party, 
though, had more revenue than the prior year.  He reported that the Section’s revenue stream is 
favorable.   

 
5. CHAIR’S REPORT.  The Chair extended the Council’s appreciation to the Varnum firm for its 

generosity in hosting the Council’s meetings for the past few years. 
 

The Chair also informed the Council that he received an e-mail from the Oakland County Bar 
Association indicating that it had a set of Labor Arbitration Reports from 1946-92, Volumes 1-95, 
available at no charge.  Anyone interested in obtaining the set should contact Timothy Howlett as 
soon as possible. 
 



 
 

The Chair also mentioned that consideration may be in order to consider some new speakers for 
programs such as the ICLE conference since it appears that more members are willing to make such 
contributions.  Section members should also be encouraged to participate in other activities, such as 
Law Notes. 
 
The Chair also reported that the NLRB Reception was quite successful in terms of attendance and 
allowing the new Regional Director to meet many practitioners.  The Regional Director expressed her 
appreciated for the Section’s involvement.  The Chair thanked the Committee (Robert Boonin, Dennis 
Boren, John Runyan, Gary Francis and Niraj Ganatra) for their efforts. 
 
And finally, the Chair noted that the Council had until recently had a more formal luncheon during the 
year, and he suggested that the tradition be reactivated since it will be the last meeting for the 
Council Members whose terms are expiring this coming Fall.  The Council’s consensus was to hold 
such a lunch meeting in August.  The Chair will explore options for the meeting and make a report in 
June. 
 

5. HOLIDAY PARTY.  No report was presented. 
 

6. MID-WINTER MEETING.  The Chair reported that he was informed by Jeffrey Steele that we were 
successful in changing the dates for the event to avoid the Auto Show and MLK Weekend conflicts.  
Accordingly, the conference will be held at the DAC on January 25-26, 2013. 
 

7. WEST-SIDE EVENT.  Bradley Glazier reported that the plans for the event to take place soon after 
the Council’s meeting of May 14 are in place.  The GRBA has indicated that pre-registrations for the 
event total 50 even though the capacity at the University Club is 48.  Judge Bell will speak, and that 
will be followed by three round-table sessions with two tables per topic.  There will be three topics: 
Current Developments in Employment Litigation; the ADA Amendments Act; and the NLRB & Social 
Media.  Facilitators will be: Rhett Pinsky, Jeff Gray, Dean Pacifico, Brad Glazier and David Rhem. 

 
The Chair also reported that EEOC Commissioner Chai Feldman recently made a presentation at the 
ICLE Institute regarding the ADAAA and that good information was provided.  He understands that 
the EEOC is planning a seminar for Detroit in June. 
 

8.  ANNUAL MEETING.  Gloria Hage reported that NLRB Regional Director has accepted our invitation 
for her to speak at our Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids this Fall.  Ideas for other topics were 
discussed for the Committee to consider. The Chair will ask the Committee Chair (Ronald Robinson) 
to convene the Committee for finalizing plans.  The following Council Members volunteered to serve 
on the Committee:  Gloria Hage, Lawrence Murphy and Niraj Ganatra. 
   

9. LAWNOTES.  No report was provided. 
 

10. NEXT MEETING.  The Chair announced that the next meeting of the Council will be held on June 11, 
2012 at noon at offices of Vercruysse, Murray & Calzone in Bingham Farms. 

 
No other business was brought before the Council.  
 
The meeting ADJOURNED at 12:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robert A. Boonin, Secretary 


