
Labor and Employment Law Section Minutes 

 
May 10, 2010 Meeting was called to order at 12:15pm at the offices of Varnum LLP, Novi, MI 

 

Present:  Larry Murphy, Brad Glazier, Jeff Donahue, Niraj Ganatra, Darcie Brault, Dennis Boren, 
Rob Boonin, Tim Howlett, Richard Mack, Susan Hiser, Joe Starr, Megan Norris and George 
Wirth 

Absent: Barry Goldman, Brian Koncius, Robert Palmer, Dan Bretz 

 

Jeff Donahue asked for motion to approve minutes of April 12, 2010. Motion carried without 
objection. 

 

Tim Howlett presented the Treasurer’s report. He reported that revenue from the 2008 Mid 
Winter meeting appears to be $18,080 and for the 2009 meeting it was $20, 140. It is hard to get 
exact figures with the way the State bar posts credits and debits to our account. We are up 
approximately $5,000 from where we were in May 2009.  

 

Shel Stark gave a report on the annual April ICLE Labor and Employment Law Institute. 
Attendance was the highest it has been in 10 years with 243 lunches served on Thursday and 190 
on Friday.  Some figures on attendees included 17% identified as in house counsel, 30% human 
resource employees, 9% government, 1 to 2 % union attorneys, 10% plaintiff and 48% section 
members. 

 

Larry Murphy is chair of the annual meeting to be held this year in Grand Rapids. The committee 
has a presentation on social media and there was a discussion about possible speakers including a 
judge. 

 

Jeff Donahue gave the section chair report. Doug Van Epps from the State Court Administrative 
Office asked for a section member to be on a committee regarding the ethical considerations of 
case evaluations. Jeff will arrange for someone to attend. There was discussion regarding the 
updating of our on line section membership list which has not been updated since 2007. No final 
decision was reached.  

 

Discussion on location of next year’s Mid Winter Meeting. George Wirth identified a speaker 
who should be available for $1,500 which would keep the dinner cost within budget for the 
Detroit Athletic Club. A motion was made to have Joe Starr contact the speaker and try and 
arrange a contract. Motion carried without objection. A motion was made to ask Dan Bretz 
reserve the Detroit Athletic Club for January 21 and 22, 2011.The motion carried without 
objection. There was discussion and agreement to seek input from section members outside metro 
Detroit on whether we could increase attendance of that segment of the membership if we moved 
the 2012 meeting location outside of downtown Detroit.  

 

Joe Starr gave a comparison of the last two years attendance at the Mid Winter Meeting. In 
January 2009 244 dinners were served compared to 255 in January 2010.  In 2009 there were 176 



people who signed up for the free for section members Saturday education program and 56 in 
2010 although more than that attended.  

 

Susan Hiser gave an update for the June 3, 2010 Spring Board Seminar at the Big Rock Chop 
House. All the speakers are confirmed and it looks like the event will be a complete sell out.  

 

Megan Norris and George Wirth agreed to again head the Distinguished Service Award 
presentation for the Mid Winter meeting. 

 

Under New Business there was a discussion regarding opening up membership in our section to 
non attorneys who have an interest in Labor and Employment Law. Dennis Boren agreed to check 
with the State Bar and get information on the possibility of associate memberships.  

 

Jeff Donahue asked for a motion to adjourn at 1: 25 pm. Motion carried without objection. 

Next meeting will be at Varnum LLP, Novi on June 14, 2010. 


