
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 

 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

March 12, 2012 
 

A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Section’s Council was held on 
March 12, 2012 at the Varnum offices in Novi, Michigan. 
 
PRESENT:  Timothy Howlett, Robert Boonin, Daniel Swanson, Darcie Brault, Niraj Ganatra, 
Brian Koncius, Gary Francis, Jeffrey Steele, Ronald Robinson, Richard Mack, Dennis Boren 
and Gloria Hage. 
 
ABSENT:   Susan Hiser, Bradley Glazier, Lawrence Murphy and John Runyan. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Timothy Howlett, Acting Chair of the Council. 
 
1. The Agenda was APPROVED as proposed. (Moved by Brian Koncius, Second by Darcie 

Brault) 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  The minutes to the Council’s February 13, 2012 meeting were 
APPROVED as presented.  (Moved by Darcie Brault, Second by Ronald Robinson) 

 
3. TREASURER’S REPORT.  Daniel Swanson presented the financial reports provided by the 

Bar for the period ending February 29, 2012.  It was noted that the Section’s finances are on 
track with respect to its budget and prior year performance.  It was also explained that 
accounting for the upcoming reception for the new NLRB Regional Director’s Installation 
Ceremony requires a one-time accounting adjustment.  In this regard, the expenses cannot 
be recorded as “Miscellaneous” since there is no account for miscellaneous income.  
Consequently, the expenses and revenues will recorded under the Spring Seminar 
accounts, and it is believed that the amounts can be manually segregated if necessary since 
there is a sufficient gap between the reception and the traditional spring program. 

 
4. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 
The Chair extended the Council’s appreciation to the ad-hoc committee handling the NLRB 
Reception: Robert Boonin; John Runyan; Gary Francis; Niraj Ganatra; and Dennis Boren.  
(The Chair also assisted this Committee.)  He also repeated the observation made 
previously by Lawrence Murphy that providing this type of reception for the Section and the 
NLRB is “an example of what we, as a Council, should be doing.” 
 
The Chair also mentioned that the process for nominating new Council members and 
officers for the coming fiscal year is underway.  He has asked past-Chair Jeffrey Donahue to 
Chair and convene a Nominating Committee, which will also have the advice and counsel of 
the officers. 
 

5. HOLIDAY PARTY.  Daniel Swanson reported that he was able to book the Birmingham 
Country Club for December 13, 2012 and therefore that date is confirmed.  There was 
some discussion as to entertainment options for the event, but that topic will be pursued 
further by the Committee. 
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6. MID-WINTER MEETING.  Jeffrey Steele reported that he is in the process of booking next 

year’s meeting at the DAC, hopefully for January 18-19, 2013, and hopefully at rates similar 
to those charged this past year. 
 

7. WEST-SIDE EVENT.  The Chair summarized the plans as discussed during the Council’s 
February meeting for the May 14, 2012 event in Grand Rapids, including Judge Bell’s 
participation and the “rotating tables” format for discussions after his presentation.  The 
Council’s meeting for May will take place that same afternoon, in Grand Rapids.  
   

8. SPRING-BOARD EVENT.  Brian Koncius reported that plans to hold the event at the Big 
Rock on Thursday, June 7 are underway and that down payment of $1,000.00 is required by 
the restaurant.   A motion authorizing this payment was made by Brian Koncius, Second by 
Dan Swanson.  APPROVED.   It was also agreed that per official procedures, the contract 
should be provided to the State Bar’s General Counsel for approval before it is executed by 
the Section’s Treasurer. 

 
As for topics, the Committee is meeting on March 13 to develop them further and build a 
speaker list.  At this time, the theme being developed involves things attorneys need to 
know as they work with governmental agencies. 
 

9. NLRB RECEPTION.  Robert Boonin reported the Reception Committee solicited nearly 30 
firms to co-sponsor the reception being planned to celebrate the installation the newly 
appointed Regional Director of the NLRB, Terry Morgan.  The sponsorship cost is $350 per 
firm, and to date 26 management and union firms have agreed to be co-sponsors.  Rob will 
coordinate the final menu and other details with the Westin Book-Cadillac as the date 
approaches.  The cost is anticipated to be well within the sponsorship tally, but the number 
of likely attendees is still unknown.  Guests are being asked to rsvp to Dennis Boren and he 
will provide us with a count in early April.  An invitation has been prepared by the NLRB and 
is being sent out to the entire Section via an e-blast.  The Committee will draft a program for 
the ceremony.  Dennis Boren reviewed the likely program, which includes three NLRB 
officials from Washington, DC.  It was suggested that the Section provide name tags and 
markers at the reception’s registration desk.  Darcie Brault and Brian Koncius will bring them 
to the reception. 
 

10. LAWNOTES.  No report was provided. 
 

11. FUTURE MEETINGS.  The Chair next meeting of the Council will be held on April 9, 2012 at 
1:30 p.m. (after lunch) at Dickinson Wright’s Downtown Detroit Office  

 
The meeting ADJOURNED at 12:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robert A. Boonin 
Secretary 


