
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 

 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

June 16, 2015 
 
A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Law Section was held 
at 6:00 p.m. on June 16, 2015, at the offices of Vercruysse Murray, P.C. in Bingham 
Farms, Michigan. 
 
PRESENT:  Dan Swanson, Brian Koncius, Susan Hiser, Gloria Hage, Rob Boonin, 
Michelle Crockett, Jeff Fraser, Allyson Miller, Sam Morgan, David Radtke, John 
Runyan, Jennifer Salvatore, and Mike Shoudy. 
 
PRESENT BY TELEPHONE:  None. 
 
ABSENT: Gary Francis, Joe Girolamo, and Richard Warren. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  David Calzone, Dale Iverson, Tim Howlett, Shel Stark, Stephanie 
Stenberg (ICLE), and Lalla Shishkevish (ICLE).  
 
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Dan Swanson, Chair of the Council.   

 

1. Approval of Agenda: The Council approved the Agenda.  

 

2. ICLE 2015 Labor and Employment Law Institute Report:  Stephanie Stenberg 

and Lalla Shishkevish attended from ICLE and reported on the 40th Annual Labor 

and Employment Law Institute held on April 9-10, 2015. The planning session for 

next year’s Institute will take place on June 25, 2015.  Discussion was held 

regarding the pros and cons of reaching out to a larger pool of potential speakers 

at ICLE, since the Section is a co-sponsor of the Institute.  Lalla spoke regarding 

ICLE’s online database and the solicitation of contributions.  
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3. Presentation of Strategic Plan:  Dale Iverson presented the Strategic Plan that 

the Council and others have been working on for the past several months.  

Discussion was held and substantive modifications were made.  Brian moved 

for substantive approval of the Plan subject to further modification of non-

substantive matters and establishment of a timeline, and Michelle 

supported the motion. The motion was approved.  

 
4. Approval of Minutes: The May 11, 2015, 2015 Council Meeting minutes were 

presented.  Susan moved for their approval and Jeff supported the motion.  

The Minutes for the meeting were approved as submitted.   

 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  Gloria distributed and reviewed the May financials.  We are 

looking to come in slightly under budget this year, with the understanding that 

Annual Meeting expenses will be pushed into the next fiscal year.           

 
6. Chair’s Report:   

a. Dan reported on the Sixth Circuit Judicial Conference.  The Council had 

previously committed to participating in a cocktail reception on Thursday, 

May 14, 2015.  The Section’s share of the cost for the cocktail reception 

was $185 higher than originally anticipated.  Brian moved for the 

approval of donating an additional $85 to cover the Section’s share 

of the cost of the cocktail reception and Allyson supported the 

motion.  The motion was approved.      
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b. Dan and Gloria reported on the Council Member nomination process.  It 

was proposed that the nomination process be opened to the entire Section 

to solicit nominations. We will have eight (8) open positions to fill at the 

end of this fiscal year, as well as the Treasurer position.  Gloria distributed 

a proposed process for open nomination of Council members.  Allyson 

moved for approval of the nomination process as discussed, and 

David supported the motion. The motion was approved. 

 
7. Membership Committee: In Gary’s absence, Susan presented the new non-

lawyer membership applications for review and approval by the Council.  The 

proposed new members were presented as follows:  Patricia Brown, 

Payroll/Benefits Coordinator with Evans Solutions, Inc.; Ericka Browne with 

Evergreen Senior Care; Sherry Glenn, Manager of Employee Programs with 

Adult Well-Being Services, Denise Herndon, HR Director with Convenant House 

Michigan; and Liza M. Kelly, Executive Director of Labor Relations & Personnel 

with Howell Public Schools.  Given the fact that our fiscal year is nearly over, 

Susan moved for approval of the new members for the 2015-2016 fiscal 

year, beginning October 1, 2015 and Rob supported the motion.  The 

motion was approved.      

 

8. Mid-Winter Meeting Committee:  Mike reported that the Mid-Winter meeting will 

take place on January 22, 2016.  He has a contract setting forth the same 

deposit schedule and amounts as last year.  David agreed to join the Committee, 

given Gail’s departure.  Mike moved for authorization to sign the contract 
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with the DAC, subject to approval by the SBM, and for approval to pay 

deposits on the following schedule: $3,000 due 9/15/15, $7,000 due 

11/24/15, $5,000 due 1/9/16, and John supported the motion.  The motion 

was approved. 

 

9. Specialty Bar/Women’s Initiative: 

a. Lunch Series – Jennifer reported that the next session is scheduled for 

June 23, 2015, at Miller Canfield on the topic of “Starting Your Own 

Practice.”  Miller Canfield will provide lunch for the attendees.  The next 

session of the series will be in September, 2015, and will be entitled, 

“Negotiating for Yourself and Your Clients.”  Miller Canfield has again 

agreed to pay for the lunches.  

 

10. SpringBoard Event:  Michelle reported on the SpringBoard event.  It was 

another successful event with good attendance and diversity of presenters.        

 

11. Summer Outing:  Rob reported that the Tiger Game is scheduled for August 4, 

2015.  E-blasts will go out later this week or next week.  Sam has recruited three 

non-Council members to assist on game day as Ambassadors.            

 
12. Annual Meeting:  John reported that the annual meeting will be on Thursday, 

October 8, 2015 at the Suburban Collection in Novi.  So far, Eastern District of 

Michigan judges Nancy Edmunds and Laurie Michelson have committed to 
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participate.  The Committee is in the process of reaching out to other judges and 

soliciting topics and ideas.   

 

13. Communications Committee: Brian reported on discussions within the 

Committee for future endeavors and coordination with the Strategic Plan, and 

relayed that an edition of the e-newsletter is coming out later this month.      

 

14. Webinar Committee: Dan reported on the webinar that is to occur on June 30, 

2015, on the Uniform Arbitration Act.    

  

15. Old Business:  No formal report was provided. 

 

16. New Business:  No formal report was provided. 

 

17. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  The next meeting will be in 

August of 2015 on a day and at a location to be determined.  There will be no 

July, 2015 meeting.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan H. Hiser 
 
Susan Hartmus Hiser 
Council Secretary 
 


