
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
 

June 17, 2013 
 

A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Council was held at 
noon at Sommers Schwartz in Southfield, Michigan. 
 
PRESENT:  Tim Howlett, Robert Boonin, Brian Koncius, Dan Swanson, Gary Francis, 

Jeff Steele, Jeff Fraser, Richard Mack, Gail Cober and Joe Girolamo.  
 
ABSENT: Mike Shoudy, Susan Hiser, Gloria Hage, Sam Morgan, John Runyan, and 

Jennifer Salvatore. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Tim Howlett, Chair of the Council. 
 

1. AGENDA.  The Agenda was approved.  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  The minutes from the Council’s June 17, 

2013 meeting were presented.  Jeff Steele moved for their approval and Jeff Fraser 

supported the motion.  Vote of approval. 

3. TREASURER’S REPORT.  Brian presented detailed financial reports from 

the State Bar for the Section.  In May the Section received $4,600 in prepaid attendance 

for the Springboard conference.  Student affiliate dues are substantially higher in 2013, 

up from approximately $165 in 2012 to in excess of $1,000 in 2013.  The Section 

continues to do well financially.  The Section continues to make money on the Holiday 

Party and the Springboard event; the Mid-Winter meeting continues to operate at a 

deficit.  

4. CHAIR’S REPORT. 

a. The Section’s annual report was submitted to the State Bar.  

b. There was a discussion about the mid-winter meeting and 
rescheduling the seminar to Friday afternoon from Saturday 
morning based upon the recent Section member survey.  A majority 
of the survey respondents indicated a preference for a Friday 
afternoon seminar.  Discussion was held as to whether to 
implement this change for the January 2014 meeting or wait until 



2015. Jeff Steele believes that the DAC is agreeable to 
implementing the change in 2014.  The decision was to have the 
seminar on Saturday in 2014.  The Section will consider surveying 
the members attending the 2014 mid-winter meeting to assure that 
it is getting an accurate reading of meeting attendees’ preference 
on this scheduling issue. 

c. The August meeting will be held at a restaurant (to be determined) 
probably in the Ann Arbor area. The September meeting will be 
held immediately prior to the annual meeting. 

d. The recent Section Member survey will be discussed at the August 
meeting due to the absence of several council members at today’s 
meeting. 

5. Mid-Winter Meeting.    See discussion in the Chairman’s report above. 

6. Member Survey.  The Council will discuss the results at its August 

meeting.   

7. Non-lawyer Membership Committee Update. Brian reports receipt of an 

application from L. Walker.  Brian made a motion to approve applications for admission 

and Joe supported the motion.  The motion was approved.  Tim congratulated Susan on 

behalf of the Council for her outstanding efforts in connection with this committee. 

8. Springboard.  Brian reported that the program went very well with a large 

attendance (in excess of 130 paid attendees).   Brian thanked Gail and her EEOC staff 

as well as the entire seminar committee for their efforts.  The Section wants to 

specifically thank the EEOC staff members who participated in the seminar:  Linda 

Sankovich, Daron Calhoun, Travis Nicholson, Spyridon Mellos, Jamie Dickinson, 

Deanna Wooten, Gail Cober, Deborah Barno, Stephanie Perkins, Nedra Campbell, Dale 

Price, Miles Shultz, Lauren Burstein, and Omar Weaver.   Tim will send a letter to 

EEOC District Office thanking EEOC and the Detroit staff for their participation in the 

event.     



9. Annual Meeting.  Tim reports on Gloria’ behalf that we are significantly 

ahead of schedule in assembling the panels for the presentations.  

10. Nominating Committee.  Darcie, Denis Boren and Dave Calzone are the 

committee members.  Tim reports that the full committee will meet with officers in late 

June to discuss nominations for open committee and officer positions.  If Council 

members have suggestions for nominations, please forward them to Darcie.   

11. Social Media.   Brian reported that he is meeting with officers from the 

State Bar Sections which are currently using the social media to learn about their 

experiences.  

12. New Event.  Dan presents the report as outlined in the sub-committee 

May 29, 2013 meeting minutes.   

13. Fall Employment Symposium at Cooley Law School.  Discussion 

adjourned until the August meeting.  

14. Old Business.  None.  

15. New Business.  None.   

16. Next Meeting.  The August 12, 2013 meeting is set to take place at 

noon at a restaurant on the west side. 
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