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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
January 14, 2013 

 
A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Council was held at 
noon at Sommers Schwartz in Southfield, Michigan. 
 
PRESENT:  Tim Howlett, Robert Boonin, Brian Koncius, Dan Swanson, Gary Francis, 

Gloria Hage, Sam Morgan, John Runyan, Jeff Steele, Jennifer Salvatore, 
Gail Cober, Jeff Fraser, Joe Girolamo and Mike Shoudy. 

 
ABSENT: Richard Mack and Susan Hiser. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Tim Howlett, Chair of the Council. 
 

1. AGENDA.  The Agenda was approved.  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.  The minutes for the Council’s December 13, 

2012 meeting were approved. John Runyan moved and Brian supported the motion.  

Vote of approval. 

3. TREASURER’S REPORT.  Brian presented detailed financial reports from 

the State Bar for the Section.  Fiscal year 2012-2013 financial results through the 

current date are similar to the prior year.   The Section is continuing to do well financially 

and, as a result, the Section’s fiscal year-end account balance was $91,084.  The State 

Bar is encouraging the Section to spend more money on activities to benefit the 

membership based on this substantial account balance.   

4. CHAIR’S REPORT AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS. 

a. Received December 2012 letter from ADR Section Chair inviting 
collaboration in joint education programming/social events. 

b. Stuart Israel sent e-mail to Tim regarding a Walter Reuther 
biographical film.  Judge Cohen suggested to Stuart that the 
Section might want to sponsor a special event in connection with a 
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showing of the film. After a discussion, the decision was made to 
obtain more information about the film before making any decision. 

c. ICLE asked if the Section would be interested in co-sponsoring a 
web based seminar on the right-to-work legislation and the Section 
is agreeable to this request.   

d. The Section demographics indicate that its membership level is 
stable.  Approximately 55% of the Section’s members are over 52 
years old.  Further, less than 10% of the membership is located in 
west Michigan, while  65.9%  are in Southeastern Michigan. 

5. December 13, 2012 Holiday Party.  Board members indicated that the 

event went well.  The following concerns were raised:  whether the band was too loud; 

whether the country club adequately limited or monitored attendees may have been 

intoxicated and sought additional drinks; and that the name tags did not stick to 

attendees’ lapels.  Dan reported approximately 162 paid registrants and 38 no-shows.  

Dan projected a profit of approximately $2,200.  The Board indicated a desire to return 

to Birmingham Country Club in mid-December 2013 for its next holiday party.   New 

date should be reported to Federal Bar Association and the Oakland County Bar 

Association to avoid scheduling conflicts with their holiday parties.  

6. Mid-Winter Meeting.    Tim reported that Joe Golden will be using his 

entire assigned table for his guests.  Our Friday evening speaker, Kevin Boyle, is 

staying at the DAC.  Jeff reports that the number of registrations as of today is 

consistent with where the Section was at last year as of this date. Jeff indicated that the 

Section will send out another e-blast to the membership reminding them of the event 

and the need to register.    

7. Non-lawyer Membership Committee update. Susan was absent, so no 

report was made.  Tim spoke to ICLE in connection with a spring education program 

and the involvement of human resource professionals in that program.  Tim will discuss 
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human resource professional joining the Section in his opening remarks at the ICLE 

spring seminar.  

8. Westside Event.  Jeff reported that he is meeting with the Kent County 

and Grand Rapids bar employment and labor committee heads to plan the program.   

9. Springboard.  Brian reports that there will be a planning meeting 

immediately prior to mid-winter dinner meeting at the DAC.  The seminar is scheduled 

for June 6, 2013.  

10. Annual Meeting.  Gloria reports the meeting will be held in Lansing and a 

room has been reserved.  With regard to the education program, Gloria discussed 

several possible topics:  new state legislation relating to public employees and right to 

work and the new federal healthcare statute relative to employment issues.  

11. Lawnotes.  Time reports that Stuart Israel is seeking articles for future 

editions.  

12. Old Business.  None.  

13. New Business.  Dan made a proposal about a special seminar/event 

addressing the right to work legislation.  Such a program would combine an educational 

program and social hour, and would be scheduled in March.  Perhaps a law professor 

or other objective expert would discuss what is in the new statute and would then 

moderate a discussion between two attorneys with differing viewpoints about statute, 

what it means and possible legal challenges.   

There was further discussion about an alternative program aimed at marketing 

for young attorneys and developing their practice.  The Section should reach out to 
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young lawyer section of State Bar, which has about 7,000 members in preparing such a 

program.  

Dan made a motion to have a March program focused on right to work and 

attracting younger attorneys; Sam supports motion.  Upon further discussion, it was 

proposed that the motion be modified to form a committee to explore new Section 

events and addressing new/young members by way of education, mentoring and 

marketing.  Dan accepts the amendment to his motion, Brian supports.  Motion 

approved.   

Dan will chair the new committee; Gail, Jennifer, Jeff, Sam, Brian, and Gary 

volunteer for to join the committee. 

 Rob suggests a possible program would be a boot camp for young labor 

attorneys and is to explore this concept with ICLE.   

14. Next Meeting.  The February 11, 2013 meeting is set for Sommers 

Schwartz at noon. 

 
 

 


