
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 

 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 9, 2012 
 

A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Law Section was held on 
January 9, 2012 at the Varnum offices in Novi, Michigan. 
 
PRESENT: Timothy Howlett, Darcie Brault, Robert Boonin, Daniel Swanson, Jeffrey Steele 
(by phone), Lawrence Murphy (by teleconference), Brian Koncius, Ronald Robinson, Niraj 
Ganatra, Richard Mack (by phone), Susan Hiser, Gloria Hage, John Runyan, and Gary Francis. 
 
ABSENT: Bradley Glazier and Dennis Boren 
 
The meeting was chaired by Timothy Howlett, Acting Chair of the Council.   
 

1. Approval of Minutes – The minutes to the December 15, 2011 Council Meeting were 
APPROVED as submitted.  (Moved by Darcie Brault, support by Brian Koncius) 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report – Daniel Swanson provided copies of the General Ledger for the 
periods ending December 31, 2011 and September 30, 2010, as well as the Revenue and 
Expense reports for the three months ending December 31, 2011.  It was noted that the 
Section’s dues revenue for the current year was less than $500 under what it was for the 
prior year, and that the expenses for the holiday party had yet to be recorded.  An error 
was noted that the booking of a postcard expense on the 2012 General Ledger to the 
Spring Seminar was in error.  Dan will notify the State Bar as to where that expense 
should be booked.  Dan will also find out from the State Bar how many of the Section’s 
members are not paying dues per the new bylaw amendments. 

 
3. Chair’s Report 

 
a. The Chair reviewed the memberships for committees responsible for planning the 

conferences to be held in 2012.  After discussion, the Program Committees are as 
follows: 
 

i. Mid-Winter Conference: Jeffrey Steele (Chair), Gary Francis and John 
Runyan 

ii. West-Side Seminar:  Lawrence Murphy and Bradley Glazier 
iii. Springboard Seminar: Susan Hiser and Brian Koncius 
iv. Annual Meeting: Ronald Robinson (Chair), Gloria Hage, Niraj Ganatra, 

and Lawrence Murphy 
1. The Chair also noted that the Section has reserved Thursday 

afternoon, September 20, 2012, for the Annual Meeting. 
v. Holiday Party: Daniel Swanson (Chair), Susan Hiser and John Runyan 
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b. The Chair also extended appreciation to Ronald Robinson for his work over the 
past month with George Wirth’s family with respect to his honor to be given at 
the upcoming Mid-Winter Meeting. 
 

c. The issue of the locale for future Council meetings was discussed.   
 

i. The Chair advised that the May and September meetings will be held in 
Grand Rapids, at a location to be determined.  These meetings will be held 
in conjunction with the West-Side Seminar and the Annual Meeting, 
respectively.   

ii. The meeting for February 2012 will be held at Varnum’s Novi office.   
iii. The remaining six meeting locales have yet to be determined, but may be 

held at locations on a rotational basis between a Northern Oakland County 
office and Varnum’s Novi office, or as otherwise determined by the 
Council at its February meeting. 

 
4. Holiday Party – The consensus of the Council was that the Holiday Party was very 

successful and enjoyed by all attendees.  Darcie Brault reported that the revenues will 
likely exceed expenses by approximately $2,000, once an accounting for all expenses is 
completed.  A number of factors were identified as contributing to the event’s success, 
including holding it in a later week than prior years, and the extended opportunity 
provided for socializing and networking.  The entertainment by the Forum Shoppers 
singing group also seemed quite appropriate, though brief.  Serious consideration will be 
given to having the same entertainment and structure next year, though perhaps in the 
larger ballroom with more food options.  Daniel Swanson will try to reserve the ballroom 
at the Birmingham Country Club for next December 13th, with December 18th being a 
back-up date should December 13th be unavailable. 
 

5. Mid-Winter Meeting – Committee Chair Jeffrey Steele reported that the plans for this 
month’s meeting are finalized and in place.  An e-blast was sent, as planned.  Since pre-
registrations appear to be running a bit lower than last year, though, Jeff will contact the 
State Bar to determine the appropriateness of sending out another e-blast.  It was agreed 
that he could do so, in his discretion.  The State Bar will be staffing the registration desk 
during the conference.   
 
For Friday evening, the Wirth Family will have three guests present for receiving the 
honor being provided to George Wirth.  Ron Robinson will be presenting that award.  It 
was also agreed that the honor being awarded to Judge Morcom will precede the honor 
being given to George Wirth, notwithstanding the currently published program.  Darcie 
Brault will obtain plaques for both honorees, and will also obtain an enlarged version of 
the Jet magazine cover from the 1960s featuring Judge Morcom.  John Runyan will 
contact the Detroit Legal News and ask that a photographer be present on Friday at 6:30 
p.m.  It was reported that someone had inquired if the Section would charge a reduced 
rate for attending the reception, only (and not the dinner).  The Council chose to not 
change the pricing structure for this event. 
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Jeffrey Steele and Daniel Swanson will be having a conference call with the judicial 
panel for the Saturday program to discuss topics for their session.  Topic ideas were 
discussed and members were invited to share more with Dan after the meeting. 
 

6. West-Side Seminar – Larry Murphy suggested that the format used last year should be 
repeated since it worked so well.  Important to that success will be finding another judge 
to participate.  Brad Glazier is planning to soon meet with the Chair of the Grand Rapids 
Bar’s LELS to discuss the program and date (in May) in more detail.  They will also 
consider options for locale.   
 

7. Springboard Seminar – The date for this conference will be June 7, 2012, subject to 
confirmation with the Big Rock.  The Committee will be meeting to discuss the program 
immediately prior to the reception at the Mid-Winter Meeting.  Members were urged to 
extend an invitation to newer attorneys at their respective firms to attend the planning 
meeting. 
 

8. Law Notes – No report was provided. 
 

9. Old Business – John Runyan reported that the State Bar’s Publication Website Advisory 
Council met and they are endeavoring to have an issue of the Bar Journal dedicated to 
Labor and Employment Law in 2013.  He also reported that the State Bar Committee has 
committed to dedicating the January 2013 issue of the Bar Journal to Employee Benefits. 
 
Discussion was also held regarding the need to update the Section’s webpage.  The Chair 
has been in contact with the State Bar regarding this matter, and will be following up on 
the status of the update.  The Section’s minutes and information about the Mid-Winter 
meeting is already posted on the site. 
 

10. New Business – No new business was brought before the Council 
 

11. Next Meeting – February 13, 2012, at noon, at Varnum’s Novi office. 
 

The meeting was then ADJOURNED. (Motion by Susan Hiser, Second by Ronald Robinson) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Robert A. Boonin, Secretary 


