
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
August 12, 2019 

 
A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Law Section Council was held 
at 12:00 p.m. on Monday, August 12, 2019, at the Granite City Restaurant, Northville, Michigan. 
PRESENT: Gloria Hage, Jennifer Salvatore, Michele Crockett, John Runyan, Keith Brodie, 
Adam Forman, Erin Hopper, Jennifer McManus, Sarah Prescott, James Reid, Marlo Roebuck, 
Tad Roumayah, Heidi Sharp, Ann Marie Vercruysse Welch. 
ABSENT:  Mark Cousens, Andrey Tomkiw, Ronda Tate Truvillion 
 
1. Approval of Agenda:  No changes to the agenda.    

 
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes: Minutes of the June and August meeting will be circulated 

for approval at the September meeting.   
 
3.     Chair’s Report (Jen):    
 A. In Andrey’s absence, Jen reported on the “Wines of Summer” event held June 25, 

2019 at the Detroit Athletic Club (DAC). She reported that it was a beautiful 
evening and that the event was enjoyed by those in attendance.  

 B. James Reid reported on the Springboard event held June 6, 2019 at the Reserve 
adjoining the Big Rock Chophouse in Birmingham. He reported that the event 
went over well and thanked all those who had arranged for the federal and state 
judges, magistrate judges and law clerks who attended. John Runyan indicated 
that Judge Edmunds described it as a “fun” afternoon/evening.  

 C. In Andrey’s absence, Jen reported on the LELS Law Student Fellowship for 
2019-2020. She reported that a Wayne State law student named Lindsey Poetz has 
been selected for this year’s fellowship. A motion was made and passed 
confirming the selection.  

 D. Gloria Hage reported on the attached Bylaw amendments, the primary purpose of 
which is to allow the Section’s Annual Meeting to be held at a date time and 
location selected by a majority vote of the Council. The current plan is for the 
next Annual Meeting to be held in January 2020, in connection with the Mid-
Winter Meeting at the DAC. A motion was made and passed to approve the 
attached Bylaw amendments for publication in the Michigan Bar Journal and 
submission to the membership at the next Annual Meeting of the Section in 
January, 2020.   

 E. Jen reported that in accordance with the Bylaws, a nominating committee had 
been appointed consisting of Jeff Fraser, Susan Hiser and Brian Koncious. She 
also reported that several nominations had been received by the August 10th  
deadline for the four Council positions being vacated (Tomkiw, Prescott, Welch 
and Sharp) and the Treasurer’s position. Jen indicated that the Executive 
Committee will be meeting with the Nominating Committee to select a slate of 
nominees for presentation to the membership for election at the Annual Meeting 
in January, 2020 and to take office immediately thereafter.  



 F. Heidi led a discussion with respect to the format of the Mid-Winter/Annual 
meeting.   It was agreed that the January, 2020 Mid-Winter/Annual 
Meeting should continue to be held at the DAC, and January 24, 2020 was 
selected as the date. It was moved by John Runyan, seconded by James Reid that 
the Council approve a $3,000 deposit to the DAC to hold the January 24 date. 
Motion passed.  Also, it was suggested that an invitation immediately be sent to 
Associate Justice Elena Kagan, while contingency plans for another speaker are 
made. Gretchen Carlson and Nina Tottenberg were suggested. Jen also reported 
on a contact from Joe Golden regarding a possible joint program with the 
Macomb Bar Association on the future of work, but the consensus appeared to 
disfavor adding another event to the schedule.  

 G. The Wayne State Law School event was not discussed.  
 

4. Treasurer’s Report (Keith): Keith presented the attached written Treasurer’s Report. He 
reported that while membership numbers are down, the Section has recovered very nicely 
from the additional expense incurred with holding the Mid-Winter meeting at the DAC.  

 
5.    Jen distributed the attached schedule of Council meetings for 2019-2020, which will be held 

at Miller Canfield’s Detroit offices at noon, on the second Monday of the month. Heidi 
requested that information regarding parking be distributed.   

 
6.   Ann Marie reported on a possible collaboration with Tina Marie Wohlfield, a professor in the 

Walsh College Masters’ program who is conducting events in Grand Rapids, Traverse City 
and Lansing.   

 
7.   Michelle reported on the State Bar Leadership Conference on Mackinac Island, which she 

described as disappointing, with very few useful takeaways. She indicated that all Sections of 
the State Bar are experiencing a decline in membership. Brief discussion on the implications 
of the Supreme Court’s decision in Janus v. AFSCME Council 31 for the State Bar of 
Michigan.   

8.    Adjournment at 1:30 p.m.   
    

 
   


