
Labor and Employment Law Section Minutes 

 
August 9, 2010 Meeting was called to order at 12:10 pm at the offices of Varnum LLP, Novi, MI 

 

Present:  Larry Murphy, Jeff Donahue, Dan Bretz , Darcie Brault, Dennis Boren, Rob Boonin,  
Richard Mack, Susan Hiser, Joe Starr, Megan Norris and George Wirth 

Absent: Brad Glazier, Barry Goldman, Brian Koncius, Robert Palmer, Niraj Ganatra, Tim 
Howlett  

 

Jeff Donahue called for approval of the June 2010 minutes which were approved without 
objection. 

 

Tim Howlett was unable to be present for the meeting but provided Jeff with a 6/30/2010 General 
Ledger summary and balance sheet. Highlights are that net income is up $26,000 for the year and 
our overall fund balance is up $15,000.  

 

Jeff Donahue gave the Chair’s report. The nominating committee met July 16th which was chaired 
by Dave Calzone with Shel Stark, Richard Hooker and the officers of the section. Larry Murphy, 
Niraj Ganatra, Brad Glazier and Dennis Boren have been nominated for second terms. New 
members nominated for council membership are Jeff Steele to fill a management position and 
Ron Robinson to fill a neutral position. Rob Boonin has been nominated for the position of 
treasurer, Tim Howlett for secretary, George Wirth as vice chair and Darcie Brault as chair. The 
nominees will stand for election as a group at the annual meeting to be held on September 30, 
2010. 

Jeff had circulated information from the State Bar regarding the notice for comments. The section 
chose not to comment on the State Bar request for comments on political positions by the bar in 
line with the section’s protocol to not get directly involved in issues where there would be a split 
in positions by members of the council.  

 

It was agreed to discuss setting the budget for 2010-2011 at the September council meeting. 

Larry Murphy reported on the annual meeting. Everything is in place. The agenda is on the State 
Bar Section website and on post cards that will be sent out. There is an excellent group of 
speakers on the topic of Social Media. The budget for the hospitality room after the meeting is set 
and is based on 75 people in attendance. 

 

Dennis Boren stated that letters have been sent out to section members who are part of the NLRB 
labor group for their meeting which takes places directly before the general section meeting. The 
NLRB meeting is open to anyone who wishes to attend. Dennis also gave an update on the NLRB 
annual Gottfried Seminar which is scheduled for October 14, 2010 at Wayne State University. 
Brochures are ready for mailing and it should be a large turnout. The featured speaker is new 
NLRB Board member Craig Becker and there will be a special afternoon reception honoring 
Robert Battista, Leonard Page and Dennis Devaney.   

 



Dennis made a motion for the section to again sponsor up to eight law students to attend the 
seminar at $25 registration per student. Motion passed without objection. 

 

Joe Starr gave a brief update on the Mid Winter Meeting. We are confirmed for the Detroit 
Athletic Club and have our dinner speaker set.  Saturday morning speakers and topics are 
currently under discussion. 

 

Shel Stark was not present but Rob Boonin, Tim Howlett and George Wirth attended the ICLE 
Labor and Employment Law planning conference and gave a brief overview. Shel is retiring from 
ICLE. The seminar will be held again in April 2011 at St. John’s Conference Center in Plymouth.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:20pm. 

 

Next meeting will be at Varnum LLP, Grand Rapids office located at 333 Bridge Street, 
Grand Rapids Michigan at 12:00 noon on Thursday September 30, 2010. After the meeting 
members will walk over to the State Bar annual meeting. 


