
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW SECTION 

 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

September 9, 2019 
 

A meeting of the State Bar of Michigan’s Labor and Employment Law Section Council was held 
at 12:00 p.m. on Monday, September 9, 2019, at the offices of Miller Canfield, Detroit,  Michigan. 
 
PRESENT: Gloria Hage (phone), Jennifer Salvatore, Michelle Crockett, John Runyan, Mark 
Cousens (phone), Erin Hopper (phone), Jennifer McManus, Sarah Prescott, James Reid, Marlo 
Roebuck (phone), Heidi Sharp, Ronda Tate Truvillion, Ann Marie Vercruysse Welch. 
 
ABSENT: Keith Brodie, Adam Forman, Tad Roumayah, Andrey Tomkiw. 
 

1. Approval of Agenda: Motion by James, seconded by Ronda to approve the agenda. 
Motion passed.    

 
2. Approval of Meeting Minutes: The June 10 and August 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes were 
circulated to the Council prior to the meeting. Michelle moved to approve the minutes.  Heidi 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 
3.      Chair’s Report (Jen):    

 
A. Jen welcomed new LELS Law Student Fellow Lindsay Poetz, who is a 3L at 

Michigan State University and works part-time with the Michigan Supreme Court.  
Lindsay is a former public school teacher and this summer, was a Peggy Browning 
Fellow, working for the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) in Washington, 
DC. Mark commented that Lindsay was beloved at the AFT. The remainder of the 
Council introduced themselves to Lindsay. 

 
B. Jen presented the report of the Nominating Committee which consisted of Jeff 

Fraser, Susan Hiser and Brian Koncius. Heidi was nominated to become the new 
Treasurer,  for a term commencing after the rescheduled Annual Meeting of the 
Section on January 24, 2020. To fill the vacancies on the Council left by the 
expiring terms of Sarah, Heidi, Andrey and Ann Marie, the Nominating Committee 
nominated Colleen Carroll, James Hermon. Mami Kato and Robin Wagner, also 
for terms commencing after the rescheduled Annual Meeting on January 24, 2020. 
Bob Finkel, John Gardiner and Nedra Campbell were mentioned as possible 
alternates.   

 
C. Jen reported that ICLE had requested the Section to become a Gold sponsor ($3500) 

of the 45th Annual Labor and Employment Law Institute scheduled for April 16-
17, 2020, with accompanying complimentary registrations as in the past.. Moved 
by John, seconded by Heidi to approve sponsorship at the $3500 level. Motion 
passed.         



D. Jen reported that Dennis Boren of the NLRB had requested that the Section again 
sponsor up to 20 law student scholarships at $35 each for the Bernard Gottfried 
Memorial Labor Law Symposium at Wayne State University Law School on 
Thursday, October 17, 2019. Moved by John, seconded by Ann Marie that the 
Council approve the requested scholarships for the Bernard Gottfried Memorial 
Labor Law Symposium. Motion passed.  

 
E. Jen reported on a request from Kym London from the Women’s Lawyers 

Association that the Section endorse its pending request before the State Bar 
Representative Assembly that Michigan join those states which have supported the 
ABA Model Canon amending Section 2(f) of the Michigan Code of Judicial 
Conduct to provide that a judge shall not hold membership in any organization 
which practices invidious discrimination on the basis of race, sex, etc.After 
considerable discussion, Jen agreed that she would contact Kym for more 
information before presenting the issue to the Council for an email vote.  

 
4. Treasurer’s Report (Keith): Keith was unable to be present so no Treasurer’s Report was 

presented. 
 
5. Diversity Luncheon Series (Micelle):Michelle reported that she, Heidi and Ronda will be 

holding a conference call for the purpose of planning a diversity luncheon for November. 
 
6. Holiday Party Update (Tad): Tad was unable to be present but in his absence, Jen reported 

that by email vote, the Council had approved Thursday, December 12, 2019, as the date of 
this year’s Holiday Party at the Birmingham Country Club. 

 
7. Midwinter (and Annual) Meeting Update (Heidi): Heidi made an extensive report on the 

Midwinter (and Annual) Meeting which will be held on Friday, January 24, 2020, at the 
Detroit Athletic Club. A deposit has been made and the date secured. The service charge has 
increased to 22% and the food and beverage minimum has increased to $21,600. Invitations 
have gone out to Supreme Court Justices. Other speakers suggested were Dana Nessel, Barb 
McQuade, David Maraniss, Nina Tottenberg, Danielle McGuire and a speaker from Pepsi. 
Gloria agreed to follow up with Barb McQuade.  

 
Some consideration will be given to lunches at the DAC for the Springboard Planning group 
and the NLRB group. With respect to the updates, to be held from 1:30-4:30 p.m. the 
consensus appeared to be to fine tune the existing panel of presenters rather than issue a 
wholesale call for new speakers.  With respect to the Distinguished Service Award, John 
suggested that the selection committee for the award be drawn from past chairs of the Section, 
giving due consideration to diversity, geographic and otherwise.  

 
8. West-side Events (Sarah and Ann Marie): Ann Marie made an extensive report. A Happy 

Hour has been scheduled for September 26, 2019, in Traverse City , co-sponsored by HR 
Unite. The space adjoining the Blue Tractor has been donated at no charge. A second Happy 
Hour has been scheduled for October 3, 2019 in Lansing at the offices of Clark Hill. 



Ann Marie also reported that a third Happy Hour had been tentatively scheduled for December 
15, 2019 in Grand Rapids but that no space had been located. Sarah reported that we had been 
invited by the Federal Bar Association to co-sponsor a networking event at the University 
Club in Grand Rapids on October 29, 2019, at which UM Law Professor Sam Bagenstos will 
discuss several Supreme Court decisions. After much discussion, it was agreed that the 
December 15 even should be combined with the October 29 event, so that we are not 
scheduling two events in Grand Rapids within a couple of weeks of each other. Jen moved 
and Sarah seconded to approve up to $1,000 each for the Traverse City and Lansing events. 
Motion passed.  

 
9. Non-Lawyer Membership & Renewals (Mark/Jen): Mark reported that he is working with 

Heather Anderson of the SBM which, for the first time, appears to be willing to send 
membership renewal invoices to non lawyers.  

 
10. Susan Hiser Gift (Michelle): Michelle suggested that the Council approve a gift certificate 

to Susan Hiser for continuing to host Council meetings at her offices long after her term of 
office had expired. Motion was passed unanimously to approve a $100 gift certificate for 
Susan. James suggested that the Council needs to do more to recognize and involve the e-
newsletter committee, particularly since no one from that committee was nominated to the 
Council. 

 
11. Motion to Adjourn at 1:40 p.m.         
 

 


	1. Approval of Agenda: Motion by James, seconded by Ronda to approve the agenda. Motion passed.
	1. Approval of Agenda: Motion by James, seconded by Ronda to approve the agenda. Motion passed.
	2. Approval of Meeting Minutes: The June 10 and August 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes were circulated to the Council prior to the meeting. Michelle moved to approve the minutes.  Heidi seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
	2. Approval of Meeting Minutes: The June 10 and August 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes were circulated to the Council prior to the meeting. Michelle moved to approve the minutes.  Heidi seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
	3.      Chair’s Report (Jen):
	3.      Chair’s Report (Jen):

