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Message from the Chair
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Maybe it is too late to start this message with Happy New Year, since it is February and I saw many
section members at our Mid-Winter meeting at the Detroit Athletic Club on January 22, 2016. 
However, the sentiment may be appropriate as we earnestly undertake the implementation of our
Strategic Plan, which the Council worked on for much of the past year. 

The Strategic Plan has been a great tool to allow us, as a Council, to review what it is that we do,
understand why we do it, and help us decide whether to continue it and/or how to improve it.  It has
also caused me to look at other areas of my life and practice in a similarly critical way and, as a result,
I have made some changes.  First was my hair.  (Sorry, that will only be funny to those who attended
the Mid-Winter meeting and will hopefully pique the interest of those who did not attend to sign up for
next year's Mid-Winter meeting.)  Seriously, I have taken a look at what I do and why I do it and have
cut out some habits that I found to be inefficient or ineffective and that do not provide a benefit to my
practice or personal life.  One example is that I do not keep a separate hardcopy paper calendar
anymore, I have moved to a fully virtual calendar to save money, space, and time.  I have also begun
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to implement some habits that I believe will benefit my practice and personal life.  For instance, I have
started to send more notes/letters recognizing the positive experiences I have had.  I challenge all of
our members to take a serious look at yourself, your practice, and your firm, and to make changes
where you find need.  Best of luck!

LELS Diversity Luncheon Series

Jennifer Salvatore
NachtLaw
Click Here to Email

The Women's Luncheon Series was a big success last year.  This year, the format will remain the
same but with a different theme-diversity.  There will be an announcement soon regarding dates and
topics for this year's series.  Stay tuned, and we hope you can join us!

2016 LELS Mid-Winter Meeting
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The Annual Mid-Winter Meeting for the Labor and Employment Law Section was held at the Detroit
Athletic Club on Friday, January 22, 2016.  The all-Friday format was a hit for the second straight year,
evidenced by the hundreds of practitioners in attendance.  MERC, NLRB, EEO, and FMLA updates
and substantive handouts were provided by Erin M. Hopper (White Schneider, PC), Keith J. Brodie
(Barnes & Thornburg LLP), Jeffrey A. Steele (Macomb Community College), and Sarah S. Prescott (),
respectively. 

Jeffrey A. Steele

Sarah S. Prescott

These updates were followed by a compelling panel discussion entitled "Who is the Employer and



Who is an Employee? Recent Legal Developments Defining the Workforce in the Gig Economy," with
experienced panelists including Jesse L. Young (Sommers Schwartz, PC), Mami Kato (Sachs
Waldman, PC), and Gregory V. Murray (The Murray Law Group).  The panel discussion was
moderated by Joseph P. Canfield.

Gregory Murray, Joseph Canfield, Jesse Young, and Mami Kato.

The evening program featured the LELS Distinguished Service Award, which was presented to
eminent labor and employment lawyers Kathleen L. Bogas (Bogas & Koncius, PC) (award presented
by Ms. Bogas' daughter, Attorney Kate B. Rhodes) and John R. Runyan, Jr. (Sachs Waldman, PC)
(award presented by Sheldon J. Stark). The Distinguished Service Award portion of the program was
followed by Distinguished Speaker, Rick Pluta, Reporter and Producer, Michigan Public Radio.

Kathy Bogas



John Runyan

Congrats to the award recipients and big thanks to the panelists and all those who contributed to
make this event a success!

The LELS Holiday Cocktail Party

More than 100 section members attended the LELS Holiday Cocktail party held on December 11,
2015 at the Birmingham Country Club.  With no program or speeches, section members gathered for
good company and conversation in the spirit of the season.

Benjamin Anchill, Tad Roumayah, Trisha Benson, and Angela Mannarino



Jessica Vartanian, Carly Osadetz, and Brian Shekell

Thanks to Sam Morgan and the Council for putting on this great event.

Supreme Court Watch List:

Green v. Brennan:  The Supreme Court is expected to resolve a circuit split on whether, under federal
employment discrimination law, the filing period for a constructive discharge claim begins to run when
an employee resigns, as five circuits have held, or at the time of an employer's last allegedly
discriminatory act giving rise to the resignation, as three other circuits have held.

CRST Van Expedited, Inc. v. EEOC:  The Supreme Court is expected to decide whether a Title VII
case, based on the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission's total failure to satisfy its pre-suit
investigation, reasonable cause, and conciliation obligations, can form the basis of an attorney's fee
award to the defendant under 42 U.S.C. § 2000e-5(k).

Tyson Foods, Inc. v. Bouaphakeo:  The Supreme Court is expected to decide the following two issues:
 (1) Whether differences among individual class members may be ignored and a class action certified
under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(b)(3), or a collective action certified under the Fair Labor
Standards Act, where liability and damages will be determined with statistical techniques that
presume all class members are identical to the average observed in a sample; and (2) whether a
class action may be certified or maintained under Rule 23(b)(3), or a collective action certified or
maintained under the Fair Labor Standards Act, when the class contains hundreds of members who
were not injured and have no legal right to any damages.

Introducing New LELS Communications Committee
Members

The LELS Communications Committee is pleased to welcome its newest members:  Patrick L.
O'Brien, Erica P. Bell, and Erika P. Thorn.



Patrick L. O'Brien
Bodman PLC
Click here to Email

Patrick is an associate at Bodman PLC, where he is a member of the Workplace Law Practice Group.
Patrick concentrates his practice in representing management in labor and employment matters.  To
view his attorney profile, click here.

Erica P. Bell
Multi-Training Systems LLC
Click Here to Email

Erica Bell serves as the Employment Law Advisor for Multi-Training Systems LLC. Erica develops and
facilitates national training programs for work place issues such as harassment, diversity, inclusion,
hiring and recruitment practices, conflict resolution, and problem solving for various large employers.
Prior to joining MTS, she served as in-house counsel for a German automotive supplier where she
advised and supported the company's business partners, including the human resource department.
Erica's current and previous in-house roles are founded upon her years of law firm experience
handling a broad range of commercial and civil matters.
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Erika P. Thorn
White Schneider PC
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Erika is an associate at White Schneider, PC. Specializing in labor, employment, and education law,
Erika litigates cases before the Teacher Tenure Commission, the Michigan Employment Relations
Commission, and other state administrative agencies. She also handles long-term disability appeals
and social security matters. To view her attorney profile, click here.

Call for Committee Members for June's Spring Board and
Speakers for September's Annual Meeting

If interested in either of these opportunities, please contact Brian Koncius at
bkoncius@bogaslaw.com.

Reminder: Visit the New LELS Website

As a reminder, the Section has launched a new website and interactive online community for its
members-SBM Connect. This private community will enhance the way we communicate and build
relationships through the Section. To see what all of the buzz is about, log in to SBM Connect today
at: http://connect.michbar.org/laborlaw/home/ 

ACCESS to archived seminar materials and the Lawnotes.
FIND upcoming Section events
NETWORK via a comprehensive member directory
PARTICIPATE in focused discussion groups
SHARE knowledge and resources in the member-only library

Want to Get Involved? Have Ideas for Topics/Presenters?
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Thoughts to Make Your Section Membership Better? Let Us
Know!

Don't be shy. We want to hear from you. We want to know what interests you and what you would like
to see from your membership in the Section. We strive to provide the best programming around
substantive topics and practical application as well as great networking opportunities for our members
and think we are doing a good job (at least that is what the surveys and feedback have said) but we
are always looking to do more and do it better. Tell us if you have any thoughts on topics you would
like to hear about in our upcoming programs. Tell us if you have any desire to be a speaker and on
what topics. Tell us if you have someone in mind that you think would be an interesting speaker on a
topic.  We want to hear from you.  Post it on the SBM Connect or email Brian Koncius
(bkoncius@kbogaslaw.com) or Allyson Miller (Allyson.Miller@greektowncasino.com) with your ideas
and thoughts.
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STAY CONNECTED:
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