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State Bar of Michigan 
 

Intellectual Property Law Section 

Council Meeting 

 

September 10, 2014 

By Teleconference 

 

Attendance: Karl Ondersma, Kristen Spano, David Berry, Steve Hansen, Kendra Mattison, Hope Shovein, 

Beth Coakley, Sharon Brady, Gene Rath, Tamara Clark, Kristin Murphy, Chad Kleinheksel, and 

Stephanie Stenberg (ICLE). 

 

Meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the Council meetings in June and August 2014, and the minutes 

from the Section’s annual business meeting on July 19, 2014 were reviewed and approved as amended. 

 

Financial Report: 

David Berry commented on the Section finances. Based on a preliminary report provided by the SBM, the 

Section had a balance of $103,624.51 as of August 31, 2014, which includes funds generated from Detroit 

Satellite Patent Office Gala sponsorships and earmarked for the patent pro bono program. Some expenses 

from the Summer Institute are not reflected in this total. David noted that the SBM’s fiscal year ends 

September 30, so all requests for reimbursement need to be submitted at this time. The Council discussed 

the need to project expenses for the coming year. David reported that he had received historical financial 

reports from Becky Weaver and would present an analysis for discussion at a future meeting. 

 

Summer Institute Report: 

Stephanie Stenberg from ICLE presented the final report for the 2014 Summer Institute. The program had 

slightly higher attendance than 2013, and the presentations were well-received.  

 

 

IPLS Proceedings: 

David Berry reported that he, Tamara Clark, Chad Kleinheksel, and Beth Coakley were scheduled to meet 

immediately following the Council meeting to plan future issues of the IPLS Proceedings. 

 

Social Media: 

Gene Rath reported on the development of social media for the Section. Gene has drafted a set of 

questions to provide information to the SBM regarding use of social media functions on the new website. 

He will circulate those questions and guidelines for a Section presence on LinkedIn. 

 

Michigan Patent Pro Bono Program: 

David Berry reported on the status of the Michigan Patent Pro Bono program. The goal remains to 

announce the program in early October. A small group of patent practitioners from the steering committee 

is reviewing and revising the USPTO “best practices” document to create a set of operating procedures 

suitable for our program. David will circulate those procedures to the Council. 

 

Lawyers for the Creative Economy: 

Karl Ondersma confirmed that the Shivangee Pandya, the director of a new pro bono initiative targeting 

unmet legal need in the arts and creative industry, Lawyers for the Creative Economy (“LCE”), has been 

invited to the Council’s October 9 meeting to discuss the program. 
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House Bill 5701: 

Karl Ondersma reported that he has informed the Michigan House committee advisor, who had contacted 

the Section seeking comments on HB 5701, that the Section would not take a position on the bill. Karl 

also obtained information about the bill’s sponsor and will be sending an email blast to Section members. 

 

PTAB Program in November 2014 

Karl Ondersma reported that Janet Gongola of the USPTO had contacted the Section about sponsoring a 

USPTO PTAB Roundtable to be held at Cooley Law School in Auburn Hills on November 4, 2014. Karl, 

Sharon Brady, Beth Coakley, and David Berry volunteered to assist in planning the event. The Council 

discussed using other IP groups, such as MIPLA and the Grand Rapids Bar Association, to help promote 

the program. 

 

Section Achievement Award 

The Council discussed instituting an annual award to be presented to a person who has made an 

exceptional, lifetime contribution to intellectual property law in the State of Michigan. Karl made a 

motion to create the award (seconded by Kristen Spano). Discussion followed concerning the procedures 

for nominations, selection of a winner, and award criteria. Beth Coakley observed that the award required 

a well-thought-out review process in order to be successful. The Council tabled the motion pending 

further investigation. Kristen Spano, Beth Coakley, and Hope Shovein volunteered to work on the award 

project. 

 

Planning for 2015 Spring Seminar: 

Stephanie Stenberg led an extended and active discussion of potential formats, speakers, and topics for 

the 2015 Spring Seminar, to be held at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing on March 16, 2015. 

 

Planning for Fall 2015 Institute: 

Stephanie Stenberg led a discussion of potential formats, speakers, and topics for the Section’s Fall 2015 

IP Institute, which will be held at the Westin Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit on September 17-18, 2015. 

The Council approved the Kresge Court at the Detroit Institute of Arts as a Thursday evening reception 

venue. Stephanie will collect more information of availability, pricing, and food options for consideration 

at the next meeting. The Council discussed the possibility of a second network event for Friday night at 

the Detroit Athletic Club in connection with the Tigers v. Kansas City Royals baseball game.  

 

Next Meetings: 

The next Council meeting will be October 9 in Lansing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

     David C. Berry 

     Secretary 


