
Minutes of the Intellectual Property Section Council Meeting

September 12, 2013

1. Attendance

Present: Adam Strauss, Karl Ondersma, Kristen Spano, David Berry, Kendra

Mattison, Kristen Murphy, Tamara Clark, Steve Hansen, Sharon Brady, Eugene Rath,

Hope Shovein, Chad Kleinheksel (via phone), Stephanie Stenberg and Amy Tilchen

of the Institute of Continuing Legal Education.

2. Call to Order

Chair, Adam Strauss called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.

3. Consent agenda

Consent Agenda: Adam Strauss provided a listing of Consent Agenda items as

follows:

A. Council members may submit an expense report to the Section for mileage to

attend the meetings, including the Annual Business Meeting held at the annual

Intellectual Property Law Summer Institute.

B. The Section will pay expenses (two nights for each member) for attending the

Summer Institute for the Section’s Chair, Chair-Elect, and moderators, and that the

Chair and/or Chair-Elect should each serve as a moderator of one of the tracks

provided the track is in the person’s practice area (i.e., a patent lawyer would not have

to moderate the trademark track and a trademark attorney would not have to moderate

the patent track).

C. The Section will pay the Summer Institute seminar fee for any council member

whose employer will not reimburse the seminar fee, on that council member’s written

request to the Chair for the Section to do so.

D. The Section will pay expenses for the Chair-Elect to attend the State Bar of

Michigan’s annual Bar Leadership Forum.

Adam Strauss moved to approve the Consent Agenda items, and Karl O. seconded.

Approved unanimously.
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4. Minutes Approval

The minutes of the August, 2013 Meeting, with changes, were unanimously

approved.

5. Reports

A. Treasurer’s Report: Kristen Spano reported the ending fund balance as of August

2013 to be $94,103.38 with total expenses of $37,008.66. It is noted for the

record that the Section is holding approximately $35,000 in excess sponsorship

funds from the USPTO Detroit Office Gala that will dedicated to starting an IP

Pro Bono Program. Detailed financial reports provided by the State Bar are

available from Kristen on request.

B. 2013 Summer Institute Final Report: Stephanie Stenberg distributed a final report

on the Summer Seminar. She reported that 245 individuals registered for the

seminar, with 224 actual attendees. This was up from 181 registrants in Traverse

City in 2012, and up from the 211 registrants at Mackinaw in 2011. Evaluations

of speakers were provided with report, which overall were positive and high. The

overall institute rating was 6.14 out of 7.0. 50 out of 51 respondents said they

would recommend the program to others. 44 out of 51 respondents said they plan

to attend next year.

C. IPLS Proceedings: David Berry reported that an issue should be going out in the

next few months. Discussions were had regarding the use of the LinkedIn group

to post and further promote Proceedings issues, and sending article requests

through list-serve.

D. Writing Competition: David Berry distributed competition rules for discussion.

David moved to continue the writing competition in 2014, and Karl O. seconded.

Approved unanimously.

6. Continuing Business

A. State Bar Annual Meeting: Adam Strauss reported that on Thursday, September

19, 2013, 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m at the Lansing Center in Lansing, MI, Adam and

Kristen Murphy will moderate - IP Overview: Patents, Trademarks, Copyrights,

& Trade Secrets in 60 Minutes or Less.



3

B. Pro Bono Program: Dave Berry reported that he received a letter from Judge

Rader inviting him to attend a ceremony in his chambers on October 25, 2013, to

sign the charter for the new America Invents Act Pro Bono Advisory Council and

to elect a Steering Committee. Adam subsequently reviewed this with the State

Bar and reported that they have no objection to our participation, but would like

to be kept informed of our actions. Subsequent to the September 12, 2013

meeting, David Berry, via email on October 1, 2013, moved as follows: I hereby

move that David C. Berry be authorized to sign the AIA Pro Bono Advisory

Council Charter as a representative of the Intellectual Property Law Section of the

State Bar of Michigan, as indicated in Judge Rader's September 5, 2013

invitation. Prof. Berry will be responsible for all costs of attending the ceremony.

Adam Strauss seconded the motion. Approved unanimously.

C. Social Media Activity: A motion to set up a closed Linked In group for the IP

Section of the State Bar of Michigan for the discussion of topical issues relating to

the practice of Intellectual Property law was seconded and unanimously approved.

Kendra and Eugene will work to develop guidelines for the group, and to

coordinate with and update the State Bar.

D. 2014 Spring Seminar: Monday, March 24, 2014 at Kellogg Center, East Lansing.

Deadline for speakers and topics is October 15, 2013. ICLE has extended

invitations to the USPTO for patent and trademark speakers. Lunch speaker

confirmed. Other topics with confirmed speakers: PCT Practice, IP Protection in

the Workforce, Innovation Partners (Auto Harvest), Supplemental Register

(confirmed 10/1). Further discussed topics and speakers for spring seminar.

7. New Business

A. Michigan Community Resources: Kristen Spano reported that she received a

funding request from MCR, originally known as Community Legal Resources.

MCR has requested a donation from the Section to help fund its pro bono legal

referral program. Kristen will distribute the request to the Council for review and

consideration.

B. Summer Seminar: July 17-19, 2014 (40th Annual). Discussed speakers for

copyright, patent and trademark topics. Decision to showcase Federal Court

Judges.
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C. Future Meeting Dates: 2nd Thursday of each month at the Lexington Lansing Hotel –

Bordeaux Restaurant: October 10, 2013 and November 7, 2013.

8. Formal Adjournment

A Motion to adjourn was seconded and unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at

11:26 a.m.


