
Minutes of the Intellectual Property Section Council Meeting 

November 14, 2013 

 

1. Attendance 

 
Present:  Adam Strauss, Karl Ondersma, Kristen Spano, Kendra Mattison, Kristen 
Murphy, Tamara Clark, Steve Hansen, Sharon Brady, Eugene Rath, Hope Shovein, 
Chad Kleinheksel and Amy Tilchen of the Institute of Continuing Legal Education.  
 

2. Call to Order 

Chair, Adam Strauss called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 

3. Minutes Approval 

 

The minutes of the October, 2013 Meeting were unanimously approved.  
 

4. Reports 

 

A. Treasurer’s Report: Kristen Spano reported financial reports from the State Bar 
for the month of September indicate an ending fund balance of $87,031.94.  It is 
again noted for the record that the Section is holding excess sponsorship funds 
from the USPTO Detroit Office Gala that will dedicated to starting an IP Pro 
Bono Program.    
 

B. IPLS Proceedings and Writing Competition:  David Berry reported by email in 
advance of the meeting that the Proceedings editors are reviewing the papers for 
the next issue. David will send to Adam a "call for papers" to distribute. The 
editors will try to put out the next issue soon (hopefully just after Thanksgiving). 
The issue will prominently promote the upcoming spring and summer programs.  
David also reported that he is sending writing competition announcements this 
week. Entries will be due in May. 
 
 

5.  Continuing Business 

 

A. Pro Bono Program:    David Berry reported that on October 25, he signed the 
charter for the national America Invents Act Patent Pro Bono Advisory 
Committee at a ceremony at the Federal Circuit in Washington. Speakers at the 
event included Chief Judge Rader, former USPTO Director David Kappos, and 
current Acting Director Theresa Stanek Rea.  John Calvert, the head of the 
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USPTO Innovation Office, who is the principal USPTO resource person for the 
state programs, reported that programs already are accepting clients in Minnesota, 
California, Colorado, and Virginia/DC. He expects other programs to begin 
opening over the next several weeks, and for programs to cover 47 states by the 
end of 2014.     
 
One perplexing issue facing many programs is the problem of professional 
liability. Several months ago, the USPTO and Federal Circuit bar attempted to 
negotiate a coverage package through a national carrier to cover attorneys 
representing clients in patent pro bono matters. Calvert indicated that those 
negotiations were unsuccessful, since the coverage was too expensive. Michael 
Stewart has suggested that we might propose some sort of "good samaritan" 
statute in Michigan, to limit (or eliminate) liability for practitioners giving advice 
through certified pro bono programs.  

On November 1, David sent a letter to representatives of 13 firms and in-house 
legal departments inviting them to participate in a Michigan patent pro bono 
steering committee. Several have already accepted (including our own Sharon 
Brady and Karl Ondersma). He will schedule an initial organizations meeting 
shortly. In the meantime, David is identifying pro bono organizations that may be 
able to serve as the administrative backbone for our program. 

 
B. Social Media Activity:    Discussions are ongoing with the State Bar regarding 

suggestions for starting a LinkedIn Group for the IP Section.  Kendra, Gene and 
Adam will follow up when they have more info. 

 
C. Seminars:   

 
(1) Spring Seminar 2014 - Continuing to finalize speakers and topics for 

the seminar on Monday, March 24, 2014 at Kellogg Center, East 
Lansing.  Dave Berry and Hope Shovein will moderate the patent and 
trademark tracks.  ICLE is waiting on USPTO to schedule speakers for 
the patent and trademark law updates. Counterfeit breakout speakers to 
be finalized. 

 
(2) Summer Seminar 2014: July 17-19 (40th Annual). Continued to 

finalize speakers and topics. Karl will moderate Friday, and Karl and 
Kristen S. will moderate Saturday.  Invitations to Federal Court Judges 
for panel session extended and we are working on finalizing same. 
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6. New Business 

 
A. ICLE: Further discussions regarding ICLE’s future involvement in Spring and 

Summer Seminars and potential venue and format changes for 2015 and beyond.  
Council to work with Ann Vrooman, Director of Research and Development at 
the State Bar, to survey Section members in an effort to meet their needs and 
maximize attendance.  Karl O. to work on potential survey questions. 
 
 

B. Strategic Plan: Anne Vrooman from the State Bar attended and discussed long 
term strategic plan for our Section, including the basic process and benefits of 
developing a plan.  She also discussed the assistance she and the State Bar can 
provide with the development of the survey.  Survey should be 10 minutes or less.  
We hope to develop and send in the next few months, and promote it in 
Proceedings.  After survey, to develop the strategic plan, we will look at Section 
values and the survey results and develop goals and a mission for the Section to 
accomplish over the next few years. 

 

7. Future Meeting Dates 

 

A. December 12, 2013, teleconference 
B. January 9, 2014, teleconference 

 
8. Formal Adjournment 

Karl O. motioned to adjourn, Kristen S. seconded and the motion was unanimously 
approved.  Meeting adjourned at 11:23 a.m.   


