
Minutes of the

Intellectual Property Law Section Annual Meeting

Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island

July 19, 2014

Chair, Adam Strauss, called the meeting to order prior to the start of the presentations.

Secretary-Treasurer, Kristen Spano, reported the Council had another successful year. The

largest expenditures were related to the Annual Spring Seminar and the PTO Roundtable and

reception hosted at Cooley Law School. She reported that the Section currently has a balance of

$105,697.03, which includes excess sponsorship funds from the USPTO Detroit Office Gala that

are to be dedicated to starting an IP Pro Bono Program.

Council Member, David Berry reported that the Section has taken the lead in facilitating the

development of a Pro Bono program for Michigan. He reported that the he met with significant

stakeholders in any pro bono program, including private firms with significant patent practices

and corporate legal departments. Based on the positive result of that meeting, the Council

organized a steering committee to direct implementation of a program. David Berry also reported

that the steering committee is selecting a not-for-profit legal service provider to administer the

program and working to establishing program guidelines, with a goal to roll-out the program in

September.

Chair Elect, Karl Ondersma, thanked Adam Strauss for leadership and guidance during the past

year, and reported on the Council’s efforts to survey members regarding educational programs

offered by the Section. He discussed that the goal of this effort was to evaluate efforts to date

and assist in future program planning. This review was also important to our longtime partner,

the Institute of Continuing Legal Education (ICLE), as it continues to evaluate its seminar

activities. He discussed the results of the survey, which have been posted on the State Bar

website. Chair Elect, Karl Ondersma, also announced that based on the survey results, and in an

effort to serve different interests of the Section members, the 2015 Summer Institute, will be in

September in the Detroit area. The 2016 and 2017 Summer Institutes will be held at the Grand

Hotel on Mackinac Island.

Chair, Adam Strauss then discussed the accomplishments and activities of the IPLS for the year

as reported in the Section’s annual report, including the following:

• 39th Annual Intellectual Property Law Summer Institute held July 18-20, 2013,

at the Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island;
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• IP Overview (Seminar): Patents, Trade Secrets, Trademarks & Copyrights in

60 Minutes or Less, held September 19, 2013, in Lansing;

• 2014 Spring IP Law Seminar, held March 24, 2014 in at the Kellogg Center, East

Lansing;

• US Patent & Trademark Office, Patent Trial and Appeal Board Roundtable and

Reception held on April 24, 2014 at Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Auburn

Hills;

• 40th Annual Intellectual Property Law Summer Institute held July 17-19, 2014

at the Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island; and

• Additional Efforts by the Council: Development of a Pro Bono Program as

discussed by David Berry; Annual Writing Competition; Proceedings; Social Media

efforts; and a Survey of the Section’s members regarding educational opportunities

provided by the Section to assist in future planning as discussed by Karl Ondersma.

Chair, Adam Strauss announced the nominations of Kristen Spano as Chair Elect and David

Berry as Secretary-Treasurer for the 2014-2015 Council.

He also announced the following members of the 2014-2015 Council (with terms expiring in

2015 and 2016: Tamara Clark, Bloomfield Hills, Steven Hansen, Waterford, Chad Kleinheksel,

Sharon Brady, Milford, Eugene Rath, Kalamazoo; Hope Shovein, Southfield.

Chair, Adam Strauss, also announced the following nominations for members of the 2014-2015

Council (with terms expiring in 2017): Lisabeth Coakley, Troy; Kendra Mattison, Auburn hills,

Kristin Murphy, Bloomfield Hills.

All individuals accepted their nominations. A motion to approve the nominations for Council

officers and new members was made and seconded and the meeting was adjourned.
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