
 
Moderator: Bret Jackson, President 
Economic Alliance for Michigan 
 
Bret Jackson is the president of the non-profit Economic Alliance 
for Michigan (EAM). Founded in 1982, the EAM is comprised of 
businesses and unions working together with one clear objective, 
the continued growth of Michigan’s economy by creating an 
atmosphere that inspires job growth and maintains Michigan’s 

competitiveness for attracting new companies and talent. EAM’s membership 
provides health benefits to an estimated 900,000 lives and seeks to use the 
collective voice of Michigan’s purchasers to serve as catalysts for change to ensure 
appropriate access to patient-centric, high-value healthcare. Bret began working at 
the EAM in 2007 as legislative director. In 2010, he was elected vice president and 
became the organization’s third president in January 2011. Bret oversees all EAM 
activities including policy development, research, education, administration, 
membership, and advocacy. He developed and manages the EAM Health Purchaser 
Forums, Oncology Symposium, and other various health purchaser roundtables. 
With the EAM as The Leapfrog Group’s Regional Leader for Michigan, Bret is a 
leader in advocating for patient safety in the State of Michigan and completed The 
Leapfrog Group’s Bruce Bradley Fellowship in 2017.  He serves as chair of the 
Health Policy Affinity Group and on the Board of Governors for the National 
Alliance of Healthcare Purchaser Coalitions. In 2020, Bret was appointed to the 
National Quality Forum Patient Safety Standing Committee. 
 

 
Cheryl DeMars, President & CEO 
The Alliance 
 
Cheryl DeMars joined The Alliance in 1992, assuming several 
roles before becoming CEO in December 2006. Cheryl works 
with the Board of Directors and senior leadership team to 

establish the strategic direction of the cooperative. Cheryl participates in a number 
of national and regional initiatives that align with The Alliance’s mission of 
controlling costs, improving quality and engaging individuals in their health. She 
serves on the boards of the Wisconsin Health Information Organization (WHIO) and 
the Wisconsin Collaborative for Healthcare Quality. She previously served on the 
Board of Governors and as Chair for the National Alliance of Health Care Purchaser 
Coalitions. Prior to joining The Alliance, Cheryl was a program manager at Meriter 
Hospital in Madison. She earned a master’s degree in social work from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 



 
Karen van Caulil, President & CEO 
Florida Alliance for Healthcare Value 
 
Karen van Caulil, Ph.D. has been the President and CEO of the 
Florida Alliance for Healthcare Value for ten years. She 
previously held leadership roles at the University of Central 
Florida and the Health Council of East Central Florida, the 

regional health planning body for the Greater Orlando area.   
 
 

Peter Hayes, President & CEO 
Healthcare Purchaser Alliance of Maine 
 
Peter Hayes currently the President & CEO of the Healthcare 
Purchaser Alliance of Maine and formerly a principal of 
Healthcare Solutions and Director of Associate Health and 
Wellness at Hannaford Supermarkets. He has been recognized as 
a thought leader in innovative, strategic benefit design for the 

past 25+ years. He has received numerous national awards in recognition of his 
commitment to working collaboratively with healthcare providers and vendors in 
delivering health benefits that are focused on value (high quality efficient care). He 
has been successful in this arena by focusing on innovative solutions for patient 
advocacy, chronic disease management, and health promotion programs. Peter has 
also been involved in health care reform leadership roles on both the national and 
regional levels with organizations like Center for Health Innovation, Care Focused 
Purchasing, Leapfrog, co-founder of the Maine Health Management Coalition, and 
been appointed by two different Maine Governors to serve on Health Care Reform 
Commissions to recommend public policies to improve the access and affordability 
of health care for Maine citizens. 
 


