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Summary of academic and professional background:  

Overall, I have over 20 years of experience in the stem cell biotechnology, standardization and 
Advanced Therapies regulation areas, ranging from applied research through to manufacturing 
and regulatory compliance of stem cell-derived products. 
 
I received my degree in Chemical Engineering in 2001 and my Ph.D in Stem Cell Biotechnology 
in 2006, from the Technical University of Lisbon. Since then, I have delivered on multiple 
collaborative projects both in Academia (as a post-doctoral fellow) and within the UK Regulator 
(Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency, MHRA), as the Director of the UK Stem 
Cell Bank and interim head of the Division of Advanced Therapies. My work, focused on 
understanding cells and assuring the quality of clinical grade stem cell lines alongside a program 
of cell and gene therapy standardisation, has led to 15 published articles, with over 1000 
cumulative citations. I have also been involved in several national and international committees 
supporting regulatory compliance and delivery of Advanced Therapy Medicinal products (e.g 
WHO; SCB; GAiT). 
 
I am currently a Senior Director and Head of Cell Therapy Bioprocess Development and 
Manufacturing, within the Cell Therapy Department of BioPharmaceuticals R&D at AstraZeneca. 
I am responsible for leading the section providing translational technology and high-quality cells 
for pre-clinical research, to enable the efficient development and delivery of Cell Therapy projects 
to patients, primarily across cardiovascular, renal, metabolic, respiratory and immunological 
disease areas. 
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List of top notable contributions to the field (e.g. publications, patents, reports, 

products advanced to clinical trial or regulatory approval, asset development, 

mergers, acquisitions, etc.) from the last 10 years: 

• 15 published articles, with over 1000 cumulative citations. 

• contributed to the WHO approach towards the development of a global regulatory 
framework for cell and gene therapy products. 

• Attained WHO endorsement for the development of the first ATMP flow cytometry 
reference reagents. 

• Successfully secured several grants, including a £2.1M grant funded by the MRC to 
bank clinical grade stem cell lines and a £1.2M grant funded by NIHR to support the 
maintenance of the UK public repository of human embryonic stem cell lines 

• Maintenance and renewal of license for processing, testing, storage, distribution and 
export of human tissues and cells for human application under the Human Tissue 
(Quality and Safety for Human Application) Regulations 2007 (as amended) 

• Member and official representative in different national and international scientific and 
regulatory committees (Member Standing Advisory Committee on Tissues and Cellular 
Therapy Products, UK; Member WHO Working Group on Cell and Gene Therapy 
Products; Member UK Standards Liaison Group for Advanced Therapies, UK; Member 
British Pharmacopoeia Advanced Therapy Medicinal Products Working Party, UK; 
Member International Stem Cell Banking Initiative Steering Group; Member HESI CT-
TRACS - International Multi-Site Study on In vitro Methods to Assess the Tumorigenicity 
of Human Cell-Based Therapeutic Products; Member Global Alliance for iPSC Therapies 
(GAiT); UK representative at Committee of National Representatives, Human Pluripotent 
Stem Cell Registry (hPSCreg); MHRA Representative, Standards Development Forum, 
Standards Coordinating Body, USA) 

 

Summary of involvement with ISCT in the past five years: 
 
While I have been following the work of ISCT for the past 5 years, my direct involvement in the 

Society was only initiated in 2022, when I joined AstraZeneca and when I pushed for Astrazeneca 

to become an official industry member. As part of this membership, and for the past year, I have 

been the official AZ representative at the Industry Committee. 

Summary of strategic vision for the Global Society: 

In such an early and continuously evolving field, with so much therapeutic potential but so many 

challenges, I see ISCT as a global driver of harmonization and provider of guidelines to ensure 

that these novel medicines are safe, efficacious, and able to be delivered to those who need them 

the most, the patients. 

With my mixed background, from engineering to cell biology to standardisation and regulation, 

alongside my network of contacts, I believe I could contribute extensively to bringing together key 

players and supporting the delivery of pre-clinical and translational guidelines for these therapies.  

With a focus in Europe, but aiming to achieve global harmonization, I believe I can positively 

contribute to advancing standardized and "ready-to-go" research into innovative treatments for 

patients. 


