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Summary of academic and professional background:  

CEO of Bone Therapeutics, leading the company transformation to a C&GT leader developing 

engineered MSCs for multiple indications. Professor at the Lisbon University and Board of Directors 

member for ARM and Essenscia-Wallonie. Previously CEO of Zelluna Immunotherapy (2017-2019), 

where he established the corporate structure, raised successfully, built the team and launched the 

strategy for solid tumors allogeneic C&GT.  

Chief Commercialization Officer, Chair of the ISCT Commercialization Committee (2014-2020) leading 

the expansion of the industrial community, strengthening the Committee to better represent the 

industrial translational objectives and needs of society membership. 

From 2010-2017 was CMO/COO of TxCell, establishing and leading the professional C&GT product 

translation development for autoimmune diseases. Participated on the company IPO and several 

successful raises. From 2006-2010 was VP of Global Medical Affairs at UCB contributing to the 

development of the biologics portfolio, product approval and launch. In 2004, joined Nabi 

Pharmaceuticals as the VP of Medical/Regulatory Affairs for Europe, leading from inception the creation 

of the vaccine company in Europe.  

After several public sector clinical, academic, and regulatory positions in Portugal and at the EMA, 

namely as CHMP member, spent six years with BMS as Medical Director, Executive Director, and VP 

of International Medical in Portugal and Belgium.  

Holds an M.D. and Specialist in Infectious Diseases from the Faculty of Medicine, University of Lisbon, 

a Ph.D. in Immunology, University of Birmingham, and a certificate on Health Technologies Economics, 

Stockholm School of Economics. He is Fellow of the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine of the RCP in 

the UK. 

 

 



Affiliated professional and commercial associations and any perceived or potential 

conflict of interests: 

International Society of Cell and Gene Therapy 

• Member of the Audit committee, Committee on the Ethics of Cell and Gene Therapy, 
Industry Committee  

 

Alliance for Regenerative Medicine 

• Member of the Board of Directors, Member of the Executive Committee, Co-Chair of the 
European Advisory Board, Chair of the Nominations Committee (No conflict but potential 
complementarity) 
 

Essenscia-Wallonie, Industrial Association of the Belgian Walloon Region 

• Member of the Board of Directors (No conflict) 
 

Member of the Portuguese Ordem dos Médicos 

• Fellow of the UK Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine (No conflict) 
 
 

List of top notable contributions to the field (e.g. publications, patents, reports, 

products advanced to clinical trial or regulatory approval, asset development, mergers, 

acquisitions, etc.) from the last 10 years: 

Relevant Papers 

• Safety and efficacy of antigen-specific regulatory T-cell therapy for patients with refractory 
Crohn's disease. Gastroenterology. 2012 Nov;143(5):1207-1217, 2012 

• N. Cuende, C. Boniface, C. Bravery, M. Forte, R. Giordano, M. Hildebrandt, A. Izeta, and 
M. Dominici, “The puzzling situation of hospital exemption for advanced therapy medicinal 
products in Europe and stakeholders’ concerns.,” Cytotherapy, vol. 16, no. 12, pp. 1597–
1600, Dec. 2014. 

• M. Dominici, K. Nichols, A. Srivastava, D. J. Weiss, P. Eldridge, N. Cuende, R. J. Deans, J. 
E. J. Rasko, A. D. Levine, L. Turner, D. L. Griffin, L. O’Donnell, M. Forte, C. Mason, E. 
Wagena, W. Janssen, R. Nordon, D. Wall, H.-N. Ho, M. A. Ruiz, S. Wilton, E. M. Horwitz, 
and K. C. Gunter, “Positioning a Scientific Community on Unproven Cellular Therapies: The 
2015 International Society for Cellular Therapy Perspective.,” Cryotherapy, vol. 17, no. 12. 
England, pp. 1663–1666, Dec-2015. 

• R. J. Deans, K. C. Gunter, M. Dominici, and M. Forte, “Part 5: Unproven cell therapies and 
the commercialization of cell-based products.,” Cytotherapy, vol. 18, no. 1, pp. 138–142, 
Jan. 2016.     

• Regulatory T Cell Therapy for Uveitis: A New Promising Challenge. Journal of Ocular 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics. 33. 278-284. 10.1089/jop.2016.0165. 2017 

• The path to successful commercialization of cell and gene therapies: empowering patient 
advocates. Cytotherapy. Feb 2017, Vol. 19, No 2, 293-298. 2017 

 



 
Product/Patents 

• Development of Treg Autologous T and TCR-T therapies 

• Development of of TCR-T autologous and TCR-NK allogeneic in solid tumors 

• MSC derived cells in bone regeneration and lung inflammation. Patent related to MSCs in 
lung inflammation 

 
Industrial Organizations 

• Development and leadership of three organizations with three different technologies in 
C&GT 

• Several fund raises both in private as well as in listed companies. One IPO 
 
C&GT Associations 

• Leadership roles in ISCT and ARM 

• Leadership of the Commercialization Committee and Industrial community in ISCT with 
focus on delivering value to overall membership and further the leadership role of ISCT in 
C&GT 

 
Summary of involvement with ISCT in the past five years: 
 

• ISCT committed member since 2010 

• European Vice-President from 2011 to 2014 

• Chair of the Commercialization Committee and ISCT Industrial Membership from 2014 to 2020 
and ISCT Chief Commercialization Officer from 2016 to 2020 

• Member of the Board of Directors from 2018 to 2020 

• Member of the European LRA 

• Co-Chair of the ISCT 25th Anniversary Annual Meeting, London 2017 

• Co-Chair of the Global Government and Public Relations Committee 

• Industry Vice-Chair of the Committee on the Ethics of Cell and Gene Therapy 

• Member of the Audit Committee  

• Member of editorial Board of Cytotherapy 

Involvement in several Organizing Committees of several events, namely Signature Series, Regional 

and Annual meetings. Participant and speaker of all the annual meetings since 2010. 

Involvement in several committees and other taskforces both on a regular mode as well as occasional 

ones namely for strategy setting. 

Overall, my passion for the field of C&GT and in particular for the ISCT as a society, its evolving 

leadership role in the field and those involved has made me a consistent leader and contributor to ISCT 

as an organization and what it stands for. 

Summary of strategic vision for the Global Society: 

ISCT is a unique society aggregating multiple players and stakeholders in the field of the Cell and 

Gene Therapy. The members share the values, the vision and the passion for enabling and delivering 

the development of evidence based, value adding C&GT products for the benefit of patients with 

unmet medical needs. ISCT represents a scientific and moral standing for C&GT for the constant 

pursue of patient access to new therapies. 



ISCT must remain true to those values and strengthen its leadership in the field through its three 

pillars, Academia, Regulatory and Industry. The time in C&GT is now for delivery on translation and 

delivery to the market with increasing numbers of products in development and being 

commercialized. For ISCT to live its mission and deliver its vision it must have a global focus and, 

while understanding the multiple dimensions of the field, a focus in Industry.  

As President elect my objectives will to be to ensure ISCT to be global, a recognized and influential 

reference in the field for all stakeholders with a clear focus on translation and the growing relevance 

of industry towards the market and patient access. This will be achieved through engagement and 

expansion of all membership with the support of an increasingly professionalized ISCT staff. 

I will aim to expand ISCT membership globally and for all types of professionals, involved in C&GT 

research, development, production and commercialization with a focus on opportunities to connect, 

communicate and improve translation knowledge and efficiency. Make ISCT as the home for 

academics, researchers, regulatory and governmental bodies, clinicians, industry service providers 

and product developers. A particular attention should be given to increase industry membership 

making sure ISCT is seen as the place to grow, learn, teach, and exchange about Cell and Gene 

Therapy. ISCT as a leading Global Society must be made attractive, as a place of association and 

reference, to current and additional relevant stakeholders, like Investors, press and above all patient 

associations. 

As a senior Industry leader, an academic, former regulator, and keen ISCT longstanding member, 

with an extensive translational experience in C&GT and a global vision, I am in an ideal position to 

drive the Society to that recognized and impactful leadership position. 

I commit my energy and my passion for ISCT to expand the transformative growth of our Society to 

an agile, dynamic, responsive and competitive organization, representing and attracting the 

membership of players and stakeholders in the field of cell and gene therapy translation for the 

benefit of patients. 


