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Summary of academic and professional background:  

I am a haematologist and blood transplant and cell therapy physician at Westmead Hospital and 

a research academic at the University of Sydney. 

I am the Clinical Lead for Immune Effector Cell therapies at the Westmead Hospital Cell Therapies 

Translation Centre and have been responsible for establishing the routine clinical delivery of 

commercial CAR T therapy at Westmead Hospital. As part of this role I have developed and 

implemented protocols and policies for high quality clinical care of patients undergoing cell 

therapies in the clinical setting. 

In the research setting I am the Deputy Program Director of the Westmead T Cell Therapies 

Group that develops and manufactures antigen specific and gene modified cell therapies for 

clinical trials. We have run a number of successful clinical trials commencing in 2003 and have 

treated several hundred patients with locally manufactured T cell products. I am very familiar with 

all aspects of cell therapy translation from product development and manufacturing, clinical trial 

design, regulatory approvals, trial design and conduct. I have 14 years experience in clinical trials 

of pathogen and tumour antigen specific T cell therapies as well as CAR T cells. 

My research interests include the in vivo activity of transferred cell therapies and use of novel cell 

monitoring techniques to inform design of cell therapy translation. 

I am a member of the Westmead Precinct Cell and Gene Therapy Steering Committee that is 

committed to facilitating the translation of cell and gene therapy research to the clinical setting. I 

was previously the Medical Co-Director of the FACT accredited Westmead Blood Transplant and 

Cell Therapy Laboratory and am familiar with the laboratory aspects of delivery of quality blood 

transplant and cell therapy products. I serve on state committees for CAR T implementation and 

am a member of the National CAR T Prioritisation meeting. 

I am committed to education, currently supervising with several PhD students, junior and post-

doctoral scientists. I teach medical students and junior doctors in all stages of training and am the 

Chair of the steering Committee of CAR T Connect online educational site. 



Affiliated professional and commercial associations and any perceived or potential 

conflict of interests: 

• Society memberships: 
o ANZTCT 
o ISCT 
o ASH 
o ANZCOG 

• Advisory roles: 
o Provided advice to MSD, Novartis, BMS, Astellas and Abbvie.  
o Receive research funding from MSD. 

• Research funding: 
o Has continuous research funding since 2008 from NHMRC, NSW Cancer 

Institute, Cancer Council amongst others. 

• Commercialization: 
o Holds several patents in the cell therapy field. No conflict of interest to report.  

 

List of top notable contributions to the field (e.g. publications, patents, reports, 

products advanced to clinical trial or regulatory approval, asset development, 

mergers, acquisitions, etc.) from the last 10 years:A strong track record in clinical care 

and research translation in cellular therapies.  

Received awards including the NSW Premier's Award for Outstanding Cancer Research ECR 

Fellow of the Year, the Albert Baikie award for best abstract from a new investigator (HSANZ) 

and the George Amos Award for best scientific paper published in BBMT Journal. 

 
Highlight publications: 

 

• Gottlieb, D. J. et al… Blyth E. Prophylactic antigen‐specific T‐cells targeting seven 
viral and fungal pathogens after allogeneic haemopoietic stem cell transplant. Clin 
Transl Immunol 10, e1249 (2021).  - This is the first trial combining viral and fungal 
pathogen specificities in adoptive cell therapy with pathogen specific T cell therapies. 
Role - senior author. 
 

• Micklethwaite, K. P. et al. Blyth E. Investigation of product derived lymphoma 
following infusion of piggyBac modified CD19 chimeric antigen receptor T-cells. 
Blood (2021). -  This is the preliminary investigation of a significant adverse event in 
a trial of CAR T for lymphoma. It highlights the importance of academic transparency 
and need for vigilance for unexpected adverse in the development of cellular 
therapies. Role - senior author. 
 

• Lee, K. H. et al... Blyth E. Ex vivo enrichment of PRAME antigen‐specific T cells for 
adoptive immunotherapy using CD137 activation marker selection. Clin Transl 
Immunol 9, e1200 (2020). - This describes a method for manufacture of a PRAME 
tumour antigen specific T cell therapy that is currently in clinical trial testing. Role - 
senior author. 
 



• Blyth, E. et al. Donor-derived CMV-specific T cells reduce the requirement for CMV-
directed pharmacotherapy after allogeneic stem cell transplantation. Blood 121, 
3745–3758 (2013). - This was the first trial of adoptive T cell therapies to compare 
treatment to a control group. Role - first author. 

 
 
 
Summary of involvement with ISCT in the past five years: 
 
I have been a member of ISCT since 2014 and have attended many of the global and regional 

meetings over the last 10 years. I have been an invited speaker and had a number of abstracts 

selected for presentation at ISCT conferences. 

 

Summary of strategic vision for the Global Society: 

I will support the goals of the Society to facilitate patient access to high quality cellular therapies 

by: 

Capacity building 

• Developing education and training programs to increase capacity in our sector for 
scientists, clinicians, clinical trial staff and quality management staff. This will focus on 
GMP manufacturing, regulatory compliance, clinical trial conduct and the use of approved 
cell therapy products. 

• Fostering collaboration between various craft groups in our sector including clinicians, 
clinical scientists, research scientists, industry and regulatory stakeholders. 

 
Diversity and inclusion 

• ANZ is a diverse region and cell therapy activities should reflect this. I will support diversity 
and inclusion in the cell therapy workforce and in development and application of cellular 
therapeutics. This includes actively supporting clinical trial participation from diverse 
populations. 

 

Support translation of cellular therapeutics in Australia and New Zealand 

• There is a huge increase in biotech investment in cell therapeutics and many opportunities 
for clinical trials in in our region. I will lobby for a harmonized pathway for approval of cell 
therapy clinical trials across ANZ and facilitate collaboration with industry to support 
access to new therapies for our patients. 

 


