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Message from the Chapter President

Dear Chapter Members,

Spring is finally here, and the New York Metropolitan Chapter is excited about the wonderful
events coming your way. We have a number of great membership events, certification prep
classes, educational event and much more. As we follow CDC guidelines, we will continue to
conduct our events virtually. 

Here are a few highlights to look forward to: We are excited about our 2020 Annual
Recognition event (recognizing our Past Presidents, Top Certification Scorers, Certification
Recipients and Star Volunteers). For the first time ever, our Certification and Academic
Relations committees are teaming up to bring our student members a fantastic event
presented by Jay Ranade. The Corporate Relations Committee will bring you another

interesting Fireside chat and Membership, along with SheLeads Tech will be promoting our Women in Cyber
event. More details regarding these and other events can be found in this newsletter.

BOARD ELECTIONS and the 2021 WASSERMAN AWARD NOMINATIONS
In the coming weeks, you will receive a ballot along with instructions to cast your vote for candidates running for board
positions, including President, 1st and 2nd VPs, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Recording Secretary and 14 Director
positions. This is a full board election year.   Chapter Bylaws is up for approval as well.  The incoming and outgoing
board, along with the winner of the Wasserman Award will be announced and celebrated at the June 24, 2021 Virtual
Annual Gala (AGM). More information on the gala will be made available soon.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
If you are interested in volunteering, see our volunteer webpage, and send an email to volunteer@isacany.org. Please
let us know of the following: 
1. What committee(s) you are interested in?
2. What is your time commitment?
3. Submit a photo
4. Short Bio (up to 250 words)

Feel free to reach out to me at president@isacany.org with questions.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/isacanymetro/mycompany/
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/home
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/home
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/events/recentcommunityeventsdashboard
mailto:volunteer@isacany.org
mailto:president@isacany.org
https://www.cdc.gov/


Stay informed, stay safe, wear a mask, and practice social distancing:  https://www.cdc.gov/

Warm regards,
Karen V. Alexander
President, ISACA® New York Metropolitan Chapter
 
“While we may be individually strong, we are collectively powerful” Rakhi Voria

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Chairperson: Sam Vohra

Co-Chairperson: Christina Cruz

The mission of the ISACA Membership Committee is to provide a
meaningful experience for the chapter members through a series
of educational, fun, and networking events.  
  
Full time students and veterans are eligible for 25% discount
of membership rates, upon presentation of current class
schedules or valid student/veteran ID. Please be sure to register
early for the upcoming classes. 

We held our Spring 2021 Membership Orientation event on March 22 to review the amazing benefits that comes
with joining our chapter. Attendees were able to virtually meet our President, Officers, and Board
Directors and also learn more about our committees, upcoming events, and volunteer opportunities.  
Mark your calendars! Our next event, Spring Membership/Women in Cybersecurity Event is scheduled on May
15th from 5:30PM – 7:30PM.  This event , co-sponsored with the SheLeadsTech Committee, will bring a group of
dynamic women presenters in the cybersecurity field. Keep a look out for event details on our website. 

We also want to give a shout out to our new volunteers who recently joined our monthly committee meeting! A big
welcome to Jason Starr, Yvonne Munyan, and Olugbenga Oletbo. 

Have a comment or question? Reach out to us directly at membership@isacany.org.  

SheLeadsTech COMMITTEE

Chairperson: Christina Cruz

Co-Chairperson: Megan Soriano

Women’s History Month
We’re a little late, we know. We hope you had a wonderful
March, which was Women’s History Month! In the context of the
infosec/audit/cyber industry, there are still lots of work to be
done to close the gap on gender equality. Here are a few
resources to help raise awareness, and ways to help:

ISACA’s 2020 State of Cybersecurity Part 1: Global Update on Workforce Efforts and Resources – provides
trending numbers on gender diversity (hint – it is a slow and steady improvement year over year!)
ISACA Podcast (select “SheLeadsTech” Podcast Series) – although the recordings are from several years ago, the
topics remain relevant
LinkedIn Learning – Fighting Gender Bias at Work from LeanIn.org – small, bite-sized chunks of videos that you
can watch over a lunch break (total time: 14 minutes; 7 videos total)
Forbes – 7 Ways Men Can Support Women as Allies – “Most men want to help – they just don’t know how”. Here
are a few ways that men can be allies in the workforce.

 
SheLeadsTech Mentorship Program [Call to Action]:
Powered through a vast global network of women IT professionals dedicated to supporting others, SheLeadsTech
provides women with mentorship, leadership training, and skills training to grow and excel within that industry.

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/home
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/home
mailto:membership@isacany.org
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https://www.isaca.org/bookstore/bookstore-wht_papers-digital/whpsc201
https://www.isaca.org/resources/news-and-trends/isaca-podcast-library
https://www.linkedin.com/learning-login/share?account=2132842&forceAccount=false&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Flearning%2Ffighting-gender-bias-at-work%3Ftrk%3Dshare_ent_url%26shareId%3D1kxtG6XsS4CnLxiYPhWH4w%253D%253D
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ellevate/2019/11/19/7-ways-men-can-support-women-as-allies/?sh=479cf38d981e


The New York Metropolitan Chapter is currently piloting a SheLeadsTech Mentorship Program focused on women rising
stars and experienced professionals. The Program will be approximately a 7-hour commitment over the course of 3.5
months. Both the mentor and mentee will benefit - as both mentorship and skills/training materials will be covered.

If selected, the Program will be of no cost to you. You must be an ISACA New York Metropolitan Chapter Member to
participate.

We are only accepting women applicants for both mentor and mentee roles at this time. The registration link is
https://bit.ly/NYM_SLTMentorship

Note: filling out the Form does NOT guarantee you a spot in the Program; if selected for the program, we will contact
you for further information.
 
*Save the Date* Hack My Cyber Career! Insights, Toolkits, and practical advice for women in the cybersecurity
industry
We are currently planning the 2nd Annual Women in Cybersecurity Event. This year’s theme is “Hack My Cyber Career”,
which brings a diverse, dynamic group of women forging their path in the profession. Our speaker lineup includes
women in different stages of their career with diverse perspectives. Save the Date for Wed 5/12, 5:30 to 7:40pm ET -
our Registration Page will be live in the next few weeks.

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS
Chairperson: Megan Soriano

Four Under Forty 

*Coming Soon* Four Under Forty Recognition
We will announce on the ISACANY website and social media over the next few weeks, the
rockstars that were nominated for Four Under Forty! These Emerging Professionals will be
recognized at a future membership event, and will be reimbursed for study materials and exam
fees for 1 ISACA certification. 
 
*Coming Soon* Securing Your Next Role: How to Navigate the Interview and Negotiation
Phases Successfully
As a natural sequel to Building your Resume and Increasing your Promotability, this event will
focus on interviewing and negotiating successfully. We will have Debi Easterday, CEO of h2b
Consulting, speak on tips and tricks, and have a panel of hiring managers discuss characteristics
of successful candidates. Keep an eye out on our ISACANY website and social media channels,
as we will be opening up the event registration shortly.

CERTIFICATION

Chairperson: Ms. Kwongmei (May)

Co-Chairperson : Mr. Lance Flocco

ISACA®'s top priority as they navigate the COVID-19 pandemic
is you and your well-being. They are actively working towards a
live remote proctoring option for all certification and certificate
exams starting April 2020. Please refer to
the isaca.org website CLICK HERE for further information how to
register and take the desired exam within one year. While you
are under Pandemic lockout, why not knock out couple of
certifications for your career. When it is over, you can enjoy life

Special announcements:
Due to the COVID- 19 Pandemic all Spring 2021 certification exam review classes will be provided as a live
broadcast webinar only. No onsite attendance.
Back by popular demand CDPSE certification grandfathering process has started. To understand the adoption
program please visit HERE. Our very own class are being offer on March 21st, 2021 listed below.

https://bit.ly/NYM_SLTMentorship
http://isaca.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=agbbctbbb.0.0.fpqyu7n6.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.isaca.org%2Fcredentialing%2Fremote-testing
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/home
https://engage.isaca.org/newyorkmetropolitanchapter/home
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=agbbctbbb.0.0.fpqyu7n6.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.isaca.org%2Fcredentialing%2Fcertified-data-privacy-solutions-engineer


For those who will be preparing exam at home please be sure to use a personal laptop instead of a company's
laptop as there been issue when use during the exam.

The New York Metropolitan Chapter continues to offer review classes for the CISA, CISM, CRISC, CGEIT, and CSX
Auditing (CSX-A), CDPSE certificate training to our schedules. In addition, we are also offering a few new classes as
well. JAY RANADE, who has been teaching ISACA certification exam review classes for our chapter since 2006, will be
teaching all exam review classes for the year 2021 hosted by New York Metropolitan Chapter. Please mark your calendar
for the upcoming exam review class in 2021. All classes are provided throughout the entire year of 2021.

All certification exam review sections are Now Open for EARLY BIRD Registrations in Q1, Q2 2021. DON'T WAIT SAVE
NOW. ISACA certification exam Review Classes Spring 2021 schedule. Please click below to register for the desired
course(s) of your choice

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION Starts now for Spring 2021 courses Don't wait anymore

Note: All exam review classes does not include the actual certification/ certificate exam.

A must before you go for Cloud Auditing certificate - Spring 2021 - CCSK exam prep (contains prerequisite
cloud knowledge needed for CCAK) (2 days, live broadcast, webinar),

Date: April 11th, 18th, 25th, 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 21 https://cvent.me/aQAZzv
Early bird: Member 695, Non-member $795 by March 11th, 2021. Final reg April 05th 2021

Auditing Cloud - Spring 2021 - CCAK exam prep (A new CSA and ISACA Cloud Auditing credential) (2 days,
live broadcast, webinar),

Date: April 17th, 24th, 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 21 https://cvent.me/5Vy27R       
Early bird: Member $595, Non-member $745 by March 11th, 2021. Final reg April 11th 2021

Advanced Security Training (based on 8 CISSP domains) - Spring 2021 - CISSP exam prep  (5 days, live
broadcast, webinar), 35 CPEs

Dates: May 1, 8, 9, 15, 16 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 21 https://cvent.me/M8ekdk
Early bird: Members $1,295, Non-members $1,495 by March 31st, 2021. Final reg April 19th 2021

Summer 2021 - CRISC exam prep (2 days, live broadcast, webinar), 14 CPEs
Dates: May 22, 29 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 14 https://cvent.me/WY0ZWZ
Early bird: Members $495, Non-members $595 by April 22nd, 2021. Final reg May 17th 2021

Summer 2021 - CISM exam prep (2 days, live broadcast, webinar), 14 CPEs
Dates: May 23, 30 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 14 https://cvent.me/NxNbOv
Early bird: Members $495, Non-members $595 by April 23rd , 2021. Final reg May 17th 2021

Summer 2021 - CISA exam prep (3 days, live broadcast, webinar), 21 CPEs
Dates: June 5, 12, 26 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 21 https://cvent.me/xk5Mkq
Early bird: Members $695, Non-members $795 by May 5th, 2021. Final reg May 30th 2021

Summer 2021 - CISA+ IT Boot Camp Combo (4 days, live broadcast, webinar), 28 CPEs,
Dates: June 5, 12, 19, 26 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 28 https://cvent.me/4x08n9  
Early bird: Members $795, Non-members $895 by May 5th, 2021. Final reg May 30th 2021

Summer 2021 - IT BootCamp for CISA, CISM, CRISC (one day, webinar), 7 CPEs,
Dates: June 19 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 7 https://cvent.me/ZbqKmL
Early bird: Members $300, Non-members $350 by June 12th, 2021.

Summer 2021 CDPSE - 3 days Privacy by Design Exam Review,
Date: June 6th, 13th, 20th, 2021,
CPEs 21 https://www.cvent.com/d/57q902/6X
Early bird Member $745 non-member $890 by May 25th, 2021, Final Reg June 2nd, 2021

Recommended for CISAs - Summer 2021 ISACA's Cybersecurity Audit Exam Review Webinar (2 days, live
broadcast webinar),

Date: July 10th, 17th, 2021 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM (EST). 
CPEs 14 https://cvent.me/NxnA9g
Early bird Member $495 non-member $645 by June 9th, 2021 Final Registration by July 5th ,2021

Summer 2021 CGEIT Exam Review Webinar (2 days, live broadcast webinar)
Note: Class will have new contents for CGEIT domains which are effective July 7th 2020. The Gold Standard
for IT Governance certification
Saturday July 24th, 31st 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM (EST). 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=agbbctbbb.0.0.fpqyu7n6.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FaQAZzv
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14 CPEs https://cvent.me/4xbv49
Early bird Member $595 non-member $645 by June 24th, 2021 Final Registration by July 19th ,2021

Auditing Cloud - Summer 2021 – CCAK exam prep (A new CSA and ISACA Cloud Auditing credential) (2 days,
live broadcast, webinar),

Date: July 25th, August 1st, 2021 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST,
CPEs 14, https://cvent.me/Rb1NkR         
Early bird: Member $595, Non-member $745 by March 11th, 2021. Final reg July 19th 2021  

Chapter's APMG certified certification exam review class Instructor's Bio 
Mr. Jay Ranade is an internationally renowned expert on computers, communications, disaster recovery, IT Security, and
IT controls. He has written and published more than 35 IT-related books on various subjects ranging from networks,
security, operating systems, languages, and systems. He also has an imprint with McGraw-Hill with more than 300
books called "Jay Ranade Series". He has written and published articles for various computer magazines such as Byte,
LAN Magazine, and Enterprise Systems Journal. The New York Times critically acclaimed his book called the "Best of
Byte". He is currently working on a number of books on various subjects such as IT Audit, IT Security, Business
Continuity, and IT Risk Management.

Expect more classes cvents links at the next newsletter as follows:
ISACA has introduced 2 new certifications called ITCA and CET. Stay tuned.

Note: All exam review classes do not include the actual certification/ certificate exam.
Please go to www.isaca.org and search exam to register for the exam

ACADEMIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Chairperson: Eugene Levin

Dear Members of the ISACA Metropolitan Chapter,

Please check out Academic Relations Book 2020-2021 for detailed information about all of the
Academic Relations initiatives this year.

Call for Action  
Looking for Academic Committee Volunteers You can now earn up to 20 CPEs per
calendar year for your volunteering.
Looking for 2021 Summer Internships in Cybersecurity, IT Audit, and IT Risk 

Updates
2021 ISACA Student Cybersecurity Case Study Competition
The Competition is underway and 18 teams with students from the following institutions are analyzing a curious case of
"Data Breach at Equifax". On April 2nd 10 teams were selected to proceed to competition’s final round where they will
be reviewed by senior executives and Cybersecurity luminaries. Top 3 teams with the highest ranking will be interviewed
by the judges on Sunday, May 9th. Top 3 winning teams will be announced during Chapter’s Gala on June 24th.

Baruch College, CUNY
Brooklyn Technical High School
City College of San Francisco
City College, CUNY
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY
Manhattan High School for Girls
Pace University
Queens College, CUNY
Farmingdale State College, SUNY
University of California, Irvine
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Yeshiva University

Contact: Eugene.Levin@isacany.org

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=agbbctbbb.0.0.fpqyu7n6.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.isaca.org%2F
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CSX LIAISON & CYBERSECURITY EDUCATION

LEADER

Chairperson: Farid Abdelkader

The Cybersecurity Education Leader provides CSX-
Fundamental (CSX-F) training for chapter members as well
as Cybersecurity awareness updates and hot topics of
interest to the membership.  

Call to Action
If you are interested in supporting the Cybersecurity outreach of this
Chapter, please contact Corresponding.secretary@isacany.org or click here for volunteering information.

Current Hot Topics
Every month, the Cybersecurity Education Leader plans to provide the latest Cybersecurity industry updates as it relates
to Cyber Breach's, Cyber Threats, Federal Cybersecurity News, and Miscellaneous News. If you have any updates you
believe are worth noting, please e-mail our chapter lead.

Spotlight Topic # - Accellion Data Breach
In late December 2020, it was discovered that Firewall vendor Accellion’s client data was hacked via a zero-day
vulnerability in its 20-year-old file transfer application (FTA), which was set to retire in April of this year. The application,
used to move large amounts of data files, allowed the hacker to access dozens of Accellion clients' information. While
Accellion claimed the vulnerability was patched within 72 hours, it was later uncovered that new
vulnerabilities existed, and the attacks were ongoing throughout the first part of January. The list of companies affected
globally continues to grow, and many of these organizations face extortion as the Ransomware group known as Clop
has threatened to release their data if they do not pay. According to Acellion’s Chief Information Security Officer, the
firm had been encouraging all FTA customers to migrate from the legacy product to Kiteworks, its newest platform, for
the last three years. As a result of the widespread disruptions, Accellion faces multiple lawsuits in Northern California
and Washington state courts.

For more info: Source 1 / Source

IT Audit Updates
Assessing Third-Party Technology Risks Source 1
International Women’s History Month – Workplace Equality Source 1 / Source 2

Cyber Breaches & Threats
Microsoft Exchange Vulnerabilities Source 1 / Source 2
Malware Targets Facebook and Instagram Business Accounts Source 1 / Source 2

Cloud Technology
Microsoft’s Cloud Authentication Outage Source 1
Cities Modernizing Infrastructure Through the Cloud Source 1

Data & Privacy
Virginia Passes Consuma Data Protection Act Source 1 / Source 2
Data Privacy a Top Priority for Professionals During the Pandemic Source 1 / Source 2

Enabling Technology
Curv to Bring Digital Asset Security to PayPal’s Portfolio Source 1 / Source 2
Analyst Predicts Apple’s Entry into Mixed Reality Space Source 1 / Source 2

Special thanks to our CSX and Cyber Education Leader Volunteers for their great work identifying and summarizing the
content for the Chapter.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Employers: List open positions on our website for FREE!  Openings are posted for 30 days unless you direct
otherwise. Send position description and contact information to jobs@isacany.org. NOTE: job postings can only be seen
by registered users logged into our site.
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ISACA New York Metropolitan Board Members:

Chapter Officers and Board of Directors:
Board of Directors:
Board of Directors:
Karen V. Alexander (President)
Farid Abdelkader (1st Vice President)
Wei Tschang (2nd Vice President)
Michael Shanahan (Treasurer)
Timothy Mortimer (Recording Secretary)
Jotham Nyamari (Corresponding Secretary)

Board of Directors:
Alex Bazay
Ankit Parikh
Barry Dynkin
Christina Cruz
David E. Nickles
Emanuell James
Eugene Levin
James M. Powers
Joseph Tso

Board of Directors:
Keith Bowie
Kwongmei (May) To
Lance Flocco
Megan Soriano
Michael Newman
Peter (Koon Hing) Tse
Sam Vohra
Teena Bacchus
Alexander Abramov (Immediate Past
President)

Information and Communications Committee

Thank you for reading the newsletter.  
Yours Truly: Mary Namayanja and Jotham Nyamari

Please let us know your thoughts about the content at corresponding.secretary@isacany.org

ICSA New York Metropolitan Chapter
954 Lexington Avenue #525
New York, NY 10021-5013

(646) 659 8313

Contact Us
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