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Conference Themes: 
 

Theme 1 – Civil Works: Innovation in the reuse of materials for construction and 
consideration of the heating effects of infrastructure in the built environment 
 

Theme 2 – Waste Recovery: Challenging human behaviour at the source of 
disposal decisions, and developments in waste management in light of 
international market forces and circular procurement objectives 
 

Theme 3 – Asset Management: The future of infrastructure planning and how 
we can look at “like for green” options, ensuring both financial and 
environmental sustainability 
 

Theme 4 – Environment/Energy: Combating climate change with open spaces 
and street trees, and energy generation through alternative renewable 
technologies 

 
 

Thursday 12 November – to be held at the City of West Torrens 

4.00pm Asset Management Session 

6.00pm Close & Networking 

 

Friday 13 November – to be held at the Adelaide Convention Centre 

8.15am Conference Registrations 

8.30am Welcome and Introduction  
 

Presenter: 
David Jenkins, CEO, IPWEA Australasia  

David commenced as CEO in December 2019 
having joined the organisation from CPA Australia 
and New Zealand where he has more than ten 
years’ experience, most recently as General 
Manager of New South Wales and Oceania 
Strategic Regional Manager. David’s strategic 
acumen has also contributed to his many Board 
positions, including the Community of Finance 
Professionals in NSW Local Government and the University of the 

South Pacific. 

8.40am 

 

The State of Waste 

Improving the efficiency of collection, transport and recovery of 
waste and recyclables is critical to maximising resource recovery, 
reducing landfill and reducing the environmental footprint towards a 
more circular economy. In the 17 years to 2018 the Australian 
population increased by 22%, while waste generation increased by 
145%. During 2017-18, 54 million tonnes of waste was generated 
within the economy.  While recycling is growing, waste generation is 
growing faster. Recycling jobs are largely recession proof, green 
collar jobs. Recycling is one of the few growth areas in 
manufacturing. But we still landfill 52% of all waste generated. This 
presentation will cover high level waste policy and point to where 
innovation and reform is required.  
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Presenter: 
Mike Ritchie, Managing Director, MRA Consulting 
Group 

Mike has 30 years’ experience as General Manager 
in recycling and waste companies including VISY, 
WSN and Suez. He has been a commissioner of 
the NSW Land and Environment Court and Vice 
President of the Waste Management and 
Resource Recovery Association of Australia.   

9.10am 

 

What Goes Around Comes Around 

How did two sisters from regional Queensland go from plotting a 
plan on their bedroom floor to leading Australasia's transition 
towards a circular economy? Through the trials, tribulations and 
tears you'll learn how tenacity, courage and authenticity won out. 
Come along to hear Ashleigh and Jaine Morris from Coreo talk you 
through their very humble beginnings where they worked for free 
with 45 small businesses to prove the value of a circular economy to 
today where they are leading some of the world’s most impactful 
circular economy projects with clients including BHP, Rio Tinto, 
Lendlease, Mirvac, Queensland Investment Corporation, and more. 

Presenters: 
Ashleigh Morris, Co-Founder and CEO, Coreo 

Acknowledged as one of Australia's future 
leaders, Ashleigh is a Prime Ministers Scholar, an 
Australian ASEAN Emerging Leader, a University 
Medalist, an invitee to the 73rd United Nations 
General Assembly and an Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation Circular Economy Champion. With 
recognition of her strategic foresight and 
experience in the private and public sectors, 
Ashleigh has had an audience with two Australian 
Prime Ministers and more recently travelled with 
the Federal Minister for Trade, Tourism and 
Investment to Japan on a Future Leaders, Future Cities Business 
Mission and represented Australia as a panellist and speaker at the 
World Circular Economy Forum. 

Jaine Morris, Co-Founder and Chief Operating Officer, Coreo  

Jaine works with communities, corporations and 
governments to cultivate innovation and support 
leaders to transition towards a circular economy. 
Jaine’s expertise lies in her deft capacity to take 
her clients on a journey towards circularity that is 
inclusive, engaging and enlightening (not to 
mention fun). Jaine’s work has been recognised 
and celebrated on an international stage with 
invitations to share her expertise at the 73rd 
United Nations General Assembly. Jaine 
understands that the best way to mobilise 
communities and corporations is to tell stories 
that engage, influence and evoke change. In this spirit, Jaine uses her 
advanced communication and human wrangling skills to bring about 
collective action towards a circular economy. 
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9.50am 

 

Young IPWEA Update 

Presenter: 
James Mitchell, YIPWEA SA Chair 

James is the Chair of Young IPWEA South 
Australia, leading the Young IPWEA team to 
support, develop and advocate for young 
members of IPWEA, enabling them to realise 
their full potential in public works. Through this 
role James has contributed to strengthening 
the public works industry in South Australia 
through collaboration and knowledge sharing, 
including presenting at a past IPWEA State 
Conference. James is also the Senior Assets and Engineering Lead at 
the City of Unley, leading a diverse team delivering organisational 
outcomes relating to civil infrastructure, stormwater assets, buildings, 
open space, property and leases and arboriculture services. 

10.05am Gold Sponsor: Assetic 

10.10am 

 

Delivering Climate Smart infrastructure that Contributes to Circular 
Economy Outcomes 

In 2019 COAG announced a ban on the export of glass waste, mixed 
waste plastics and tyres. The SA Cabinet-endorsed Directions for a 
Climate Smart South Australia was also released to guide the State 
Government’s planning and action to address the impacts of climate 
change and ensure alignment with SA’s 2050 net-zero emissions 
target. These policies catalysed significant effort within the 
Department of Infrastructure and Transport to enable greater use of 
recycled materials in infrastructure delivery, and to facilitate climate 
smart infrastructure and communities. Ana will outline DIT’s 
approach to encouraging greater use of recycled materials and 
reducing embodied emissions, as well as recent project experience 
with asphalt containing recycled soft plastics and glass. She will also 
discuss the department’s approach to improving climate resilience in 
the built environment, including greater provisions for green 
infrastructure to optimise urban cooling and liveability. 

Presenter: 
Dr Ana Glavinic, Director, Technical Services, Transport Planning and 
Program Development, Department of Infrastructure and Transport 

Ana has nearly 20 years of professional 
experience in government administration and 
academic and research sectors. Skilled in 
Government Procurement, Project 
Management, Change Management and 
Reform, Environmental Impact Assessment, 
Marine Biology, and Report and Grant Writing. 
Her career advancement through DIT is marked 
by leadership roles in Infrastructure Delivery 
Services for Major Projects, Technical Manager 
role in Asset Management and now a Director 
role in Transport Planning and Program 
Delivery, enabling Ana to identify synergies 
across divisions and develop a strategic view of department 
operations. Ana is also a published author and an awarded scholar of 
a number of professional and scientific fellowships. 
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10.40am Morning Tea 

11.05am Platinum Sponsor - True Sustainability in Pavement Engineering 

In recent years, a number of products and processes have been 
introduced into the Australian pavement industry, marketed as 
sustainable solutions. While most have a beneficial effect on 
performance and therefore sustainability, when used incorrectly they 
can be detrimental to the overall pavement life. When designing and 
implementing these products engineers, stakeholders and authorities 
must understand that our roads are not linear rubbish tips; they are 
highly complex engineering structures and a key to economic 
development.  

This session will discuss the use of sustainable products and 
processes that can (when considered and used properly) result in 
longer lasting, lower cost pavements that reduce waste VOC 
emission and energy use. With the continual partnership with local 
government, the asphalt industry can continue the transition of 
construction and maintenance in the road sector from a linear to a 
circular economy, by employing, recycling, reuse and refurbishment.  

Presenter: 
Damien Edwards, Technical Manager, Fulton Hogan 
Infrastructure Services SA/NT 

Damien and his team provide technical guidance 
and solutions for pavement structure and 
pavement materials, including the regional 
development and roll out of sustainable strategies 
and products. Damien has 20 years civil 
engineering experience with a strong focus on 
undertaking pavement design and reviewing 
pavement performance. 

11.20am 

 

A Circular Economy in South Australia 

South Australia is a leader in circular economy with a strong history 
of innovative waste management and resource recovery. This 
presentation will cover the progress towards a circular economy in 
SA and will identify future State Government directions, with a new 
State Waste Strategy and a Food Waste Strategy planned for 
release.  

This presentation will highlight these initiatives along with new 
legislation, incentives and education programs within Green 
Industries SA. The Circular Economy is essential to support a 
sustainable future and to restart the economy through more efficient 
and innovative practices in response to the global pandemic. All 
levels of government and Industry can further collaborate to enhance 
our environment, our society and our economy, through more 
resilient use of materials and improved business models. 
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Presenter: 
Dr Ian Overton, Deputy Chief Executive, Green Industries SA 

Green Industries SA is the State Government 

agency developing a vibrant zero waste 

environment, delivering nation-leading disaster 

waste management and leading the transition to a 

circular economy. Dr Overton has a science 

background in environmental and water resource 

management and an international business 

background in entrepreneurship and innovation. Dr 

Overton is developing new approaches to strategic 

planning, policy and education to design out waste, 

keep materials in use longer, improve collection and recycling 

practices and grow the remanufacturing industry in SA.  

11.50am 

 

Platinum Sponsor - Resource Recovery in a Changing Environment 

The 2018 Waste and Resource Recovery Infrastructure Plan states 
the key objective of having ‘an internationally-recognised and 
exportable integrated waste and resource recovery infrastructure 
system that supports a resource efficient Circular Economy’. While 
South Australia has achieved considerable landfill diversion rates 
through prevention, reuse and recycling, further work needs to be 
done to reduce the remaining reliance on landfill and promote 
resource recovery.  

In recent times South Australia has faced a number of challenges 
including increased waste generation per capita, the impacts of 
China National Sword and economies of scale. Significant 
opportunities exist to divert more material from landfill and improve 
recycling of marginal waste streams. Collaboration between industry 
and local government to promote investment and development in 
recovery and recycling infrastructure is required to help combat 
these issues. Material Recovery Facilities (MRFs) and Transfer 
stations are fundamental in transitioning to a circular economy in 
South Australia. 

This presentation will detail key lessons learned from designing, 
tendering and constructing transfer stations and material recovery 
facilities around Australia to assist Council’s understanding of how to 
make the most of the current drive to increase recycling and 
maximising their return on investment in waste infrastructure. 

Presenter: 
Dr Melissa Salt, Principal Scientist and Engineer, Tonkin 

Melissa has significant experience in 
environmental management in agriculture and 
construction in the areas of waste 
management, site assessment, environmental 
management and auditing. Melissa is 
internationally recognised for her work with 
phytocaps and specialises in landfill 
rehabilitation, alternative uses for recycling 
wastes and developing management strategies. 
With a passion for making developments more 
environmentally friendly, what Melissa enjoys most about her job is 
exploring ways to re-use and recycle and do it sustainably.  
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12.05pm 

 

Turning Research into Reality - The Journey of Repurposing Waste 
Materials into Road Surfacing Products  
Local Governments are facing an unprecedented challenge to 
provide services and infrastructure against increasing costs of 
dealing with problematic waste issues. The community is demanding 
improved social and environmental outcomes. Soft plastics and glass 
are two major problematic waste issues in the world today. Soft 
plastics are typically food-grade polymers that are high quality and 
should be re-used in new products. Glass is a perfect sand 
replacement that has significantly less moisture which requires less 
drying and therefore less energy to be able to re-use in new products 
that can be manufactured with a reduced carbon footprint.   

Whilst on paper the repurposing of these waste products make sense 
there are several factors that need consideration to ensure that we 
are not leaving a legacy for future generations. This presentation 
focuses on the journey taken to ensure that sustainable road 
surfacing product development considers all elements. This includes 
the collaboration required to capture these resources, to recover 
these in a way that is commercially viable, and to bring these 
products to market. 

Presenter: 
David Bendo, Manager National Business 
Development, Downer 

David has over 25 years in the civil construction and 
road surfacing industry and 11 years in the ports 
industry, David has worked in various operational 
positions through Australia, roles which have 
provided an essential foundation to his current role.  

12.20pm 

 

Use of Compostable Produce Bags in Supermarkets to Increase 
Domestic Food Waste Landfill Diversion 

In 2017, the City of Holdfast Bay was awarded a grant from Green 
Industries SA to undertake a 12 month compostable bag trial in a 
retail outlet. 

Starting March 2018, plastic barrier bags for fruit and vegetable 
purchases were replaced with compostable versions at two local 
supermarkets. This trial provided the community with an additional 
collection point for free compostable bags to be used in their kitchen 
organics basket. Late trial kerbside bin audits of domestic FOGO and 
residual kerbside bins in close proximity to both supermarkets found 
a 300% increase in food efficiency. 

This presentation will explore the scientific methodology used, 
community perception of the trial and the successful project 
outcomes. 

Presenter: 
Shani Wood, Environmental Officer,  
City of Holdfast Bay 

Shani has worked for the City of Holdfast Bay as 
the Environmental Officer role since 2012 and has 
been involved in the development and 
implementation of a number of innovative waste 
projects resulting in increased landfill diversion 
rates. Shani has a Bachelor if Science in 
Biodiversity and Conservation.  
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12.35pm Lunch 

1.15pm 

 

The Future Asset Management Strategist 
What an exciting time to be an Asset Manager! Managing existing 
portfolios whilst moving into the new: from grey to green, from 
heavy engineering to digital. Looking back, we have greatly 
improved our Efficiency (getting the job done right). However, 
ironically, our past success may be hindering the necessary next 
move, and that is to Effectiveness (getting the right job done). What 
is the ‘right job’ and how does it differ from what we have done so 
far? If we understand the path we are on, we are less likely to be 
blindsided by future change. 

Presenter: Dr Penny Burns, Chair, Talking Infrastructure 

Dr Penny Burns is an Infrastructure Economist 
and Asset Management Strategist and she is the 
Chair of the Talking Infrastructure Association 
Inc. For 20 years she was Editor and Publisher of 
AMQ International’s fortnightly bulletin ‘Strategic 
Asset Management’. She was a foundation board 
member of the Asset Management Council, a 
member of Suez Environment’s Foresight 
Advisory Committee in Paris, and has held 
numerous board positions in the energy, water and gas sectors. She 
is Honorary President of the North American initiative, 'Women in 
Asset Management Internationally’.  

1.45pm 

 

Asset Management and NAMS+ 
The asset management journey has many paths and we all travel 
them in a slightly different way, and at different speeds! There are 
some highly technical aspects to asset management, some driven by 
operations and engineering, others financial and again in community 
engagement and informed decision making. 

We can all generally find a good consensus when we say, “the 
infrastructure we provide is there to deliver services for our 
customers and communities”, but even in doing that we can find that 
each of our technical areas still has an underlying thought that others 
should “see it my way”. Underpinning this should be reliable 
information to communicate the available options and consequences 
to decision makers. In this presentation Allen will introduce some of 
the new NAMS+ tools soon to be available from the IPWEA to assist 
us in communicating those options for informed decision making. 

Presenter: Allen Mapstone, Director Strategic Asset Management, 
IPWEA 

Allen is an experienced Civil Engineer, has senior 
experience (25 years) in local government asset 
management and has been involved in many projects 
throughout Australia and also in Canada 
implementing improved asset management practices. 
This includes work with IPWEA, and a number of 
Australian State Government Departments to 
implement the organisational maturity improvements 
of the national frameworks for asset management 
and financial reporting. Allen is one of the principal 
trainers and developers for the IPWEA NAMS.PLUS asset 
management methods and has provided training extensively across 
Australia and in Canada.  
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2:00pm 

 

From Council Storage Depot to High Quality, Multi-Functional 
Facility 

This presentation will discuss the construction of ‘The Shed’ at 
Conyngham Street, Glenside by the City of Burnside. This 
construction saw an underutilised and unattractive council storage 
depot nestled in a residential neighbourhood converted into a high 
quality, multifunctional facility. Originally used for storing materials 
prior to their transfer to a waste station, it has now been transformed 
with a new building purpose-built for such community programs as 
the Eastern Region Men’s Shed, as well as a community garden, 
council biodiversity nursery, and smaller reconfigured depot. 

Presenter: 
Aaron Schroeder, Strategic Projects & Planning Manager, City of 
Burnside 

Aaron started his career as an accountant for 
over 20 years, working for a variety of councils, 
private accounting firms and even an oil 
exploration company. Chronically bored, he 
jumped at the opportunity for a career change 
by joining the City of Adelaide’s project 
management office and then their strategic 
planning team before eventually finding his way 
to the City of Burnside. Now as Strategic 
Projects and Planning Manager, Aaron leads a 
team responsible for strategic planning, city planning and the delivery 
of a slew of strategic projects, including the upcoming Magill Village 
development and Kensington Garden Reserve wetlands. 

2.15pm 

 

APR Manufacturing  

Advanced Plastic Recycling (APR) are an Australian manufacturer of 
recycled wood plastic composite (WPC) products made from 50% 
post-consumer waste plastic (from kerbside recycling) and 50% 
reclaimed post-industrial timber waste. 

WPC is a sustainable timber alternative made from locally sourced 
waste materials with the following benefits: 

• Removing harmful plastic from the environment (landfill and 
oceans) 

• Creating long term solutions 

• Turning Australian waste into reusable materials that last 

APR products are used extensively in small and large projects 
Australia wide for public sector infrastructure.  Product types include 
boardwalks, decking, bollards, bridges, furniture, rail mats, screening, 
sound walls, viewing platforms and more. 

Presenter: 
Ryan Lokan, CEO, Advanced Plastic 
Recycling 

Innovative Chief Executive Officer with 17 
years’ experience working as an 
Australian manufacturer and designer in 
the recycling industry. Ryan started in the 
family business as a 20-year-old learning 
from the production floor up. Passionate 
to change the perception of waste and 
reusable plastics, demand has driven innovation his entire career.  
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2.30pm Managing Community Expectations for Unsealed Roads 

Alexandrina Council has an unsealed road network of 750km+ that 

covers most of the Fleurieu Peninsula. Littered with numerous peri-

urban villages this district provides unique and specific challenges in 

managing rural unsealed roads. Through industry leading asset 

management, Alexandrina Council has implemented a best practice 

framework for guiding the renewal, maintenance and service levels 

for this highly valuable asset class. This framework has created a 

stronger sense of ownership withing the community and a deeper 

understanding of the issues our residents are facing when using the 

roads, ultimately, ensuring public money is spent in the most efficient 

and effective way possible. 

This presentation will go into detail of the methods used to engage 

with the community, the lessons learnt, and then into specifics on 

how we leveraged the existing intellectual property of the civil teams 

to create a cohesive management plan that will be the foundation for 

strategies into the future. 

Presenter: 
Morgan Ellingham, Manager Assets and Technical 
Services, City of Onkaparinga 

Morgan has worked in Local Government for close 
to 20 years and is an asset management specialist 
who has worked as a contractor for the City of 
Melbourne, City of Sydney amongst others then in 
SA working in GIS and Assets for Mitcham, Tonkin 
Consulting, Campbelltown, Alexandrina and now 
Manager of Assets & Technical Services at the City 
of Onkaparinga.  

2.45pm Afternoon Tea 

3.05pm 

 

Green Infrastructure in Urban Environments 
Green infrastructure in urban environments, in particular tree canopy 
cover, is receiving increasing recognition for providing multiple 
environmental, social and economic benefits. Due to a changing 
climate many urban areas are experiencing longer, hotter and more 
frequent heatwaves which will have an impact on the health and 
wellbeing of the community. Open space and the urban forest have a 
significant role to play in cooling urban areas and mitigating the 
effects of urban heat island.  

To address this the State Government’s 30 Year plan for Greater 
Adelaide 2017 includes a target of increasing green space in the 
metropolitan Adelaide by 20% by 2045. This includes planting street 
trees which may conflict with our infrastructure. Urban forests have 
proven to be one of the most effective methods for mitigating heat 
retention in urban areas. As a result, many Local Governments are 
undertaking urban heat island mapping and building mitigation 
strategies into their management plans. This presentation will discuss 
Resilient East’s (regional climate adaptation) canopy mission 
statement to increase green cover by a proportional 20% compared 
to 2013 levels to “create a cooler more liveable place for comfort, 
amenity and urban biodiversity”. 
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Presenter: 
Simon Bradley, Chairperson, Resilient East 

Resilient East is funded by the eight partner 
Councils (Campbelltown City Council, the cities 
of Adelaide, Burnside, Norwood Payneham & St 
Peters, Prospect, Tea Tree Gully, Unley and the 
Town of Walkerville), the Department of 
Environment, Water and Natural Resources, 
and Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges Natural 
Resources Management Board. The goal of 
Resilient East is to ensure our communities, 
assets and infrastructure, local economies and 
natural environment are resilient to the impacts 
and challenges of climate change. Simon Chair of Resilient East and is 
the Director of Infrastructure and Environment at City of Prospect 
with over nine years of experience as an Executive with a number of 
South Australian Councils. Simon is also a registered landscape 
architect. 

3.35pm 

 

Platinum Sponsor - The War on Waste - Making Informed Decisions 
for our Road Networks  

The ABC TV series, The War on Waste, has helped to raise awareness 
around our waste generation and also question our practices around 
managing this waste. This series is just one example of the recent 
focus on waste generation, recycling, reusing and the overall impact 
of waste. Campaigns to limit single use plastic bags and single use 
plastic straws have helped raise the profile of waste generation with 
the broader community.  

In a local government context, the decisions from a number of our 
Asian Pacific neighbours to no longer take Australia’s waste has had 
an immediate impact on how local government organisations look at 
managing their waste, including opportunities to incorporate this 
waste into construction materials. 

To reduce the social and commercial impacts of waste generation, 
governments have been actively utilising policy to influence how our 
waste is used through initiatives including legislation changes, 
funding or grant based incentives and conversely, increased fees for 
depositing waste at landfill. This presentation aims to provide 
incentives for local government decision makers to consider their 
options on a case by case basis with a particular focus on 
considering financial, asset management, environmental and 
practical considerations, ultimately, actively encouraging the war on 
waste and promoting the benefits of a circular economy. 

Presenter: Daniel Orriss, Executive General Manager, Stabilised 
Pavements of Australia 

As Executive General Manager, Daniel is 
responsible for the strategic direction of SPA 
along with developing senior industry 
relationships, in particular local government. As 
AustStab Vice President, Daniel is an active 
contributor to industry through various AustStab 
working groups and has presented numerous 
technical papers at Australian and International 
Conferences. 
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3:50pm AGM & Networking Drinks 

 Gold Sponsor: Camco   

4.40pm Close  

6.30 for 
7.00pm - 

11.00pm 

IPWEA SA Excellence Awards Dinner 

Lisa McAskill, MC  

Lisa is best known for her role as a presenter 
on Channel 9's Postcards program, a role she 
enjoyed for 14 years. Lisa also appeared on 
Postcards Australia which aired nationally on 
the Win Network and internationally on the 
Discovery Channel. Lisa has had on camera 
crash courses in all manner of extreme sports. 
All in the name of a good story. Her enduring 
TV career includes more than 70 local, national 
and international TV commercials and 
numerous tourism, corporate and training 
documentaries. In 2011, Lisa established Lisa McAskill Presenting with 
a focus on the training of presenters and media mentoring. The 
business has evolved to include a production arm that includes 
writing, producing and directing online video content for individuals 
and businesses, social impact video content and TV commercials. 
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This event would not be possible  

without the support of our sponsors.  
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