
Wellington-Taranaki Representative & Chair
Tony McGlynn —(Developments Team Leader, Palmerston North City Council)
Tony arrived in New Zealand (from Letterkenny, Co Donegal Ireland) in 1984. 

He started working with general contractors E.Carson & Sons Ltd (Upper Hutt). 

After 10 years on numerous large drainage projects in the Wellington region. He began working as 
a contracts officer for Lower Hutt City Council. After a short time, he became contracts engineer 
managing the Water Services division’s maintenance contracts for the city. 

In 2004 Tony moved north to the Manawatu area where he worked for Horizons Regional Council. 
Project manager for the construction of stormwater pump stations on the lower Manawatu drainage 
scheme. The work also included managing farm drainage schemes and stop-bank maintenance. 

After 4 years working at Horizons Tony moved to his current position as Developments Team Leader 
with Palmerston North City Council. 

Tony enjoys the challenge of working with the development community and ensuring that a consistently 
high standard of infrastructure is achieved.  

Outside of work Tony’s passions are playing music and woodwork using recycled NZ wood. 

Northern Representative
Glenn Broadbent (Auckland Council)
Glenn lead a small team of engineers responsible for the approval of land development, concepts and 
physical works, in the Albany Basin and Eastern Bays of North Shore before shifting to Auckland City 
Environments business unit to learn more about subdivisions within an urban environment.

Glenn foresaw the benefits of creating a team of engineers that would provide the engineering input 
to consents and created the first Development Engineering team at Auckland Council in 1997. After 
a busy 8 years he took the position as Development Engineering Manager at Papakura at the start of 
their period of significant growth on peat soils and farm land before amalgamation found him back at 
Auckland.

During this period Glenn, an NZCE civil qualified, Registered Engineering Associate was recognised as 
a Chartered Professional engineer and due to his passion for making improvements in the fields of land 
development including upskilling and creating career paths for development engineers he has been on 
the committee of LDEG since its creation in 2010.

East Coast Representative
Sarath Kuruwita—(Hastings District Council)
Sarath studied Civil Engineering at the University of Sri Lanka (Moratuwa) in 1978. Since then, he 
gathered experience in the Roads and Bridges sector working as a designer, project manager and 
eventually as a Director of CAD in the Road Development Authority in Sri Lanka. He gathered two 
Master’s Degrees during his career. The first was on Transportation Engineering (1981) and the second 
was in Integrated Geo-Information and Map Production (1991).

Sarath came to New Zealand in 2000 and worked with City Design Limited, (formerly the business arm 
of Auckland City Council). He also worked for Aurecon Limited, (formerly Connell Wagner Limited) 
and is currently working as the Transportation Development Engineer of the Hastings District Council, 
where he is has been working for the last 8 years.

Sarath is keen to achieve high quality assets and is leading the review of Hastings District Council 
Engineering Code of Practice. He also enjoys finding solutions to the challenges posed by Development 
Engineering. He has been an active member of the LDEG Committee since its inception.
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Northern South Island Representative
Kelly LaValley - CPEng, Int(PE), CMEngNZ
After building a career in consulting in the USA, specialising in water and wastewater treatment, Kelly 
moved to the Waimakariri District Council where she has played a key role in new developments in 
the District over the last four years.

At Waimakariri District Council, Kelly spent a year as the Utilities Projects Team Leader before moving 
into the land development space serving as Development Manager from 2014-2016.  As Development 
Manager, Kelly led the subdivisions team during a period of high growth and development in the 
District.  During this time, Kelly played a key role in providing engineering advice on resource 
consents, reviewing designs submitted for engineering approval, entering into private developer 
agreements, and development contribution reconsiderations.

In 2016, Kelly moved into the role of Project Delivery Manager which has seen her responsibilities 
increase beyond land development and expand back into capital projects and renewals.  However, a 
great deal of her focus remains on land development including mentoring and providing engineering 
advice to the subdivisions team and working through complex issues relating to servicing and cost 
sharing.  Kelly has also been focussing on improvements to the systems and processes used by the 
subdivisions team to enable work to be more effectively and efficiently completed.  

Kelly looks to further add value to the land development engineering sphere through involvement on 
the Land Development Engineering Group Committee.

Northern Branch Representative
Clare Hamilton (Tauranga City Council)
Clare graduated from university in 2010 with a Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering and has been 
working in the Land Development industry since she moved to New Zealand in 2013. Starting out 
at Selwyn District Council as a graduate Development Engineer she quickly moved up the ranks to 
manage the team in 2016. At this time the Selwyn District was experiencing monumental growth 
following the Christchurch earthquake, which saw a large shift out to the region. Clare lead the 
team to ensure the efficient coordination of subdivisions with mutual benefit for both council and 
developer. In 2018 she made the move to Tauranga to take up a Development Engineering position 
at the City Council. This move has now seen her working in two of the fastest growing areas in New 
Zealand.

Clare’s work in the development engineering sector has seen her updating standards and policies, 
and coordinating large, multi-ownership development areas. She has experience in providing 
engineering input on resource consents, facilitating cost shares for strategic infrastructure, reviewing 
and approving engineering designs, assessing development contributions and undertaking quality 
assurance reviews. She takes pride in creating and maintaining strong relationships between 
governing bodies and the development community.

Clare became a member of the LDEG Committee in 2015 and has been an active member ever since. 
She first represented the Northern South Island Branch and now hopes to represent the Northern 
branch. She sees great importance in facilitating network opportunities for Development Engineers 
across the country, and in progressing discussions around industry best practice. She looks forward 
to continuing her relationship with the LDEG Committee and the community it represents.  

Otago Southland Representative
Jeremy Rees (Invercargill District Council)
Jeremy Rees is the Engineering Services Group Manager at the Invercargill City Council. The 
Engineering Services Group provides internal consultancy services to the asset managers at council 
with a particular focus on infrastructure. Jeremy has over 10 years’ experience in land development 
with his most recent experience at Davis Ogilvie in Christchurch as the Civil Team Leader. There he 
worked on small to large land development projects in the Canterbury region. He has a Bachelor of 
Engineering - Civil (Hons) from the University of Canterbury, is a Chartered Professional Engineer and 
is a Chartered Member of Engineering NZ.


