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Media Release  

Timber Bridge Management Report forces NSW Government to replace 
hundreds of bridges 

The NSW Government has moved quickly to replace hundreds of bridges after a report from 
the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia (NSW) Roads & Transport Directorate 
identified more than 400 timber structures as being sub-standard. 

Deputy Premier John Barilaro and Roads Minister Melinda Pavey have announced that 
$500m has been allocated to replace and repair the State’s aging rural and regional bridges. 

The announcement follows IPWEA (NSW) Roads & Transport Directorate’s Timber Bridge 
Management Report released last year that identified 417 of the State’s 1771 timber bridges 
as requiring attention. 

The report is a consolidation of road asset management research conducted by IPWEA 
NSW Roads & Transport Directorate and includes data from 126 metropolitan and regional 
councils. 

“IPWEA (NSW) recently reported over 400 timber bridges as either in poor or very poor 
condition,” Mr Barilaro said. “That’s not acceptable.” 

“Maintaining deteriorating bridges is one of the largest ongoing costs for regional councils. 

“The $500m funding commitment from the NSW Nationals will significantly ease this burden 
and create a new legacy for the management of NSW’s timber bridges.” 

Mr Barilaro said since 2011, the NSW Liberals and Nationals had delivered more than $19b 
for road funding in regional NSW. 

“In addition, we have also supported our local councils with over $3b in road funding over the 
past eight years. Together we are delivering safer roads, improving travel times and boosting 
freight productivity across NSW.”  

Minister for Roads and Freight Melinda Pavey said councils will be asked to nominate 
bridges that are currently rated in poor condition to be included in the fund. 

“The $500 million Fixing Country Bridges program will replace the worst timber bridges in 
regional communities,” she said. 

“Our commitment will help ensure regional and rural communities maintain access to towns, 
jobs, schools and hospital facilities, as well as fast track increased community connectivity, 
freight access, motorist safety and resilience during flooding events.” 
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